
 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
CONCEPTUAL DESIGN PRESENTATION MEETING NOTES (KEY POINTS ONLY) 

 
 
PROPOSED PROJECT: 9th STREET S – NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTIAL STREET IMPROVEMENTS  
BETWEEN S BUCHANAN ST AND THE DEAD END AT THE W&OD TRAIL CONNECTOR IN BARCROFT (Z269)  
DATE: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 01, 2015     TIME: 6:30PM-7:45PM PLACE: BARCROFT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MP ROOM 
 
ATTENDEES:  
 
1.   Eric Harold (Volunteer NC Project Block Representative), 902 S Buchanan St 
2.   Alyssa Ford Morel, 4835 9th Street S  
3.   Lynda Bolfek, 4812 9th Street S 
4.   Laurel Curry, 4823 9th Street S 
5.   Deborah Wood, Barcroft NCAC Representative, 4419 4th Street S 
6. Matthew (Matt) Trout, PE, DES Engineering Design Team C Supervisor 
7. Edward (Eddie) Caccavari, Design Engineer, DES Team C 
8. Sena Wijesinha, NC Planner assigned to the Barcroft Neighborhood 
 
OVERVIEW OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT, NC PROGRAM AND THE NC FINAL PETITION: 
 
Following sign-in by attendees, Sena Wijesinha, NC Capital Projects Coordinator, introduced County staff present, along 
with Eric Harold, the Volunteer NC Block Representative for this BSCL proposed NC street improvement project, and 
Deborah Wood, the Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) Representative for Barcroft. The primary 
goal of this BSCL proposed street improvement project is to complete the missing sections of concrete curb, gutter and 
sidewalk between 4818 9th St S and the Dead End at the W&OD Trail connector near 4838 9th St S. Additionally, the 
installation of LED Carlyle-style current Arlington County residential standard streetlights will be included as part of the 
primary scope items of the proposed project, to replace the existing energy inefficient DVP-owned (Dominion) Cobra 
lights that are mounted on utility poles along the south side of the street. Please see the attached PDF file of the 
Conceptual Design as presented, or the printed 11” x 17” size Conceptual Design plan, if you received this at your 
doorstep or in the mail. The Concept Design shows more than just the proposed curb, gutter and sidewalk extension 
location (solid lines and gray shaded areas), and also includes the placement of a proposed disability access ramp at the 
westerly end, existing, adjacent curb, gutter, sidewalk and utility (grass) strip (see dashed lines).  Existing tree, 
landscaping, step, lead walk and driveway locations, the County street right-of-way limits, property frontages of adjacent 
lots, water meters, existing utility poles (on which DVP-owned Cobra lights are currently installed), etc. are also shown. 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE CONCEPTUAL DESIGN FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT: 
 
Matthew (Matt) Trout, P.E., DES Engineering Design Team C Supervisor, presented the existing conditions sheet and the 
Conceptual Design (15% Design), which is only the horizontal plan (bird’s eye view) at this proposed project phase. As a 
general reference when viewing the attached PDF or printed 11” x 17” plan with the Conceptual Design as presented on 
October 01, 2015, please note that the width of the public street ROW throughout the project limits is uniformly 50’-0”, 
and the existing street curb-to-curb width (in the areas where concrete curb and gutter exists on the south side) is 36’-0”. 



In areas where there is no existing concrete curb and gutter along the south side, the street width varies from 34’-0” 
minimum to 39’-0” maximum, when measured up to the edge of asphalt pavement. The gray shaded 4’ to 5’ wide 
sidewalk and gray shaded close solid black double lines and the solid black line near them into the street (also gray 
shaded) along the south side of the street, from 4818 9th Street S to the Dead End near 4838 9th Street S show the 
proposed curb and gutter lines, along with the proposed new driveway aprons at each existing driveway. The similar but 
lighter, unshaded gray dashed lines (often almost hidden on the westerly part of the south side) represent the existing 
curb, gutter and driveway aprons. This would be entirely so for the north side of the street, except at the Dead End, 
curving into the W&OD Trail connector. Some of these areas may be extended, replaced or upgraded if missing or 
damaged, as determined later, if this proposed project passes the NC Final Petition and is funded with the NC Bond by the 
Arlington County Board. All existing utility pole mounted DVP-owned, energy inefficient Cobra streetlights will be replaced 
by current Arlington County standard residential LED Carlyle-style streetlights. The street narrows down to 30’-0” curb-to-
curb width in the proposed sidewalk extension area, between #4818 and #4838 9th Street S, to minimize impacts to 
adjacent, healthy tree roots and other landscaping. However, the entire street retains parking on both sides, whether the 
street width is 36’-0” in the existing curb-to-curb areas, or 30’-0” in the proposed sidewalk extension areas. The street will 
be milled and paved with a new asphalt surface, at the end of project implementation. 
 
 
FINAL PETITIONING PROCESS AND NEXT STEPS UP TO THE FALL (DECEMBER) 2015 NCAC FUNDING SESSION: 
 
The NC Final Petition will be distributed to all the property owners present at today’s meeting. County staff (Sena 
Wijesinha) will hand deliver NC Final Petitions at all the owner-occupied homes on 9th St S and to absentee owners 
elsewhere in Arlington. Any out-of-area absentee owners will receive their NC Final Petitions by USPS mail service. Please 
vote and return it in the stamped addressed envelope, postmarked no later than October 16, 2015. It is very important 
that you vote, irrespective of whether you support the proposed project or not. A reminder letter will be sent out at the 
end of the third week in October (approx. Oct. 23) by USPS Certified Mail/ Return Receipt Service to all property owners 
who have not returned their votes by then. In the first week of November 2015, all property owners who have not 
responded even after the reminder letters have been sent will have ‘Yes’ votes assigned by NC staff to their lots, based on 
a Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) policy approved in the Fall of 2011. So, it is very important that 
property owners take the time to vote and return their NC Final Petitions to staff by mail, especially if they are not 
supportive of the proposed project. 
 
Questions and Comments by Attendees at this Meeting and by Email or Phone: 
 
“Will the streetlights be located on the north or south side of 9th Street S? The NC General Interest Survey (Clipboard 
Petition) showed them on the north side.” 
DES engineering design staff had initially determined that the public street right-of-way usage to add the sidewalk 
extension, plus the adjacent tree locations and overhead utility lines would not permit the installation of streetlights along 
the south side. However, DES TE&O engineering staff who are responsible for street lighting have informed us that the 
clearance from the top of each light fixture is critical only to the DVP electrical lines and not to the other utility lines 
(Verizon and Comcast). They have confirmed that there is sufficient clearance to the DVP overhead utility lines, plus 
sufficient space to install the streetlights immediately adjacent to the sidewalk, along the south side. Unless, some 
unforeseen issue arises in the future, the plan legend notes as of the Conceptual Design revised and presented at this 
meeting for the NC Final Petition shows the LED Carlyle-style streetlights to replace the existing DVP owned, energy 
inefficient Cobra streetlights and be located along the south side of the street.   
 
“There is a shortage of parking spaces at the dead end of the street. Could a few parking spaces and a turnaround area be 
added there?” 
If the proposed project passed the NC Final Petition, and is a County Board approved NC Bond funded Active Project in 
the Spring of 2016, DES engineering design staff will explore the feasibility of adding such improvements at the dead end, 
when developing the 90% Design plans for future presentation to the adjacent property owners in approximately two 
years from now.  
 
Sena thanked those present for their attendance, and the meeting was adjourned shortly after 8:00 pm. 


