
May 6, 2013 Arlington Bike Advisory Committee Meeting 
Draft Notes 

Courthouse Plaza, 2100 Clarendon Blvd. (1st Floor Meeting rooms by the Lobby) 
 
Megan Jones, Dana Bres, Eric Goodman, Mike Hanna, Chris Healey, Dwight Hlustick, Allen 
Muchnick, Jim Presswood, Allan Reiter, Tim Rosato, Randy Swart, Rich Tepel,  
 
Chris Eatough, David Goodman, Dave Kirschner, David Patton, Kevin Stalica 
 
General 

1. New member welcome 
2. Adoption of April Minutes 
3. Presentation by Chris Healey of Bluemont Civic Association about Bike Facilities (Letter 

Attached) 
4. Update on Revolution Cycles Bike Rack - JWB 
5. Update on letter sent to Chief Scott and County Manager requesting PD presence at BTWD - 

JWB 
6. Update on Carling Springs/Bluemont Trail Connection - BikeArlington 
7. Trail Passing Issue from County Website – what (if any) additional action does the BAC want 

to do take? (See Below) 

Presentation by the Bluemont Civic Association - Chris Healey: 
 
Focus area was Wilson Blvd, west of George Mason Drive.  The Bluemont Civic Association wants to 
improve the walkability of the neighborhood. 
 
The current conditions for the sidewalks are pretty bad, with heavy, fast traffic 
 
Transportation facilities present a number of conflicts.  Traffic volumes have been flat for about 30 
years.  The association task force is attempting to consider strategies to improve the walkability.  The 
Task Force considered four alternatives – underground utilities, acquire ROW, roadway 
reconfiguration, and do nothing. 
 
The reconfigure option looks at converting the four existing lanes to two through lanes with a center 
turn lane, bicycle lanes and wider sidewalks.  They want to do this with paint first and then do the 
structural improvements.   
 
The other community associations and businesses are concerned about the impact.  Some have 
expressed interest in the impact on the schools. 
 
The Bluemont Civic Association Task Force is recommending Phase I as a paint approach with a 
follow-on Phase II as the structural approach.  Staff suggested that the Neighborhood Conservation 
program would likely be able to pay for the restriping and other efforts. 
 
Megan asked what the Bluemont Civic Association Task Force wanted.  Chris Healey asked for the 
ABAC endorsement and support for the concept. 
 
Staff said that the project might be included in the Arlington County Complete Streets program 
 
Randy Swart proposed we enthusiastically support the proposal. 



 
Revolution Bicycle Bike Rack 
 
Revolution Cycles installed a bike rack and was told that they couldn’t put a private rack on the street.  
Staff identified a location on the street for a Arlington County installed rack that will be installed on 
Wilson.  There will be parking for six bikes installed “shortly”. 
 
Police Presence at BTWD 
 
The Arlington County Police have made a commitment to have officer at the Rosslyn and Ballston 
BTWD pitstops.  Post BTWD Note – There were Arlington Police Bicycle Officers at the Crystal City 
pit stop. 
 
Discussion of the Carlin Springs trail cutoff.   
 
Kevin Stalica indicated that the property where the paved trail connection is in the Northern Virginia 
Regional Park Authority right of way.  Kevin indicated that they were looking at permeable 
pavements.   
 
The discussion included strategies for ABAC engagement on this issue.  That concluded with a 
decision for the BAC to send a letter to the Arlington County Departments of Environmental Services 
and Parks and Recreation about the county reaching out to the NVRPA to get them to agree to allow 
a trail connection. 
 
May 8 is Bike and Walk to School Day.  APS has been working with BA.  Individual schools are on 
board.  Every school in Arlington County is doing something.  Bike to Work Day is May 17.  BA is 
looking for help in Rosslyn and Ballston. 
 
CaBi stations have been installed.  See below.  There was some discussion about the location of the 
station in Fairlington.  There was a question about the schedule for installing a CaBi station at the 
Sequoia Center (50 and Washington Blvd). 
 
