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Williamsburg Field Evaluation Work Group  
Meeting Summary 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 
7- 9 p.m. 

Williamsburg Middle School Media Center 
 

Meeting Attendees 
 

Name Group Representing 
 Erik Gutshall, Chair Planning Commission 
 Steve Severn Sports Commission 
 Bill Ross Parks and Recreation Commission 
 John Seymour E2C2  
 Gregg Kurasz Rock Spring Civic Association 
David Friedman Yorktown Civic Association 
Ruth Shearer Williamsburg Civic Association 
 Larry Suiters Resident (property abuts fields) 
 Joe Delogu Resident (property abuts fields) 
 Roy Gamse Resident (property abuts fields) 
 Chris Munson Resident (property across street from fields) 
 Tony Trabandt (Mark Pfeiffer) Resident (property across street from fields) 
 Elizabeth Kirby Resident (property across street from fields) 
 Justin Wilt Arlington Soccer Association 
 Susan Wallace (Diann Vaughn) Arlington Women Soccer League 
Eileen Raicht-Gray Arlington Coed Soccer League 
 Maury Wray Bridges Discovery Elementary School PTA  

County Staff Support Department 
Matthew Pfieffer Community Planning Housing Development 
 Robin Leonard Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Patrick Todd Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Peter Lusk Department of Parks and Recreation 

Additional County Designees  
Libby Garvey County Board Member 
Jane Rudolph Director, Department of Parks & Recreation 

o Audience Attendees Audience Attendees
 Gail Harrison, neighbor  
 Judy Hadden, neighbor  
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1.) Welcome and Introductions 

Chairman Erik Gutshall called the meeting to order @ 7:00 p.m. and began with everyone 
introducing themselves.  
 
 
 

2.) Review of Fact Finding Requests 
WFWG Chair Erik Gutshall began this discussion by first reviewing the Charge with 
everyone, then the group went into the Fact Finding Request (9-30-2015 version). 
 
It was requested that each request in the table be numbered. 
 
Request #1: It was stated by J. Delogu that the lighting information provided by 
MUSCO on the webpage is insufficient.  L. Suiters also mentioned that some of his 
requests date back prior to the workgroup being formed. 
 
This request will be handled by future MUSCO presentations. 
 
Request #2: It was shared that the Bishop O’Connell High School field lighting 
information has been scanned and placed on our webpage for all to review.  It was placed 
on the site on September 29, 2015.   
 
L. Suiters wants to know what questions were asked within this process that eventually 
led to no lights at the location.  J. Seymour shared historic information about how the 
process for this request took place.  E. Gutshall reminded everyone that future meetings 
with CPHD staff will let the workgroup know more information about this particular 
lighting request as well as answer transportation and noise questions. 
 
Request #3: Clarification was made about our field terminology and the fact that the 
diamond on the Williamsburg property is a combination field… used for little league 
soccer practices and games during certain seasons. It was also shared that out-of-county 
requests get last resort of the fields being used. Long Bridge Park is the only facility 
where we rent fields. Spring and Fall season needs are quite great for field use due to all 
of the High School Sports taking place.   
 
Request has been made that we provide utilization data for the 16 lighted fields and the 
combination fields.  Also, it was requested that we provide Affiliate Group Roster data to 
share information about # of resident vs. non-resident participants.   
 
Chair Gutshall stated that he did not believe that “demonstrating a need” was a part of the 
Charge.  He is going to discuss such with Libby Garvey, County Board Liaison to the 
WFWG to get clarification. 
 



P a g e  | 3 of 6 

L. Suiters asked procedural questions about people’s roles within this workgroup. J. Wilt 
and D. Vaughn cited examples of the great need for more fields and lights on fields due 
to practices happening into the evening hours. 
   
Request #4:  All acknowledged that this information was posted on the web, C. Munson 
wanted to know more about the group who had made these recommendations and the 
processes used for determining such information and writing the report. Several in the 
group believe that there is more to the report than what has been shared as this is an 
Appendix only.  
 
