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A Plan for the Future: 2015 Public Facilities Study 

Farmers Markets All Around Town

Arlington County, in partnership 
with Arlington Public Schools 

(APS), has launched its most ambitious 
long-range planning effort in 40 years.

The Arlington Community Facilities 
Study — a Plan for the Future aims 
to develop a framework for assessing 
the County’s public facilities and 
establishing criteria for locating 
new facilities and financing their 
construction.

The study will inform County and 
School Board decision-making on how 
best to meet the need for more schools, 
fire stations, vehicle storage sites and 
other facility needs over the next 20 
years, as Arlington continues to grow.

Board Chair Mary Hynes unveiled 
the initiative on Jan. 1, when her 
colleagues voted Hynes the Board’s 
2015 Chair.

“2015 will be a year of change, as 
we deal with our growing population; 

a year of challenges, as we continue to 
reinvigorate our economy; and a year 
of limits, as we come to grips with the 
realities of our physical space,” Hynes 
said.

“The challenge we face today, in 
2015 as a community, is this: how do 
we move beyond our recent discord on 
key issues and work together to ensure 
that our County has the resources 
to meet our residents’ needs while 
remaining the high-quality, caring 
community each of us has chosen to 
make their home?”

On Jan. 23, the County Board 
adopted the charge for the Facilities 
Study Committee and, with the APS 
Board, appointed 24 members. Former 
County Board Chairman John Milliken 
was named chair, and former Planning 
Commissioner Ginger Briggs Brown 
was named vice chair.
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“This is an opportunity to take a 
step back and ask what are our long-
term needs for public facilities, and 
what are our likely resources to meet 
those needs,” said Milliken.

At least once a month, the study 
committee will meet with a larger 
Resident Forum (see box). Learn 
more at www.arlingtonva.us; search 
“facilities study.”  n

Fairlington Farmers Market

3308 S. Stafford St.

Hours: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Sundays, Apr. 19-Nov. 29
www.field2table.org

Columbia Pike Farmers Market

Columbia Pike & Walter Reed Dr.

Hours: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Sundays
Park in front of Rite Aid.
www.bit.ly/colpikeFM

Crystal City Farmers Market

Crystal Dr. & 19th St.

Hours: 3-7 p.m.  
Tuesdays, Apr. 7-Nov 24.
www.crystalcity.org/green/
farmers-market

Clarendon Farmers Market

Clarendon Blvd. &  
N. Highland St.

Hours: 3-7 p.m.
Wednesdays, Apr.-Dec.
clarendon.org/farmersmarket

Join the Resident Forum

Any interested Arlingtonian can 
join the Forum group. Resident 
Forum members will provide broad 
community input to inform the Study 
Committee and the outcome of the 
study. To sign up, visit: arlingtonva.us; 
search “resident forum sign-up.” 

New!

Arlington has eight Farmers 

markets offering fresh produce, 

local artisans, a variety of vendors 

and other unique treats. Farmers 

markets begin their prime season 

in April and May. For more infor-

mation, visit www.arlingtonva.

us; search “Farmers market” or 

call 703-228-7872.

Arlington Mill Farmers Market

Columbia Pike & S. Dinwiddie St.

Hours: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Thursdays, May-Oct.
www.bit.ly/arlmillFM

Ballston Farmers Market

Welburn Square

Hours: 3-7 p.m. 
Thursdays, May-Oct.
www.bit.ly/ballstonFM

Westover Farmers Market

Washington Blvd. &  
N. McKinley Rd.

Hours: 8 a.m.-noon
Sundays, May-Nov. 
Dec.-Apr.: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
westoverfarmersmarket.org
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The Citizen is produced five times per year.

Jennifer K. Smith (Editor), Ken Matthews (Designer)
703-228-3120 (voice), 703-228-4611 (TTY)
publicaffairs@arlingtonva.us. Printed on 100 percent 
recycled paper, 30-40 percent post-consumer content.

Services for Visually Impaired Readers – Metropolitan 
Washington Ear offers free reading service of The 
Citizen for people with physical disabilities who  
cannot effectively read print. Call 301-681-6636,  
www.washear.org or email information@washear.org.

The cost to produce, print and mail 
a copy of this edition is about 25¢.

Your County Board

Upcoming County Board Meetings

Mar. 14 – Regular Meeting  
Mar. 17 – Recessed Meeting 
Mar. 24 – Budget Hearing 
Mar. 26 – Tax Rate Hearing 
Apr. 18 – Regular Meeting 
Apr. 21 – Recessed Meeting

View the full schedule online at 
countyboard.arlingtonva.us/meetings.

County Board Office 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., 
Suite 300, Arlington, Va. 22201 
703-228-3130
703-228-4611 (TTY)
703-228-7430 (fax)
countyboard@arlingtonva.us

Mary Hynes, Chair, J. Walter Tejada, 
Vice Chairman

Our  V i s ion :  Ar l i ng ton  w i l l  b e  a  d i v e rs e  and  i nc lu s i v e  wor l d - c l a s s  u rban  commun i t y  w i th  s e cu re ,  a t t rac t i v e  re s i den t i a l  and  commerc ia l 

Adopt an ART Bus Stop: Help make Arlington a beautiful place to live, work and visit. Individuals or groups can 
adopt and maintain an ART bus stop for one year. Adopters will be publicly recognized with a sign at their adopted 
stop. Learn more at arlingtontransit.com/adopt-a-stop. 

Arlington: Open for Business
New online and one-stop systems

Arlington is now an even better 
place to do business.

During County Manager Barbara 
Donnellan’s 2013 business listening 
tour, she heard suggestions to help 
ensure Arlington is the premier place to 
do business. These ideas are propelling 
a series of short- and long-term 
technology and process improvements 
to improve customer service and 
increase efficiency Countywide. Recent 
improvements include:
• Online business license registration 

for new or expanding Arlington 
businesses.

• One-stop payment system for 
building permit fees. Customers no 
longer need to go to a different floor 
to make payments.

• Parkmobile Pay-by-Cell mobile app, 
a convenient way to pay for parking.

• Business Ombudsman to help resolve 
issues and identify improvements 
in County administrative processes, 
such as permitting.

And the County is increasing its 
business outreach, including:
• Welcome Event: In January, we 

held the first welcome event for new 
businesses. More than 70 people 
from 31 businesses attended. This is 
part of an important effort to thank 
businesses for choosing Arlington.

• Quarterly Chairman’s Breakfast: 
To learn more about the challenges 
facing the business community, 
County Board Chair Mary Hynes 

will host quarterly breakfasts with 
business leaders.

• County Manager Welcome &  
Check-in Tour: In 2015, County 
Manager Donnellan will introduce 
several new members of her 
executive leadership team to the 
business community and follow up 
on her listening tour.

Arlington businesses are valued 
partners in our community-building 
efforts. And businesses are a vital part 
of our community, generating more 
than half of local tax revenue. This 
dynamic is key to Arlington’s triple-
AAA bond rating and our economic 
sustainability.  n

Arlington’s dwindling stock 
of affordable housing is an 

issue that touches everyone in our 
community – millennials, seniors and 
anyone concerned about our long-term 
sustainability.

That’s why County government has 
been working with the community 
since December 2012 on an Affordable 
Housing Study. The goal is to create a 
shared community vision of Arlington’s 
affordable housing as a key component 
of our community sustainability.

A broad-based group of 
Arlingtonians has been working with 
County staff to develop housing 
principles, goals, targets, strategies 
and priorities for affordable housing to 
recommend to the County Board. Join 
us March 28, 2015, at a community 

forum where we will review draft 
policies and goals for our housing 
supply, access to housing and 
community sustainability.

The County Board launched this 
study in response to the urgent need 
posed by the County’s shrinking stock 
of affordable housing and the fact 
that many can no longer afford to buy 
or rent here. The Affordable Housing 
Study seeks to make recommendations 
for an approach to housing that 
will sustain diversity, vibrancy and 
economic prosperity, strengthen 
our neighborhoods and support our 
residents.

