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TRASH & RECYCLING NEWS

Why You Should Empty, Wash Your 
Recyclables Before Tossing

Recyclables that are collected in your blue recycling cart are sorted by 
material type, compressed into bales and then sold as raw material to end-
users and manufacturers for use in new products and packaging. One of the 
key drivers of recyclables pricing is quality and cleanliness. Food and liquids 
are contaminants and should not go in the blue recycling cart. Recyclables that 
have too much contamination lose value — they can be rejected by end-users 
and even end up being disposed as trash.

How can you help?
•  Make sure food and beverage containers are empty before placing containers 

in the cart

•  Do a quick rinse for recyclables that contain a thick residue such as peanut 
butter or spaghetti sauce.

•  Keep food-contaminated paper — such as napkins and paper towels — out 
of the blue carts. The same goes for pizza boxes that are soaked in grease. Dry 
and relatively grease-free pizza boxes are acceptable.

Commercial Businesses Must Recycle, Too

Go Ahead, Compost those Food Scraps
According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), about 95 percent 

of the food we dispose ends up in landfills or combustion facilities. Food that 
ends up in landfills gets buried under mounds of garbage, creating methane 
gas that is harmful to the environment. Incinerated food waste loses its 
beneficial nutrients, yet composted food waste turns into a nutrient-rich soil 
amendment.

The ideal way to compost is in your backyard. You will need about 3 square 
feet in a shady, dry spot to compost leaves, yard trimmings and food scraps. 
If you don’t have a backyard or don’t have space, you can compost indoors 
(Vermicomposting/Bokashi) using a special collection bin. Not quite ready 
to take on composting, but want to recycle your food scraps? Bring them to 
the Solid Waste Bureau. Food scraps drop-off occurs during normal business 
hours of 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

When Arlingtonians hear the word 
“recycling,” many may automatically 
think of the blue recycling and green 
organics carts that are part of our 
curbside residential program. Actually, 
the County’s weekly curbside recycling 
program only serves about 40 percent 
of Arlington’s residents. The remaining 
60 percent of Arlingtonians reside in 
apartment and condominiums that are 
among our more than 550 multi-family 
communities. 

Did you know that the multi-family 
and commercial sector together 
generate about two-thirds of Arlington’s 
solid waste? Multi-family communities 
and commercial businesses do not 
receive collection services from the 
County, contracting with private hauling 
companies instead. However, Arlington 
still requires these types of properties 
to have recycling systems in place — a 
requirement that goes back to the 1990s

The County’s requirement deems 
that the commercial sector must 
provide recycling collection services, 
ensure a sufficient number of labeled 

recycling bins are placed among interior 
and exterior locations, and educate 
their tenants or residents about the 
program at the time they move in and 
again at least once a year thereafter. The 
responsible parties of businesses and 
multi-family properties are also required 
to submit a recycling plan and pay an 
annual recycling program fee.

The Solid Waste Bureau (SWB) 
employs recycling outreach specialists 
who perform site visits and inspections 
to ensure businesses and multi-family 
properties are in compliance with 
County code. Businesses who are not 
in compliance can be issued fines of 
up to $300 per day after their initial 
inspection. 

Staff in the SWB are available to 
help businesses and properties achieve 
compliance and recycle more by 
offering technical assistance and tools 
such as customizable recycling bin 
labels, posters, outreach materials, and 
more. For more information, businesses 
and property managers are encouraged 
to visit recycling.arlingtonva.us/business

Want to learn more about the waste management programs in the County? Check out the Solid Waste Bureau 
Report Card online at recycling.arlingtonva.us.
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Learn more about County projects happening around 
Arlington by using the “My Arlington — Projects” map. The 
new tool, a collaborative effort across multiple departments, 
provides a map view of County government projects: daily 
work, transportation, parks, water and utilities, facilities 
projects, and private development.

How the tool works
•  Projects can be filtered by type and status.

•  You can look up projects based on your address or civic 
association.

•  Using addresses in and around 
Arlington produces best 
results (some smaller-scale 
projects may not be included).

•  Most projects are removed 
from the map once they’ve 
been complete for one year.

•  The map is updated several 
times a day.

•  It links people with more 
detailed project information 
already online.

The tool aligns with County 
Manager Mark Schwartz’s 
strategic focus on Open 
Government, transparency, 
and ensuring easy access to 
information. (See more about 
the County’s Open Government initiatives on page 4.) 

The tool also was developed based on interest in projects 
and construction voiced by community members.

The My Arlington — Projects tool combines data from 
a variety of sources — the Planning and Projects area on 
the County website, including development and site plan 
data; Open Data portal; staff in departments who input daily 
work— but goes a step further to display everything on a map. 
The same information is available on the My Arlington mobile 
app too. 

Visit my.arlingtonva.us/projects to see all the projects and 
share your feedback.

County Manager Proposes Spending Cuts,  
Fee and Tax Increases for FY 2019

The Arlington County Board is 
currently considering a number of 
spending reductions and fee and tax 
increases to close a $20.5-million 
budget gap for the County’s 2019 fiscal 
year, which begins July 1. The Board is 
gathering feedback before it votes on a 
final budget on April 21.

Late last month, County Manager 
Mark Schwartz presented a $1.27-billion 
budget proposal that includes a 
combination of spending reductions, 
fee and tax increases, and funding 
realignments to close the gap without 
raising the real estate tax rate, consistent 
with the County Board’s guidance to 
Schwartz last fall.

At its Feb. 24 meeting, the Board 
reviewed Schwartz’s proposal and opted 
to advertise no increase in the current 
real estate tax rate of $1.006 per $100 in 
assessed value.

The proposal includes 50 different 
spending reductions totaling $8.4 
million. The reductions include changes 
to the County’s employment services 

offerings, the Arlington Initiative to 
Rethink Energy (AIRE) program, and the 
Office of Community Health within the 
Department of Parks and Recreation, 
among others. The cuts were identified 
through a cross-cutting examination of 
the County’s 140-plus lines of business.

Proposed fee and tax increase in the 
proposal include extending parking 
meter hours and raising parking meter 
fees, as well as increasing residential 
and commercial utility taxes and various 
permit and development-related fees. 
The changes would raise about $6.6 
million in new revenue.

Despite potential cuts, the proposal 
strengthens investment in key County 
priorities, including:

•  Providing competitive compensation 
for County employees, especially 
public safety;

•  Meeting Metro’s request for a 3-percent 
increase in operational funding;

•  Providing additional ongoing funding 
to Arlington Public Schools; and

•  Sustaining funding to the Affordable 
Housing Investment Fund (AHIF) and 
housing grants program.

This year’s budget gap is mainly the 
result of lower-than-expected property 
tax revenues caused by high office 
vacancy rates and declining commercial 
office property values. Schwartz warned 
that such regional economic headwinds, 
along with pressures regarding public-
safety pay and staffing needs, will be 
with the County for the foreseeable 
future and cause continued budget 
pressures.

•  Watch a County Board work session
•  Attend a Public Hearing on Apr. 3 or 5
•  Get updates via “Arlington Insider”
•  Submit feedback online by Apr. 9
GO TO  budget.arlingtonva.us

Learn More & Share  
Your Feedback

http://my.arlingtonva.us/projects
https://budget.arlingtonva.us
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The Citizen newsletter is printed four times a  
year by Arlington County. Available online at  
arlingtonva.us/citizen-newsletter.

Jennifer K. Smith (Editor)

703-228-3120 (voice)
703-228-4611 (TTY)  
publicaffairs@arlingtonva.us. 

Printed on 100 percent recycled paper,  
30-40 percent post-consumer content.

Service for Visually Imparied Readers — Metropolitan 
Washington Ear offers free reading of The Citizen for 
people with physical disabilities who cannot effectively 
read print. More information: 301-681-6636,  
www.washear.org or email information@washear.org.

Your County Board

County Board Office 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300 
Arlington, VA 22201 
703-228-3130, 703-228-4611 (TTY)
703-228-7430 (fax)
countyboard@arlingtonva.us

Upcoming County Board Meetings

March 17 – Regular Meeting
March 20 – Recessed Meeting
April 3 – Public Budget Hearing
April 5 – Public Tax Rate(s) Hearing
April 21 – Regular Meeting
April 24 – Recessed Meeting

View the full schedule and watch live HD 
streaming of meetings at countyboard.
arlingtonva.us/meetings.

Katie Cristol, Chair, and Christian Dorsey, Vice Chair

Libby Garvey, Erik Gutshall, John Vihstadt 

ATV in HD: Starting March 6, you can watch Arlington TV the County’s government cable channel in high-definition (HD) on Comcast. The County’s standard 
channel will remain designated as Channel 25, but viewers will be able to watch the same programming on Channel 1085 on Comcast’s HDF tier. The County’s 
second Comcast channel, Ch. 74, will be “retired” to make room for the new HD channel. Channel numbers on Verizon FIOS remain the same. 

2018 Brings Changes 
to the Arlington  
County Board

New Six-Step Guide to Bolster Public 
Engagement for Capital Projects

The Arlington County Board kicked 
off 2018 by welcoming Erik Gutshall, 
elected in November 2017, to the 
Board and voting unanimously to name 
Katie Cristol its chair and Christian 
Dorsey its vice chair. 

