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Dear Richard, Scott and 4MRV Team, 
  
Thank you for circulating the draft 4MRV Policy Framework in advance of the Feb. 
6th meeting. We’ll review it with our community over the next 2 months and convey the 
feedback we receive. In the meantime, the Shirlington Representatives and 
Alternates to the 4MRV Working Group have the following comments and specific 
additions or corrections for this draft. We'll bring copies of this tonight and submit this 
on the website. 
  
Overall 
  
We welcome the County's draft Policy Framework and commend Staff for its 
responsiveness to many community suggestions and requests. We support the Jennie 
Dean Park Concept (pp. 25 - 6) and appreciate that Phase 1 and 2 are presented. The 
phasing makes sense to us. The design meets many of our community's needs and 
expectations, and provides recreation, improved open, green space and a lovely 
playground space near new restrooms. It also enhances tree canopy, visual access to the 
stream, and RPA protection. We enthusiastically welcome the improvements for 
Shirlington Park, the realistic presentation of Shirlington Dog Park limitations and needs, 
and the suggestions for Allie S. Freed Park. All of this will improve the connectivity and 
provide more equitable resources in Arlington's park system along Four Mile Run stream 
from East Fall Church to the Potomac. Thank you for all the work that went into this. 
  
Omissions from Policy Framework 
  

1.     Community Center Space and Facilities   
On November 21, 2016, the three neighborhood civic association presidents wrote to 
you, the County Board and the Working Group:"…our neighborhoods and civic 
associations urgently need programs and a community center that works with and is a 
part of the community it serves, to meet the needs we all identify." This space should be 
walkable from our communities. This Policy Framework indicates the likely 
redevelopment of the County Parks & Recreation building at 3700 S Four Mile Run 
Drive. If this building were built up as 3 - 4 floors, per current County policy, it will 
surely be possible to provide one floor for community classes, meetings, career training, 
and similar uses. As we have pointed out numerous times, Nauck has no new 
community center in the Town Square plan and limited space at 
Drew Elementary School. The Shirlington community has occasional access to a single, 
overbooked room at the public library. We would like the Policy Framework and final 
report to include a specific, clear mention of this. The only further reference to an 
undefined “community facility” is on the Future Land Use Map on page 41. Please 
strengthen the oblique  references to community facilities and insert a clear statement 



about this need or explain why not.  (And no, we don’t want to hear that this is suddenly 
a “County-wide process” in which South Arlington once again comes too late to the 
party.) 
  

2.     4MRV Electric Power Distribution Poles and Transformers 
This Policy Framework does not yet address the need to reconfigure aging, drooping 
wooden distribution poles and transformers, if not the power transmission towers in 
4MRV project area. This has been part of earlier streetscape improvements work below 
Shirlington Road. In relation to this, we call to your attention the section on 
"Infrastructure Actions - Undergrounding of Dominion Virginia Power Transmission 
Lines, Four Mile Run Restoration Master Plan , March 2006, p. 96. Early in the Working 
Group deliberations, we asked to hear from Dominion Power but this never happened. 
Let's be clear: only the County working with the utility company can improve the visual 
blight of distribution poles and transformers along South Four Mile Run Drive  Nelson, 
Oakland and Oxford Streets. The report lacks any mention of this reality. It's awful. How 
can we possibly rehabilitate this area without tackling this electric power infrastructure? 
  

3.     Commitment to Signature Theater Production Center 
Signature Theater is a vital part of the economic base of the Village at Shirlington and 
surrounding area, bringing high value patrons to restaurants, shops and services and 
building our brand through its marketing efforts. The Signature Theater Production 
Center now located in the Old Signature Theater building on S. Four Mile Run Drive is 
essential to the theater, which cannot operate without a close-by facility to store and 
produce sets. If the County proposes to end the lease for this building (per Figure 31, p. 
43), even 15 - 20 years from now, and take the building down to increase park space, 
that may make long-term sense. A pre-condition, however, should be that the 
County makes a concrete commitment to ensure that Signature has access to an 
affordable, equivalent and acceptable space for its production center in the 4MRV 
project area. Since Signature already plans to raise the funds to renovate the 
current production center, it would be better to sort this out sooner rather than later. 
  

4.     Renovation of Shirlington Road Bridge 
This infrastructure project is critical to improving safety and the gateway to 4MRV.  At 
the 4MRV Visioning Workshop, attendees spent considerable time on Shirlington Road 
Bridge. These ideas are not referenced in this Framework. The transportation consultant 
included a proposal to improve vehicle traffic flow and pedestrian safety by 
straightening out Shirlington Road south of the bridge. Such a plan would require 
shifting the bridge a bit to the west. We recognize that this would require using the 
southeast corner of Jenny Dean Park to accommodate the bridge. We would like to 
leave room for further discussion of this option with the County transportation 
staff.  Straightening Shirlington Road as part of the bridge repair project might have 
many benefits. Please adjust the Framework language so as not to preclude such an 
improvement in the alignment of Shirlington Road. 