To learn more about the study, visit 
arlingtonva.us; search “Affordable 
Housing Study.”  n

• Over the last decade, Arlington’s 
housing market has been characterized 
by escalating rents and home prices. 

• Between 2000 and 2013, average home 
sale prices increased by 140.5 percent 
while the average rent increased by 
90.9 percent.

• During that time, the County lost 
11,000 market affordable housing units, 
primarily to rent increases.

• The average rent for a 2-bedroom 
apartment is $2,255. You need a 
household income of $90,200 or more 
to afford the typical rent in Arlington.

Quick Facts

• 1 in 5 renters in Arlington spend more 
than 50 percent of their income on 
housing.

• Arlington is a magnet for young, 
professional workers. There has been 
a surge over the past 12 years of 
millennials moving to the County. In 
2012, Arlington had a higher share 
of 25-to-34 year olds than any other 
County in the nation.

• Arlington has become less racially and 
ethnically diverse over the last 12 years. 
It’s the only jurisdiction in the DC-
metro area to have a drop in Hispanic 
population. 

New Year, New Leaders

Arlington County 
government 

continues to attract top 
talent, as evidenced by 
the recent hiring of three 
accomplished leaders. Carol 
Mitten started in January 
as deputy county manager. 
She has worked as a senior 
executive for federal and 
D.C. governments, as well as 
Amtrak.

Victor Hoskins also 
began in January as director 
of Arlington Economic 
Development. He brings 
20-plus years of executive 

Steven Cover, Director 
of Community, Planning, 
Housing & Development

Victor Hoskins, Director 
of Arlington Economic
Development

leadership experience 
and has worked for 
county and state 
governments.

Steven Cover, AICP, 
starts March 2 as 
director of Community 
Planning, Housing and 
Development. He has 
extensive experience 
leading local 
government planning 
departments and joins 
Arlington from City 
of Madison, WI. Read 
full bios at newsroom.
arlingtonva.us/bios.  n

Carol Mitten, Deputy County 
Manager

MAR.
28

The Affordable Housing Study Community Forum is from 9 a.m.- 
12 p.m. at Washington Lee High School, 1401 N. Stafford Street.

FY16 Budget Update

To see the proposed budget for fiscal year (FY) 2016, visit arlingtonva.us; search “FY16 budget.” Two public 
hearings scheduled – Budget Hearing on March 24 and Tax Rate Hearing on March 26.

Jay Fisette, Libby Garvey, John Vihstadt
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Street Signs Get Bigger and Better

Have you noticed? Arlington 
County is moving from 

traditional to upgraded street name 
signs. The County is changing the signs 
to comply with new guidelines from 
the Federal Highway Administration.

Although the requirement is only 
for new and replacement signs, the 
County is implementing the new style 
throughout Arlington because they 
improve visibility, navigation and 
safety. The new signs are larger, with 
both uppercase and lowercase reflective 
lettering.

So far, about 120 new signs are in 
place. The installation effort continues 
this spring, beginning with Wilson 
Boulevard, Clarendon Boulevard and 
Crystal Drive. 

What happens to the old signs?
If the sign is in good condition, 

County staff will re-sheet it with new 
fabrication materials and reuse it as a 
new sign. Signs that are damaged and 
unable to be reused are recycled. 

The revenue from the recycled signs 
is then returned to general County 
funds. Unfortunately, the County is not 
permitted to donate, give away, or sell 
withdrawn street name signs to private 
parties.  n

Capital Bikeshare Now Takes Cash

The County is now accepting 
cash payment from Arlington 

residents for an annual Capital 
Bikeshare membership and user fees. 
This one-year pilot program is designed 
to expand usage of Capital Bikeshare in 
Arlington and make it easier to join for 
those who don’t have a credit or debit 
card or prefer to pay cash.  

Arlington residents can sign up 
for a Capital Bikeshare membership 
at any of Arlington’s five Commuter 
Store locations in Rosslyn, Crystal City, 
Ballston, Shirlington or the Mobile 
Commuter Store. Residents must bring: 
• A current government-issued photo 

ID with their Arlington address 
shown, such as a driver’s license, or 

• A passport, Permanent Resident Card, 
or Employment Authorization Card 
along with a copy of a utility bill 
dated within the past 60 days with 
their name and Arlington address.   

For as little as $16 toward 
the standard price of an annual 
membership with monthly installments, 
a resident can open an account. This 

covers the $7 monthly membership 
fee plus usage fees for trips beyond 
the first 30 minutes. Another option 
is paying $100 in cash for the annual 
membership cost of $75, and the 
remaining $25 will be used toward 
usage fees. 

Commuter Store staff will register 
customers and provide a member key 
fob, so riders can begin using Capital 
Bikeshare immediately. Arlington 
will debit an account with monthly 
membership and usage fees as they 
occur and notify the member when 
the account credit runs low. Visit 
capitalbikeshare.com/pricing for  
more information.  n

EasyPark Makes Parking Easy

Tired of 
scrounging for 

coins to feed parking 
meters? Sick of 
worrying that you’ll 
run out of meter time? 
EasyPark, Arlington’s 
new in-vehicle 
electronic parking 
meter, is here to help. 
EasyPark replaces iPark, which was 
discontinued in 2014. 

How it works
Buy your EasyPark unit, then add 

money to it online. Park your car at a 
meter, turn on your EasyPark, select the 
type of meter, hang your EasyPark unit 
on your window and go on your way. 

When you return, turn 
your EasyPark off, and 
you will be charged 
only for the actual 
time you parked. The 
device costs $30, 
which includes $10 
in preloaded parking 
funds. For more 
information, and 

to order your EasyPark, go to www.
easyparkusa.com/arlingtonva.

Current iPark users
You can use and reload your iPark 

unit for as long as it lasts. To reload, 
just call the Treasurer’s Office at 703- 
228-3082 or visit us at 2100 Clarendon 
Blvd., Window 215.  n

Sign Up for ART Alerts: Receive up-to-date ART bus service information via email or text message. You can receive service 
information for a specific ART bus route or for the entire bus system. Know ahead of time about delays, severe weather 
information and traffic disruptions. Sign up at arlingtontransit.com/alert. 

Crystal City Potomac Yard Transitway
Construction work on seven new 
transitway stations in Crystal City 
and Potomac Yard is expected to be 
completed in April, while work continues 
on the dedicated transit lanes. The County 
requires additional days after completion 
of station construction to install signage 
and public art, complete roadway-related 
improvements, and train operators. 
Transitway completion and opening is 
expected in spring/summer 2015. If you 
have questions regarding construction, 
call 703-638-0165. For a description of 
construction activities and to sign up for 
updates, visit www.arlingtonva.us; search 
“Transitway.”

Overhead Wires, Utility Poles 
Disappear from Columbia Pike
Verizon and Dominion Virginia Power are 
completing the transfer of utility lines to 
the underground duct system between 
South Wakefield Street and Four Mile 
Run Drive, allowing removal of overhead 
wires and utility poles. Removing existing 
poles will allow for completion of 
street improvement work. Substantial 
completion on this section of Columbia 
Pike is anticipated by March. Final 
surface asphalt, which requires warmer 
weather for installation, will take place 
in the spring. For more information, go 
to arlingtonva.us; search “Columbia Pike 
Utility Undergrounding.”

Wilson Boulevard Restriping
Restriping of Wilson Boulevard between 
North Frederick Street and North 
Manchester Street is on schedule for 
this spring. The street will be restriped 
from its current four lanes to three lanes, 
including a new two-way center left 
turn lane and the addition of bike lanes 
on both sides. Plans have been modified 
based on community feedback, including 
removal of the eastbound right turn 
drop lane onto North Manchester Street. 
County staff will continue to meet with 
community groups, and a notification 
meeting is planned before work starts. 
For more info, go to www.arlingtonva.us; 
search “Wilson Boulevard Improvements.”

