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The following information is provided in response to a question submitted by email from 
Mr. Vihstadt on May 30, 2016 before the worksession regarding Four Mile Run Tidal 
Restoration (F-35).  Please explain how this item fits into the overall Four Mile Run 
Restoration Master Plan and provide a brief update on the status and timing of the 
overall Master Plan. 

• Construction of the 1st phase of the stream restoration components of the Four Mile Run
Restoration Master Plan is set to begin this summer/fall.  This project includes new
‘living shoreline’ wetland areas and naturalization of the stream bank from Mount Vernon
Avenue to Route 1. In addition, the existing asphalt trail adjacent to the project will be
completely rebuilt to current standards, including a new sub-base and asphalt surface.
There will also be trail railing improvements and an observation platform
constructed.  The project meets Corps of Engineers requirements to maintain flood
protection, improves pedestrian access to the waterway as well as aquatic and riparian
habitat. Alexandria recently completed a wetland restoration project across the stream
as part of the Four Mile Run Restoration Master Plan partnership.

• Currently, there is no timeline for the next phase of Four Mile Run stream restoration
upstream of Mount Vernon Avenue to Shirlington.  Several years ago, the US Army
Corps of Engineers changed their cost-sharing criteria for local stream restoration
projects in flood control corridors.  As a result, the significant federal cost share that was
once available for this stream restoration work is no longer available.  As a result, neither
the adopted (FY15-24) nor the proposed (FY17-26) CIP include this work.

• There are streamside park improvements in the planning phases at various locations
along the corridor, from Shirlington to Potomac Avenue.   The Department of Parks and
Recreation’s (DPR) CIP includes funding for park planning along Four Mile Run in the
Potomac Yards area (in coordination with a Department of Transportation (DOT) project
to install a new bike trail connection) as well as in Four Mile Run Park just downstream
of Mount Vernon Avenue.

• There are also DPR and Community Housing and Development (CPHD) planning efforts
adjacent to Four Mile Run in the Shirlington area.

• A pedestrian/cyclist bridge linking Alexandria and Arlington across Four Mile Run is
being designed in partnership with the City of Alexandria, and under the project
management of the NVRC. A Transportation Enhancement (TE) grant is funding the
project through the Preliminary Engineering (PE) phase only, which will result in
construction-ready plans. Arlington’s CIP calls for construction in for FY23-24, but full
implementation will require corresponding funding by the City of Alexandria.
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