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Design Guidelines for the Stratford School Local Historic District 

4100 Vacation Lane 

Arlington County, Virginia  

 

I. Purpose and Intent  

 

The Stratford School is listed on both the National Register of Historic Places (2004) and the 

Virginia Landmarks Register (2003) for the event that occurred there on February 2, 1959, which 

made a broad contribution to our history, and for the architecture of the original 1951 Building 

(hereinafter Original Building), which is a fine example of the International Style applied to a 

school facility. On February 2, 1959 four black students—Michael G. Jones, Gloria Thompson, 

Ronald Deskins, and Lance D. Newman—courageously walked through the doors of Stratford 

Junior High School and enrolled in the 7th grade, thus making Stratford Junior High School the 

first public school in the Commonwealth of Virginia to be racially integrated.  

 

Derived from the U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, the Design 

Guidelines for the Stratford School Historic District (hereinafter the Design Guidelines) are 

intended to guide decisions regarding the historical and architectural compatibility of alterations 

and renovations within the Historic District, while also balancing the ongoing obligation of both 

the Arlington County School Board and the Arlington County Board to respond to the changing 

needs of Arlington’s student population without delay and within available funding. The Design 

Guidelines recognize that buildings are not static, but change over time. The Design Guidelines 

are to be applied to specific rehabilitation projects in a reasonable manner, taking into 

consideration economic and technical feasibility.  

 

The Design Guidelines shall be used by the County Board to evaluate requests for Certificates of 

Appropriateness (CoAs) for New Additions within the Stratford School Local Historic District 

(Historic District) and exterior alterations to the Original Building and Character Defining 

Features within the Historic District. For the purposes of these Design Guidelines, “New 

Additions” shall be defined as all additions constructed after January 1, 2016. 

 

The Design Guidelines also shall be used by the County Historic Preservation Program (HPP) 

staff to evaluate requests for Administrative Certificates of Appropriateness (ACoAs) and to 

perform courtesy reviews for exterior alterations identified herein. 

 

II. Stratford School Local Historic District  

 

The boundaries of the Historic District are shown on the attached map entitled “Proposed 

Stratford School Historic District”.  

 

III. Applicability 

 

The Design Guidelines are applicable to exterior alterations to the Character Defining Features 

as defined in Section IV and New Additions constructed within the Historic District. 
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IV. Design Guidelines 

 

A. Exterior alterations to the Original Building and site features should require minimal 

change to the Character Defining Features as listed in subsections 1 and 2 below. New 

Additions within the Historic District shall appropriately honor those features. The 

Character Defining Features include the following and are further illustrated in the 

attached Illustrated Appendix: 

 

1. Original School Building Features 

a) Large rectilinear forms that step down with the topography. 

b) Extension of building walls and materials into the landscape. 

c) Strong horizontal bands of repeated building materials. 

d) A projecting main entrance with portico supported by stone faced 

columns (pilotis) resting on a concrete patio. 

e) Northwest secondary entrances terraced into the slope of the hill. 

f) Central stone monolithic form containing the interior stairwell in 

the rear. 

g) Central axis defining the main circulation system of the building 

and linking the vehicular circle on the northwest side of the 

building with the playing fields on the southeast.  

h) Prominent stairwell forms and exits noted by a change in materials. 

i)             Massing and form that define interior functions. 

j) Long, linear bands of stone to define vertical and horizontal   

building and landscape elements. 

k) Exterior patterns created by limestone panels, glass block windows   

and stone sills, trim and coping. 

l)             Flat roofs. 

m) The configurations of individual, paired, and ganged windows. 

n) Window placement and orientation corresponding with solar 

exposures. 

o) Stone facing at lower levels, stair towers, vertical walls, site walls. 

p) Blond brick on upper levels. 

q) Glass block accenting and differentiating stairwells, creating visual 

cues for doors into building. 

r)             Masonry buttresses on southeast elevation. 

