
 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: Members of the Arlington County Board   

FROM: Michael J. Grace 

DATE: February 16, 2018 

RE: Four Mile Run Valley Initiative 

Comments to Consider and for the Public Record 

County Board Work Session February 20, 2018 

 

On February 20, 2018, the Arlington County Board is calendared to conduct a Work 

Session for the Four Mile Run Valley Initiative.  Please consider the following comments 

(including the attachments they reference) during the Work Session.  I ask that you also include 

these comments in the Public Record of the Work Session. 

Capacity in Which Commenting 

I am commenting in my capacity as liaison from the Park & Recreation Commission 

(PRC) to the Four Mile Run Valley Working Group (4MRVWG).  My comments do not 

represent any position of the PRC.  At the appropriate point in the process, any comments by the 

PRC will be submitted through its leadership. 

Recommendations and Decisions Requested 

I ask that the County Board, after carefully considering all comments at the Work Session 

and the history of the 4MRVWG process, decide: 

1. Jennie Dean Park (“JDP” or the “Park”) will be renovated and expanded onto five 

properties west of Nelson Street that Arlington County has strategically assembled 

specifically to expand the Park.  An arts district will be situated on other property in the 

Four Mile Run Valley. 

2. The capacity of athletic courts in JDP will be expanded in the manner these comments 

later describe whether or not JDP is expanded in accordance with preceding 

Recommendation 1. 

The remainder of these comments explain and provide context for the foregoing 

recommendations. 
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Recommendation 1:  Expand JDP and Locate Arts District Elsewhere 

Multiple Potential Benefits  

Agreeing to expand JDP as originally envisaged, and locating an arts district elsewhere, 

would benefit Arlington County and its residents in multiple ways: 

• Create an updated and expanded park acutely needed in the Four Mile Run Valley 

• Respect longstanding expectations of taxpayers and investors in County park and 

recreation bonds 

• Recover planning investments already made by the County’s Department of Parks and 

Recreation (DPR) which over the years has devoted resources planning to expand JDP 

• Locate an arts district where it has a better chance of thriving compared to siting it 

adjacent to the existing JDP 

• Enable JDP to accommodate all desired park and recreational uses including diamond 

and rectangular fields, athletic courts, and casual use open space 

Source of the Challenge 

The 4MRVWG’s charge to develop a vision for the Four Mile Run Valley has been 

impeded by protracted debate over how to use properties the County has acquired adjacent to 

JDP.  These properties are located within an area comprising approximately two blocks west of 

Nelson Street.  They are identified and described in the attached excerpt from the Jennie Dean 

Park Master Plan included in the current (2017-2026) CIP. 

Some members of the Working Group have urged that these properties be used to expand 

JDP, as the public record unequivocally indicates they were intended to be used.  Other members 

have urged the County to repurpose all or some of the properties as an “arts district.” 

This debate has resulted in draft concepts for JDP and an arts district neither of which 

please the Working Group as a whole.  The draft concept for JDP as of February 15, 2018 

struggles to shoehorn numerous desired park and recreational uses into the Park’s existing, 

unexpanded footprint.  At its most recent meeting February 15, 2018, the Working Group 

rejected draft concepts for both JDP and an arts district.  (The official record of the meeting 

memorializes the vote count.) 

Solution 

The County Board can resolve this impasse and nurture productive, long-term visioning 

for the Four Mile Run Valley by decreeing that: 

• JDP will be renovated and expanded onto the five acquired properties 

• An arts district will be located elsewhere in the Four Mile Run Valley 
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Logical Siting of an Arts District  

Unfortunately, on account of its fixating on the two blocks west of Nelson Street, the 

4MRVWG has barely discussed (if at all) other places in which an arts district could be located.  

I urge that it be created closer to the existing retail/entertainment district in Shirlington Village.  

An arts district would have a better chance of thriving there rather than adjacent to JDP. 

Recommendation 2:  Increase Capacity of Athletic Courts in JDP 

Perspective 

JDP if expanded per Recommendation 1 could accommodate all the park and recreational 

uses that have been advocated during the Four Mile Run Valley process.  Even if, however, JDP 

is not expanded per Recommendation 1, the capacity of the Park’s athletic courts nevertheless 

should be increased. 

Source of the Challenge 

The current draft concept for JDP as of February 15, 2018 inappropriately and unwisely 

fails to expand the capacity of athletic courts in JDP.  The 4MRVWG has failed to channel 

public desires to expand the capacity and the many reasons to expand it. 

Recent Relevant History 

Until as recently as December 5, 2017, the Working Group was considering three 

alternative design concepts for JDP.  Two of those three alternatives (Option One and Option 

Two) would add to JDP one tennis court.  Both Options would bring the capacity of courts in the 

Park to three tennis courts and one basketball court. 

Design Options that would increase the number of courts in JDP emanated from the 

Multi-Day Visioning Workshop the County held on the Four Mile Run Valley Initiative in 

December 2016.  In one of the Workshop’s breakout sessions, advocates for court sports urged 

the County to increase the capacity of JDP’s courts.  Representatives of the County’s basketball, 

pickleball, and tennis communities consistently urged this outcome. 

The County Staffer from DPR facilitating the breakout session acknowledged these 

requests and assured all present that DPR supported them.  This particular Staffer since has left 

Arlington County’s employ.  Nevertheless, she spoke for DPR, and her comments created an 

expectation among all present that their desires would be respected. 

Besides increasing court capacity as the public desires, Option One and Option Two as of 

December 5, 2017 would achieve three other desirable objectives: 

• Courts located away from stream/RPA 

• Athletic courts visibility (safety) 

• Courts reconstructed as part of Phase 1 [of renovating JDP] 
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To this memorandum I attach the alternative concepts as of December 5, 2017, including 

the objectives that Option 1 and Option 2 would achieve. 

Recent Change 

Since December 5, 2017, however, County Staff have propounded a design concept that 

would not expand the court capacity or attain any of the objectives for athletic courts that Option 

One and Option Two would accomplish.  This design concept fails to channel the public’s will.   

Reasons to Expand Court Capacity  

There exist numerous reasons to expand the capacity of athletic courts in JDP.  I have 

summarized them in comments dated February 13, 2018, and previously submitted to County 

Staff.  For the Board’s convenience, I rather than here repeating those comments attach them to 

this submission. 

Request Reiterated 

The Board should approve a concept plan for JDP that adds to the Park one tennis court 

(or one multi-use court adaptable for tennis and other uses) whether or not JDP is expanded. 

Attachments 

Referenced previously, the attachments accompanying these comments consist of: 

Comments of Michael J. Grace on draft Design Guidelines for Parks in the Four Mile 

Run Valley, dated February 13, 2018, accompanied by its attachments: 

• Markup of Jennie Dean Park Master Plan included in current CIP 

• Design Options for athletic courts in JDP as of December 5, 2017 

*    *    *    *    * 

I thank the Board in advance for adopting the recommendations these comments urge. 

 

       Michael J. Grace 

       michaelj.grace@verizon.net 

       (703) 522-4633 
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