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Public Spaces Master Plan - Implementation Advisory Committee (PSMP-IAC) Virtual Meeting 

Meeting Summary 

December 14, 2020 
7:00-9:00 pm 

 

PSMP-IAC Members 

In Attendance:  
 Bill Ross, Park and Recreation Commission 
 Jane Rudolph, Department of Parks and Recreation  
 Sergio Enriquez, Park and Recreation Commission 
 Nancy Sharkey, Sports Commission 
 Erik Beach, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Jane Siegel, Planning Commission  
 Daron Coates, Economic Development Commission 
 Andrea Walker, Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
 Bill Gillen, Arlington Public Schools 
 Caroline Haynes, Urban Forestry Commission 
 Teresa Leonardo, Environment and Energy Conservation Commission (E2C2) 

Absent:  

 Elizabeth Kiker, Bicycle Advisory Committee 
 Peter Robertson, Fiscal Affairs Advisory Commission (FAAC) 

 

Other Attendees 

County Staff:  

 Irena Lazic, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Bethany Heim, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Walter Gonzalez, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Ryan Delaney, Department of Parks and Recreation 

Public:  

 Scott Miles  
 Bernard Berne   
 Colt Gregory  
 Adam Rasmussen 
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Meeting Summary 

 

The Public Spaces Master Plan-Implementation Advisory Committee (PSMP-IAC) met virtually 
on December 14, 2020, to discuss the progress of the PSMP implementation. Staff presented 
brief updates on the progress of the priorities included in the County Board guidance and 
specifically focused on the engagement and timeline for the Forestry and Natural Resources 
Plan process and casual use space inventory.  

Public Comment: No public comment was received.  

PSMP-IAC Discussion:  

The PSMP-IAC Co-Chair, Bill Ross, introduced a new Committee member, Daron Coates, 
representing the Economic Development Commission. It was also announced that Peter 
Robertson will be joining the PSMP-IAC representing the Fiscal Affairs Advisory Commission.  

Staff presented examples received from the site visits conducted by the PSMP-IAC members 
and their observations related to casual uses.      

The PSMP-IAC discussion started with the focus on difficulties in defining open space areas 
between amenities (one example included the narrow strip of grass between the path and the 
tennis courts at Towers Park). The Committee members agreed that if these areas were not 
used for casual use, they should be considered left over areas and excluded from the casual use 
inventory. Another example discussed was the concrete path surrounding the field at Rocky 
Run Park and the PSMP-IAC members concluded that the path should be included in the 
inventory as it is often used casually for riding bikes, reading books, gathering or relaxing.  

The PSMP-IAC members agreed that rain gardens and similar amenities should be included in 
the inventory, however, rain gardens in the middle of medians should be excluded as they are 
not used for casual use.  

Quincy Park was used as an example to discuss fields as casual uses. Some Committee members 
suggested creating a new category of space that represents fields when the fences are 
down/fields without fences. Others argued that if a space has a primary function as a field, if it 
is already primarily something else, then it should not be counted as casual use. The Committee 
members also noted that the fences are down for a big part of the year and are heavily used 
and not including them would be undercounting casual use of fields. Acknowledging that the 
County has limited land and is moving in the direction of flexible uses (multi-uses), a Committee 
member suggested creating a new category for convertible fields that could be called “flexible 
use” as fields are often large spaces that also serve as a community gathering and event spaces.  

Regarding the inclusion of natural resources as casual use spaces (Barcroft Park example), some 
Committee members suggested that if these spaces are managed and properly signed for use, 
they could be counted as part of the inventory, however, others argued that access to these 



3 
 

sensitive natural resources should generally be discouraged and excluded from the casual use 
consideration. Additional comments questioned an implicit assumption that casual use is 
destructive and argued that casual use could be just observation. A different approach of 
separating casual use vs experience was also mentioned.  

Additional Committee discussions included an acknowledgment that the intent of the inventory 
was to draw lines between different amenities to achieve consistency and importance of 
understanding how these spaces are really used (Lyon Village Park example) and be more 
liberal in casual use definition.  

The Committee recommended that Swanson School Park should not be included in the 
inventory, while 21 St N. and N. Stafford St. Park, although lacking proper signage and bench to 
make it more welcoming, should be included.  

Staff presented several examples of parks with large wooded areas, and the Committee 
suggested including only areas specifically intended for casual use (Fort Bennet and Palisades 
Trail example) and excluding areas primarily designated for other purposes, such as cultural 
resources (Civil War earthworks) at Fort Ethan Allen Park.  

The meeting concluded with a suggestion to explore measurements and evaluation criteria to 
be more objective in inventorying casual use spaces.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