Cristol, elected to the Board in 2015, 
said she will focus this year on creating 
and protecting housing options for 
middle class residents, particularly 
seniors and young families, and on 
improving the availability, quality and 
access to childcare.

“The middle class of government 
workers and civil rights activists and 
immigrants that built Arlington, and 
that Arlington built, is endangered 
as home prices continue to climb,” 
Cristol said. “My goal in 2018 is to more 
substantively and specifically engage in 
a conversation about offering a range 
of multi-unit or clustered housing types 
compatible in scale with single-family 
homes in our neighborhoods, and to 
produce a few examples of what that 
might mean in Arlington,” she said.

On January 25, Cristol hosted the 
County’s public launch of its proposed 
multi-agency action plan to increase 
accessibility, affordability and quality 
of childcare in Arlington. “The Board 
anticipates taking action this year,” she 
said, “on elements of the action plan, 
including land use and regulatory tools 
aimed at increasing the availability of 
affordable spaces for, and decreasing 
barriers to entry of childcare centers.”

You can find more information 
about the childcare initiative and 
Arlington’s efforts to create and 
preserve affordable housing, and read 
the January 2 remarks of each Board 
Member, at countyboard.arlingtonva.us.

The County Manager’s office has 
been working with both internal and 
external stakeholders to develop a 
formal guide to strengthen public 
engagement and communication 
processes across Arlington County 
government. The County’s new Six-
Step Public Engagement Guide aims to 
streamline the process for hundreds of 
capital projects — both large and small 
in scale.

Recognizing there’s no one-size-fits-
all approach, the guide intends to align 
the level of public engagement needed 
based on the characteristics, benefits 
and potential impacts of each project. 
The six-step process highlights how 
engagements should be planned, 
implemented and assessed.  

Finalizing and implementing this 
guide affirms the County Manager’s 
commitment to improving our 
engagement and communications 
processes. “We hope the guide will 
lead to more consistent and effective 
interactions surrounding county 

projects,” says Roger Munter, Director 
of Public Engagement. The County 
Manager’s Public Engagement team has 
been conducting training for staff across 
the County and will be working with 
teams to adopt the guide for new capital 
projects later this spring and summer.  

The Six-Step Public Engagement 
Guide is only one of several new 
engagement initiatives. In March 2018, 
County Manager Mark Schwartz and 
Civic Federation President Duke Banks 
held a series of conversations with Civic 
and Condo Association presidents to 
explore better communication and 
coordination with their communities. 
There are also plans to hold a 
broader workshop later this year 
with community leaders to explore 
additional opportunities to strengthen 
neighborhood and community 
connections. 

Stay connected on these and other 
important engagement opportunities at 
arlingtonva.us; search “engage.”

The Arlington County Board’s “Open Door Mondays” initiative continues 
this year. These weekly office hours are an opportunity for residents to chat 
informally with an Arlington County Board Member on any topic. 

“My colleagues and I always learn something at Open Door Mondays,” said 
Katie Cristol, Arlington County Board Chair. Cristol added that Board Members 
take turns hosting the meetings — it is a chance for them “to have real 
conversations with individuals or small groups of constituents.” 

Despite the informal nature of the meetings, Cristol shares, the host for 
that week reports back to the full Board — or even the County Manager, if 
necessary — on issues or concerns that are raised and on any follow-up actions 
that need to be taken.

No reservation is needed — simply drop in to visit between 7 p.m.-9 p.m.  
every Monday, January-July and September-November, with some exceptions. 
Visit countyboard.arlingtonva.us for a list of specific dates and locations, or call 
703-228-3130.

Open Door Mondays — Your Chance 
to Connect with the Board 

https://arlingtonva.us/citizen-newsletter
http://www.washear.org
mailto:information%40washear.org?subject=
mailto:countyboard%40arlingtonva.us?subject=
https://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/meetings
https://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/meetings
https://countyboard.arlingtonva.us
https://arlingtonva.us
https://countyboard.arlingtonva.us
https://topics.arlingtonva.us/mobile-tools-apps/
https://topics.arlingtonva.us/reportproblem/online-service-request-tool/
https://services.arlingtonva.us
https://www.arlingtonva.us/alerts/
https://topics.arlingtonva.us/engage/
https://topics.arlingtonva.us/welcome-kit/
https://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/open-door-mondays/
https://www.arlingtonva.us/subscribe/


Reflect on Arlington’s decades-long 
affordable housing 
legacy by reading our 
second annual report 
for the Affordable 
Housing Master Plan. 
The report, “Preserving 
the Past and Building 
for the Future,” outlines 
the three broad goals 
of the AHMP — 
supply, access and 
sustainability — 
and how they work 
together to ensure 
that both housing 
affordability and 
stability are a part of 
the County’s vision to 
be a diverse and inclusive community. 

In the second implementation year, 
we saw:

•  The addition of 276 Committed 
Affordable Units (CAFs) 

•  The preservation of 280 CAFs

•  More than $6 million in multifamily loan 
repayments

•  More than $4 million in developer 
contributions to the Affordable Housing 
Investment Fund via site plans 

Arlington has a strong affordable 
housing legacy, beginning in the 1940s 
as the first modern wave of federal 
employees searched for homes close 

to their jobs at the Pentagon and 
in downtown 
Washington, D.C. 
Federally assisted 
multifamily housing 
— Arlington, 
Colonial and 
Buckingham  
Villages — 
complemented the 
building boom of 
new single-family 
colonials, ramblers 
and ranches. Over 
the next 75 years, 
Arlington planned 
for and built transit 
and commercial 
centers, bringing 

more multifamily housing and tens of 
thousands of additional jobs.  

This history has made Arlington 
what it is today — a thriving inner core 
community that is home to people from 
all walks of life, incomes, nationalities 
and perspectives. Arlington’s affordable 
housing programs aren’t only about 
bricks and mortar — just as a safe, stable 
and diverse community isn’t solely about 
housing. Arlington and its partners also 
invest in people and families to create 
a stable and vibrant community. 
Learn more about the AHMP and read 
our annual report online at housing.
arlingtonva.us.

Annual Report Highlights Arlington’s 
Legacy in Affordable Housing

Automatic Bank Debit (ABD): Sign up to pay your real estate and vehicle property taxes and utilities automatically through your bank 
account. Simply log into your Customer Payment and Payment Portal (CAPP) profile and click on “Manage Automatic Payments.” Visit 
https://capp.arlingtonva.us or email treasureroperations@arlingtonva.us for help.
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Online Payment for Building Permits

Do you know how Arlington sets its priorities? A number of 
significant influences come into play — from policy documents 
to elected officials to legislative requirements. One of the most 
important decision-making and priority-setting tools the County 
uses is the Comprehensive Plan. It guides the coordinated 
development and establishes the high standards for public 
services and facilities in the County. Achieving Arlington’s vision is 
at the core of this plan. 

Originally just five elements, Arlington’s Comprehensive Plan 
was first established in 1960. The document has been amended 
over time and now includes 11 elements that touch on a wide-
ranging set of community needs such as: land use, transportation 
modes and networks, parking, historic preservation, affordable 
housing, sanitary sewer system, recycling, public spaces, natural 
resources, urban forestry, public art, community energy, water 
distribution, Chesapeake Bay preservation, and stormwater 
management.

Learn more about the Comprehensive Plan and its elements 
through new resources now available at arlingtonva.us; search 
“comprehensive plan.”

Arlington County has a new online 
payment system for building permits. With 
the new ePlan Review Online Payment 
feature, customers can pay online for 
selected commercial and residential 
building permits, Land Disturbing Activity 
(LDA) permits and Civil Engineering Plans 
(CEP). Customers will no longer need to 
visit County offices in person to make a 
payment or pick up approved permits and 
plans. 

This new permitting process will be 
simpler and easier for residents and 
customers. The ePlan Review system now 
will allow customers to complete their 
entire transaction online — apply for 
a permit, pay fees with a credit card or 
e-check and print the approved permits 
and plans. These transactions can be 
completed anywhere, 24/7.

For several months, County staff 
worked with more than 100 volunteers — 
residents, property owners, business 
owners, developers, contractors and 
design professionals — to test the online 
payment feature. Staff used the feedback 
from the user experience testing sessions 
to improve the overall online experience 
for all users, with the end goal of making it 
easier for customers to navigate the online 
permitting application process.

The ePlan Review Online Payment 
feature is part of One-Stop Arlington, 
an enterprisewide initiative to make 
it easier for customers to do business 
with the County. To learn more, visit the 
one-stop permitting website at building.
arlingtonva.us.