CONSTRUCTIONUPDATES

Prepping for 
Paving Season

Paving season begins around the 
first week of April and ends in 

late October. As part of the annual 
maintenance program, streets are 
identified based on poor conditions and 
deterioration. 

The street’s top 1½ to 2 inches of 
asphalt is replaced by milling and 
paving the roadway surface. The 
sequence includes: concrete curb and 
gutter and sidewalk repairs, street 
milling, utility adjustments, hot-mix 
paving and pavement markings. If your 
street is selected for paving:  
• You will have received an important 

notice letter via U.S. mail by March. 

• Keep an eye out for “No Parking” 
signs. 

• Door hangers also will be delivered 
prior to the start of work.

Once the signs are posted, your 
street must be cleared of all vehicles by 
parking in a driveway or an adjoining 
street. Failure to do so may result 
in your vehicle being towed. If your 
vehicle is towed, call the Arlington 
Police Department at 703-558-2222.  

For more information, go to 
www.arlingtonva.us; search “street 
maintenance.”  n

ART
alerts
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Stop the Emerald Ash Borer – Now!

Our urban forest is under threat 
from the Emerald Ash Borer, an 

invasive insect that can kill Ash trees 
in a very short time. Healthy Ash trees 
with more than half their leaves can be 
saved if homeowners act this April or 
May. 

How to save your Ash tree
You can treat your Ash if it’s not  

too big:
1. Measure 4½ feet up the tree, 

measure the circumference around 
the trunk and divide that by three.

2. If the result is less than 20 inches 
you can treat the Ash tree yourself.

3. To save your tree, soak the area 
around it with a product that 
contains 1.47 percent imidacloprid 
(follow application directions on 
the product); your local nursery 
can help.

Ash trees larger than 20 inches 
require injection treatment only 
an arborist can provide. For 
information on how to select a 
certified arborist, go to www.
TreeStewards.org.

Don’t know if you  
have an Ash tree?

The leaves are a giveaway. If 
you can’t identify it by this photo, 
take a branch to information tables 

at Farmers markets run by Master 
Gardeners or stop by Fairlington 
Community Center weekdays between  
8 a.m. and noon. You can also call 
their hotline at 703-228-6414.  n

• Prune dead branches and those that 
obstruct sidewalks.

• Apply organic mulch over tree roots – 
2-4 inches deep under the crown.

• Avoid piling mulch near or around the 
trunk. 

• Keep English ivy and other invasive 
plants away from trees, which will 
weaken or die as ivy spreads.

More tree tips at environment. 
arlingtonva.us; search “trees.”

Spring Tree Tips

Yard Care the Sustainable Way
Manage your yard for a healthier Chesapeake Bay 

Follow our simple tips to beautify 
your lawn and garden, conserve 

resources and protect our watershed. 
Grasscycling: Fertilize grass and 

reduce yard waste by recycling grass 
clippings back into your lawn. Simply 
leave grass clippings on your lawn as 
a fertilizer. Grasscycling minimizes 
the need for chemical fertilizers 
and reduces fertilizer runoff to our 
waterways.

Limit fertilizer use: Overuse of 
fertilizers leads to pollution in our 
streams and rivers and the Chesapeake 
Bay.  If you use a professional lawn 
care service, ask about minimizing 

fertilizer runoff. If you do use fertilizer, 
fall is the best time to fertilize fescue, 
bluegrass and ryegrass. 

Put your lawn on a diet: Tired 
of mowing, fertilizing and raking 
leaves off your grass? Convert some 
of your lawn to native plants, known 
as a “conservation landscape.” Native 
plants such as shrubs and trees will 
absorb more runoff than grass and 
help improve water quality. Learn 
more at www.arlingtonva.us; search 
“StormwaterWise.”

Compost: It’s a great way to reduce 
the amount of organic kitchen, garden 
or yard waste being disposed. And it 
helps create a rich soil amendment for 
your lawn and garden.

Mulch: Arlington’s mulch can keep 
your yard healthy. Pick up for free or 
get it delivered for a fee. (More details 
on page 9.)

Rain barrels: Collect rainwater 
from your roof to water your lawn and 
garden and reduce your water bills. 
Attend a local rain barrel workshop to 
make your own. 

Learn more about yard care at 
environment.arlingtonva.us.  n

Rakes, Saws, Shears and More
Start your gardening season at the new tool lending shed

Get growing with the first full 
spring-to-fall season of garden 

tool lending at Arlington Public 
Library. From March through November 
at Central Library, “The Shed” offers 
(non-mechanized) equipment for any 
basic garden or lawn job. Borrow tools 
for a week, five at a time, and bring 

them back clean. Because really — how 
many of us need to own a post hole 
digger? Open to Arlington residents 
only. 

Interested in donating gently used 
tools or your time? Call 703-228-5952 
or email mbrown3@arlingtonva.us.  n

Planting and Digging Tools
 �Hoe 

 �Broadcast spreader

 �Bulb planter

 �Hand trowel

 �Cultivator

 �Garden pick

 �Manure fork

 �Pick mattock

 �Hand cultivator

 �Post hole digger

 �Round and square point shovels

Rakes and Cleaning Tools
 �Bow and leaf rake

 �Push broom

 �Sidewalk scraper

 �Wheel barrow

Weeding and Cutting Tools
 �Dandelion weeder

 �Weed cutter

 �Pruner

 �Weeding shovel

 �Bow saw

 �Pruning saw

 �Weeding knife

 �Push mower

 �Lopper

 �Hedge shears

Miscellaneous
 �6-foot ladder

 �100-foot extension chord

 �50-foot garden hose  
and nozzles

Did you know? Thanks to a reciprocal agreement, Arlington residents qualify for public library cards from neighboring systems 
including D.C., Alexandria, Falls Church, Fairfax, Loudoun, Montgomery and Prince George’s. Collect and use them all. Don’t have a 
card? Go to bit.ly/arllibcard.

Art and Infrastructure

This public art installation on the bridges and retaining walls at Courthouse Road and 10th Street over 
Route 50/Arlington Boulevard features richly textured concrete panels and colorful LED backlit metal 
screens designed by artist Vicki Scuri. This project was a 10-year collaboration between Arlington Public 
Art, the Department of Environmental Services and Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT). Opened 
in September 2014, the artful infrastructure project has already garnered an “Honor Award” from The 
American Council of Engineering Companies of Metropolitan Washington.

Photos by Vicki Scuri, vickiscuri.wordpress.com

CUT AND SAVE

The Shed – Garden Tool Lending
Wed: 5-7 p.m.   •   Fri: 3-5 p.m.   •   Sat: 10 a.m.-noon

Central Library, 1015 N. Quincy St.
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ABCs of Arlington Child Care

A quality child care program can 
have a tremendous effect on 

your child. While no 
child care program can 
replace a parent’s love and 
attention, a well-chosen 
one can complement your 
efforts and enhance your 
child’s development.

Our County has more 
than 270 child care 
programs. The range of 
program types means 
one is likely to meet your 
needs. Check out the 
options:

Child care centers: Provide care in 
a nonresidential setting for children 
14 years or younger. There are parent 
cooperatives, parent’s days out, part-
day and full-day preschools, employer-
sponsored child care and Montessori 
programs. All programs are licensed 
and inspected by the County twice 
annually.

Licensed family child care homes: 
Provide care for four to nine children 
in a private home or residence. All 
are inspected twice annually. Some 
providers specialize in care for 
children with special needs or provide 

specialty programming such as Spanish 
immersion.

Registered family child 
care homes: Provide care 
for three or fewer children 
in a private residence. 
Though not licensed, they 
must follow the same 
requirements as licensed 
family child care homes 
and are inspected twice 
annually.

Private and technical 
schools: Provide 
programming in a private 

school or specialty environment for 
young children such as dance, martial 
arts or music. These programs are 
licensed annually.  n

Searching for a child care program? 
Want to learn more about Arlington 
Child Care Services? Visit family.
arlingtonva.us/child-care where you’ll 
find online directories (showing child 
care locations on a map) and many 
other resources.