New stations installed recently include: 

• S Abingdon St & 36th St S (Fairlington) 
• S Arlington Mill Dr & Cambell Ave (Shirlington) 
• Columbia Pike & S Courthouse Rd (Columbia Pike)  
• N Fairfax Dr & N Kenmore St (VA Square) 
• S Four Mile Run Dr & S Shirlington Rd (Nauck) 
• S Kenmore & 24th St S (Nauck) 
• S Oakland St & Columbia Pike (Columbia Pike)  
• S Troy St & 26th St S (Long Branch Creek) 
• Walter Reed Community Center/Walter Reed Dr & 16th St S (Columbia Heights) 
• 18th St S & S Eads St (Crystal City) 
• 28th St S & S Meade St (Long Branch Creek) 

Expansion will continue this Spring and Summer.  There are currently 56 stations in Arlington and we 
are moving towards 75 to 80 stations by the end of the year. 
  
Two Wheel Tuesdays are continuing, every Tuesday, 7pm.  In May, the location is Aurora Hills 
Library. Full details here: www.BikeArlington.com/TWT 
Next Confident City Cycling class is June 8.  Sign up is at http://waba.org/education/calendar.php 
  
 Staff Updates 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BRtd-OrNKN2CVxOxq1Cl89ieFFGMmUvGP_ElKPuFxGW8QEYJyrz6oMfqjt-GJT3EdwJoGdvFPHl_-zIa5AdmSK6LVoJVRFXLxPGyhWg_XJ-R9PJsRn7gg68oIORBXUK5Qlq4R6eCeLVATRHcJhyQ1NQdmTT2M3yV-TZnpx6pI_dFW9aEgVaPaA6CbAADOBXWy-cFvf79y9KEV7u4tOv5ww==
http://www.bikearlington.com/TWT
http://waba.org/education/calendar.php


 
Arlington County just purchased three bike maintenance stands that have tools and an air pump.  
They will be installed at locations frequented by cyclists.  Staff indicated that the Crystal City BID was 
planning on installing a similar stand at the Crystal City Water Park. 
 
David Kirschner reports that they will be doing some paving in front of TJ from Glebe to Fenwick and 
they will be able to do paving and install some bike lanes on 2nd Street South.  They will narrow the 
street lanes and install a wide bike lane on 2nd Street.  They hope to have the paving work completed 
by the County Fair in August.  The bike lane improvements will run from Irving and Glebe. 
 
David Goodman briefed County Board last week and discussed the Harrison Street road diet.  
Resurfacing will be done in the immediate future. 
 
David Goodman and David Kirschner are working on the language for the on-street wayfinding signs.  
 
Ribbon cutting ceremony for the Joyce Street road improvements soon. 
 
No new news on the W&OD trail crossing across Lee in EFC. 
 
They are looking at buying a Bicycle Barometer that provides real time cyclist counts (and will 
highlight the number of riders to motorists and others). 
 
The Arlington County staff is looking at some sort of bike response device to show the bike sensor 
recognizes the cyclist (and provides feedback). 
 
Discussion of the new signs along the downhill on Lee that advise speeds and show where poor side 
street visibility.  Signs have been installed along Lee Highway from North Scott to the Marriott Hotel. 
 
The county is looking to improve curb ramps via a COG funding effort.  The COG has a 
Transportation and Land-Use Connections Program (www.mwcog.org/transportation/activities/tlc/) 
 
WABA has been working with a number of regional groups to more effectively integrate and 
coordinate the info exchange between the various cycle advisory groups. 
 
Megan asked members to consider the BikeArlington website comment and offer suggestions on how 
to improve it. 
 
Allen reports that the NV Transportation Authority is developing a transportation list. 
 
May 29 – VDOT hearing at the NV District Office on the Draft 6 year Trans Improvement Plan. 
 
Arlington County is working on a documentary on what it takes to become a Bicycle Friendly 
Community.  They were considering a world premiere at the Arlington Cinema and Drafthouse in 
September. 
 
Sunday, May 12 will be a Mother’s Day Ride that converges at Hains Point. 
 
Trail Passing Issue – The following comment has been submitted from the Arlington County Website: 
 
Subject : WEBSITE COMMENT: bicyclists announcing passing on your left  
 

http://www.mwcog.org/transportation/activities/tlc/


Comments : I walk along the Bluemont and Glencarlyn trails almost every day.  Only about 1 in 15 
bicyclists that pass me bother to announce that they are passing, by announcing "passing on your 
left" or dinging a bell.  They don't notice the signs that, inter alia, tell bicyclists to announce 
themselves.  Perhaps that is because the instruction is only part of the messages on these signs.  Or, 
perhaps they don't care to announce themselves.  I have tried blowing a whistle when these bicyclists 
pass, but they are wearing earphones, and perhaps cannot hear me. 
 