 

2. Site Features 

a) Vehicular circle at front entrance on the northwest side of the 

property.   

b) Stone retaining walls with slate caps. 

c) Arlington County Historic Marker. 

d) Unobstructed visual connection between Old Dominion Drive and 

the rear of the school that was integral to the significant events of 

February 2, 1959, as shown in the Illustrated Appendix. 
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B. The historic character of the Original Building should be retained and preserved.  

Distinctive exterior materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques that 

characterize the Original Building should be preserved. Repair of deteriorated exterior 

features should be considered before replacement. Where the severity of deterioration 

requires replacement of a distinctive exterior feature, the new feature should match that 

of the Original Building in design, color, texture, and, materials.  

 

C. New construction should be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, 

the historical and architectural integrity of the Original Building would be unimpaired, 

and the exterior features and materials would remain intact. Additions should not attempt 

to replicate the architecture of the Original Building (see Illustrated Appendix).   

 

D. Exterior chemical or physical treatments on the Original Building, if needed, should be 

undertaken using the gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to any 

exterior materials should not be used.   

 

V. Requirements for Certificate of Appropriateness (CoA), Administrative Certificate of 

Appropriateness (ACoA), and Courtesy Review 
 

A. The following exterior alterations within the Historic District shall require review by the 

County Board and approval of a CoA by the County Board prior to being undertaken: 

 

1. Any new construction, excluding relocatable classrooms.   

2. Removal or demolition of any Character Defining Features of the Original Building, 

including removal of exterior doors and windows. 

3. Repair, replacement, or alteration of stone, brick, mortar, roofs, external doors, 

windows, glass and mullion configurations, awnings, trim, and other Character 

Defining Features of the Original Building with different materials and/or a different 

design. 

4. The addition, replacement, or removal of relocatable classrooms and associated site 

work shall not require a CoA.   

 

B. The following exterior alterations within the Historic District shall require review only by 

HPP staff and approval of a staff-issued ACoA prior to being undertaken. ACoA reviews 

shall be completed within 30 calendar days of receipt of a complete application. 

 

1. Installation of new windows, doors, or railings that match the existing in terms of 

size and style.  

2. Installation of rooftop solar panels, wind turbines, geothermal wells, or any other 

types of modifications made for energy-efficiency or technological purposes that 

would be visible from standing height at any location within the Historic District. 

3. Installation of any new exterior mechanical equipment (including, but not limited 

to, new central air conditioning systems, HVAC systems, and/or heat pumps), 

which is larger than the equipment it replaces and that is visible from standing 

height at any location within the Historic District. 
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4. Installation of signs other than replacement of existing signs of identical size and 

with identical features. 

5. Installation of new exterior lighting fixtures, fire boxes, or other similar 

equipment. 

6. Installation of metal railings that are of different design, materials, and style than 

the existing railings. 

7. Removal of exterior paint in keeping with the proper treatment and methods for 

paint removal, if other than as prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior’s 

Standards and the U.S. National Park Service guidelines. 

8. Painting of previously unpainted exterior surfaces.      

 

C. The following items shall require courtesy review by HPP staff, but do not require a CoA 

or ACoA prior to being undertaken. The purpose of the courtesy review is to solicit the 

professional guidance of the HPP staff and to ensure that there is a record of the work for 

the property file maintained by the HPP. Submissions shall include plans, elevations, and 

any relevant specification sheets or shop drawings. Courtesy reviews shall be completed 

within 10 business days.  

 

1. Repair of the exterior features, including the roof.   

2. Installation of exterior mechanical equipment that is smaller than or matches the 

size and location of existing equipment.   

3. In-kind re-pointing or other masonry repair.  
 

D. Any exterior alteration within the Historic District for which a CoA or an ACoA is not 

expressly required in this Section V may be undertaken with an HPP courtesy review to 

be completed within 10 business days. 