Online Help & Child Care Maps

Point-in-Time Homeless Count

On the night of Jan. 28, more 
than 75 volunteers hit the 

streets, searching alleys, going under 
bridges and looking through wooded 
areas to find unsheltered people. The 
effort was part of Arlington’s annual 
Point-in-Time Count, one of several 
important indicators we use to gauge 

progress in the effort to prevent and 
end homelessness in our community.

The number of unsheltered 
Arlingtonians dipped from 146 in 
2013 to 51 in 2014; the 2015 numbers 
are still being validated, but it looks 
like we will see the downward trend 
continue. 

This year, the Point-in-Time Count 
marks the launch of our “Zero: 2016” 
effort to eliminate homelessness 
among veterans by December 2015 
and eliminate chronic homelessness by 
December 2016.

For more info about Arlington’s 
ongoing efforts to prevent and end 
homelessness, visit publicassistance.
arlingtonva.us/10yp.  n

Be Smart, Think LED: L•E•D  noun  (el-ee-dee): the most efficient, durable, versatile light bulb available 
today; lasts 25 times longer than a standard incandescent light bulb; comes in a variety of shapes and sizes. 
Learn more at energy.gov.

Arlington Teen Summer Expo: 
The largest area job fair for 
youth and young adults is back. 
This free event offers job seekers 

age 14-21 a chance to meet with a huge 
range of local employers ready to  
make their summer hiring decisions. 
Internship, volunteer and educational 
opportunities are also among the 
offerings. Employers — this is your 
opportunity to get your openings in front 
of more than 800 ready, willing and able 
workers. Employers register now to attend 
or have your opportunity posted. 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. Washington Lee High School, 
1301 N. Stafford Street. To register or 
for more information contact Arlington 
Employment Center at 703-228-1404 or 
visit www.arlingtonteensummerexpo.com.

Bonus Family Skate Nights: 
Join the crowd at Thomas 
Jefferson Community Center 
for Bonus Family Skate Nights, 

including a live D.J., $1 (cash only) moon 
bounces and café with snacks. Entry 
admission is $2 per person (cash only) 
and skate rentals are $3 per person (cash 
only). 6:30-9:30 p.m. Details at parks.
arlingtonva.us. Also April 18

Events Around Arlington

Annual Friends of the Arlington 
Public Library Spring Book Sale: 
The County’s longest-running 
recycling effort offers tens of 

thousands of previously owned books, 
recordings, DVDs, magazines, maps, 
puzzles, games and more. First night is 
for Friends only but memberships are 
available at the door. Sunday all items 
are half-price. Central Library Parking 
Garage. Visit library.arlingtonva.us for 
specific hours. Through April 19 

Crystal City Walkabout: Join 
WalkArlington and the Crystal 
City BID for a lunchtime guided 
walking tour that highlights 

the array of artwork, cafes, restaurants, 
boutiques, and gathering places this 
lively urban village has to offer. Come 
out and discover 
Crystal City from the 
sidewalk up. 12-1 
p.m. — rain or shine. 
Free, reservations 
not required. Also coming up: Walk to 
Work Day on Fri., April 3, and Walk @ 
Lunch Day on Wed., April 29. Contact 
info@walkarlington.com or visit www.
WalkArlington.com for more info.

TJ Spring Break Day Camp:  
Middle School and High 
School students ages 10-14 
are invited. Teens take daily 

trips and participate in onsite fun with 
sports, arts and challenges. 9 a.m.- 
4 p.m. Thomas Jefferson Community 
Center. $125 includes all activities, 
trips, transportation, admission costs 
and supervision. Bring bag lunch 
daily. Details at parks.arlingtonva.us. 
Through April 3

Arlington Reads Author 
Jesmyn Ward: Winner of the 
2011 National 
Book Award 

for Fiction, Ward will 
discuss her acclaimed 
2013 memoir, “Men We 
Reaped,” which focuses 
on five young black 
men lost to drugs, 
accidents, murder 
and suicide in her small hometown 
of DeLisle, Miss. The dead include her 
younger brother, killed by a drunk 
driver. Ward is an English professor 
at Tulane University. Free, but seating 
is limited. 7 p.m. Central Library 
Auditorium.

Raging Reptiles Unplugged: 
Upgrade your downtime at 
monthly, low-cost, Saturday 
programs. Learn and 

experience the wild world of reptiles 
with this hands-on, interactive demo 
and class all about our cold-blooded 
friends. 1-3 p.m. Langston-Brown 
Community Center. Details at parks.
arlingtonva.us

Turtle Trot 5K: More than a 
trail run — festivities include 
a real turtle race, educational 
booths, games and fun for 

the whole family. Each year, Long 
Branch Nature Center receives injured 
turtles and other wildlife that need 
help. Proceeds from the race help give 
them medical attention and a place to 
live until they are strong enough to 
be released back into the wild. Adults 
$30; kids 12 and under $15. Check in 
at 9 a.m.; race starts at 10 a.m. Register 
at active.com; search “turtle trot.”

Free Tax Preparation

Arlington residents can get their 
taxes expertly prepared for free 

at several community locations this 
year, including Central and Columbia 
Pike libraries and the Department 
of Human Services. The program is 
sponsored by Arlington County, AARP 
and Community Tax Aid. Some income 
limits apply. For more information —  
including what to bring — visit 
publicassistance.arlingtonva.us/tax.  n
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GIVE PEACE
A CHANCE
When drivers, bikers and walkers work together to share 
our streets, they can create something truly beautiful. 
Follow these simple steps to make sure you’re always 
being a PAL – Predictable, Alert and Lawful – whether 
you’re on foot, on a bike or behind the wheel of your car.

• Obey all traffic signs and signals, remembering that bicycles are considered 
 vehicles when traveling on the road
• Ride at least 5 feet away from parked vehicles, including unloading buses 
• Stay visible by wearing light-colored clothing and reflective gear, and by 
 using lights (white in front and red in back) at night
• Wear a helmet, as they dramatically reduce the risk of head injuries in a crash
• On trails or in crosswalks, give at least an arm’s length of space to pedestrians
• Ride in the bike lanes whenever possible, and be alert and predictable 
 when you have to merge into traffic

• Cross the street at marked crosswalks and intersections, and only when you 
 have a “Walk” signal
• Before crossing, look left, right, then left again
• Stand out in times of poor visibility by carrying lights, or wearing 
 light-colored clothing and reflective gear
• Walk facing traffic whenever possible 
• If you need to leave the sidewalk due to obstructions, be alert to cars and 
 bicycles around you
• On trails, walk to the right, don’t step to the left without first checking 
 behind you, and step off the trail if you want to stop

• Obey all traffic signs, signals and school crossing guards
• Yield to pedestrians and cyclists in crosswalks and when turning right on red
• Be careful around parked vehicles and stopped buses, as they can make it 
 hard to see people about to enter the roadway
• Be especially attentive, take your time, and turn on your headlights after 
 dark and in times of poor visibility
• Pass bicycles at a reasonable speed at least 3 feet to the left – it’s Virginia law
• Be aware that bicyclists and pedestrians sometimes need to share the roadway

For more helpful tips that can make it easy for you to 
always #BEaPAL, visit commuterpage.com/pal.

Walking

Biking

Driving
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Residential Curbside Collection Services
• Weekly trash collection in a County-

provided black cart.

• Weekly collection of recyclables in a 
County-provided blue cart.

• Spring yard waste and fall leaf 
collection in County and Customer-
provided biodegradable bags.

• Seasonal Christmas tree collection 
and recycling.

Collected at the customer’s request:
• Loose brush.

• Scrap metal and appliances (fees may 
apply).

• Electronic waste (e-waste; fees may 
apply).

• Car batteries.

• Delivery of mulch, leaf mulch, and 
fill dirt (availability may vary and 
fees may apply).

Additional services for all 
residents:
• Drop off of recyclable materials at 

two self-service centers.

• Monthly paper shredding at the Solid 
Waste Bureau.