Added 276 units (including 
105 through Form Based Code) 
and preserved 280 units, for a 
total of 556 CAFs

Provided rental assistance to 
1,516 households through 
federal Housing Choice Voucher 
program and an average of 1,229 
households per month through local 
Housing Grants program

Received $4.2 M+ in 
developer contributions 
to AHIF from site plans

183 of the 276 new CAFS 
added to the portfolio are 
family-sized units, consisting 
of 2 or more bedrooms

Community Weighs In on Child Care Action Plan 
We asked, you answered. Community 

members submitted 499 comments on 
the County’s draft child care action plan. 
Feedback channels included in-person 
events with the public and providers, email, 
and online comments. Common themes 
included:
•  Ensuring affordable opportunities for 

child care

•  Increasing the number of child care 
providers and workers

•  Reviewing zoning laws, permitting 
processes and other potential barriers 

for child care start-ups and expansions

•  Ensuring robust health and safety 
guidelines

•  Enhancing training and certification 
options for providers

•  Increasing the number of providers 
who accept the child care subsidy

•  Aligning with state regulations

Once finalized, the action plan will be 
submitted to the County Manager and 
County Board, with implementation 
expected to begin in late spring 2018.

Understanding Arlington’s 
Comprehensive Plan

https://housing.arlingtonva.us
https://housing.arlingtonva.us
https://capp.arlingtonva.us
mailto:treasureroperations%40arlingtonva.us?subject=
https://arlingtonva.us
https://building.arlingtonva.us
https://building.arlingtonva.us


Taxpayer Assistance Program (TAP): The program helps Arlington residents meet their tax obligations by offering short-term loans arranged 
through a community bank. There’s no credit check, but there’s an up-front origination fee of 10 percent. Interest is not charged on the loan, which 
the taxpayer pays back in six to 10 monthly installments. Email treasureroperations@arlingtonva.us or call 703-228-3702 for more information.
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Events Around Arlington

April 21

Arlington Palooza
Join us in Alcova Heights Park from 1 - 4 p.m. 
for the second annual Arlington Palooza, a 
free outdoor event with live music, art, giant 
games, moon bounces, food vendors and 
much more. Bring blankets and a picnic lunch 
or purchase food from the on-site food trucks.

April 14

Arlington Home Show 
and Expo
Whether you’re a resident looking to improve 
your home, an experienced contractor or a 
landlord managing rentals, this event offers a 
convenient one-stop shop to “Ask an Expert” 
and learn of new ways to update your home. 
The expo features topics such as remodeling, 
finishing, replacing, home automation, 
home accessibility, “going green” and a new 
theme for this year: “Condos and Accessory 
Dwellings Information.” The event will be 
held at Kenmore Middle School, 200 S. Carlin 
Springs Rd., from 1 - 4 p.m.

April 20-22

The Midst of the Inferno
Visit the David M. Brown Planetarium to view 
full-dome projections by artist Jonathan 
Monaghan. The Washington City Paper singled 
out these dome projections as “…one of the 
best and most innovative projects in the region.” 
Learn and see specific times at s. 

April 28

Ellen M. Bozman  
Dedication Ceremony
Attend the 
dedication 
ceremony of the 
Ellen M. Bozman 
Government 
Building. The 
Arlington County 
Board voted in 
late 2017 to name 
the County Office 
Building at 2100 Clarendon Boulevard for Ellen 
M. Bozman, the six-time County Board Chair who 
served on the Board through some of Arlington’s 
most transformative years, and who died in 2009. 
Ceremony to be held at 10 a.m. 

State inspection stickers: Effective January 1, 2018, all renewed Virginia state inspection 
stickers should be affixed to the bottom, left-hand corner of the windshield (as viewed from 
inside the vehicle). All current Virginia vehicle inspection stickers may remain in their current 
position — the bottom center of the windshield — until their renewal. Once a vehicle has 
been inspected and issued a 2019 sticker, the new inspection sticker must be placed in the new 
location, which is consistent with other states across the nation. 

Arlington decal: Through December 2018, it is acceptable for an Arlington County decal either 
to remain located in the center of the windshield or adjacent to the Virginia state inspection 
sticker. In 2019, however, the decal must be adjacent to the inspection sticker in the lower left.

Where to Place Your Stickers

Arlington Mill Residences to Gain Internet 
Access with New Pilot Project The County continues to work toward 

its goal of greater transparency and 
easier access to government information 
through the Open Government program. 
County staff are busy adding information 
to the Open Data Portal thanks to the 
input of residents and businesses. It now 
offers 186 different datasets, with more 
being added each month like the popular 
Park Facility Reservations made available 
in January. Arlington’s commitment to 
open government can be seen in the 
involvement and progress made over the 
past several months: 

•  The County Manager issued a directive 
for all County departments and agencies 
to identify and share data in 2018 that 
would be beneficial for the public.

•  County Board members held a 
productive work session focused on 
Open Government and transparency, 
highlighting the goals and challenges 
for Arlington.

•  The Open Data Advisory Group — made 
up of residents, staff and members of 
the business community — has been 
tasked with identifying and prioritizing 
datasets for the County. The members  
are meeting regularly and expect to share 
their recommendations this spring.

•  County staff are working toward the 
completion of a comprehensive data 
inventory by early summer that will 
include a new list of datasets to be shared 
on the County’s Open Data Portal.

•  The online My Arlington - Projects map 
launched in December 2017. The new 
tool shows County government projects 
in Arlington: daily work, transportation, 
parks, water and utilities, facilities 
projects, and private development.  
(More details on page 1.)

•  The County will also launch an open 
financial portal later this year.

Library patrons are in for a treat 
this spring when the Arlington Public 
Library showcases three award-winning 
authors as part of its “Arlington Reads” 
program: Katherine Boo (April 18), 
Richard Rothstein (May 3) and Matthew 
Desmond (May 17).

The 2018 Arlington Reads series features 
an investigative journalist, a Princeton 
sociologist-turned-urban-ethnographer, 
and a leading authority on housing 

policy — each telling stories of people’s 
hopes, dreams and losses when facing 
eviction, segregation and inhumane living 
conditions.

The authors’ stories detail experiences 
such as emerging from the shadows 
of luxury hotels in Mumbai, India to 
life in the poorest neighborhoods of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Boo, Rothstein 
and Desmond reinforce themes of the 
centrality of home, hope against all 
odds, failed government housing and 
economic policies as well as our attempt 
to understand our own humanity. 

The Arlington Reads program is made 
possible in part through the generous 
support of the Friends of the Arlington 
Public Library. To learn more about 
Arlington Reads, visit library.arlingtonva.
us/arlington-reads. 

Arlington Skyline, Potomac River Featured 
on 2018-19 County Decal

Arlington County Treasurer Carla de la Pava has 
announced Bishop O’Connell 11th-grader Schuyler 
Workmaster as the winner of the 14th Annual Vehicle 
Decal Design Competition. Schuyler’s design is a soft pastel 
drawing entitled, “The Arlington Skyline and Potomac River.” 
This year, more than 3,600 Arlington residents voted on four 
final selections from the artwork of 191 local high school 
students. Schuyler’s design will appear on more than 
160,000 vehicles in Arlington County later this year.

Low and moderate-income families 
of Arlington Mill Residences will gain 
internet access thanks to the County’s new 
“Digital Inclusion Initiative” pilot project 
in partnership with local organization 
Arlington Partnership for Affordable 
Housing (APAH). County Board members 
approved a three-year grant to fund 
the project that will use the County’s 
ConnectArlington fiber optic network to 
bridge what is known as “the digital divide” 
and bring connectivity to those who could 
not normally afford internet service. 

Arlington Mill Residences, owned by 
APAH, is home to nearly 160 children. 
Studies show that low-income school 
children are often less likely to own 
computers and use the internet than their 

higher income 
peers, creating 
a “homework 
gap.” In addition 
to helping 
Arlington 
students, the 
Digital Inclusion pilot will enable these 
families to complete other important 
online activities such as job searches and 
applications, online learning, and access to 
banking and healthcare resources. 

Columbia Pike Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF) revenues will fund the $94,500 grant 
to APAH to offset the cost of equipment 
and services. The County plans to explore 
opportunities to expand the initiative 
following APAH’s assessment of the pilot.

Photo: Heleen Welvaart

Arlington Committed to Open Government

2018 Arlington Reads: Habitats for Inhumanity

mailto:treasureroperations%40arlingtonva.us?subject=
https://library.arlingtonva.us/arlington-reads
https://library.arlingtonva.us/arlington-reads


A SmarTrip Card for Students: The Student iRide SmarTrip card allows Arlington elementary, middle and high school students to ride the ART bus for the 
half-price fare of $1.00. The card also works on Metrobus and Metrorail for the regular fare. Cards cost $2.00 each and can be purchased at any Commuter 
Store. Learn more at commuterpage.com/iride.
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Arlington has become the first 
community in the nation to be named a 
“LEED Platinum Community” by the U.S. 
Green Building Council. The certification 
recognizes the County’s leadership in 
creating a sustainable and resilient urban 
community that has a long-proven success 
in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
managing stormwater, and ensuring 
economic prosperity while focusing on 
education, transit, solid waste, affordable 
housing, health and safety for residents 
and businesses.

Managing growth is not a destination 
but a journey — one that Arlington 
committed to 50 years ago when plans for 
Metrorail and the General Land Use Plan 
were in their infancies. In the next 50 years, 
two of every three people on the planet 
will live in cities, or counties that resemble 
cities. As population centers and economic 
hubs, urban areas must be the solution to 
creating a sustainable future. 

