


















March 12, 2014 

Via Email 

Mr. Anthony Fusarelli, Jr. 
Arlington County Planner 
Department of Community Planning Housing and Development 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 700 
Arlington, VA 22201 

CC: Arlington County Board 
CC: Barbara Donellan, County Manager 
CC: Kelly Cornell, Arlington County Planner 

RE: Realize Rosslyn Pre-RTA Draft Policy Framework 

Mr. Fusarelli, 

The Arlington County Bicycle Advisory Committee (“BAC”) greatly appreciates the strides being made in the Realize 
Rosslyn Draft Policy Framework in regards to improved bicycle facilities in Rosslyn, especially the provision cycle tracks 
and new off-street trails. 

However, the BAC is extremely concerned that the framework does not address the escalating conflicts at the 
intersection of Lee Highway and Lynn Street between cyclists, motorists and pedestrians.  Huge numbers of vehicles 
pass through this intersection on their way to the Key Bridge and DC as well as 6,000+ pedestrians and cyclists per day in 
nice weather (per Arlington County Trail Counters).  This intersection is one of the top locations for bicycle and 
pedestrian injuries and has been for many years.  

In 2011, when three cyclists were injured there within the span of a single week, the BAC held a meeting with numerous 
Arlington County Transportation Staff to talk about this intersection and we’ve seen little to no progress to-date.  The 
only announced project to address the intersection (the N Lynn Street Esplanade and Lee Highway/Custis Trail Safety 
Improvements) will make only minor improvements to visibility and has been repeatedly delayed; in 2011 we were told 
it would begin construction in 2013. 

This intersection needs a long-term fix.  It may need to be a tunnel (as investigated as part of the Rosslyn Circle Study), 
or maybe there is a more creative solution.  Perhaps the Air Rights project over I-66 that is being contemplated can be 
used to find a good solution, but nonetheless this is Rosslyn’s #1 bike problem and it must be addressed as a matter of 
policy in any updated Rosslyn Sector Plan.  The Rosslyn Sector Plan is our vision for Rosslyn for the next 20 years.  That 
vision cannot include another 20 years of unsafe conditions at the so-called “Intersection of Doom.” 

I will be attending the ‘Realize Rosslyn’ Workshop tonight to share the BAC’s opinion on this in-person as well as at the 
County Board’s meeting next Tuesday. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jakob Wolf-Barnett 
Chair, Arlington County Bicycle Advisory Committee  



Bicycle Advisory Commission Suggested Changes to the Realize Rosslyn Pre-RTA Plan Framework to address the safety 
problems at the intersection of Lee Highway and Lynn Street 

1)  Add an additional policy directive under the Transportation Heading reading:  

Improve the safety and efficiency of the intersection of Lynn St, Lee Highway and the Custis Trail to clearly separate 
transportation modes and provide safe routes for pedestrians and cyclists to access Rosslyn, Georgetown, the Mount 
Vernon Trail via Roosevelt Island and North Arlington via the Custis Trail. 

2) Edit the existing T10 policy directive on page 29 to read (new language underlined): 

Expand and enhance the system of bike facilities in and around Rosslyn, including the addition of protected bike 
lanes/cycle tracks, mode separated off-street trails and new connections to surrounding federal parkland and regional 
destinations, as shown in Map T5 (Bike Facilities). 

3) Edit the existing description of "Off Street Trail" on page 29 to read (new language underlined):  

A facility exclusively for non-motorized travel that is outside the roadway and physically separated from motorized traffic 
by an open space, either within the street right-of-way or within an independent right-of-way, and that provides ample 
space for safe separation of cyclists from pedestrians. 
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