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8th Road N and N Lexington Street – Safe Routes to School Project 
Online Feedback Summary 
 

As part the community engagement process for the 8th Road N and N Lexington Street Safe Routes to 
School Project, an online engagement opportunity was available from 11/3/2020 – 12/7/2020. 
Throughout the planning process, the project team also hosted block meetings, attended the Bluemont 
Civic Association, met with staff and the PTA president of Ashlwan Elementary School and provided 
updates as requested. 

Overall, 60% of respondents online strongly agree or agree that the proposed changes would have a 
positive impact on how they travel along 8th Road N and N Lexington Street. As well, 60% of 
respondents felt the proposed changes would make them feel much safer or safer while walking. 

 

Question 1: You are a: (Select all that apply) 

• 93.33% - Resident in Arlington 
• 6.67% - Worker in Arlington 
• 6.67% - Visitor in Arlington 
• 0% - Business or commercial property owner in Arlington 
• 0% - Commuter through Arlington 

15 answered; 0 skipped 

Question 2: On a typical day, how do you travel around Arlington? (Select all that apply) 

• 86.7% - Walk 
• 53.3% - Take transit (bus, Metro) 
• 46.7% - Ride a bicycle 
• 6.7% - Ride a scooter 
• 60% - Driver a personal vehicle 
• 13.3% - Other (please specify) 

Other: Run, Taxi/Uber 

15 answered; 0 skipped 
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Question 3:  

Overall, how safe will the proposed changes make you feel while traveling along 8th Road N and N 
Lexington Street using the following types of transportation? 

 

15 answered; 0 skipped 

Question 4: 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement: The advanced concept 
design will have a positive impact on how I travel along 8th Road N and N Lexington Street. 

 

15 answered; 0 skipped 
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Question 5: 

Please share any additional comments in the box below regarding the advanced concept plans. 

Glad the County is finally getting around to this. I live at 5712 8th Rd. North. It will also have a 
beneficial effect of slowing down traffic and making the Kensington/Lexington cut-through from 
Carlin Springs to Wilson less desirable for drivers. 
It’s a terrible idea. But you all seem to be set on it and ignoring the feedback of the people that live 
here. The road traffic will not work with your proposed change. How about improving the stairs from 
Kensington to wilson. Wilson has already been updated to be safer to walk on. Don’t waste a ton of 
money on a poorly conceived project just to check some boxes you seem to have.  
I am a homeowner/resident on 8th RD N for 10 years and I am against this project. Especially limiting 
parking to the south side of 8th RD N.  The stretch of Kensington ST b/n Carlin Springs RD and 8TH RD 
N has a sidewalk and parking on both sides is permitted.  Limiting parking to one side would greatly 
impact and create unnecessary dangers for residents of 8TH RD N.  If the 4' wide planting strip was 
removed would parking still have to be limited to one side? 
 
Residents of 8TH RD N and Lexington ST N will be competing for parking b/c our the majority of our 
driveways only allow for one car.  Not to mention it will be room for the residents on the south side of 
8TH RD N to put out their trashcans.  The street is typically full evenings and weekends on both sides.  
That doesn't account for visitors, contractors, and people that park on 8TH RD N to access the W&OD 
trail.  8TH RD N is a cut through for access b/n route 50 and 66 and usually speed up and down 8TH 
RD N so it will create a dangerous situation for residents on the south side to back out of their 
driveways from a visibility standpoint. 
 