Request #5:  CPHD staff will address this information in a future meeting.  J. Delogu 
wondered how noise levels are measured and R. Gamse suggested that on the tour we 
visit fields that have similar height levels and proximity to the neighbors. J. Delogu also 
shared that he felt the traffic study information published on the webpage is not a good 
report as it was a preliminary one, a new one needs to be conducted with the addition of 
Discovery School. 
 
Request #6: CPHD will address in their future meeting 
 
Request #7: Question arose: What is the required “run-out” distance for soccer fields? 
Additionally, questions arose about the distance between the fields, whether lamp posts 
could be safely placed in between the fields?  MUSCO will address such questions in 
their presentation. 
 
Request #8: MUSCO should address this in their presentation 
 
Request #9: It was requested that a table or chart be provided that shows benefit levels of 
lit vs. unlit fields.   
Chair Gutshall shared that we will not have time on out tour of county fields to also visit 
sites in McLean and Vienna that were referenced by Musco and have the new LED 
technology.  Chair Gutshall suggested that we provide the locations of the out-of-county 
sites and individual work group members visit on their own time. L. Suiters shared a 
concern about people visiting the fields on their own time vs. as part of the group.  
However, consensus of the group was to visit these sites individually.   
Staff will provide the work group with information about each lighted field in the county, 
including lighting information and a map showing nearby residential properties.  Staff 
will also obtain scheduling information for the Vienna and McLean fields so that work 
group members can plan their visits when activity is going on. 
 
Request #10: E2C2 has done previous survey work to determine whether lighting fields 
can help or hurt property values.  It was requested that E2C2 share this past work for 
publishing on our webpage.  Further, it was shared that we did not have staff resources 
available for researching this information. 
 
Request #11: County Staff to provide statistics on the amount of use Long Bridge Park 
gets from Marymount University. 
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Request #12: Group wanted to know if there was a budget for lighting the fields… no 
budget has yet to be determined because we don’t know if there will be lights.  Question 
was asked if groups have pledged or offered donations towards lighting the Williamsburg 
fields and it was acknowledged that ASA has come forward with an offer. Finally, it was 
shared that MUSCO is a sole-source provider for county field lights. The Chair requested 
that MUSCO’s proposal be shared with the WFWG once received by the County. 
 
Request #13: Discussion on MOU and MOAs between APS and the County.  One such 
document exists for the 3 High Schools.  A separate umbrella one exists for all other 
school and county properties.  It was shared that the Williamsburg site has a separate 
MOA and this will be posted on the webpage. 
 
Request #14: CPHD will cover much of this in a future meeting.  It was shared that if 
lights were to be added to the property, an updated Environmental Assessment Study 
would need to be conducted.  It was requested that the current Environmental Assessment 
Study for the Discovery School and field addition be placed on the webpage. 
What efforts will be made to enforce the Environmental Assessment Study compared to 
the one done for Discovery School? 
 
Request #15: (self-explanatory in the table) 
 
Request #16: It was acknowledged that much of this information has already been 
discussed.  Also shared was that all lighted fields have the lights scheduled to come on ½ 
hour before sunset. 
 
Request #17:  It was acknowledged that much of this information has already been 
discussed.   
 
Request #18: It was acknowledged that much of this information has already been 
discussed.  Further, this item was tabled as it gets back to whether there is a need for 
fields … E. Gutshall looking into whether this is a part of our charge or not. 
 
Request #19: In addition to information shared when item 9 was discussed, it was shared 
that we plan to visit: Greenbrier, Kenmore, Virginia Highlands #3 & #4 among other 
fields.  Part of the handout will include aerial views of the fields and proximity to the 
neighboring homes.   

 

Memo from John Seymour… was handed out and people shared that there was good 
information included.  MUSCO should be able to research and provide answers to this.  J. 
Delogu suggested that a 3rd party (non-bias) consultant should be brought in to evaluate 
the information that MUSCO provides on light spillage and effects on the community. 
 
