
ARLINGTON COUNTY SPORTS COMMISSION 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 

July 5, 2021 
 

Mr. Bill Ross, Chair 
Public Spaces Master Plan Implementation Committee 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
2100 Clarendon Blvd, Suite 414 
Arlington, VA  22201 
 
Dear Bill,  
 
The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) briefed the Sports Commission on May 27, 2021 about 
the results of the public engagement it conducted on behalf of the PSMP IAC on field utilization. We 
were very interested in the results that DPR shared and believe that the overall effort by the PSMP IAC 
to clarify viable start and end times throughout the year for permitted and non-permitted sports 
activities will help improve the community’s understanding of athletic field utilization.  
 
We were, however, concerned by the low number of responses (102) that DPR received for its 
engagement outreach. The low number of responses made it difficult to discern any strong trends or 
preferences on certain questions. Because the engagement results play a key role in informing future 
field utilization policy decisions, it is critical that these decisions be made using the most robust sources 
of information possible.  
 
The Commission believes there is an additional source of valuable information that could further inform 
this discussion and make up for the low level of responses to the online engagement. Specifically, each 
youth sports league has one or more individuals who handle the assigning of permitted field space to 
their teams and coaches (“schedulers”). Because these schedulers interact regularly with coaches and 
parents at all levels, they have a strong knowledge of viable field utilization times. Moreover, the 
schedulers are the group that will be most affected by PSMP IAC’s decisions about field start and end 
times.  
 
The Commission would like to request that the PSMP IAC reach out to the league schedulers and ask the 
following questions about their actual experiences:  
 

1. What is the earliest time you allocate practice/game times on 
a. Weekdays 
b. Weekends 

2. What constraints or considerations do you face when deciding on earliest time 
3. What is the latest time you allocate practice/game times on 

a. Weekdays, Fall on lighted fields 
b. Weekdays, Fall on non-lighted fields 
c. Weekdays, Spring on lighted fields 
d. Weekdays, Spring on non-lighted fields 



e. Weekends, Fall on lighted fields 
f. Weekends, Fall on non-lighted fields 
g. Weekends, Spring on lighted fields 
h. Weekends, Spring on non-lighted fields 

4. What constraints or considerations do you face when deciding on latest time 
5. How do you deal with changing sunset hours in the spring and fall (i.e., how do changing 

daylight hours impact scheduling practices)  

DPR can provide you with the names and email addresses of all league schedulers. Thank you for your 
consideration of this request.  

Sincerely, 

 
 
John Mingus, Chair 
Sports Commission 
 