Despite adding 22,000 new residents 
and 20 million square feet of office and 

residential space in Arlington since 2007, 
total energy and water use has actually 
decreased. The LEED for Communities 
Platinum certification confirms that 
Arlington residents, businesses and 
its government are committed to the 
community’s long-term economic, 
environmental and social sustainability. 

Learn more at: arlingtonenergy.us 

A Streamlined Approach: Stormwater 
Management for Moderate Single-Family 
Home Projects

Arlington Roadways Slated for Springtime Repairs
Paving season is right around the corner. Beginning 

in early April and ending in late October, streets showing 
deterioration and winter weather-related issues will receive 
repairs. 

Crews will replace the top 1.5-to-2 inches of asphalt 
by milling and paving the damaged road surface. If your 
street is selected for paving, then: 

• You should receive an important notice in the mail

• A door hanger will be delivered to your residence close to the start of the work

Keep an eye out for “No Parking” signs in your neighborhood as well. If your vehicle 
is towed, call the Arlington County Police Department at 703-558-2222. 

Learn more at transportation.arlingtonva.us/streets/street-maintenance. 

In 2014, Virginia 
adopted new stormwater 
management standards, 
requiring the County to 
update its stormwater 
management ordinance. 
Amid growth in construction, 
the County Board chose 
to continue regulating the 
impacts of stormwater runoff 
from larger scale single-
family home projects. (Most 
home additions in Arlington 
are small enough that they 
do not require stormwater 
management.) 

Since that time, the 
County has looked for ways 
to improve the process 
and lower costs for single family home 
renovation projects that are large enough 
to require stormwater management but 
are more moderate in scale. A new pilot 
program will reduce costs and speed 
review times by allowing the use of a 
standard dry well design, alleviating the 
need to hire a professional engineer. 
Applicants with permits currently under 
review have the option to submit a plan 
revision (with no additional fees) if their 
project meets the requirements.

There are three criteria for 
the program related to the 
amount of new impervious 
cover on the lot and the 
extent of changes proposed. 
If you are planning a home 
renovation project and would 
like to see if it qualifies for this 
streamlined program — or if 
you would like to learn more 
about the program criteria — 
visit building.arlingtonva.us; 
search “stormwater.” You may 
also call 703-228-0129. 

Single family home 
redevelopment is consistently 
the largest source of new 
stormwater runoff and 
pollution from all building 

activity in Arlington. If the County did 
not require stormwater management 
for single family homes, Arlington would 
have to make up for the additional 
pollution from these private projects by 
installing stormwater projects on public 
lands at public expense. Arlington’s 
stormwater management requirements 
also help to protect neighbors from 
impacts of increased runoff from the new 
or expanded homes.

Help us keep our roads smooth 
by reporting any potholes: topics.
arlingtonva.us/reportproblem

Arlington Tree Canopy on the Rebound 

Property owners can choose 
among several types of 
stormwater management 
for their project, including 
stormwater planters (top) or 
pervious pavers (bottom).

Arlington Receives LEED Platinum for 
Communities Certification
More People = Less Energy + Less Water

Transportation NewsBRIEFS
2018-2019 Residential Permit 
Parking Application Forms  
Now Available
Eligible residents may order 2018-2019 residential 
parking permits and passes by visiting the Residential 
Parking Permit application site rppp.arlingtonva.us. To 
determine if your address is eligible for the program, 
visit rppp.arlingtonva.us/verify.aspx. Application forms 
may also be requested by emailing park@arlingtonva.
us or by calling 703-228-3344.
Columbia Pike Improvements — 
Four Mile Run to County Line
After relocating its in-street gas main on the western 
portion of Columbia Pike, Washington Gas has begun 
changing over service to affected properties. The gas 
main had to be relocated before the County could 
begin construction along this section of the roadway.
Utility undergrounding and street improvements 
between the Four Mile Run Bridge and South 
Jefferson Street  began in late February and last 
approximately three years.
Work will begin with the undergrounding phase, 
moving in a west-to-east direction from South 
Jefferson Street to Four Mile Run Bridge. For updates, 
visit projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/columbia-pike-
multimodal-street-improvements.
Elevated Clark Street Demolition 
Project Begins in Crystal City
This 18-month project kicked off in January with 
initial site preparation, followed in February with 
the permanent closure of the elevated Clark Street 
structure between 12th and 20th Streets South. The 
demolition efforts will generally work from north to 
south starting with the removal of the 15th Street 
overpass, set to begin in March.
Throughout the project, some detours will be in place 
to accommodate removal of the bridge structure. 
East-west pedestrian access beneath the elevated 

portion of Clark Street will remain. For updates, visit 
projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/south-clark-bell-
street-demolition.
A Brighter Arlington:  
Updating Streetlight  
Technology and Standards
As part of the Streetlight Management Plan (SMP), 
you’re invited to share feedback on the latest LED 
streetlight technology at an upcoming demonstration 
in March. The SMP focuses on researching new 
streetlight technology, investigating ways to enhance 
the appearance of our streetscapes, updating lighting 
standards and improving outage reporting. The SMP 
will also guide County staff on the selection of future 
streetlight technology, optimization of maintenance 
and general service delivery needs. For more details 
on the event and the overall project, visit projects.
arlingtonva.us/projects/streetlights-management-plan.
Updating the Master 
Transportation Plan’s  
Bicycle Element
The County is working on an update of the Arlington 
Master Transportation Plan’s Bicycle Element.  The 
revised plan will guide how Arlington’s streets and 
trails will be made safer and more accommodating for 
all ages and abilities. 
County staff have been working with a citizen 
advisory group to draft a framework of goals and 
policies for bicycles. The draft framework incorporates 
public input collected at community events, through 
meetings, and online engagement tools. 
Upcoming planning activities will focus on developing 
a network of bicycle facilities that will implement the 
finalized goals and policies. For more information 
about how to engage in the planning effort, visit 
commissions.arlingtonva.us/projects/master-
transportation-plan-bicycle-element-working-group.

As much as Arlington values its trees, 
a growing population and property 
development have made preservation 
challenging. The County has performed 
several studies on Arlington’s urban tree 
canopy (the percentage of a city that 
trees provide shade for) in recent years, 
using satellite imagery to understand 
the extent of the change throughout our 
community. Thankfully, efforts in Arlington 
are reversing the decline in our tree canopy 
found in 2011 (40 percent). However, 
we have not fully returned to our first 
measurement in 2008 (43 percent).  
Our overall tree canopy as of 2017 is 41 
percent. 

Tree canopy has increased in our parks, 
with very few parks showing significant 
reductions since 2011. Private residential 

properties show the 
greatest opportunity 
for more trees. Penrose, 
Aurora Highlands 
and Bellevue Forest 
have had the greatest 
increase since our last 
measurement. The Rosslyn/Courthouse 
area, and the northwestern area of Rock 
Spring down to Dominion Hills have shown 
the greatest decline in trees since our last 
measurement.  

The data from these studies will be used 
to prioritize preservation and planting in 
the areas showing canopy reduction and 
to maintain a high tree canopy in areas 
already improving. Learn more at parks.
arliangtonva.us; search “tree canopy”.

http://commuterpage.com/iride
https://environment.arlingtonva.us/energy/
https://transportation.arlingtonva.us/streets/street-maintenance
https://building.arlingtonva.us
https://topics.arlingtonva.us/reportproblem
https://topics.arlingtonva.us/reportproblem
https://rppp.arlingtonva.us
https://rppp.arlingtonva.us/verify.aspx
mailto:park%40arlingtonva.us?subject=
mailto:park%40arlingtonva.us?subject=
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/columbia-pike-multimodal-street-improvements
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/columbia-pike-multimodal-street-improvements
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/south-clark-bell-street-demolition
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/south-clark-bell-street-demolition
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/streetlights-management-plan
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/streetlights-management-plan
https://commissions.arlingtonva.us/projects/master-transportation-plan-bicycle-element-working-group
https://commissions.arlingtonva.us/projects/master-transportation-plan-bicycle-element-working-group
https://parks.arlingtonva.us
https://parks.arlingtonva.us
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Champions are companies and properties that make it easy for  employees and 
tenants to walk, bike, take transit, and share the ride.