I request that a sign devoted to bicyclists, saying something like "ALWAYS ANNOUNCE YOURSELF" 
might make at least some of them announce themselves. 
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2013 ARLINGTON BICYCLE PROGRAM 
DES DOT Staff Work Program Update 

April 25, 2013 
 

Highlighted items reflect new information or activities from the April 4, 2013 update 

ENCOURAGEMENT 
1.  Bikeshare update 

Annual members by jurisdiction: 

Month Alexandria  Arlington  DC Other Total 
Dec-11 

 
1,089 12,711 1,867 15,667 

Jan-12 
 

1,118 12,977 1,923 16,018 
Feb-12 

 
1,038 12,559 1,705 15,302 

Mar-12 
 

1,104 13,111 1,839 16,054 
Apr-12 

 
1,044 12,141 2,083 15,268 

May-12 
 

1,246 12,237 1,807 15,290 
Jun-12 

 
1,439 12,636 1,862 15,937 

Jul-12 
 

1,580 13,262 1,933 16,775 
Aug-12 198 1,695 13,835 1,814 17,542 
Sep-12 267 1,825 14,432 1,895 18,419 
Oct-12 297 1,859 14,395 1,889 18,440 
Nov-12 309 1,900 14,501 1,897 18,607 
Dec-12 317 1,904 14,596 1,915 18,732 
Jan-13 325 1,926 14,816 1,922 18,989 
Feb-13 333 1,943 14,941 1,931 19,148 

Mar-13 337 1,947 14,943 1,907 19,134 

Fleet size:  stations:  54     bikes:  375 

System-wide trips:  4 million on April 24, 2013 
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County Board Chair, Walter Tejada cuts the ribbon for the 200
th 

CaBi station, at the Walter Reed Community Center 

New Membership Option:  

Starting May 1, a new membership option for occasional use will be introduced, called the “Daily Key”.  

A key fob is issued for $10 through online purchase and comes loaded with one 24-hour membership 

($7 value).  After that, each time the keyfob is used, a new 24-hour membership is initiated at a cost 

of $7.  The membership will appeal to people that want to try bikeshare but are not willing to commit to 

a $75 annual membership.  A similar membership option has been popular for the Montreal BIXI system.   
 

2013 Roll-out Plan      
2nd St. S. & Old Glebe Rd. Summer 
9th & S Walter Reed Dr. Summer 
25th & 26th Sts S. March 
28th St S & S Meade St. March 
31st St S & S Woodrow St TBD 
S Abingdon St & 36st St S 4/23/13 
Arlington Blvd & N Fillmore St Summer 
Arlington Mill Dr & Campbell Ave 4/24/13 
Columbia Pike & S Walter Reed Dr Summer 
S Courthouse Rd & Columbia Pike 3/28/13 
Fairfax Dr. & Kenmore St. 4/24/13 
S Four Mile Run Dr & 16th St S Summer 
S Four Mile Run Dr & S Shirlington Rd 4/23/13 
S Four Mile Run Dr & S Walter Reed Dr Summer 
S George Mason Dr & 6th St S Summer 
S George Mason Dr & 13th St S Summer 
 

S Geo. Mason Dr. & S Four Mile Run Dr. Summer 
S Kenmore St & 24th St S 4/24/13 
N Kirkwood St & Lee Hwy Summer 
Lee Hwy & N Monroe St. Summer 
N Meade St & 14th St N. Summer 
Memorial Dr & Jefferson Davis Hwy TBD 
S Oakland St & Columbia Pike 4/23/13 
N Park Dr & N George Mason Dr. Summer 
N. Pershing & George Mason Dr.  Summer 
N Pershing Dr & N Wayne St. Summer 
S Quincy St & S Randolph St. Summer 
Columbia Pike & S Orme St. Summer 
S Stafford St & 34th St S. Summer 
S. Troy & 26

th
 St. S 4/23/13 

S Walter Reed Dr & 16th St S 3/28/13 
S Walter Reed Dr & S Wakefield St Summer 
Washington Blvd & S Courthouse Rd Summer 
 

Walter Reed Community Center Bikeshare 
Ribbon Cutting Recap 

The opening of 200th Capital Bikeshare station 

and the first in central Arlington was celebrated 

On March 28th with a ribbon cutting ceremony 

at the Walter Reed Community Center.  

