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The attached information is provided in response to a question raised via email by Mr. 
Vihstadt on May 30, 2016, asking about infrastructure availability fees paid by 
developers and utility user fees and how they are determined, set and adjusted from 
time to time. 
 
Infrastructure Availability Fees (IAF) are charged to customers, either the owner, 
contractor or developer, when plans for permits are submitted to initially connect to the 
water and sanitary sewer system or to make changes to existing structures that will 
create additional demand for water or sewer services. The fee is intended to recover the 
cost of capital projects that would be necessary to accommodate the new system 
demand and other utilities non-expansion projects, such as pipe replacement and 
renewal. 
 
The fees are charged per drainage fixture unit (DFU). It is the standard unit of 
measurement that is used to quantify the drainage capacity needed to accommodate 
water fixtures in the plumbing code. An average single family home in Arlington has 
approximately 24 DFUs.  
 
The fees are reviewed and adjusted periodically. In 2005, the County hired Raftelis 
Financial Consulting to develop a quantitative model for setting the IAF and to study the 
implications of existing policies. This effort led to the County Board adopting an IAF 
increase of 41 percent effective July 1, 2007. In April 2007, a policy allowing IAF 
revenue to be used for non-expansion, as well as utilities expansion projects, was also 
adopted by the County Board. Water and sewer replacement or rehabilitation projects 
which do not expand the system capacity are considered non-expansion. 
 
The fees were again increased after review of the IAF model during the FY 2011 and 
the FY 2014 budget processes. The fees will be reviewed as part of the FY 2018 budget 
process. Currently the fees are $85/DFU for water and $115/DFU for sewer, for a 
combined rate of $200/DFU. For the average single family home, this equates to an 
average of $4,800/home (with 24 DFUs).High-rise apartments or commercial buildings 
have more drainage fixture units so the fees would be more based on the number of 
DFUs. If an existing building is demolished, a credit for the existing DFUs could be 
applied to the new total of DFUs for the structure depending upon various factors. 
 
Revenue varies from year to year based upon development trends and new building 
starts. Annually, this revenue is budgeted at $5M. In FY 2015, actual revenue generated 
from this fee was $6.3M. Year to date revenue for FY 2016 is $4.2M. 
      
  