Arlington County

* Champions list as of 11/30/2017

1400 Crystal Drive (Lowe Enterprises)
Avalon at Arlington Square (AvalonBay Communities)
Century Center I & II (Lowe Enterprises)
Courtland Towers (Dittmar Company)
Crystal Gateways - 200 12th Street, 201 12th Street, 1225 S Clark Street, 
     1235 S Clark Street (JBG Smith)
Dorchester Apartments (E.G. Reinsch Companies)
Eastern Research Group, Inc.
Nestlé USA
Oakland Apartments (E.G. Reinsch Companies)
Park Georgetown Apartments (Van Metre Management)
Potomac Tower (Brook�eld Properties)  
Smithsonian Institution - O�ce of Contracting and Personal Property Management
Temple Army Readiness Center 
The Springs (Arlington Partnership for A�ordable Housing)
Virginia Square Towers (Dittmar Company)
Westmont Gardens (E.G. Reinsch Companies)
WestView at Ballston Metro
Wildwood Park (Dittmar Company)
Wildwood Towers (Dittmar Company)

800 North Glebe (JBG Smith)
900 North Glebe (Lincoln Property Company)
950 North Glebe (JBG Smith)
1325 Pierce Apartments (Dittmar Company)
1776 Wilson Boulevard (Lincoln Property Company)
1800 Wilson Boulevard
3434 Washington Boulevard (Lincoln Property Company)
4250 North Fairfax Drive (Piedmont O�ce Realty Trust)
19Nineteen Clarendon (ZRS Management)
AES Corporation
American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators
Arlington Chamber of Commerce
AVA Ballston (AvalonBay Communities)
Avalon Arlington North (AvalonBay Communities)
Avalon Ballston Place (AvalonBay Communities)
Avalon Ballston Square (AvalonBay Communities)
Avalon Clarendon (AvalonBay Communities)
Ballston Park Apartments (Paradigm Management)
Bartton Place (Dittmar Company)
Bennett Park (Bozzuto)
BluVector
Buckingham Gardens
Colonial Village Apartments (Wesley Housing Development Corporation)
Columbia Park (Dittmar Company)
Commonwealth Joe
Communities In Schools
Courthouse Tower (Lincoln Property Company)
Crystal City Lofts (Gates Hudson)
Crystal Gateways - 1215 South Clark Street (JBG Smith)
Crystal Plaza (Gates Hudson)
De�nitive Logic
Diplomatic Language Services
Dorchester Towers (E.G. Reinsch Companies)
FI Consulting
Fors Marsh Group, LLC
Gar�eld Park (Kettler Management)
George P. Shultz National Foreign A�airs Training Center
GHT Limited
Healthcare Distribution Alliance
Henderson Park (Dittmar Company)

International Justice Mission
John Snow, Inc.
Langan
m.�ats (Kettler Management)
Marbella Apartments (Arlington Partnership for A�ordable Housing)
Meridian at Ballston Commons (Paradigm Management)
Meridian at Courthouse Commons (Paradigm Management)
Meridian at Pentagon City (Paradigm Management)
National Grocers Association
NatureServe
One Liberty Center (Kodiak Realty Services)
Penrose Square (BM Smith)
Presidential Tower (Cushman & Wake�eld)
Privia Health
Ramboll Environ
Randolph Towers (Dittmar Company)
Richmond Square Apartments (Dittmar Company)
Tellus Apartments (Je�erson Apartment Group)
The Acadia at Metropolitan Park (Kettler Management)
The Amelia (Dittmar Company)
The American Waterways Operators
The Bartlett (JBG Smith)
The Beacon Clarendon (ZRS Management)
The Common Application
The Conservation Fund
The Jordan (AHC Inc.)
The Hartford (MRP Realty)
The Madison at Ballston Station (Paradigm Management)
The View at Liberty Center (Kettler Management)
Thomas Court (Dittmar Company)
Thomas Place (Dittmar Company)
Two Potomac Yard (Cushman & Wake�eld)
Union on Queen (Bozzuto)
Verde Pointe (McCa�ery Interests)
Virginia Department of Corrections
Virginia Tech Research Center
Waterview (JLL)  
WeLive/WeWork
Zoso Flats

For more information, visit 
ArlingtonTransportationPartners.com/Join-Champions

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

 Shapes local livability and walkability

 Reduces tra�c congestion and emissions

 Improves quality of life and commute stress

 Creates awareness for transportation options

CHAMPIONS REQUIREMENTS

Implement new transportation programs, including: 

 Financial bene�ts for Metro, bus, vanpool, and biking

 Create and attain mode shift goals

 Capital Bikeshare memberships

540
675 North Randolph (Kodiak Realty Services)
1310 North Courthouse Road (MRP Realty)
3001 & 3003 Washington Boulevard (Transwestern)
4121 Wilson Boulevard (Jamestown Urban Management)
4201 Wilson Boulevard (Jamestown Urban Management)
Air Conditioning, Heating, and Refrigeration Institute
Airlines Reporting Corporation
American Society for Radiation Oncology
American Society of Transplant Surgeons
Arlington Economic Development
Arlington Mill Residences (Arlington Partnership for
     A�ordable Housing)
Association of State and Territorial Health O�cials
BAE Systems
Bloomberg BNA
Blumont
Boeing Long Bridge
Clarendon Center (Saul Centers)
CNA
Conservation International
Consumer Technology Association
Courtland Park Apartments (Dittmar Company)
Crystal City BID
CSRA
Dolley Madison Towers (Dittmar Company)
Hilton Garden Inn Arlington/Courthouse Plaza

Hilton Garden Inn Arlington/Shirlington
Hyatt Regency Crystal City
International Foundation for Electoral Systems
Je�erson Plaza (Lowe Enterprises)
Keppler Speakers
Marymount University
MTB Early Enrichment Center
National Association of Chain Drug Stores
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
Navanti Group
O�ender Aid and Restoration
Phoenix Bikes
Promontory Inter�nancial Network, LLC
Public Broadcasting Service
Residence Inn Arlington Ballston
Quincy Plaza (Dittmar Company)
Rosslyn BID
Shirlington Tower (Moore & Associates)
The Aluminum Association
The Cadmus Group, Inc.
The Convention Store
The Hawthorn Condominiums
The Nature Conservancy
The WestLee (Legum & Norman, Inc.)
Two Liberty Center (Kodiak Realty Services)  
Virginia Hospital Center
Virginia Square Plaza (Dittmar Company)

https://arlingtontransportationpartners.com/join-champions
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TRASH & RECYCLING NEWS

Why Recyclables Should be 
Empty and Clean

Recyclables that are collected in 
your blue recycling cart are sorted 
by material type, compressed into 
bales and then sold as raw material 
to end-users and manufacturers for 
use in new products and packaging. 
One of the key drivers of recyclables 
pricing is quality and cleanliness. Food 
and liquids are contaminants and 
should not go in the blue recycling 
cart. Recyclables that have too much 
contamination lose value — they can 
be rejected by end-users and even 
end up being disposed as trash.

How can you help?
•  Make sure food and beverage 

containers are empty before placing 
containers in the cart.

•  Do a quick rinse for recyclables 
that contain a thick residue such as 
peanut butter or spaghetti sauce.

•  Keep food-contaminated paper — 
such as napkins and paper towels — 
out of the blue carts. The same goes 
for pizza boxes that are soaked in 
grease. Dry and relatively grease-free 
pizza boxes are acceptable.

Commercial Businesses Must Recycle, Too

According to the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), about 95 
percent of the food we dispose ends 
up in landfills or combustion facilities. 
Food that ends up in landfills gets 
buried under mounds of garbage, 
creating methane gas that is harmful 
to the environment. Incinerated food 
waste loses its beneficial nutrients, yet 
composted food waste turns into a 
nutrient-rich soil amendment.

The ideal way to compost is in 
your backyard. You will need about 

3 square feet in a shady, dry spot 
to compost leaves, yard trimmings 
and food scraps. If you don’t have 
a backyard or don’t have space, 
you can compost indoors (e.g. 
Vermicomposting/Bokashi) using a 
special collection bin. Not quite ready 
to take on composting, but want 
to recycle your food scraps? Bring 
them to the Solid Waste Bureau. Food 
scraps drop-off occurs during normal 
business hours of 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

When Arlingtonians hear the word 
“recycling,” many may automatically 
think of the blue recycling and green 
organics carts that are part of our 
curbside residential program. Actually, 
the County’s weekly curbside recycling 
program only serves about 40 percent 
of Arlington’s residents. The remaining 
60 percent of Arlingtonians reside in 
apartment and condominiums that are 
among our more than 550 multi-family 
communities. 

Did you know that the multi-family 
and commercial sector together 
generate about two-thirds of Arlington’s 
solid waste? Multi-family communities 
and commercial businesses do not 
receive collection services from the 
County, contracting with private hauling 
companies instead. However, Arlington 
still requires these types of properties 
to have recycling systems in place — a 
requirement that goes back to the 1990s.

The County’s requirement deems 
that the commercial sector must 
provide recycling collection services, 
ensure a sufficient number of labeled 

recycling bins are placed among interior 
and exterior locations, and educate 
their tenants or residents about the 
program at the time they move in and 
again at least once a year thereafter. The 
responsible parties of businesses and 
multi-family properties are also required 
to submit a recycling plan and pay an 
annual recycling program fee.

The Solid Waste Bureau (SWB) 
employs recycling outreach specialists 
who perform site visits and inspections 
to ensure businesses and multi-family 
properties are in compliance with 
County code. Businesses who are not 
in compliance can be issued fines of 
up to $300 per day after their initial 
inspection. 

Staff in the SWB are available to 
help businesses and properties achieve 
compliance and recycle more by 
offering technical assistance and tools 
such as customizable recycling bin 
labels, posters, outreach materials, and 
more. For more information, businesses 
and property managers are encouraged 
to visit recycling.arlingtonva.us/business

Want to learn more about the waste management programs in the County? Check out the Solid Waste Bureau 
Report Card online at recycling.arlingtonva.us.

