
Dear Charlie, 

  

Thank you for writing up your comments about the 4MRV Policy Framework. I saw your 

suggestions about S Arlington Mill Drive. The 4MRV project boundaries approved by the 

County Board do not include S. Arlington Mill Drive. We understand why it seems logical to 

suggest changes on this street but, for a variety of reasons outlined below, this 

roadway needs to addressed  separately following the adoption of the master 

plan.  
  

The Shirlington Civic Association has begun a conversation with the County about 

S. Arlington Mill Drive. We invited transportation staff to present at our meeting 

last November. This was helpful. Our community's major concern with this street 

is pedestrian safety, better crosswalks, and slowing down vehicles. AFAC's clients 

need this protection too.  
  

This process will take some time. Here are some of the reasons why: 

  

1) We want to see how the Walter Reed Bridge changes work out. How will traffic 

change? What will we learn, what needs to be tweaked, and what might be the 

unintended consequences? This project is starting right now - you can see the gas 

company vehicles moving lines at the edge of the AAAA Storage parking lot. It will be 

ongoing most of this year. We'll have questions about Shirlington Road bridge design 

as well. 

  

2) We always want to talk to the Trades Center and make sure we are understanding 

their traffic patterns and future needs. You might assume this has been done. 

Actually, the possible change at Taylor Street turn that was presented to the 4MRV 

Working Group last week had not been run by the Trades Center.  I checked. Would 

this change cause a back-up of returning school buses? This gives us pause. We've 

asked for this to be done.  

  

3) We have a potential new building project. Federal Realty's application for a special 

GLUP study for their surface parking lot site along S Arlington Mill Drive has been 

added to the CPHD Work Plan for later this year. I was at the Planning Commission 

about this last night. All the traffic patterns in the immediate area will be assessed as 

part of this process. The flow with Shirlington Road bridge will come up in this 

discussion as well.  

  

4) I will forward to you separately our Feb. 3rd letter to CPHD explaining why 

using private parking garages in the Village for 4MRV overflow is unrealistic 



given the multi-tenant garage agreements that CPHD itself approved years 

back.  
  

5) Finally, Shirlington residents actually want to see what increased parking 

arrangements are made insidethe 4MRV Master Plan Area before signing off on 

changes to S. Arlington Mill Drive.  

  

Shirlington has from the beginning strongly advised the 4MRV Working Group to take 

seriously the new parking needs that will be generated by the 4MRV Master Plan 

implementation and to address them within the project area as required under the County's 

planning rules.  

  

Please let me know if you have any questions and we look forward to discussing these 

matters with you as we move forward. AFAC is always invited to participate in our meetings 

and to provide input. We are deeply appreciative of all that you do. Many of our community 

are stalwart volunteers at AFAC. You know that. Your new offices and facilities look great! 

  

All best wishes, 

  

Edie 

  

Edith R. Wilson 

(703) 347-1382 m 

president@shirlingtoncivicassociation.org 

 






