
Board Members,  

 

In advance of Tuesday's working session on the 4MRV process, I would like to provide the 

following input from the Sports Commission perspective.  

 

Ongoing Strong Need for Additional Active and Passive Recreation Space 

 

As you recognized in your charge to the 4MRV Working Group, there is a strong need for 

additional active and passive recreation space in the 4MRV area. Your charge directed the 

working group to plan for the replacement and realignment of existing park amenities and to 

address the growing need for park, recreational, and culture uses. The working group was 

essentially charged with figuring out how to best use existing park space and the five properties 

the DPR has acquired over time to meet a range of competing (and sometimes complementary) 

needs.   

 

As you know, the working group agree about using two of the properties to expand Jennie Dean 

Park, but is essentially divided on how to best use the three properties west of Nelson Street. 

Nauck neighbors, the businesses, and the arts community strongly favor using all three properties 

to jump start an arts district. The Sports Commission and the Park and Recreation Commission 

have jointly opposed this plan and question the appropriateness of using park bond money for 

this purpose.  

 

With a full understanding of all of the pros and cons of moving in either direction, the 

Sports Commission thinks it's important to emphasize that the long-standing need for 

additional active and passive recreational spaces in this densely populated part of 

Arlington has not gone away. The need for open space is severe. The properties acquired 

by DPR offered an opportunity to provide for expanded open, casual use space in Jennie 

Dean Park by moving certain small amenities, like tennis courts or the basketball court, 

into the area west of Nelson Street. These properties also offered an opportunity to create 

new active or passive recreation amenities, like a fitness center, volleyball court, bocce ball 

court, parkour course, or simply gardens and open green space, in this area. The creation 

of an arts district prevents any/all of this from happening.  
 

Future Layout of Jennie Dean Park 

 

The layout of Jennie Dean Park must take account of a range of considerations, including 

aligning existing amenities in a logical and safe manner, opening up access to Four Mile Run 

stream, creating contiguous open space, and creating pathways through the park. This is a lot to 

ask from a relatively confined area. The key consideration is where to place the two largest 

amenities -- the diamond fields -- and then configure the remaining space to maximum 

advantage. Staff and consultants worked very hard to figure out the best layout possible that also 

met other important considerations, which is what they presented in the policy framework.  

 

The Nauck community is anxious to have a maximum amount of open space along Four Mile 

Run Drive. In recognition of this, the working group voted 12-10 that the Board should direct 

staff to replace the design in the policy framework with a different design that is more responsive 



to Nauck. There are pros and cons of each design, but one important difference is that the Nauck-

preferred plan would eliminate one source of parking and use it as a location for the tennis and 

basketball courts.  

 

As mentioned above, more open space could be created in Jennie Dean Park by moving any or 

all courts to the area west of Nelson Street. Staff have already noted that it would be costly to 

rehabilitate the police warehouse. Perhaps this building should be demolished and turned into 

multi-purpose tennis courts that could also serve the pickle ball and futsal communities. Such an 

area could also serve as a plaza for arts and music festivals on selected weekends.  

 

Park and Recreation Spaces Elsewhere in the Study Area 

 

There are opportunities in the future to create active and passive recreation spaces elsewhere in 

the study area. For example, subareas C and D could provide opportunities for siting a multi-use 

athletic center or field house (indoor field) or for new open/green spaces. Using subareas C and 

D for this purposes would provide more recreational amenities closer to the heart of Nauck. 

Large public recreational amenities can have a revitalizing effect on neighboring properties, as 

has been seen on a much larger scale with the MCI Center and Nationals Stadium in 

Washington, D.C.  

 

If the Board ultimately decides to support an arts district in the area west of Nelson Street, 

perhaps it can direct staff to explore ways to expand opportunities for active and passive 

recreation along Shirlington Road.  

 

Parking Concerns Near Jennie Dean Park 

 

Parking is and will continue to be a challenge near Jennie Dean Park. Regardless of what 

direction is taken west of Nelson Street, it is likely that more car traffic will be coming to this 

area. The policy framework contains staff's recommendations for how to best maximize parking 

without building a costly parking structure, but the working group voted by a slim majority 

against the policy framework. Some of this opposition comes from the Nauck community, 

which does not support the addition of angled parking along Four Mile Run Drive. Some of this 

opposition comes from the business community which worries about difficulty accessing its 

properties.  

 

Making the park a more attractive place with appealing amenities will mean more vehicle traffic 

-- even near-by neighbors may drive to transport children to the playground or use the picnic 

shelter. An arts district and the associated festivals and special events will also attract people 

from outside the study area, many of whom will drive. Yet, the working group has struggled to 

accept that these amenities and features will almost inherently require more parking near the 

park, if not directly in the park.  

 

How did the Sports Commission Vote? 

 



 Voted in favor of the policy framework as it relates to (1) Jennie Dean Park, (2) the two-

block area west of Nelson Street, (3) the traffic management plan, and (4) subarea D. The 

Commission thinks the design for Jennie Dean Park is a reasonable option that addresses 

many needs. It supports a compromise option between arts and recreation in the two-

block area. It believes staff have put forth a good-faith effort to suggest ways to manage 

traffic along Four Mile Run Drive.  

 Voted against the motion to replace the park design with something more favorable 

toward Nauck. The Commission is not inherently against Nauck's desire for more open 

space along Four Mile Run Drive but we are concerned that Nauck would not allow more 

than one design to go forward, and we are concerned about crucial parking spaces being 

eliminated by the alternative design.  

 Voted against the motions to remove any private businesses from the park planning area. 

The Commission believes it is appropriate for the County to have maximum flexibility to 

do long-term planning. Morever, removing the buildings may limit the County's ability to 

acquire any of these properties in the future.  

 Voted against amending the policy framework to include the recommendations by the 

working group's arts district committee. The Commission believes the policy framework 

already reflects much of the work of the committee.  

 Voted in favor of the motion to emphasize that all property acquisition will be done from 

willing sellers and not by using Eminent Domain. 

 Voted in favor of the motion that staff should look for opportunities for structured or 

underground parking.  

I hope this input is helpful in advance of tomorrow's meeting. I will be on-hand to answer any 

questions you may have.  

 

Thanks, 

 

Shirley Brothwell 

 