Attendees included Arlington County 

personnel, friends from the BAC, WABA, the 

55+ cycling group, the Crystal City BID and the 

general public.  There was media coverage 

from WAMU and M.V.  Jantzen.  33 new 

stations are slated for Shirlington and the 

Columbia Pike corridor this year.  

 

On the same day, two other stations were installed along the Columbia Pike corridor.  One at  
Columbia Pike & S. Courthouse Road, (left) and another at 28th St S & S Meade Street (right). 

http://www.bikearlington.com/pages/news-events/blog/capital-bikeshare-goes-to-columbia-pike/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/mvjantzen/tags/cabi200/
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2. Develop and print new and improved Arlington Bike Map. 
Status:  New edition printed in January 2013.  Updated with new Capital Bikeshare stations and new 

cover art.  Distribution of 60,000 per year.   

BikeArlington has developed a new info-graphic to promote the “Arlington Loop”.  This info-graphic 

highlights all the places you can easily get to by bike via the Arlington Loop.  It ran in the March/April 

Citizen and the image garnered much attention online and over social media. 

 
3. Group bike rides and events. 

Status:  Regular group bike rides are up and running in Arlington.  See attachment for full details. 

The Arlington Fun ride will be in October. 

4. Establish formal BikeArlington Bicycle Friendly Business Program in cooperation with the League 
of American Bicyclists (LAB) to help business and properties be more bike friendly. 

Status:  One Arlington business, International Relief and Development, received a bronze award at the 

latest round.  Arlington currently has 23 awarded Bicycle Friendly Businesses and 1 awarded Bicycle 

Friendly University.  New awards are announced twice per year (April and October).  

5. Bike to Work Day 

Registration for Bike to Work Day, which will be held region wide on May 17th, is now live at: 

www.BikeToWorkMetroDC.com.  BikeArlington will be hosting the Rosslyn-Gateway Park and Ballston-

Freshbikes pit stops.  BikeArlington is also coordinating with the Crystal City BID to host the Crystal City-

Water Park stop and with the new Tri360 bike shop to host an afternoon pit stop along the W&OD trail 

in East Falls Church. Last year there were more than 12,000 registrants region wide and the Rosslyn stop 

had the greatest overall attendance.  We hope to again hold that superlative. 

 

http://www.biketoworkmetrodc.com/
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6. National Bike Challenge  

This year the National Bike Challenge will run from May to the end of September (extended one extra 

month from last year).  This challenge is a national movement to encourage people to “get out and ride” 

by creating a large community of people creating teams and logging their miles to win prizes.  Last year 

30,000 riders logged more than 12 million miles nationwide and this year the goal is to have 50,000 

people ride 20 million miles.  Last year the Washington Area Bike Forum fielded two BikeArlington teams 

that made it into the top 15 teams nationwide in terms of total mileage.  BikeArlington won the 

distinction of winning the most miles in the micro-workplace category of 5 employees or less.  This year 

the Forum is already gearing up for the competition and is forming teams. 

7. New Arlington County Bike Map based on level of Comfort Map   

A short survey has been designed to gather information on what citizens that are “interested but 

concerned” would like to see in a bike map.  The survey will be administered online in early May.  Taking 

a cue from the city of Austin which has experimented with a new kind of bicycle map that doesn’t show 

bicycle infrastructure on the city streets, the bike team will be rolling out a new map as a supplement to 

the current maps. It will express the level of rider comfort of Arlington’s streets, recognizing the fact that 

just because there’s a bicycle facility in place doesn’t mean a new rider will feel comfortable riding on it.  

This kind of map is important to appeal to the segment of our community that identifies themselves as 

“interested but concerned” [about cycling]. Staff will be surveying the public (riders and non-riders) to 

help gauge what factors are most important to them. 

 

 
 
 
  

http://www.endomondo.com/campaign/nbc2013
http://greenlaneproject.org/blog/view/mapping-comfort-how-psychological-stress-influences-bike-maps
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EDUCATION 
1. Continue Bike Safety Classes.  