• Drop off of household hazardous 
materials and e-waste at the Water 
Pollution Control Plant (fees may 
apply).

How to Prepare Your Trash & Recycling

Follow these simple rules so we can 
better serve you — and keep our 

collection system safe and efficient:
• Place trash and recycling out by  

6 a.m. on your collection day.

• Bag all trash before placing it in 
your cart to prevent blowing litter or 
spillage.

• Break down large cardboard boxes 
and place next to the recycling cart. 
Place loose recyclables in cardboard 
boxes or paper bags.

• Do not put excess recyclable 
materials in plastic bags outside the 
trash cart (or they’ll be collected as 
trash).

GUIDE to Trash and Recycling Services

Cart Options to Fit Your Needs

Customer Service  
Requests & More Info

• Submit online requests 24/7 at 
recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential 
or through the County’s mobile 
app (via iTunes or the Google Play 
Store; search “ArlingtonVA.”)

• Call the customer service center at 
703-228-6570, Mon.–Fri. from  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sign up for important notices, sched-
ule changes and leaf season updates 
by subscribing to Trash and Recycling 
Alerts at recycling.arlingtonva.us. 

Trash and recycling cart sizes
The County’s standard trash cart 

size is 64 gallons. However townhomes 
may request a smaller 32-gallon trash 
cart. Although the 32-gallon trash 
cart is currently limited to townhomes 
only, this smaller size will be more 
widely available beginning July 
2015. Recycling carts are available to 
customers in 35- and 65-gallon sizes.

64  GALLON

65  GALLON
TRASH CART RECYLING CART

32  GALLON

35  GALLON

Personal containers
You can use your own trash and 

recycling container as long as it is:
• In good condition.

• Clearly-labeled as trash or recycling.

• Between 20-32 gallons in capacity.

• Made of metal or sturdy plastic with 
handles and tight-fitting lid.

• Weighs less than 50 pounds when 
full.  n

Fits 6-7 kitchen-
sized bags

D: 32” 

W: 24”

H: 42”

Fits 3 kitchen-
sized bags

D:24” 

W: 19”

H: 39”

Fits 6-7 kitchen-
sized bags

D: 28” 

W: 27”

H: 41”

Fits 3 kitchen-
sized bags

D: 23” 

W: 20”

H: 39”

What Do Arlingtonians Throw Away?

Arlington’s 33,000 residences 
throw away about 34,000 tons 

of trash annually. Waste audits provide 
insight into how the community 
disposes of different material. While 
we have one of the highest recycling 
rates in the region at 51.1 percent, we 

• Securely wrap mirrors and glass in 
several layers of newspapers or heavy 
plastic to contain any breakage, tape 
the edges and label as “glass.” This 
helps collection crews avoid injury. 

• Do not place rock, sod, concrete, soil, 
brick, block, asphalt and other inert 
materials in carts or bags. Call 703-
228-6570 for how to handle these 
items or go to recycling.arlingtonva.
us; search “inert materials.”

• Do not put liquids or containers of 
liquid in trash bags or carts — they 
are prohibited and hazardous to 
collection crews and equipment.  n

• Free wood mulch and leaf mulch for 
residential pick up (availability may 
vary).

• Drop off of inert materials at the 
Solid Waste Bureau.  n

19% trash that could
be recycled

51.1%current recycle rate

26% trash that could be  
composted or grasscycled

can always improve. According to the 
2014 waste audits, about 19 percent of 
what was disposed as trash could be 
recycled, and another 26 percent could 
be composted or grasscycled.  n

—— More information at recycling.arlingtonva.us or call 703-228-6570 ——

The Solid Waste Bureau, part of the Department of Environmental Services, 
provides weekly curbside trash and recycling collection services to about 
33,000 residences. 

Thanks to our many residents who recycle, Arlington County has one of the 
highest recycling rates in the region at 51.1 percent. Our program has received 
many accolades, including the award for “Outstanding Leadership” from the 
Virginia Recycling Association.   

This special section covers what you need to know about Arlington’s trash and 
recycling services. It includes an overview of residential curbside collection, 
cart options, preparation guidelines, our online customer service request 
system, yard waste management, street sweeping, E-CARE and much more. 



Plastic bags and films can be 
recycled. However, you should 

collect them separately and bring them 
to your local grocery store. The plastic 
bags and films can clog the moving 
parts of the processing equipment at 
the recycling facility.  n

You can save time and money by 
leaving grass clippings on your 

lawn. Not only do they decompose very 
quickly, they also provide nutrients for 
your yard. Here’s how to grasscycle:
• Ensure mower blades are sharp. 

Remove bag from power mower.

• Set blade height to 2–2½ inches. Try 
to remove one-third of grass length 
per mowing.

• Leave clippings on lawn.  n
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Minimizing waste is not only good 
for the environment, but also 

can save your household money. Some 
ideas for waste reduction:
• Use reusable shopping bags.

• Donate reusable items such as 
electronics, books, clothes and other 
household items. 

• Use online networks such as 
Freecycle, Craigslist or Habitat for 
Humanity Restore to find or donate 
usable items.

• Automotive fluids

• Car care products

• Compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs)

• Corrosives (acids/caustics)

• Fire extinguishers

• Flammable solvents

• Fluorescent tubes

• Fuels/petroleum products

• Household cleaners

• Lawn and garden chemicals

• Mercury

• Paint products (25-can limit)

• Photographic chemicals

• Poisons (pesticides)

• Propane gas cylinders (small hand-held 
or larger)

• Swimming pool chemicals

Accepted Materials

• Use reusable mugs, water bottles, 
utensils and plates at work and away 
from home.

• Bring a reusable container to 
restaurants to carry out leftovers.

• Use reusable versions of razors, pens 
and paper napkins.

• Cut up unusable clothes for  
cleaning rags.

• Use both sides of the paper, print  
and photocopy double-sided 
documents.  n

Backyard Composting

Recycling Plastic Bags 
and Plastic Film The next time you have a choice 

between plastic and glass, 
consider the following facts:
• Glass is seven times heavier than 

plastic and requires more gas and oil 
to transport.

• Glass consumes nearly twice as much 
energy to produce as plastic.

• Glass in inherently more expensive to 
buy, ship and recycle.

• As a commodity, recycling plastic 
brings a significantly higher rebate to 
the County than glass.

Whatever the container, it’s 
important to recycle it. But remember, 
in most instances, plastic is greener 
overall.  n

Glass or Plastic?

Grasscycling at Home

GUIDE to Trash and Recycling Services

Be Frugal—Reduce and Create Less Waste

Compost is organic material added 
to soil to enhance plant growth. 

Composting yard waste and vegetative 
food waste at home then using the 
completed compost in your yard 
and garden initiates nature’s perfect 
recycling process. Composting is easy, 
and you can get started with just 
your leaves and grass. Residents also 
may buy compost bins for $20 at the 
County’s Solid Waste Bureau. 

To learn more about composting, 
visit recycling.arlingtonva.us; search 
“compost.”  n

The County’s annual Spring Yard 

Waste Collection Program for 

residential customers is March 16 - 

April 24. For more information, visit 

recycling.arlingtonva.us; search 

“spring yard waste.” Bagged yard 

waste is collected on the business 

day after your normal trash day.

The biannual Environmental 
Collection and Recycling Event 

(E-CARE) is set for Saturday, April 18, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Thomas 

E-CARE Coming in April

The County 
sweeps streets 

and bike lanes from 
April to October. 
Street sweeping is 
one of the most 
cost-effective ways 
to prevent sediment 
and other pollutants 
from washing into our 
streams.

To allow crews to thoroughly clean 
the streets, park your car either in 

a driveway or on 
another street while 
crews are in your 
neighborhood. 