Go Ahead, Compost those Food Scraps

https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/business
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Sweeping the Streets to Protect 
Our Waterways
The County sweeps streets and bike 
lanes April to October as one of the 
most cost-effective ways to prevent 
sediments and other pollutants from 
washing into our local streams, the 
Potomac River and the Chesapeake 
Bay. To enable crews to thoroughly 
clean the streets, park your car in a 
driveway or on another street while 
crews are in your neighborhood. To 
find out when street sweepers are in 
your neighborhood, visit arlingtonva.us; 
search “street sweeping.”

The Road to Zero Waste by 2038 

Spring Yard Work Has Sprung
With the return of spring and 

yard work, be sure that you or your 
landscaper know to:
•  Eliminate plastic bags. Yard 

trimmings in plastic bags will not 
be collected. Instead, use your 
green cart, personal containers or 
paper yard bags for collecting yard 
trimmings.

•  Keep pesticide/herbicide use to a 
minimum. In addition to possibly 
reaching local streams, repeated use 
of toxic lawn chemicals can destroy 
micro-biotic life that exists to help 
maintain sustainable soil.

•  Use mulch or compost to help 
maintain a healthy yard. Mulch 
and compost add organic matter 
and nutrients to the soil and 
reduce the need for pesticides and 

herbicides. Arlington residents can 
pick up mulch for free from the Solid 
Waste Bureau or have it delivered for 
a small charge: recycling.arlingtonva.
us/residential/mulch-dirt. 

Be on the lookout for your Spring 
Yard Management cart hanger 
or visit recycling.arlingtonva.us/
residential/yard-waste/year-round for 
more information including County 
locations offering a limited supply of 
free biodegradable bags.

Want more 
trash and 
recycling tips 
like this? Sign 
up for weekly 
emails and 
see archived advice at recycling.
arlingtonva.us/category/tips.

Spring Cleanup: E-CARE on March 31

Renovation Resource: Get Rid of Those  
Inert Materials

Are you about to 
embark on a small home 
renovation project? 
Arlington’s award-
winning Earth Products 
Recycling Yard allows 
any Arlington County 
resident to drop off 
various inert materials 
that are currently not 
included in our curbside 
collection program. 
On the first Saturday of 
every month, residents 
can drop off up to 3 cubic yards (about the load of a pick-up truck) of soil, 
rock or concrete at the facility. These materials are then processed and reused 
in County projects. Yard trimmings and household trash are not accepted at 
the facility, located at 4300 29th St. S. Learn more at recycling.arlingtonva.us/
locations/earth-products-yard.

Public Litter Cans for Public Litter

Dog Poo Etiquette 

   Some 7,800 tons 
of yard trimmings 
were collected 
in the green 
organics carts 
during 2017!

In late 2015, the County Board 
adopted a “Zero Waste” goal, becoming 
the first local government in Virginia 
to do so. By doing so, Arlington has 
joined jurisdictions such as Austin, 
Texas; Boulder Colo.; Minneapolis; 
Los Angeles and San Francisco in this 
pursuit. The County Board’s resolution 
has established 2038 as the target date 
for achieving its zero waste goal. 

What exactly is “zero 
waste”? 

Arlington’s goal is to divert 90 
percent of solid waste from disposal in 
landfills and waste to energy facilities. 
Using our most recent full year’s data 
(2016), that would mean recycling or 
diverting 167,000 of the 185,000 tons 
of total solid waste generated. In 2016, 

we recycled and diverted about 47 
percent of our solid waste.

Zero waste goals are aspirational, 
not necessarily literal. Our zero waste 
initiative represents a paradigm shift 
in how we manage our garbage, with 
a focus on creating less while recycling 
more through programs, policies 
and behavioral change. Zero waste 
debunks the notion that “waste is 
inevitable,” and requires policy makers 
and planners to look at the full lifecycle 
of the products and packaging we use. 

County staff are in the early stages 
of developing the Zero Waste Strategic 
Plan for achieving this aggressive goal, 
a process that is expected to take 
about two years. To view the resolution, 
visit countyboard.arlingtonva.us/
board-actions/resolutions/zero-waste-
resolution. 

The year’s first bi-annual 
Environmental Collection and 
Recycling Event — better known 
as E-CARE — takes place on 
Saturday, March 31, 8:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at Yorktown High School. Our 
last E-CARE effort saw more than 
1,100 residents drop off 28 tons of 
hazardous materials and 30 tons of 
recyclable electronics. Learn more at 
recycling.arlingtonva.us/household-
hazmat/e-care.

E-CARE allows residents to safely 
dispose of common household 
hazardous materials such as paint, 
automotive fluids and corrosives, 
small metal items, electronics, shoes, 
clothing and more. Residents may 
recycle old bicycles or come to 
exchange old compact fluorescent 
light (CFL) bulbs for a new LED one.

Public street cans are in place 
along Arlington’s major commercial 
corridors to collect trash and 
recyclable materials generated from 
residents and visitors when they 
are away from home and to prevent 
litter. The Solid Waste Bureau has 
noticed these cans increasingly full 
of household and business waste, 
resulting in public cans overflowing 
or becoming too heavy for staff to 
collect. These street cans are not 
intended to collect dog feces, personal 

household trash or trash generated 
from a business operation. Whether 
you are an Arlington commercial 
business or a resident living in a 
single-family or a multi-family home, a 
trash and recycling system is in place 
for your use while you are at home or 
work. Please use the public cans as 
they are intended so we can continue 
to provide this valuable service to our 
community in a safe and cost-effective 
manner.

We all understand the importance of 
cleaning up after our pooch when we 
take them to go potty. Not only is dog 
poop unsightly, it poses a health hazard 
to our local streams. It can also be a 
health hazard to people, including our 
staff who empty our public litter cans 
every day. While it is important to collect 
and dispose of dog poop, it is your 
responsibility to dispose of it properly.

Make sure dog poop is tightly 
secured in a bag and disposed either in a 
container designated for dog poop, or in 

your own trash container back home —  
not in your neighbor’s trash cart or in 
public trash cans. Several of our public 
trash and even recycling cans have 
become dog poop cans, which is not 
the intent of this program. Public street 
cans are in place along Arlington’s major 
commercial corridors to collect trash 
and recyclable materials generated from 
residents and visitors when they are 
away from home and to prevent litter. 
So, please, continue to scoop the poop, 
but remember to dispose of it properly. 

https://arlingtonva.us
https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/mulch-dirt
https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/mulch-dirt
https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/yard-waste/year-round
https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/yard-waste/year-round
https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/category/tips
https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/category/tips
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/locations/earth-products-yard
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/locations/earth-products-yard
http://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/board-actions/resolutions/zero-waste-resolution
http://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/board-actions/resolutions/zero-waste-resolution
http://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/board-actions/resolutions/zero-waste-resolution
https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/household-hazmat/e-care
https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/household-hazmat/e-care
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Don’t miss the deadline! Interested in applying to a countywide elementary school for the 2018-19? 
The deadline is Fri, April 16. More information and the online application are available online at 
apsva.us/school-options/. For more information, call 703-228-7667.

APS 
NEWS

Your School Board

Residents who wish to meet with a 
Board member may do so on a walk-
in basis during Open Office Hours on 
Mondays from 5-7 p.m. on days when 
school is in session. School Board 
members also meet by appointment 
with small groups of individuals to 
discuss issues or positions. If Monday 
is a holiday, Open Office Hours are 
held the following Tuesday from 8:30-
10:30 a.m.

School Board Meetings:

Arlington School Board meeting 
dates, times, agendas and other 
information are available online at 
apsva.us/schoolboard.

School Board Office 
1426 N. Quincy St. 
Arlington, VA 22207 
703-228-6015
703-228-7640 (fax)
school.board@apsva.us

Barbara Kanninen, Chair
Reid Goldstein, Vice Chair

L-R: Monique O’Grady, Tannia Talento, 
Nancy Van Doren 

In the fall of 2018, new graduation 
requirements will be in place for all 
2022 graduates. With the shift in 
requirements, Virginia will continue to 
emphasize high standards for English 
Language Arts, Math, Science, and 
Social Studies, while emphasizing 
workplace readiness skills. The new 
graduation requirements include 
the Profile of a Virginia Graduate; 
an emphasis on critical thinking, 
creative thinking, communication, 
collaboration, and citizenship (civic 
and community responsibility); career 
exploration and planning; and a 
reduction in the number of state tests. 

The Profile of a Virginia Graduate 
emphasizes the application of 
academic and technical knowledge, 
a demonstration of workplace skills 
and behaviors, the importance 

New Virginia Graduation Requirements
of connections and 
interactions within the 
community, and career 
planning.

In addition, the new 
graduation requirements 
call for an increase 
in career exposure, 
exploration, and planning. 
Middle school students 
will engage in career 
exploration and high 
school students will have 
opportunities to engage 
in job-shadowing and 
internships. APS is looking 
forward to continuing partnerships 
with a variety of community 
organizations and businesses to 
support students in their exploration 
of careers whether through 
speakers for a variety of classes, 
work experience opportunities, or 
internships.

As students explore their own 
talents and interests, they will also 
engage in learning experiences 
that promote the “Five C’s”: 
critical thinking, creative thinking, 
communication, collaboration, 
and citizenship, better known as 
civic responsibility and community 
engagement. 