Status:  BikeArlington will provide free bike classes throughout the Spring, Summer and Fall. 
There are classes for all ability and experience levels. In total, there will be 32 classes: 

 4 Learn to Ride Classes (for complete beginners that do not know how to ride a bike) 

 4 Instructional Bike Rides (for people that can ride a bike, but want to learn to ride safely with 
traffic) 

 24 Two Wheel Tuesdays (interactive classroom sessions, not on bike, for all ability levels)  

Recent bike education classes: 

 4-9-13 – Two Wheel Tuesdays – 11 attendees 

 4-13-13 – Savvy Cycling Class – 5 attendees 

 4-14-13 – Learn To Ride Class – 16 attendees 

 4-16-13 – Two Wheel Tuesdays – 10 attendees 

 4-23-13 – Two Wheel Tuesdays – 6 attendees 

In May, Two Wheel Tuesday sessions will be held at Aurora Hills Library, 735 South 18th St 

The next Instructional bike ride will be June 8th at the Washington-Lee High School parking deck. 

At least one of the Two Wheel Tuesday classes will be held in Spanish. 

More classes will be announced during the year.  Information is posted at 
www.BikeArlington.com/education 
 
The very first Two Wheel Tuesday session of the year was held on April 2nd at Westover Library and had 

an attendance of 10 people.  Classes are scheduled in 4 week blocks and are currently scheduled to be 

held at Westover library in April, the Aurora Hills Library in May, Columbia Pike Library in June and 

Central Library in July. 

 
 

New riders from 
Bikearlington's  

Learn to Ride class 

http://www.bikearlington.com/education


 - 6 - 05/07/2013 11:39 AM 

 

2. Continue Walk and Bike to School Day coordination with Arlington Public Schools (APS). 
Status: 2013 National Bike to School Day is May 8.  BikeArlington and WalkArlington are coordinating 

with APS staff to make this a county wide celebration at ALL Arlington public schools.  Most will be small 

celebrations before school.  Staff is talking to Thomas Jefferson Middle School to arrange a more 

substantial event with Mr Tejada and School Board Chair, celebrating Bike and Walk to School and 

promoting the PAL artwork design contest for an ART bus.  Information and general resources for 

Arlington schools are posted at BikeArlington .com and WalkArlington.com 

3. PAL Campaign for safe and courteous behavior and interactions on our streets 

Status: A new addition to the PAL webpage is an online toolkit.  This includes all the images and logos 

that have been developed to promote PAL.  The images are available on the website to share and repost 

freely. The PAL artwork design contest for an ART bus is now live for Arlington middle and high school 

students.  Details are here: http://www.commuterpage.com/pages/special-programs/iride-for-

arlington-teens/artists-for-pal-contest/ 

4. Education and Encouragement for the Shirlington Day Laborers 

Status: In February, BikeArlington organized a bike safety seminar (in Spanish) for the Day Laborers 

group in Shirlington (SEEC).  30 people attended the presentation on bike safety and were provided with 

free bike helmets (properly fitted and adjusted), bike lights and reflective straps. The seminar was very 

well received and BikeArlington is planning a return trip in the spring for basic bike maintenance and 

tune ups. Most of this group depends on biking for their daily transportation. 

SEEC Day Laborers getting fitted for helmets and receive bike lights 

http://www.commuterpage.com/pages/special-programs/iride-for-arlington-teens/artists-for-pal-contest/
http://www.commuterpage.com/pages/special-programs/iride-for-arlington-teens/artists-for-pal-contest/
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ENGINEERING 
1. Changes to current on-street bike network in conjunction with the 2013 paving plan: 

 Military Road (Nellie Custis to Lee Hwy) 2,700 ft. sharrows  
 Henderson Road (Glebe Rd. to George Mason Drive)  1,100 ft. sharrows  
 N. Meade Street (Marshall Dr. to Arlington Blvd. bridge) 1,050 ft. bike lanes 
 N. Harrison Street (Little Falls Rd. to Williamsburg Blvd.) 2,100 ft. bike lanes 
 N. Harrison Street (27th St. to 22nd St.) 2,640 ft. bike lanes 
The N. Harrison Street road diet and safety improvements project is under construction. (See info sheet, 

attached).  Shopping Center median island is complete. Nubs at Chestnut Hill Park are in process.  Final 

paving and re-striping will happen this spring. 

 
This configuration is similar to what N. Harrison Street will look like near the Lee-Harrison Shopping Center. The lane 
reduction will improve safety for pedestrians crossing between the Safeway and the Harris Teeter, while also reducing 
traffic congestion created by left turning cars. 