To find out when 
street sweeping will 
occur in your area, 
visit arlingtonva.
us; search “street 
sweeping.” You can 
also subscribe to Trash 

and Recycling Alerts to receive street 
sweeping schedule information at 
arlingtonva.us/subscribe.  n

Street Sweeping Program 
Protects Our Waterways

• Asbestos

• Explosives and ammunition

• Freon

• Medical wastes

• Prescription medications

• Radioactive materials

• Smoke detectors

Unaccepted Materials

Jefferson Middle School, 125 S. Old 
Glebe Rd. Residents can safely dispose 
of hazardous household materials 
(HHM) and also recycle bikes, small 
metal items, shoes, clothing and more.

HHM are products in the home that 
are flammable, corrosive, poisonous 
or potentially hazardous. They include 
items such as automotive fluid, car 
care products, fluorescent light bulbs, 
corrosives, household cleaners and 
propane gas cylinders.

For more information, visit 
arlingtonva.us; search “E-CARE.”  n

Do More: Reduce Waste by  
Opting Out of Junk Mail

Over the course of a year, Arlington 
residents save thousands of pounds 
of paper from entering the waste 
stream by opting out of junk mail. 
Visit arlingtonva.catalogchoice.org 
to opt out of unwanted mail, cata-
logs, advertising and phonebooks.

SPRING
Yard Waste



APS News

New Digital Learning Steering Committee Aims to Support Teachers 

The new Digital Learning Steering 
Committee is a partnership 

among the Department of Instruction, 
Information Services, Student Services 
and the schools. It was established 
to support teachers, by fostering 
successful collaboration on approaches 
to using technology to transform 
teaching and learning that will result 
in increased personal learning and 
academic growth for all students. 

This year, APS was fortunate to be 
in the position to pilot 1:1 personalized 
learning devices for one grade level 
per school. This initiative allows for 
increased opportunities for teachers to:
• Increase instructional time by 

reducing the time needed to access 
technology in the classroom.

• Provide personalized learning 
experiences for each student that 
respond to individual needs.

• Prepare students for the future by 
offering access to tools that support 
21st-century skills.

• Explore tools to support opportunities 
for deeper learning that will lead 
to increased college and career 
readiness.

• Access tools that individualize 
learning and target specific needs to 
help close the achievement gap.

• Allow for ready access to assessments 
that guide and inform instruction.

• Maintain the culture of continuous 
improvement present in APS.

School Board Office: 
1426 N. Quincy St. 
Arlington, Va. 22207
703-228-6015 (voice)
703-228-7640 (fax)
E-mail: school.board@apsva.us

Residents who wish to meet with a Board 
member may do so on a walk-in basis 
during Open Office Hours on Monday 
from 5-7 p.m. on days when school is in 
session. School Board members can also 
meet by appointment with small groups of 
individuals to discuss issues or positions. 
If Monday is a holiday, Open Office Hours 
are held the following Tuesday from 
8:30-10:30 a.m.

School Board Meetings:
Arlington School Board meeting dates, times, 
agendas and other information are available 
online at www.apsva.us/schoolboard.

Your School Board

James Lander, Chair 
Emma Violand-Sánchez, Vice Chair 

Members, L to R: Barbara Kanninen,
Abby Raphael, Nancy Van Doren

Check out #digitalAPS: #digitalAPS - Exploring Instructional Frontiers 
is a new monthly program that highlights personalized digital learning 
initiatives in the classroom. See it on Comcast Cable Channel 70; Verizon 
FiOS Channel 41; YouTube at AETVaps; Twitter @digitalAPS.
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Teachers are 
eager to learn 
more about 
how to use 
these devices 
to effectively 
support student 
learning. 
Members of 
the Digital 
Learning Steering 
Committee are 
developing a 
plan of support 
for teachers to 
expand their 
knowledge of effectively 
integrating technology 
into instruction, focusing 
on the opportunities created by 
personalized learning devices to 
enhance and transform teaching and 
learning experiences in our classrooms. 

A big part of that plan includes 
launching virtual and in-person 
methods for teachers to connect and 
share what is currently happening in 
classrooms both in APS and across the 
country, and to provide opportunities 
to build on the skills and knowledge 
each teacher already has. Teachers 
have already started small informal 
learning communities around their 
digital learning pilot programs. 
Opening these discussions to a wider 
audience will allow teachers to see 
what is currently working for others 
in their classrooms and will serve as 

... With Our Community
Over the course of the year, APS 
communicates with families, staff and 
the community on a variety of issues. 

Arlington Educational Television 
(AETV) produces original content like 
APS Snapshots, Green Scene, and 
#digitalAPS, and broadcasts School 
Board meetings as well as arts and 
education events. 

APS also produces many 
publications such as the Handbook 
and Parent Guidebooks to keep the 
community informed. 

Connecting ...

Arlington 
Public 
Schools

CONNECTING WITH
APS WEBSITE

1. Contact Us
2. A-to-Z Index
3. Translation into 11 

languages
4. Google site search
5. Drop-down menu of 

all school sites
6. Calendars
7. Social Media Links
8. APS Dashboard
9. News/Announcements

Find us on:

facebook.com/
ArlingtonPublicSchools

@APSVirginia

youtube.com/APSVAvideo

2

7

7

6

43
5

OUR COMMUNITY
APS SCHOOL TALK 

• Email, texts and voicemail messages
• District-wide and school-

specific information
• School closings/delays/

emergencies
• NewsTips, news releases 

and School Board meeting 
summaries

• Parents/Guardians automatically 
enrolled

• Special Interest lists and info from 
schools outside your neighborhood

APS School Ta

lk

APS
APS

LANGUAGE SERVICES

• The Language Services 
Registration Center (LSRC) 
facilitates the school 
registration process and 
provides language support 
to families with English as a Second 
Language. 

• The Language Line is an on-demand 
3-way telephone translation service, 
in all schools & offices, connecting 
APS, parents and interpreters. 

AETV

Comcast Channel 70
Verizon FiOS Channel 41

• APS Snapshots (weekly)
• APS Green Scene (semi-monthly)
• Bulletin boards feature ongoing news, 

events and announcements
• Live School Board meeting broadcasts
• APS arts and education events

(Arlington Educational 
Television)

APS MOBILE APP 

• FREE download for 
iPhone or Android

• Customizable to your 
school(s)

• Available in multiple 
languages

• News and social media 
feeds

• Events calendar
• Sports schedules and scores
• Lunch menus and MySchoolBucks
• One-click access to ParentVUE
• Emergency alerts
• Contact personnel or School Board 

members
• ...and much more

Hello  Hola  مرحبا  Bonjour  你
好

  Guten tag  হ্যাল
ো  

 C
ia

o 
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PUBLICATIONS

• The Citizen
• APS Handbook
• Guidebooks for Parents
• NewsTips
• Quick Facts Arlington, Virginia

www.apsva.us

See inside cover for the 
APS 2014-15 Calendar

2014-15

ArlingtonPublicSchools

APS Handbook

2014 SPQA-Virginia 
Medallion of Excellence Winner

SCHOOL SITES

Each school has its own website and 
online calendar. Schools keep in touch 
with parents through APS School Talk, 
and many reach out through PTA channels 
and backpack mail as well.

1

9

Contact School & Community Relations:
703.228.6005 or webmaster@apsva.us

a resource for finding new tools that 
might help enhance instructional 
practice. 

For more information about 
this effort, visit www.apsva.us/
digitallearning. You can also get 
highlights of the variety of digital 
learning initiatives underway at APS 
by following @digitalAPS on Twitter. 
The community is encouraged to 
tune in to Twitter on March 13 as 
we participate in the national Digital 
Learning Day program, sponsored by 
the Alliance for Excellent Education. 
APS will be tweeting about many 
digital learning instructional programs 
underway in classrooms throughout 
APS. n

Follow us on:

facebook.com/ArlingtonPublicSchools twitter.com/APSVirginia youtube.com/APSVAvideo

Barrett hosted its second annual Digital Learning Showcase in January 
so students could share the exciting creative work they are doing with 
emerging digital tools. Learn more at: www.apsva.us/digitalaps

Registration for Summer School 
begins on March 5. Most 

classes run from July 13—Aug. 14 for 
elementary and middle school students, 
and from July 6—Aug. 14 for high 
school students. Program fees are due 
at the time of registration and are 

generally non-refundable except under 
very limited circumstances. 

