
ARLINGTON URBAN AGRICULTURE INITIATIVE 
Promoting agriculture in an urban community 

 
Purpose:  To research best practices in sustainable urban agriculture policies, and programs and make 
recommendations to support, expand and integrate Arlington’s existing urban agriculture efforts consistent with 
our community values and adopted Vision Statement: 
 

"Arlington will be a diverse and inclusive world-class urban community with secure, attractive 
residential and commercial neighborhoods where people unite to form a caring, learning, 
participating, sustainable community in which each person is important." 

 
Background: 
 
Arlington County has an established commitment to promote the values of personal health, social equity and 
environmental sustainability.  Many food-related programs and activities have been developed over time, 
including farmer’s markets, community gardens, urban agriculture education and awareness, and a strong local 
food bank.  As our community and the world around us face increasing challenges of hunger, obesity and 
climate change, we need to expand our efforts and develop a more comprehensive, coordinated approach to 
growing, distributing and accessing healthy food. 
 
Goals:  The Task Force work should be framed by the following goals: 
 

• Promote Community Wellness - by expanding the availability of low cost, nutritious food and 
nutrition awareness, thereby reducing hunger and obesity in the community; 

• Promote Environmental Sustainability - by increasing locally grown food, reducing transportation 
costs, promoting composting, and exploring other food-related environmental sustainability strategies; 
and 

• Enhance Education and Learning - by exposing people to the origins of food and better connecting 
them to the land. 

 
Tasks: 
 
The Task Force would: 
 

• Develop an inventory of existing programs/activities and identify critical gaps 
• Research best practices and investigate issues concerning food security, health and fitness benefits, food 

and zoning ordinance changes and food transfer infrastructure 
• Identify the pros and cons of bringing to Arlington urban agriculture programs not currently available 

(e.g. rooftop gardens, container/window gardening, food carts with local food, land exchanges, 
demonstration gardens/farm, backyard hens, backyard sharing) 

• Propose a Food Action Plan that integrates existing and proposed urban agriculture policies and 
programs 

• Identify possible public and private sector partners 
 
Task Force 
 
Establish an ad hoc Arlington County Urban Agriculture Task Force that would complete a Food Action Plan 
containing recommendations to the County Board within 12 months.  The recommendations should be balanced 
with other community goals, such as the need for open space. 

 



The Task Force would have 19 members appointed by the County Board from the following stakeholder 
groups: 

• Non-profits  
• Arlington Public Schools (APS)   
• Healthcare providers 
• Restaurateurs/Caterers 
• Faith-based community 
• Commonwealth and County programs 
• County Board Advisory Commission (Parks & Recreation, E2C2, Planning, Commission on Aging) 
• Citizens at-large 
• Arlington County Civic Federation 
• Tenant-Landlord Commission 

 
Primary staff to the Task Force would be from Arlington’s Department of Parks and Recreation, with 
support from appropriate County departments and programs (CPHD, AED, DES, Libraries and DHS), and 
the Virginia Cooperative Extension. 
 
Liaisons – individuals or groups who will receive information and be invited to attend meetings but they 
would not be formal participants in the task force 
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