I'm also concerned with the level of input the residents of 8TH RD N and Lexington ST N have been 
allowed.  We have not heard anything about this project moving forward for a year.  We were against 
it then and against it now.  And suddenly we receive a letter in the mail saying it's moving forward.  
That is not keeping the people most impacted involved.  
As a resident at the intersection of 8th Rd N and N Lexington St., the proposal will directly impact my 
family daily. We feel the proposal to restrict parking to only one side of the street is shortsighted and 
does not address other possible solutions to mitigate the consequences that will affect residents. 
I received the letter indicating that the county has final design plans and is moving forward with the 
8th Road N. from N. Kensington to N. Lexington St. sidewalk project.  Although the link to the plans 
was provided in hardcopy letter, there was no link to the short online feedback form, so no one will 
be able to provide feedback and the deadline is 11/18 (less than 5 days upon receipt).   Was this 
intentional?  That is part of the reason moving forward with this project is very unfortunate.  Its not 
up to me to inform the neighbors, but had no other choice. The most impacted neighbors have had 
no voice.  The problems and risks this project will cause highly outweigh the benefits.  There are not 
that many pedestrians that would use this sidewalk for getting kids to school.  Have you polled the 
numbers to find out first?  The majority of the neighbors on the street are against the sidewalk on 8th 
Road N. because the parking on both sides is being limited to one side.  Parking and the road is 
already tight, and now as a homeowner for over 26 years and a taxpayer, I will have to compete for 
parking in my own neighborhood.    Houses with a driveway only allow for one car width-wise and 
some houses do not have driveways at all so the street is already full on both sides when residents 
are home (evenings/weekends/holidays).  Visibility would be very limited for residents on the side of 
the street where parking is allowed, thus causing a dangerous situation when backing out.  Parking is 
not by permit, so we have folks parking here from out of county to catch bus to metro to commute 
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downtown and to go to park and they don’t even live here.  At the least, zoning laws should be put in 
place so only permit parking exists.  Have you looked into that?  Trash days, leaf dump and pickup, the 
never ending swell of contractors, and the narrowing of the streets will cause many hazards.  Have 
you looked into that?  During winter months, parking will also be a hazard with drivers trying to make 
it up the hill—because that is the way cars will be facing.   Look at the number of wrecks here on the 
hill during ice and snow days.   Have you looked into that?  I bet the majority of the voters don’t even 
live on the street.  I know at least 5 of the immediate neighbors have written to you and don’t agree 
with this project and hopefully our voices will be heard, since we are the most impacted. Why not 
spend the money on lighting, stoplights, speedbumps, circles, etc…. Once again, please put this on the 
record. Anything you can do to have our opinions as the most impacted heard would be greatly 
appreciated. 
  
The street will be too narrow. You do not have space for a four-foot strip to allow street trees 
because it is more important that the street be wide enough for cars, bikes and scooters to avoid each 
other.  A two-foot utility strip would be better. You should not take away parking. You should reduce 
the sidewalks to avoid eliminating parking. Most importantly:  Please make sure you have consulted 
ALL the people living along these streets, and listen to their concerns.   

This is a great plan, I fully support it. Many people walk down 8th Road N with Strollers, kids and bikes 
and cars round the corner very fast. The side walk will make things much safer. Also people can 
connect to the park via the dirt road at the end of 8th Road N. It is good you are not paving the park.  
I have expressed concern in the past regarding the presence of a convicted pedophile who had been 
living (or perhaps still does live) in a rooming house a few streets over. He was no longer on parole 
and was free to watch and shadow children getting on/off a school bus stop near N. Emerson in 
Bluemont Junction Park. There are three other individuals on the State Police registry who are 
definitely still living a short distance from the project area: https://sex-
offender.vsp.virginia.gov/sor/executeCountySearch.html?searchid=x93485&countySearchCriteria.excl
udeIncarcerated=on&d-6484321-
p=1&search.type=com.vsp.sor.pub.web.action.CountySearchAction1604698010766&_csrf=bb92bf4c-
fa11-4072-beab-
76aba12ba904&countySearchCriteria.offenderFilterType=1&countySearchCriteria.county=ARLINGTO
N+CO. It is not safe to encourage elementary school children to walk through any of our parks to 
reach school. Time and again, our community police liaison officers have told residents that there is 
little crime, EXCEPT ALONG THE BIKE PATHS AND TRAILS. I ask staff and the school system to 
reconsider recommending any routes that takes young children through wooded or remote areas. 
This is an urban area, and children should not be walking in these places without an adult being 
present. Thank you. 
The design is good but it should alos include a rebuild of the southwest corner of Wilson and 
Lexington street to get better ADA ramps and permanently reduce the curb return radius for a safer 
crossing. 
Cars turning into N Lexington from Wilson Blvd often cut the corners and drive too fast creating a real 
problem especially for pedestrians but also for others. The walkway will increase safety but getting 
cars to stay in their lanes and reduce speed is also important.  

 

10 answered; 5 skipped 

Names and personal information, such as home addresses, have been removed from this public document. 
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