2. Comprehensive trail and street wayfinding protocol for cyclists and pedestrians is complete.  

Installations of the new signs along the Custis Trail between Rosslyn and Ballston is complete. On-

street wayfinding signs between Rosslyn and Ballston will begin in spring. Planning has begun for the 

next phase of signs.  These will be located along the County’s major trails: Custis, W&OD, lower Four 

Mile Run and Bluemont Junction. (Dedicated decal fee funding). 

New wayfinding signs installed on the Custis Trail.  By summer 2013 approximately 280 signs will mark the complete 

street and trail network between Rosslyn and Ballston. 
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3. Sections of existing bike lanes are being evaluated for upgrading to buffered bike lanes.  Clarendon 

Boulevard between Fillmore Street and Adams Street (1,500 ft.) was striped in September with two 

foot buffers on both sides of the bike lane.   South Eads Street between S. Glebe Road and 23rd 

Street S. will be marked with buffered bike lanes in 2013. 

  
Example of a buffered bike lane from the NACTO urban bikeway design guide (left) 

 and the new Clarendon Blvd. buffered bike lane (right). 

4. Proposed green bike lane segments for 2013: 

 N Lynn St – 19
th

 to I-66 on-ramp (leftover) 

 Clarendon Blvd across 17
th

 St exit at Rosslyn Commons (if street is paved and finished) 

 N Sycamore St – SB approach to 19
th

 St N across turn lane merge 

 N Sycamore St – SB approach to Washington Blvd across turn lane merge 

 N Sycamore St – SB approach to Lee Hwy across turn lane merge 

 N Sycamore St – SB south of Lee Hwy across merge from slip lane 

 N Sycamore St – NB approach to Lee Hwy across turn lane merge 

 N Sycamore St – NB south of Lee Hwy across merge from slip lane 

Total: approximately 1,000 linear feet. 
 
5. 2nd Street S. bike lanes 

Taking advantage of an upcoming WSS repaving project, new bike lanes will be installed from Glebe 

Road to S. Irving Street in the Arlington Heights civic association near Thomas Jefferson Community 

Center.  This will require the modification of existing curb extensions in a number of places.  The 

project will also take this opportunity to install new ADA compliant pedestrian ramps at all the 

intersections in the project area and eliminate some sidewalk obstructions within the public ROW.  

Additional funding is being provided by the Walkarlington program. Project will be completed by the 

summer. 
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6. Installation of two covered bike shelters for 48 bikes at the Clarendon Metro station as part of the 

Clarendon Metro plaza redevelopment project is complete.  Installation of racks is complete too and 

is open to the public. 

An identical bike shelter was installed in March as part of the S. Hayes Street improvements in 

Pentagon City, providing covered parking for 28 bikes.  An additional 24 weather-protected bike 

parking spaces have been installed in various other locations throughout the project area. 

This brings the total number of dedicated bike shelters in the 

County to four. All together, these provide weather protected 

parking for up to 108 bikes. 

In addition, each of these locations will soon have a bike 

repair stand installed nearby.  This stand will include an air 

pump and tools for making basic repairs and adjustments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. FHWA sponsored S. Joyce Street 

bicycle and pedestrian project is 

complete, with pedestrian scale 

lighting now being completed.)  

Funding to complete design & 

construction of adjacent Army 

Navy Drive $5M road diet and 

cycletrack included in 2013 CIP.   

      
 

  

New Clarendon Metro Plaza showing the new bike shelters New bike shelter near the Pentagon City metro 

"Fixit" bike repair rack includes a pump and 
tools for basic repairs and adjustments. 

Joyce Street improvements 
before (left) and after (right). 
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8. “Complete Streets” projects:  (Dedicated decal fee funding)   

Four projects are currently under development with three more in the pipeline: 

 S. George Mason Drive (Arlington Blvd to 6th St) – Construction is complete. There will be some 
minor milling and paving this summer. HAWK Signal is under design. 

 Walter Reed Drive (5th St S to Columbia Pike) – Currently at 90% design. Tentative date for 
construction is Summer 2013. 

 Courthouse Road (2nd St S to Columbia Pike) – Currently at 90% design. Tentative date for 
construction is Summer 2013. 

 Fillmore St (Arlington Blvd to 5th St) – IPR complete and project has been assigned to an 
engineer. Survey work has begun. Survey should be completed by May or June.  