New Eligibility Requirements
Elementary strengthening courses in 

Math and Language Arts are open only 
to students who are currently failing a 
course or who previously failed an SOL. 
Students who are on or above grade 
level should register for Math Camp, 
Global Village or Summer Laureate. 
Enrollment in English 8, Math 8, and 
Physical Science 8 is only open to 
students who fail one or more of these 
courses during the 2014-15 school year. 

For additional information, 
including registration dates and 
course listings, take a look at the 
Summer School Catalog, which is 
available online at www.apsva.us/
summerschool. For more information, 
contact the Summer School Office at 
703-228-7645. n

Summer School Registration Begins March 5

Summer School 2015

Arlington 
Public 
Schools

ARLINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SUMMER SCHOOL OFFICE

2110 Washington Blvd.

Arlington, VA 22204

Telephone: (703) 228-7645

summerschool@apsva.us

Escuela de Verano 2015

Arlington 
Public 
Schools

ESCUELAS PÚBLICAS DE ARLINGTON

OFICINA DE ESCUELA DE VERANO

2110 Washington Blvd.

Arlington, VA 22204

Teléfono: (703) 228-7645

summerschool@apsva.us

At the end of February, the 
Superintendent presented his Proposed 
FY 2016 Budget. Public hearings will 
be held on March 19 and April 23. The 
School Board will present its FY 16 
Budget to the Arlington County Board 
in April, and is scheduled to adopt the 
final FY 16 budget on May 7. 

For more information on the 
FY 16 budget, visit www.apsva.us/
budget. Tweet your questions about 
the FY 16 budget using the hashtag 
#APSFY16Budget.

FY 16 Budget Info

FISCAL YEAR
2O16

Superintendent’s 

PROPOSED BUDGET
Arlington, Virginia  22207   |   www.apsva.us



Get Started on Academic Planning: Counselors are meeting with high school students to review course options for the 
2015-16 school year. Families should talk about course registration and consider enrolling their child in at least one 
Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB) or Dual Enrollment (DE) course next year. 
Visit www.apsva.us/academicplanning for more information. 

Mark Your Calendar

5

March
Summer School 
Registration Begins

Elementary Parent-Teacher 
Conferences
No School
Through March 6

Middle School Parent-
Teacher Conferences
No School

Public Hearing on 
Superintendent’s Proposed 
Budget

Spring Break
No School
Through April 3

To view the complete calendar, 
visit: www.apsva.us/calendar

30

6

19

5

1

April
Spring Break
No School
Through April 3
 
Last day to apply to 
countywide elementary 
schools and any other 
elementary school

Color of Leadership Middle 
School Boys Conference
8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Yorktown High School

Public Hearing on School 
Board Proposed Budget 

21

23

15

Operation Rain Barrel to be Part of New Mason Earth Day Event

APS is once again partnering 
with George Mason University 

on Operation Rain Barrel, a fun and 
creative project that engages students 
and teaches them about environmental 
sustainability. Students at each school 
started designing their rain barrels 
in January and the project will 
culminate at Go Gaga for Green 2015, a 
communitywide event celebrating Earth 
Day, in April at Mason’s Arlington 
Campus.

The Mason Office of Community 
and Local Government Relations at 
the Arlington campus partners with 
APS to purchase plain rain barrels for 
students to paint at each of Arlington’s 
36 schools and programs. Additionally, 
Mason provides the schools with 
educational information about 
rain barrels, as part of this project 
pertaining to water management 
and environmental sustainability, for 
teachers to incorporate into lessons.

All of the artistic rain barrels 
will be showcased at the Go 
Gaga for Green 2015 event on 
Sat., April 25 from 5-8 p.m. 
at Mason’s Founders Hall - 
Arlington Campus. The barrels 
will be judged and the top three 
winning designs selected. At 
the event, guests can also vote 
for a “People’s Choice” winner. 
The winning schools will receive 
monetary donations for their 
school’s PTA courtesy of the 
ongoing corporate sponsor, 
Water Management, Inc.

Additionally, the artistic 
rain barrels will be auctioned 
off at the event through 
a silent auction. Proceeds 
from the auction benefit the 
Arlington County Council of PTAs’ 
scholarship fund, Arlingtonians 
for a Clean Environment’s Energy 
Masters Program, and George Mason 

University’s Early Identification 
Program, a college prep program for 
middle and high school students who 
will be the first in their family to 
attend college. n

NEWSBRIEFS
National Title I Distinguished School
Patrick Henry Elementary School was 
named one of Virginia’s two 2014-15 
National Title I Distinguished Schools. 
Henry was selected from the 40 
high-achieving Title I schools honored 
by the Virginia Board of Education in 
October for exceeding federal annual 
measurable objectives (AMOs) for two 
consecutive school years. 

Color of Leadership Conference
The Office of Minority Achievement 
is hosting the Fourth Annual Color 
of Leadership Middle School Boys’ 
Conference on Saturday, March 21, 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Yorktown 
High School. The conference features 
a variety of workshops to prepare 
students to succeed in school and 
after graduation from high school. 
As part of this program, the Office of 
Minority Achievement is collecting 
new or gently used men’s neckties 
to give to each student at the Color 
of Leadership Conference. Contact 
Sharon Goode in the Office of Minority 
Achievement at 703-228-6152 or 
email sharon.goode@apsva.us for 
more information on how to make a 
donation. Ties will be collected until 
Wed., March 18. 

APS Green Power
Arlington Public Schools was ranked 
second on the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) Top 30 
K-12 Schools list of the largest green 
power users. APS is using nearly 5 
million kilowatt-hours (kWh) of green 
power annually, which is enough 
green power to meet 9 percent of the 
schools’ electricity use. According to 
the U.S. EPA, APS’ green power use 
of nearly 5 million kWh is equivalent 
to avoiding the carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emissions from the electricity use of 
more than 400 average American 
homes annually.
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Celebrate the Arts with APS

March is Arts in the Schools 
Month. Throughout the month, 

APS will hold a number of concerts, 
arts festivals, workshops, recitals, 
poetry readings and plays, and the 
community is welcome at these events. 

Just a few of the month’s events 
include:
• March 4: Elementary Art Exhibit 

Reception, Education Center Gallery, 
6:30 p.m. (exhibit ongoing through 
March)

• March 9: Scholastics Ceremony at 
Washington-Lee and Exhibit Opening 
at the Central Library, 6:30 p.m. 
(exhibit ongoing through March 25)

• March 9 & 16: Arlington Public 
Schools/Signature Theater Signature 
in the Schools Program presents: 
“Veni, Vidi, Vici,” 8 p.m.

• March 17: Jr. Honors 
Band, Orchestra, 
Elementary Chorus 
& Middle School 
Chorus performance 
at Kenmore Middle 
School, 7 p.m.

• March 24: 
Washington-Lee 
Pyramid Jazz Festival, 
7 p.m.
To see a complete list 

of performances, visit 
the Arts Events Calendar at 
www.apsva.us/artseducation. 

APS Senior Citizens Cards are 
available and provide free admission to 
all APS events. Call 703-228-6005 to 

APS Seeks Highly Qualified Teachers 
The 2015 APS Recruitment Fair will 
take place on Sat., March 21 from 
10 a.m.‑2 p.m. at Wakefield High 
School. Bring a résumé and teaching 
license/certificate or proof of license 
eligibility. Interviews will be granted 
only to candidates who are eligible 
for or hold a Virginia teaching 
license. A recruitment specialist will 
review all résumés submitted at 
the fair. No advance registration is 
necessary. For more information, visit 
www.apsva.us/jobs.

Careers@APS

request your free Senior Citizen Card 
today. 