The new graduation requirements 
place an increased emphasis on the 

...With Our Community
Over the course of the year, APS 

communicates with families, staff 
and the community on a variety 
of topics. Engage with APS is an 
initiative to encourage community 
participation in the many ongoing 
APS processes.

Features include a calendar 
of upcoming meetings; one-
page overviews; copies of all 
presentations, reports and data; 
videos of meetings; online feedback 
forms; and FAQ.

Connecting... Every six years, Arlington Public 
Schools (APS) works to develop a 
Strategic Plan to meet the evolving 
needs of students, create new 
opportunities, and chart a course 
for students, staff, and the school 
division overall. A Steering Committee 
comprised of parents, teachers, 
staff, students and other community 
members has been working since 
last fall on the 2018-24 Strategic Plan 
which will be finalized for School Board 
adoption this June. 

Steering Committee Co-Chairs 
Meredith Purple and Ted Black report 
that community participation in this 
process has been strong. The Committee 
kicked off its work by asking people 
to share their hopes and aspirations 
for APS and then offered many 
opportunities for feedback on potential 
mission and vision statements, core 
values, and goals and strategies to guide 
APS in the years ahead. At each step of 
the process, the Steering Committee 
has posted draft sections of the plan 
online, along with a questionnaire for 
community members to share their 
reactions and ideas. 

New APS 2018-24 Strategic Plan Development Underway 
“We’ve been meeting 

with community groups 
and collaborating with staff, 
PTAs, civic associations 
and others to distribute 
information and encourage 
participation. It’s been 
exciting to hear from people 
who represent a broad 
array of perspectives on the 
future of Arlington schools,” 
said Black. 

Committee members 
have gone through creative 
exercises and engaged in 
deep discussions to distill 
numerous ideas into a clear mission and 
vision for APS, and identify which values 
best represent our school division. The 
committee values community input and 
strives to reflect what they hear from 
stakeholders as they revise the plan at 
each stage of the work. 

A key opportunity for community 
participation is coming soon. “April is a 
big turning point in this process,” said 
Purple. “That’s when the community will 
see a complete first draft of the 2018-24 
Strategic Plan and we are eager to hear 

from residents throughout the County 
about what they think about it.”  

School Board members checked in 
on the progress of the Strategic Plan 
at a work session in February, and 
Superintendent Dr. Patrick Murphy will 
present the final plan to them in May. 
Once it is adopted by the School Board 
in June, implementation of the plan 
will begin in September 2018. For more 
information about the 2018-24 Strategic 
Plan, please visit apsva.us/engage/
strategic-plan/.

practical application of students’ skills 
and content knowledge. As a result, 
the APS Department of Teaching and 
Learning will focus on the expansion 
of performance-based assessments, 
tasks that require students to use 
higher order thinking skills to create 
a product, while emphasizing the 
Five C’s. Instructional leaders believe 
this shift in the requirements will 
strengthen students’ preparation for 
college and career as they matriculate 
through APS and look forward to 
the learning opportunities in which 
students will participate. 

More information from the Virginia 
Department of Education on the 
graduation requirements can be 
found on the VDOE website at 
doe.virginia.gov/boe/accreditation/.

mailto:school.board%40apsva.us?subject=
https://apsva.us/schoolboard
https://www.apsva.us/engage/
http://doe.virginia.gov/boe/accreditation/
https://www.apsva.us/engage/strategic-plan/
https://www.apsva.us/school-options/
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Join the APS Family: The 2018 APS Recruitment Fair will take place on Sat, April 7 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
at Wakefield High School. Interviews will be granted to candidates who are eligible for or hold a Virginia 
teaching license. For more information, visit apsva.us/careers/.

2018-19 School Year 
Calendar

The 2018-19 school year calendar was 
approved in February. Key dates: 

• Aug. 6 – First Day for Barcroft

• Sept. 4 – First Day of School 
(except Barcroft)

• Nov. 21 – 23 – Thanksgiving Break

• Dec. 24 – Jan. 4 – Winter Break

• April 15 – 19 – Spring Break

• June 19 – Last Day for High School; 
Middle School Promotions

• June 20 – Last Day for Barcroft; 
High School Graduation

• June 21 – Last Day for Elementary 
and Middle School

The full calendar is available at: 
apsva.us/calendars

MAR

1

MAR

22

Mark Your Calendars

Summer School 
Registration Begins

MARCH

Public Hearing 
on Superintendent’s 
Proposed FY2019 Budget

MAR

22
Spring Break
Through March 30
No School

APRIL

APR

9
Grade Preparation Day
No School

APR

16
Last Day to Apply to a 
countywide elementary 
school

To view the complete calendar, visit: 
apsva.us/calendar

APR

19
Public Hearing 
on School Board’s Proposed 
FY2019 Budget

Arlington Public Schools continues 
to experience rapid growth in student 
enrollment. In 2019, APS will open Alice 
W. Fleet Elementary School and Drew 
will become a full neighborhood school; 
in 2021, a third new elementary school 
will open at the Reed site. Working 
with school communities and civic 
associations, APS has launched a strategic 
planning initiative to create attendance 
zones for these new schools, review walk 
zones and the location of neighborhood 
and option schools, and adjust all 
elementary school boundaries. 

“This is a terrific opportunity to review 
all elementary boundaries at once so we 
can optimize APS resources and take into 
account our community’s preference for 
our youngest students to attend a nearby 
school,” said Lisa Stengle, Executive 
Director, APS Planning & Evaluation. 
“We’re partnering with the Department 
of Teaching and Learning to use resident 
student data within walk zones and 
other considerations to recommend the 
locations of neighborhood and option 
elementary schools, and ensure that each 
school is positioned to thrive and operate 
efficiently.”

In addition to anticipating the 
higher operating and transportation 
costs that come with new schools, 
APS is experiencing a shortage of bus 
drivers and a lack of school bus parking. 
Exploring whether walk zones can be 
expanded safely within the elementary 
school policy one-mile zone could help 
address these challenges and further the 
“Whole Child Initiative” that embraces 
the mental and physical benefits of 
walking and bike riding. Residents have 
been contributing input during this 
process, and staff will soon formulate 
new walk zones and recommendations 
on elementary school locations. This 
initiative may result in some option 
school sites becoming neighborhood 
schools, or vice versa.

“Regardless of where schools 
are located, our top priority is that 
students continue to flourish in a 
learning environment in which they 
are healthy, safe, supported, engaged, 
and academically challenged,” said Dr. 
Tara Nattrass, Assistant Superintendent, 
Teaching and Learning. “Boundaries 
and school sites may shift, but the 
commitment that APS leadership, 
teachers and principals have to academic 
excellence remains strong.” 

The School Board will take action on 
this initiative in June and then confirm 
final elementary school boundaries in 
November 2018, to take effect starting in 
the 2019-20 school year. For more details 
about this initiative, please visit: apsva.us/
elementary-school-boundary-change/  

A Strategic Approach 
to Elementary School 
Boundaries

APS Ed Center Offices to Relocate to 
Sequoia Plaza on Washington Blvd.

APS offices currently located at 
the Education Center on N. Quincy 
St. are beginning the process to 
relocate to the Syphax Education 
Center, located at 2110 Washington 
Blvd. The move includes the 
Superintendent’s office as well as the 
School Board offices. 

Departments currently located 
at the Education Center will begin 
moving on April 2. The move is 
scheduled to be completed by the 
end of April. Beginning on May 3, all 
School Board meetings will be held 
at the Syphax Education Center.

More information and details will be 
available on the APS website, apsva.us.

Follow us! All the latest APS news 
and information on social media: 

fb.com/
ArlingtonPublicSchools

@APSVirginia

youtube.com/AETVaps

@APSVirginia

@APSVirginia

APS Celebrates Arts in 
the Schools Month

March is Arts in the Schools Month 
and APS invites the community to join in 
the celebration. Created in 1961, this is 
an annual observance to emphasize the 
value of arts education and to encourage 
support for quality school arts programs. 
There is still plenty of time to catch a 
concert, art festival, workshop, recital or 
more.

To see a list of performances, visit 
the Arts Events Calendar at apsva.us/
artseducation. For more information, 
please contact Allison Gilbert in the Arts 
Education Office at 703-228-6299 or 
follow us on Twitter @APSArts and use 
the hashtag #APSArtsAmazing. 

APS Senior Citizens Cards provide 
free admission to all APS events. Call 
703-228-6005 to request your free 
Senior Citizen Card today. 

Registration for Summer School 
began March 1. Most classes begin 
on July 9. The elementary summer 
school calendar includes a four-week 
strengthening program as well as the 
Global Village Summit from July 9 until 
August 3. Additionally, elementary 
enrichment programs, including 
Summer Laureate, Math Academy, and a 
new Fun with Coding STEM, will be held 
in two 2-week sessions, so that students 
can select from a variety of programs 
during the summer. 

Summer School Registration Underway
Middle and high 

school programs 
offer opportunities 
for strengthening, 
enrichment, and 
new work for credit.

Registration 
forms are available 
online at apsva.us/
summer-school. APS 
students should register at the schools 
they are attending during the 2017-18 
school year.