 
5. Parking 
Overall, this Parking Map (Figure 33, p. 45) is confusing because it omits existing 
parking, especially existing parallel parking. This Map omits the surface parking lot near 
WETA production studio that you plan to retain in Jennie Dean Park (shown on p. 25). 
We have written you separately to explain why it is unrealistic to suggest the Village of 
Shirlington private parking garage agreements approved by CPHD can be renegotiated 
to accommodate 4MRV patrons (see our email to Staff of Feb. 3rd). Given this, the 
suggestion should not be included in a formal planning document.  
 
Below please find below Page-by-Page Comments.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Edie Wilson, Working Group Member for Shirlington  
Eleanor McCann, Alternate for Shirlington 
  
 
Page-by-Page Comments 
 
P. 6 - Setting the Context for this effort - Nauck Town Square is an urban planning 
concept relevant to the 4MRV plan. The reference here is helpful since the Nauck Town 
Square is referenced in other parts of the document, e.g. on p. 19.  To complement it, 
however, we suggest you add a page 6A about the key complementary parks system 
and stream access concept- the Four Mile Run Restoration Master Plan of 2006. This 
provides important context for the 4MRV parks plan, which is the "missing link" 
between the stream sections to the east below Shirlington Road to the Potomac and 
above Columbia Pike to the west. There are many relevant principles and 
accomplishments of the Alexandria/Arlington joint effort over the past 20 years that are 
manifested in this Policy Framework.  
  
p. 7 – Can a legend be added to Figure 5, Study Area Circulation Map? What are the 
purple roads meant to show? 
  
p. 11 - Do you need to note that the M-1 section on Laporte Property is now County-
owned and subject to zoning reclassification to park? Confusing. 
  
p. 12 - Insert "theatrical production uses" into second bullet under 4MRV Today section 
- please be explicit. 
  



p. 20 or elsewhere - Please  add a reference to food-related businesses in the Valley, 
ranging from AFAC to catering to the Shirlington restaurants. Let’s remember that 
culinary training and/or food preparation are desired activities of the local economy.  
  
p. 24 - We applaud the reference to Personal Safety issues in the park, as per 
community requests. Shifting the diamond fields closer to Nelson will enhance their 
safety, especially at night when adult softball is played.  
  
p. 25 - Please be sure to show an additional, formal entrance to Jennie Dean Park from 
Nelson Street next to the end of the pedestrian bridge. This entrance from the Village 
of Shirlington is already much used and needs to be recognized.  This is described in the 
Shirlington community’s park concept paper of September 2016. 
  
p. 25 – The text in the gray box below the figure is confusing. This text says that Phase I 
will include the existing athletic courts, but the drawing for Phase I on p. 24 does NOT 
include the athletic courts. Phase 2 is when the athletic courts will be restored. Please 
be clearer. 
  
p. 26 - Let's be sure that stream overlook construction is not dependent on public art 
funds availability and pushed off into the far future. Public art would be welcome, but 
overlooks are possible without it. Adjust language accordingly.  We are very pleased 
with the three proposed stream overlooks in Shirlington Park, but these overlooks are 
very hard to see in Figure 17.  In the gray text box, what does “secondary contact 
recreation” mean? 
  
p. 27 - Good summary of dog park needs. 
  
p. 28 - Before this is final, please substitute an up-to-date photo showing Laporte site 
with grass. Date the photograph. 
  
p. 31 - Suggest that you reference the 20-year investment in Four Mile Run Stream 
Restoration efforts here, especially since the stream photos seem to be from that 
project. 
  
p. 32 -- 3.4.d - First mention of "potential trail underpasses" at South Walter Reed 
Drive. Discuss.  
  
p. 36 - Designation of Major Gateways - Given that 200,000+ visits are made to the 
Shirlington Dog Park each year and that more people will now come to Jennie Dean 
Park, we would suggest designating the pedestrian bridge on the Shirlington side as the 
Minor (Major?) Gateway that it is. At the southern edge of Shirlington Road bridge 
please add another Major Gateway, which should show how to get to Nauck Town 
Square and to the Village of Shirlington, among other places. 
  



p. 39 We welcome 2.1.c with regard to technical assistance to existing businesses about 
stormwater compliance, etc. 
  
p. 43 - We keep asking for community center space in the Master Plan. Per the 
discussion above, add language to clarify these community needs. Please amend the 
legend "future site for enhanced arts and/or recreation facilities/amenities" to read 
"....enhanced arts, community center, and/or recreation facilities/amenities."  This will 
then align with the legend on p. 41 that reads "community facility/open space."   
  
p. 45 - Parking Map - see comments above 
  
p. 49 - Please add a page 49A with Map and photos of electric  power distribution poles 
and transformers and location of transmission towers and how this can be improved. 
 We will provide you with recent photos. 
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
 