R. Leonard reiterated the county’s confidence in MUSCO as they are very heavily relied 
on and regularly meet our needs when things arise.  They have a great history of working 
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with recreation and college spaces.  MUSCO will include information about lighting 
mitigation within their presentation.  
 
Questions arose: What is reasonable lighting? What is safe lighting? What is sufficient 
lighting? 
 
It was shared that the county needs to develop a lighting policy… E. Gutshall suggested 
that this could be part of our suggestions to the County Board when we deliver our 
recommendations.   
 

 
3.) Review of Work Plan 

 
Chair Gutshall  sought feedback on the Work Plan that has been shared in previous meetings.   
 
Elizabeth Kirby stated that it would be nice if E. Gutshall could provide greater guidance to the 
group as to how this Williamsburg Field Lighting matter fits into a larger scope of the county.  
Residents shared how they have begun to feel the ever increasing needs of the county with new 
schools being built, enhancements to water & sewer lines, etc. 
E. Gutshall shared that he believes the County has always made preserving the character of 
single-family neighborhoods a priority in our land use planning.  A more explicit answer as it 
applies to our Charge should be answered by our County Board Liaison Libby Garvey. 
 
Question arose about Workplan B i. Impacts to programs and uses… 
Discussion ensued that some people stated a Community Center would be built on the site.    
Another inquiry was raised about how we combine priority programs and uses of the fields. 
Robin Leonard will come back with answers to address this inquiry. 
 
Short discussion took place about B iii. Fiscal and Timing Considerations. 
 
Someone raised a concern that the timing for this work appeared to be rushed and wanted 
clarification on the proposed time schedule. 
 
It was acknowledged that L. Suiters sent a list of 12 questions to R. Leonard.  Staff and the Chair 
will discuss how answers to such questions will be disseminated to the Workgroup Members.  
 
Meeting ended @ 9:00 p.m., with acknowledgement that the Chair had done a good job getting 
everyone through the work of the evening and ending on time.  

  
 
Notes taken during the meeting on the computer are listed on the next page. 
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WFWG September 30th 2015 
 

 Ambient Noise 
o How to study? 
o Similar parks and situations to Williamsburg 

 Environmental Assessment 
 Traffic Analysis 
 CPHD to follow up on list of qualified independent experts on mitigation of traffic, light, 

and noise 
 Recommendations on runoff between the end of soccer fields and other objects 

o How close would the lights be to the ends of the fields? 
o Can Musco make recommendations? 

 What is marginal benefit from synthetic fields, to lit synthetic fields? 
 Musco identified little league park in Vienna w/lights where neighbors are not affected, 

and Mclean without lights. 
o Publish addresses of these parks, Work Group members to visit individually 
o Need to identify when the field in Vienna is in use 

 Is there data supporting property values built near lighted fields? 
 Marymount soccer use at Longbridge Park? 
 Mitigation Effort- If fields were to be lighted at Williamsburg, how will it be guaranteed 

that only Arlington leagues and citizens use the fields.  
o How often are MOA’s MOU’s renewed, and how are sites determined? 

 MOA to be posted on the website between DPR and APS regarding field use 
 Williamsburg DPR MOA to be posted 
 What efforts would be made to enforce the EA study in comparison to the EA study done 

for Discovery School (CPHD) 
 How to compare Williamsburg situation (fields always unlit/converted to lit) to fields that 

have historically been lit (Washington Lee) 
 Item to revisit: Non-resident fees for renting fields. Are non-affiliate groups advertising 

Arlington facilities? 
 Is there a consultant available that isn’t Musco or DPR, that can speak professionally 

regarding light spillage and community effects? 
 What is sufficient, what is safe, what is reasonable regarding lights on Williamsburg 

fields? 
o What are the minimums? 

 Creation of lighting policy in Arlington County? 
 Ability to combine priority programs and uses of the field? 

o Follow-up answer next meeting. 
 