 

VI. Resources  
 

A. Stratford School Local Historic District Designation Report, dated September 2015.  

B. Stratford School Final Historic Structures Report, dated March 2016 – an extensive 

report consisting of two parts. Part 1 includes a comprehensive history of the property, a 

physical description, an identification of character defining features, a description of 

current conditions, and a statement of the historical significance. Part 2 includes 

recommended preservation treatments.    

C. NPS Briefs. http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/applying-rehabilitation/standards-

bulletins.htm. 

D. Illustrated Appendix. 

http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/applying-rehabilitation/standards-bulletins.htm
http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/applying-rehabilitation/standards-bulletins.htm
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Character Defining Features 
 

Original Building Features (References to the Design Guidelines are noted throughout) 

 

 

 
 

Figures 1, 2, 3: Large rectilinear forms that step down with the topography (IV.A.1.a). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
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Figures 4, 5: Extension of building walls and materials into the landscape (IV.A.1.b). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
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Figures 6, 7: Strong horizontal bands of repeated building materials (IV.A.1.c). 

 

 

Figure 8: Strong horizontal bands 

of repeated building materials—

note upper windows only. 

(IV.A.1.c). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 

 
Figures 9, 10, 11: A projecting main entrance with portico supported by stone faced columns 

(pilotis) resting on a concrete patio (IV.A.1.d). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 

 
Figure 12: Northwest secondary entrance terraced into the slope of the hill (IV.A.1.e). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 
Figure 13: Central stone, monolithic form containing the interior stairwell in the rear (IV.A.1.f). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 
 

 

Figure 14: Central axis defining the main circulation system of the building and linking the 

vehicular circle on the northwest side of the building with the playing fields on the southeast 

(IV.A.1.g).  
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 
Figure 15: Prominent stairwell forms and exits noted by a change in materials: Front entrance 

(IV.A.1.h). 

 

 

 

 

Figure 16: Prominent stairwell forms 

and exits noted by a change in 

materials: Auditorium entrance 

(IV.A.1.h). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 
Figure 17: Prominent stairwell forms and exits noted by a change in materials: Rear stair tower. 

February 1959 entrance (IV.A.1.h). 

 

 
Figure 18: Prominent stairwell forms and exits noted by a change in materials: Rear entrance 

(IV.A.1.h). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 
Figure 19: Prominent stairwell forms and exits noted by a change in materials: Auxiliary gym/ 

February 1959 entrance (IV.A.1.h). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 20: Massing and form that define interior functions: 

Library (IV.A.1.i). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

  
 

  
Figures 21, 22: Massing and form that define interior functions: Theater, top. Gymnasium, 

bottom right (IV.A.1.i). 

 



Stratford School Historic District Design Guidelines 

Illustrated Appendix 

April 2016 

12 
All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

  
Figure 23: Massing and form that define interior functions: Horizontal classroom bars (IV.A.1.i). 

 

Figure 24: Long, linear bands of stone to define 

vertical and horizontal building and landscape 

elements (IV.A.1.j). 

 

 



Stratford School Historic District Design Guidelines 

Illustrated Appendix 

April 2016 

13 
All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 
Figure 25: Long, linear bands of stone to define vertical and horizontal building and landscape 

elements (IV.A.1.j). 

 

 
Figure 26: Long, linear bands of stone to define vertical and horizontal building and landscape 

elements (Refer to Figure 4 for landscape elements) (IV.A.1.j). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 
Figures 27, 28: Exterior patterns created by limestone panels; glass block windows; and stone 

sills, trim and coping (IV.A.1.k). 

 

 

 
Figures 29, 30: Exterior patterns created by limestone panels; glass block windows; and stone 

sills, trim and coping (IV.A.1.k). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 
 

Figure 31: Flat roofs (IV.A.1.l). 

 

 

 

 
Figure 32: The configurations of individual, paired, and ganged windows (IV.A.1.m). 