9. Arlington is preparing a number of short and 

long term fixes to the W&OD Trail crossing of 

Lee Highway, including: visibility and 

alignment improvements, upgraded signage 

and roadway striping and changes to traffic 

signal operations.  A study of signal timing has 

been undertaken. 

 

 

 

10. Design complete on Columbia Pike bike boulevards (9th Street S. & 12th Street S.) Signs and pavement 

marking plans are in final review. RFP for signal work to go out this spring. Design of the Glebe Road 

crossing is being coordinated with VDOT.   
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11. Bike parking:  Continue 

installation of bike racks in high 

priority locations.  (Target: 50-

70/year).  

 

 

 

 

 

12. The second phase of the Washington Boulevard Trail is at about 90% design and has been reviewed 

by advisory commissions and civic associations including: E2C2, Urban Forestry, Parks & Rec, BAC, 

PAC and TC. The design has been revised to further reduce impact to canopy trees.  A page on the 

County website has also been set up to help keep residents informed. Planned construction start: 

fall 2013.  The project will require VDOT permits before proceeding to construction. 

13. Staff has begun designing a new trail connection from street level in Potomac Yard down to the Four 

Mile Run trail. This connection will provide a direct link for cyclists and pedestrians in Potomac Yard 

to the Four Mile Run, W&OD and Mt. Vernon Trails.  The existing railroad trestle will be demolished 

in spring and summer of 2013 by Pulte Homes, the developers of Alexandria’s Land Bay “F”.  Access 

for Four Mile Run trail will be maintained throughout the demolition.  Also, a temporary ADA 

compliant path with bike access will be constructed to replace an existing dangerous, informal 

footpath that currently runs down the slope. 

 
Illustrative graphic from the Four Mile Run Master Plan showing proposed Potomac Yard trail connection 

 

  

New In-Street racks installed near Java Shack. 
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EVALUATION 

1. Install permanent bike counters.  (Dedicated decal fee funding.) 
Status:  Twenty-eight automatic counters are now operating in the field, logging data 24/7, 

communicating via modem with a web-based display, analysis, and reporting site.  Two more counters 

have been installed as part of the FHWA project on South Joyce Street, and will be activated very soon. 

Three portable counters are currently off-line in the DES office.  Ten bicycle-only counters have been 

installed in on-street bike lane locations: Military Road, N. Quincy Street, Fairfax Drive (Virginia Square), 

Wilson & Clarendon Boulevards (Clarendon/Courthouse), and Crystal Drive (Crystal City). 

 

 

Map showing locations of automatic counters as of January 2013. 
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Arlington County was selected as one of only four test sites for federally-supported research on 

methods and technologies of collecting bicycle and pedestrian volume data.  Researchers will record 

bicycle and pedestrian activity at existing counter locations, and evaluate additional equipment. This 

research will improve best practices in the field, and help develop adjustment factors (for weather, 

season, type of facility, etc.). 

 
Screen capture of “Eco-Visio” dashboard for managing Arlington's network of automated counters. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eco-Counter ‘s “Eco-Totem,” a new and improved "bicycle 

barometer", which  publicly presents real-time bicycle numbers, is 

being evaluated for the rebuilt Custis Trail at Rosslyn Circle. 
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2. Collaboration with National Park Service 
DES conducted a short term bicycle / pedestrian count in November using portable equipment at 

Memorial Circle. The data will be used to complement other safety studies at this hazardous 

location. Even in cold, rainy weather, more than 2,000 people per day, on average, walk and bicycle 

across Memorial Bridge between Arlington and the District of Columbia. A new bicycle and 

pedestrian count study is now underway at a trail crossing of Northbound George Washington 

Memorial Parkway near Memorial Circle. These results will be combined with a radar speed and 

volume study of vehicles on GWMP at the same location. 

3. Continued participation in the National Bike/Pedestrian Documentation Project 
Counts were taken in September 2012 as part of our annual NBPD volunteer count event.   Data 

from these days (Sept. 13 and 15) can be used to calibrate our automatic counters.  Arlington has 

now submitted the bulk of our automatic counter data for inclusion in this national database.  

Arlington, Alexandria and the National Park Service collaborated and will share data from the 

September 2012 national count. 

