
ARLINGTON COUNTY 
SPORTS COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 
March 25, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Matt de Ferranti, Chair 
Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Blvd. 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
Dear Mr. de Ferranti, 
 
The Sports Commission would like to offer comments on the County Manager’s proposed FY 
2022 budget. The Manager has presented another thoughtful, responsible budget in difficult 
circumstances of lower reduced revenues and increasing expenses, especially non-trivial 
expenses related to addressing the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
We appreciate the proposed funding of $47.5 million for the Department of Parks and 
Recreation (DPR), which represents an increase of 6% over FY 2021. At a time of such intense 
financial pressure, we are deeply appreciative that the Manager plans to provides funds to 
move forward with opening of Lubber Run and Long Bridge Aquatics and Fitness Center. Both 
projects will be welcome additions to the fitness inventory, and particularly the aquatics 
inventory, and will provide valuable new space, amenities, and options to increase flexibility of 
usage across the County.  
 
Similarly, the Commission appreciates that that there will be sufficient funding to continue 
work on Jennie Dean Park and provide ongoing maintenance of the County’s courts, fields, 
parks, and associated amenities, which is vital to keeping these assets in good condition.  
 
With respect to revenues, the Commission supports the sports activity fees that DPR has 
proposed for FY 2022. The scope and amount of fee increases are modest and seem 
appropriate for the current environment. We are particularly excited to see Long Bridge fees in 
the budget, an official recognition of the opening of this long-awaited facility.  
 
While we do appreciate the proposed level of funding for DPR, we are concerned that the 
department – which represents just 4% of the total County budget – not be asked to take on 
more than its fair share of budget cuts. In identifying reductions, we understand that DPR 
focused in part on eliminating vacant positions and achieving staff efficiencies, which we 
generally support, and believes these positions cuts will have limited impact. However, we are 
concerned that some of the position cuts may be short-sighted.  
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For example, we are concerned about the plan to continue operating community centers under 
limited hours for all of FY 2022. Given developments in vaccination roll-out, it is entirely 
possible that circumstances will support an expansion of indoor activity during the fiscal year. 
We understand that there is sufficient flexibility in the budget to increase community center 
hours if circumstances permit and staff the centers accordingly.   
 
Similarly, we are concerned about permanently cutting temporary staff positions that support 
parks and field maintenance. These outdoor assets have proven so crucial to the community’s 
ability to stay healthy and recreate outside during the pandemic and this is likely to continue for 
some time to come, particularly if the County continues to limit community center hours. 
Temporary staff are essential to coping with increased warm-weather usage of parks and fields, 
and the Commission is concerned that eliminating temporary support positions puts these 
important assets at risk of degrading from increased use. We understand that DPR plans to 
monitor park and field maintenance levels and hope that the County Manager will be prepare 
to add back temporary staff positions if maintenance levels begin to slip.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide our comments.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Shirley Brothwell, Chair 
Sports Commission 
 
Cc:  Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, County Manager 
Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 


