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The following information is provided in response to a question submitted by email from 
Mr. Vihstadt on May 30, 2016 before the worksession regarding the Environmental 
Quality program (F-43).  Environmental Quality:  The N. Patrick Henry Drive/20th Street 
North Watershed Retrofit description notes that this is being done simultaneously with a 
NCAC project to improve pedestrian and traffic circulation in the same area, with 
"bioretention, which includes engineered soils and specialized planting seeds to store 
and filter stormwater runoff from nearby streets and homes...incorporated in the 
curbside infrastructure of the 1800 and 2000 blocks of Patrick Henry Drive.  The interior 
of an extended traffic calming bump out will become an additional bioretention 
facility.  Joint implementation of this project with a NC project will result in reduced 
planning and design time and overall project costs relative to a stand-alone project." 

In visiting the apparently finished project today, I could see no bioretention facility at 
either 18th Street or 20th Street.   Rather, the bump out at both locations consists of the 
standard concrete with small portions or inserts of grass.  Two small trees are planted in 
one of the grass patches at either 18th or 20th.   What is the timing now for installation 
of the bioretention facilities and why could this not have been done simultaneously with 
the completion of the NCAC work as envisioned in the CIP?  

• The reference to the 1800 block is an error and reflects text inadvertently carried over
from the previous CIP.  The 18th Street North bioretention component was eliminated
from the project because the street grade at the intersection is too steep.

• The NCAC and Stormwater projects were designed together, and the construction was
also intended to occur together through the use of one of the County’s on-call
infrastructure construction contracts.

o The bioretention components of street projects are typically built last to minimize
the potential for sediment and other construction-related damage.

o The contractor’s proposal for the bioretention component was in-line with County
estimates, but the contractor later requested a 50% increase to their bid as a
result of their own estimating errors—creating a contract issue that has not yet
been resolved.   The contractor is required to submit information documenting
the error and justifying the cost increase – this documentation has not been
received.

o As a result, the County is evaluating other construction options, including
obtaining alternative bids from the two new on-call contractors recently procured
to support the stormwater environmental quality program.  This process is
underway.

• A decision on the construction mechanism for the bioretention component at 20th Street
North will be made as soon as possible so that construction of the bioretention
component can be completed.
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