 

 

 

 



Stratford School Historic District Design Guidelines 

Illustrated Appendix 

April 2016 

16 
All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 
Figure 33: Window placement and orientation corresponding with solar exposures (IV.A.1.n). 

 

 
Figure 34: Window placement and orientation corresponding with solar exposures (IV.A.1.n). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 

 

 

 
Figure 35: Masonry buttresses on southeast elevation. (IV.A.1.r). 

 

 

Stone facing at lower levels, stair towers, vertical walls, site walls (See Figures 35, 34, 33, 30, 

and 4, above) (IV.A.1.o). 

 

Blond brick on upper levels (See Figures 35, 34, 33, and 30 above) (IV.A.1.p). 

 

Glass block accenting and differentiating stairwells, creating visual cues for doors into building 

(See Figure 33 above) (IV.A.1.q). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 

 

 

Site Features 
 
 
 

 
Figure 36: Vehicular circle at front entrance on the northwest side of the property. February 2, 1959. 

Source: Life Magazine. (IV.A.2.a). 
 

 
Figure 37: Vehicular circle at front entrance on the northwest side of the property. Google Street 

View, July 2014. (IV.A.2.a). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 
Figure 38: Stone retaining walls with slate caps (IV.A.2.b). 

 

 
Figure 39: Arlington County Historic Marker (IV.A.2.c). 

 



Stratford School Historic District Design Guidelines 

Illustrated Appendix 

April 2016 

20 
All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 
Figure 40: Unobstructed visual connection between Old Dominion Drive and the rear of the school 

that was integral to the significant events of February 2, 1959. Source: Life Magazine. (IV.A.2.d).  

 

 

 
Figure 41: Unobstructed visual connection between Old Dominion Drive and the rear of the school 

that was integral to the significant events of February 2, 1959. Source: Life Magazine. (IV.A.2.d). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 
Figure 42: Unobstructed visual connection between Old Dominion Drive and the rear of the school 

that was integral to the significant events of February 2, 1959. Source: Associated Press. (IV.A.2.d). 

 

 

 
Figure 43: Unobstructed visual connection between Old Dominion Drive and the rear of the 

school that was integral to the significant events of February 2, 1959. Stratford Junior High School, 

1951. Source: Center for Local History, Arlington County Public Library. (IV.A.2.d). 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 

Original Building Continued 
 

 

Figure 44: Bird's eye view looking north. Source: Bing - Pictometry International Corp & Quinn 

Evans Architects. Masses shaded in orange indicate the 1995 South Addition, the 1995 North 

Addition, the 2005 Music Addition, and the relocatable classrooms. 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 

Figure 45: Detail of the southeast facade of the gymnasium wing, 2015. Source: Quinn Evans 

Architects. The dashed line indicates the 1995 South Addition at left and the original building at 

right. 

 

Figure 46: View of the southwest facade, 2015. Source: Quinn Evans Architects. The dashed line 

indicates the original building at left, and the 1995 South Addition at right. To the left of the 

dashed line is the portico that was filled in to make additional rooms. The original steel posts 

remain in red. 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
REPRODUCE.  

 

Figure 47: Detail of the northeast facade of the former home economics suite wing, 2015. 

Source: Quinn Evans Architects. The dashed line indicates the 1995 North Addition that was 

placed on top of the original roof terrace. 

 

Figure 48: View of the northeast facade at the auditorium wing, 2015. Source: Quinn Evans 

Architects. The dashed line indicates the original building at right, and the 2005 Music Addition 

at left. 
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All color photographs courtesy of Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, dated May 2015, 
unless otherwise noted. All black and white photographs used with special permission. DO NOT 
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Figure 49: View of the southwest facade of the 2005 Music Addition, 2015. Source: Quinn 

Evans Architects. The upper arrow indicates the glass block window that was replaced with a 

new divided lite window. The lower arrow indicates one of two original windows that remains 

from the original building. 
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