FY2019 Budget Dates
The Superintendent presented his 

FY2019 proposed budget late last 
month. Key budget dates:

• March 22 – Public Hearing on 
Superintendent’s Proposed FY 2019 
Budget

• April 5 – Board Action Item: School 
Board’s Adopted FY19 Budget

• April 19 – Public Hearing on School 
Board’s Proposed FY19 Budget

• May 3 – Board Action Item: School 
Board’s Adopted FY19 Budget

More information on the proposed 
FY19 budget is available at: apsva.us/
budget-finance/

https://www.apsva.us/elementary-school-boundary-change/
https://www.apsva.us/careers-aps/
https://www.apsva.us
https://www.apsva.us/arts-education-overview/
https://www.apsva.us/summer-school/
https://www.apsva.us/budget-finance/
https://www.apsva.us/calendar/
https://www.apsva.us/calendar/
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Renting Out an Arlington Address for 
Short-term Transient Stays (Airbnb, etc.)

According to Arlington County Code 
Chapter 40, if a resident offers short-term 
lodging in an Arlington home, then it is 
his or her responsibility to collect from 
the guest and remit to Arlington County 
a 7.25 percent Transient Occupancy Tax 
(TOT). This tax covers the local 5 percent 
TOT, the local 0.25 percent tourism TOT, 
and the state 2 percent regional TOT for 
the Northern Virginia region. 

All accessory homestay providers are 
required to obtain a business license 
tax account and a TOT account from 
the Commissioner of Revenue, and 
may need to acquire an Accessory 
Homestay Permit from the County 
Zoning Department. Residents may 
apply online for the business license via 
the Customer Assessment and Payment 
Portal (CAPP) and click “Register a 
Business.” You may also apply in person 

with a completed business license 
form to the Commissioner of Revenue’s 
Business Tax Division located at 2100 
Clarendon Boulevard, on the second 
floor, at Window 208. Please note that 
for Accessory Homestays, the applicable 
business activity is “72.A, Lodging,” which 
should be entered as the “section code” 
on the business license application. 
For more information, contact the 
Business Tax Division of the Office of the 
Commissioner of Revenue at 703-228-
3060 or email business@arlingtonva.us.

Should you need to obtain an 
Accessory Homestay Permit from the 
County Zoning Department, visit the 
Building Arlington website to apply 
at building.arlingtonva.us. For zoning 
questions, call 703-228-3060 or email 
contactzoning@arlingtonva.us.  

The new Arlington Art Truck launches 
its debut season in early April with 
Bipedal Soundscapes, by artists Emily 
Francisco and Alex Braden. Activated 
by participants pedaling a stationary 
bicycle, the sound sculpture features 
a five-tiered turntable housing vinyl 
records with distinct Arlington sounds. 
From April to October, the Art Truck 
and artists will engage Arlingtonians 

in projects ranging from an 
impromptu workshop or performance, 
to a pop-up gallery. Locations will 
include after-school programs, festivals, 
farmers’ markets, schools and other 
gathering spots.

The Arlington Art Truck embodies 
Arlington Cultural Affairs’ mission to 
revolutionize the traditional model of 
an arts venue: a curated mobile toolbox 

for artists-in-residence 
packed with digital and 
traditional creative tools. 
The Art truck is funded by 
a $25,000 award from the 
National Endowment for the 
Arts. For information, visit 
arlingtonarts.org.

NoticiasBREVES
Mejoras a Columbia Pike – 
Desde Four Mile Run hasta el 
limite con el Condado
Después de haber trasladado la tubería de gas en la porción 
oeste de Columbia Pike, Washington Gas ha comenzado el 
cambio de servicio a las propiedades afectadas. La tubería 
de gas tuvo que ser reubicada antes de que el Condado 
pudiera comenzar la construcción a lo largo de esta parte 
de la calle. 

La instalación de servicios subterráneos y las mejoras a 
las calles entre Four Mile Run y South Jefferson Street 
empezarán a finales de febrero y durarán aproximadamente 
tres años. 

El trabajo comenzará con la fase de soterramiento, 
comenzando de oeste a este de South Jefferson Street hasta 
Four Mile Run. 

La comunidad expresa su 
opinión sobre el Plan de Acción 
para el cuidado infantil 
Les pedimos su opinión y ustedes contestaron. Miembros de 
la comunidad presentaron 499 comentarios sobre el plan de 
acción preliminar para el cuidado infantil. Los comentarios 
y opiniones fueron transmitidos en eventos que se 
llevaron acabo con el publicó y los proveedores, por correo 
electrónico, y por medio de comentarios en línea. 

Algunos de los temas más recurrentes: 

•  Asegurar oportunidades asequibles para el cuidado 
infantil  

•  Incrementar el numero de proveedores para el cuidado 
infantil y de trabajadores que puedan proveer ese servicio

•  Revisar las leyes de zonificación, procesos de permisos 
y otras posibles barreras que se puedan presentar para 
“start ups” o expansiones de guarderías 

•    Asegurarse de que existan guías solidas de salud y 
seguridad 

•   Mejoramiento de las opciones de capacitación y 
certificación para proveedores

•   Aumentar el número de proveedores que aceptan 
subsidios para el cuidado infantil

•  Alineación con las regulaciones estatales

Una vez finalizado el plan de acción, este será entregado 
al Administrador del Condado y a la Junta de Gobierno del 
Condado, y se espera que su implementación comience a 
finales de la primavera del 2018. 

Las familias de bajos y moderados 
recursos de las Residencias de Arlington 
Mill tendrán acceso al internet gracias a 
la nueva “Iniciativa de Inclusión Digital” 
del Condado. Este programa piloto se 
llevará a cabo en colaboración con la 
organización local Arlington Partnership 
for Affordable Housing (APAH por sus 
siglas en inglés). Los miembros de 
la Junta de Gobierno del Condado 
aprobaron una subvención de tres años 
para financiar el proyecto que utilizará 
la red de fibra óptica del Condado, 
Connect Arlington, para cerrar la “brecha 
digital” y traerle conectividad a aquellas 
personas que normalmente no tendrían 
los recursos para obtener servicio de 
internet.  

Las Residencias de Arlington Mill 
son propiedad de APAH, y son hogar 

a 160 niños. Los estudios demuestran 
que los niños de bajos recursos muchas 
veces tienen menos oportunidades de 
tener un computador propio y utilizar 
el internet que sus compañeros con 
ingresos más altos, creando una “brecha 
de tareas”. Además de ayudarle a los 
estudiantes de Arlington, el programa 
piloto de inclusión digital le ayudará a 
las familias a completar otras actividades 
importantes en línea como la búsqueda 
y aplicación a empleos, aprendizaje en 
línea, y les dará accesos a sus cuentas 
bancarias y recursos médicos. 

Los ingresos del Impuesto de 
Financiación Incremental de Columbia 
Pike (TIF por sus siglas en inglés) 
financiarán la subvención de $ 94,500 
a APAH para compensar el costos del 
equipo y los servicios. El Condado 

planea explorar oportunidades para 
expandir esta iniciativa una vez 
APAH haya hecho una evaluación del 
programa piloto.

Las Residencias de Arlington Mill tendrán acceso al internet con un 
nuevo programa piloto

Nueva guía de seis pasos para incrementar la participación pública para 
los proyectos de capital

La oficina del Administrador de 
Condado ha estado trabajando con los 
interesados a nivel interno y externo 
para desarrollar una guíaa formal para 
fortalecer la participación pública y los 
procesos de comunicación a través del 
gobierno del Condado de Arlington. 
La nueva Guía de seis pasos para la 
participación pública del Condado 
busca simplificar los procesos para 
cientos de proyectos de capital de 
grande y pequeña escala.   

Reconociendo que no hay un 
enfoque que sirva para todo, la guía 
busca alinear el nivel de participación 
público necesario basándose en las 
características, beneficios y potencial 
impacto de cada proyaecto. 

El proceso de seis pasos destaca 
como la participación se debe planear, 
implementar y evaluar. 

La finalización e implementación de 
esta guía afirma el compromiso de la 
oficina del Administrador de Condado 
en mejorar nuestros procesos de 
participación pública y comunicación. 
“Esperamos que la guía conlleve a 
interacciones más consistentes y 
efectivas alrededor de los proyectos del 
Condado”, dijo Roger Munter, Director 
de Participación Pública. El equipo 
de participación pública de la oficina 
del Administrador de Condado ha 
estado llevando acabo entrenamientos 
al personal del Condado y estará 
trabajando con varios equipos para 
adoptar la guía en los nuevos proyectos 

de mejoras capitales que se llevarán 
acabo en la primavera y el verano. 

La Guía de Seis pasos para la 
Participación Pública es tan solo 
una de varias nuevas iniciativas de 
participación pública. En marzo de 
2018, el administrador de Condado 
Mark Schwartz y el Presidente de la 
Federación Cívica Duke Banks llevaron 
a cabo una serie de conversaciones 
con los presidentes de las Asociaciones 
Cívicas y de Condominios para explorar 
una mejor comunicación y coordinación 
con sus comunidades. También hay 
aamplio con lideres comunitarios para 
explorar oportunidades adicionales 
con el fin de fortalecer las conexiones 
comunitarias y vecinales.   

mailto:business%40arlingtonva.us?subject=
https://building.arlingtonva.us
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https://arlingronarts.org