4. Publish bike and pedestrian data stats 

The new bike and pedestrian data dashboard is live on the bikearlington website.  (See link, below). 
http://www.bikearlington.com/pages/biking-in-arlington/counter-dashboard/ 

 
Screen capture of the new Bike/Ped Counter dashboard on Bikearlington.com 
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The BikeArlington team has defined a basic protocol for sharing bicycle and pedestrian data. The raw 

counter data will be offered on a public website, and the public will be invited to refine the open data. 

This will help support research and take advantage of the crowdsourcing benefits of open information.  

At the same time, data sets are being made available to academic researchers. The aim is for the 

academic and public releases to improve each other. 

Data trends 

The Custis Rosslyn site (at the 3.5 mile marker) consistently records the highest bicycle numbers on 

Arlington-managed trails. This counter, our oldest, has been in continual service since October 2009.  

Only the Mount Vernon Trail, managed by NPS, sees higher bicycle numbers.  

Cyclists consistently make up more than half of all trail users at all the locations where we count, with a 
low value of 56% on the W&OD in Bon Air Park and a high value of 70% at both the Custis Trail near 
Rosslyn and the Four Mile Run Trail near Shirlington. 

New bike lane counters on Wilson Boulevard and Clarendon Boulevard indicate that this one-way 

couplet carries approximately one-third as many bicycles as the roughly parallel stretch of the Custis 

Trail along I-66. 

Monthly Bicycle Totals: July 2011-February 2013  (Figures in italics are estimated values) 

  W&OD EFC W&OD Bon Air Custis Bon Air 
Custis 

Rosslyn 
Four Mile 

Run 
MVT 

Airport 

11-Jul 38,590 33,061 34,415 45,306 31,575 71000 

Aug 37,664 33,414 34,784 44,420 30,226 72000 

Sept 33,535 26,617 26,804 35,489 24,111 55,315 

Oct 23,076 21,303 22,413 31,367 21,087 48,747 

Nov 15,540 16,540 18,549 25,701 16,538 35,451 

Dec 9,957 9,699 12,209 17,601 16,203 22,269 

12-Jan 10,067 10,483 12,464 16,969 11,845 24,268 

Feb 11,467 11,059 14,172 20,968 12,290 25,313 

March 24,710 23,558 26,752 37,465 23,241 53,832 

April 26,068 27,435 28,980 38,734 30,000 61,736 

May 35,573 33,509 34,885 46,382 35,000 73,825 

June 44,473 36,864 36,543 48,044 44,855 78,547 

July 33,936 32,782 34,075 44,114 31,490 71,596 

Aug 34,770 33,553 34,056 45,142 33,000 72,263 

Sep 37,991 34,480 34,081 45,791 47,832 75,185 

Oct 23,665 21,022 23,986 30,000 21,000 49,542 

Nov 16,796 14,595 17,349 13,888 15,711 33,595 

Dec 11,969 9,712 12,537 18,700 11,385 22,363 

13-Jan 12,000 9,691 11,922 18,776 11,148 23,015 

Feb 8,716 7,566 10,173 15,992 8,818 17,688 

   March 14,554 13,303 14,794 21,946 14,208 31,042 
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21 months of bicycle counts at select locations 

5. Expand the system of automatic bicycle and pedestrian counters 

Staff have begun planning the build-out of an anticipated 50-counter system through the current 

and next two fiscal years (FY 2013-2015). The following map indicates where these counters are 

planned. They include: four locations on bridges across the Potomac; six locations on shared-use 

trails; eight locations on bike lanes, bike boulevards, and cycle tracks; and a real-time Eco-Totem 

with custom pedestrian capabilities on the Custis Trail in Rosslyn. 
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Group Bike Rides in Arlington, Spring 2013 

National Capital Velo Club – Monday, 6pm from Italian Store (April – September) 

Freshbikes – Tuesday afternoon ride (starts second week of May, includes Food Trucks and free food) 

National Capital Velo Club – Wednesday Hill Ride, 6pm from Italian Store (April – September) 

Revolution Cycles – Thursday afternoon ride (May – September) 

Tri360 – Saturday Hill Ride (year round) 

Revolution Cycles – Sunday morning ride (April - October) 

Squadra Coppi Group Ride – Sunday morning from Java Shack (year round) 

Lunch in Shirlington Ride – Sunday Morning (year round) 

An ad hoc Kidical Mass ride or family biking event may happen later this summer. 

Arlington Fun Ride, October 2013 

 

 