Follow the APS Arts Education 
Office on Twitter @APSArts and use 
the hashtag #APSArtsHappy to share 
photos of student performances. n
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Capital Bikeshare ahora acepta efectivo

El condado de Arlington ahora 
acepta efectivo para el pago de la 

membresía anual de Capital Bikeshare y 
los costos de uso. Este programa piloto 
de un año está diseñado para ampliar 
la utilización de Capital Bikeshare en 
Arlington y facilitar la inscripción para 
aquellos que no tienen una tarjeta de 
crédito o débito o prefieren pagar en 
efectivo.  

Los residentes de Arlington pueden 
suscribirse a una membresía de Capital 
Bikeshare en cualquiera de las cinco 
tiendas Commuter Store de Arlington 
en Rosslyn, Crystal City, Ballston, 
Shirlington o el Mobile Commuter 
Store. Para suscribirse, los residentes 
deben traer:
• Una identificación actualizada con 

foto emitida por el gobierno donde 
figure su dirección en Arlington, tal 
como licencia de conducir, o 

• Pasaporte, tarjeta de residente 
permanente, o tarjeta de autorización 
de empleo junto con una copia de 
una factura de servicio público con 
fecha de los últimos 60 días con el 
nombre y la dirección en Arlington.    

Por tan solo $16 para cubrir el 
precio estándar de una membresía 

anual con cuotas mensuales, los 
residentes pueden abrir una cuenta. 
Esto cubre la membresía mensual de $7 
más los costos de uso para viajes que 
superen los primeros 30 minutos. Otra 
opción es pagar $100 en efectivo para 
el costo de la membresía anual de $75, 
y los $25 restantes se utilizarán para los 
costos de uso. 

El personal de Commuter Store 
inscribirá a los clientes y proveerá 
un llavero de miembro, para que los 
ciclistas puedan comenzar a utilizar 
Capital Bikeshare inmediatamente. 
Arlington debitará de una cuenta la 
membresía mensual y las tarifas de 
uso a medida que esta sea utilizada, y 
notificará al miembro cuando el crédito 
de la cuenta este muy bajo. Para más 
información visite capitalbikeshare.
com/pricing.  n

Un plan para el futuro: Estudio 
de las instalaciones públicas 2015 

El condado de Arlington, en 
asociación con las Escuelas 

Públicas de Arlington (APS), ha 
lanzado su esfuerzo de planificación 
de largo plazo más ambicioso de los 
últimos 40 años.

El Estudio de las Instalaciones del 
Condado de Arlington: un Plan para el 
Futuro, apunta a desarrollar un marco 
para evaluar las instalaciones públicas 
del condado y establecer los criterios 
para ubicar nuevas instalaciones y 
financiar su construcción.

El estudio brindará información a 
la Junta Escolar y del Condado sobre 
las decisiones relacionadas con cómo 
satisfacer mejor las necesidades de 
más escuelas, estaciones de bomberos, 
sitios de almacenamiento de vehículos 
y otras instalaciones para los próximos 
20 años, en la medida que Arlington 
continua creciendo. 

La Presidenta de la Junta Mary 
Hynes presentó la iniciativa el 1 de 
enero, cuando sus colegas la eligieron 
como Presidenta de la Junta para el 
2015.

“2015 será un año de cambio, 
mientras nuestra población aumenta; 
un año de desafíos, mientras 
continuamos revitalizando nuestra 
economía; y un año de límites, 
mientras nos enfrentamos a las 
realidades de nuestro especio físico”, 

declaró Hynes.
“El desafío que enfrentamos 

en la actualidad, en 2015 como 
comunidad, es este: ¿cómo dejamos 
de lado nuestros desacuerdos sobre 
asuntos claves, y trabajamos juntos 
para asegurar que nuestro condado 
tenga los recursos para satisfacer las 
necesidades de los residentes mientras 
continúa siendo una comunidad 
ejemplar que cada uno de nosotros 
eligió como hogar?” 

El 23 de enero, la Junta del Condado 
asumió la responsabilidad del Comité 
de Estudio de Instalaciones y, con la 
Junta de APS, designó 24 miembros. 
El ex Presidente de la Junta del 
Condado John Milliken fue nombrado 
presidente y el ex Jefe de Planificación 
Ginger Briggs Brown fue nombrado 
vicepresidente.

“Esta es una oportunidad para 
detenerse a pensar y preguntarse cuáles 
son las necesidades a largo plazo para 
las instalaciones públicas, y cuáles son 
nuestros recursos para satisfacer esas 
necesidades”, dijo Milliken.

Al menos una vez por mes, el 
comité de estudio se reunirá con un 
foro de residentes mayor. Obtenga más 
información en www.arlingtonva.us; 
busque “estudio de instalaciones”.  n

Un programa de 
cuidado de niños 

bueno tiene un gran efecto 
en su hijo. A pesar de que 
ningún programa de cuidado 
de niños puede reemplazar 
el amor y la atención de un 
padre, un programa bien 
elegido puede complementar 
sus esfuerzos y mejorar el 
desarrollo de su hijo.

Nuestro condado tiene 
más de 270 programas de cuidado 
de niños. La variedad de tipos de 
programas asegura que uno se ajustará 
a sus necesidades. Estas son algunas de 
sus opciones: 

Centros de cuidado de niños: 
Brindan cuidado en un escenario no 
residencial para niños de 14 años o 
menos. Tienen cooperativas de padres, 
días de descanso para los padres, 
centros preescolares de medio tiempo 
y tiempo completo, cuidado de niños 
patrocinados por empresas y programas 
Montessori. Todos los programas tienen 
licencia y son inspeccionados por el 
condado dos veces al año.

Hogares de cuidado de niños 
de familia con licencias: Brindan 
cuidado a entre 4 y 9 niños en una 
residencia u hogar privado. Todos 
son inspeccionados dos veces al año. 
Algunos proveedores se especializan 
en el cuidado de niños con necesidades 
especiales u ofrecen programas de 

Los aspectos básicos del 
cuidado de niños de Arlington 

especialidad como 
inmersión en español.

Hogares de cuidado 
de niños de familia 
registrados: Brindan 
cuidado a tres o menos 
niños en una residencia 
privada. Aunque no 
tengan licencias, deben 
seguir los mismos 
requisitos que los 
hogares de cuidado de 

niños de familia con licencias y son 
inspeccionados dos veces al año.

Escuelas técnicas y privadas: 
Proveen programas en una escuela 
privada o un entorno especializado 
para niños, como danza, artes 
marciales o música. Estos programas 
reciben licencias anualmente.  n

¿Espera un bebé?

El condado ofrece clases gratuitas 
de cuidado de bebés y de parto 

para padres. Las próximas clases:
• 9 de marzo: Posparto y planificación 

familiar

• 13 de abril: Embarazo, trabajo de 
parto y parto

• 11 de marzo: Cuidado del recién 
nacido

Las clases son de 9 a 11 a. m. en el 
Departamento de Servicios Humanos 
del Condado de Arlington, Sala 272, 
2100 Washington Blvd., Arlington, VA 
22204. No es necesaria la inscripción. 
Para obtener más información, 
comuníquese con la enfermera 
Brunilda Hernandez al 703-228-1243 o 
bherna@arlingtonva.us.  n

¿Busca un programa de cuidado de 
niños? ¿Desea conocer más acerca de 
los Servicios de Cuidado de Niños de 
Arlington? Visite family.arlingtonva.us/
child-care donde encontrará directorios 
en línea (que muestran las ubicaciones 
de los centros de cuidado de niños en un 
mapa) y muchos otros recursos.

Mapas de cuidado de niños

Los residentes de Arlington 
pueden recibirá ayuda gratuita 

en la preparación de sus impuestos en 
diferentes lugares de la comunidad, 
incluidas las bibliotecas Central y 
Columbia Pike, y el Departamento 
de Servicios Humanos. El programa 
está patrocinado por el condado de 
Arlington, AARP y Community Tax Aid.  
Aplican algunos límites de ingresos. 
Para obtener más información, incluida 
la documentación que debe presentar, 
visite publicassistance.arlingtonva.us/
tax.  n

Preparación gratuita de impuestos


