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Arlington will be a safer 
place for people and other 
living things with a new ban 
on keeping wild and exotic 
animals as pets. The County 
Board action puts existing 
state law on the local books 
and allows Arlington animal 
control officers to take actions 
that had been enforceable only 
by state officials. The change 
also better aligns Arlington 
with neighboring jurisdictions 
and adds protections for first 
responders entering unfamiliar 
homes. It also takes into 
account the health and welfare of exotics.

The ban allows wild and exotic pets already in the County to 
remain if they’re registered by their owners. Non-venomous snakes 
are still allowed but there is a new set of care standards for such 
snakes weighing more than 25 pounds. Venomous reptiles already 
were banned.

“Ultimately, through a lot of conversation with the community, 
we were able to adopt a Code amendment that reaches a practical 
balance of the input received from all sides and is enforceable,” said 
County Board Chair Jay Fisette

The following animals are now prohibited in Arlington. 
Residents who currently own an animal on the list should contact 
the Animal Welfare League of Arlington (awla.org) to fulfill 
registration requirements. 

Prohibited animals:
• Lions (Panthera leo and all sub-species)

• Bears (all eight species including the three native to  
North America)

•  Wild cats including hybrids 
(i.e., bobcat, lynx and caracal), 

• Ratites (flightless birds)

• Crocodilians 

• Venomous snakes, venomous reptiles 

•  Any other warm-blooded mammal that 
can normally be found in the wild state

•  Members of the order Scorpiones 
(scorpions) other than those in the genus 
Pandinus, which are permitted

• Centipedes of the genus Scolopendra

•  Spiders of the genus Latrodectus  
(widow spiders); spiders of the genus

Loxosceles (recluse spiders); spiders of the family Dipluridae 
(funnel-web spiders); spiders of the genus Phoneutria (banana 
spiders aka wandering spiders); spiders of the family Ctenizidae 
(trap-door spiders); spiders of the genus Sicarius (sand spiders); 
and spiders of the family Theraphosidae (tarantulas), except 
for Theraphosids native to North and South America and 
Brachypelma smithi (Mexican redknee tarantula), which are 
permitted

Rabbits, rats, mice, ferrets, hamsters, gerbils, chinchillas, 
hedgehogs, sugar gliders, and guinea pigs that have been bred 
in captivity are excluded from the definition of “wild or exotic 
animal,” and are permitted as pets. Also allowed as pets are all 
domestically bred or legally imported birds that are not ratites; 
non-venomous snakes; non-venomous reptiles; amphibians; 
and fish. 

Still very much required in Arlington: Dogs at least 6 months 
old must be licensed. 

More information: health.arlingtonva.us/public-health/wild-
exotic-animals-banned-pets
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ART is Arlington

The Accessibility of ART
A Night Out is 

More Fun with ART Where DO YOU TAKE ART?
Let ART be Your 

Weekend Ride

Ride ART. Relax. Repeat.Ride ART the Smart  Way
The ART of 

Getting Around
Riding Arlington Transit – ART buses is a great way to get 

around Arlington car free. People who live, work and play in 
Arlington can take the green and white ART buses to restaurants, 

shops, parks and more. ART also connects to Metrorail and 
Metrobus, making it easy to get to the entire DC metro region. 

Visit ArlingtonTransit.com to learn more.

Here are the various ways you can use ART to get around.

Where Can ART Take You?

All ART buses are fully accessible with wheelchair ramps and the 

ability to lower or kneel. Buses have two wheelchair securement 

areas and priority seating for senior citizens and people with 

disabilities. All stops are announced audibly and visually.

With ART’s late night service, you can go out to eat, catch a 

movie or connect to Metrorail to go into DC. ART routes 41, 43, 

45, 55, 75, 77 and 87 provide weekday service past 10 pm. 

On Saturdays, the routes run past 11 pm and, in most cases, 

until midnight or later.

Share a picture on ART’s Facebook page or send us a tweet at 

@ART_Alert letting us know how ART helps you get around Arlington.

Visit ArlingtonTransit.com to learn more about specific 

routes and get detailed route and schedule information.

On weekends you can take ART to farmers’ markets, parks, 

grocery stores and the mall. ART routes 41, 42, 43, 45, 51, 55, 

77 and 87 provide weekend service. On weekends, ART routes 

42 and 87 provide service to Pentagon City.

Avoid the stress of driving in traffic and take ART to work. 

ART has cross-County routes as well as connections to Metrorail 

stations so you can get around the entire DC metro region. 

New to Arlington or riding ART? ArlingtonTransit.com has 

route and schedule info for all of the 17 ART bus routes. 

Use CarFreeAtoZ.com to plan your trip and then 

CarFreeNearMe.com to find the ART bus stop closest to you. 

Finally, ART RealTime (arlingtontransit.com/realtime) will 

tell you when the next ART bus will arrive at your stop.

All SmarTrip cards allow free bus-to-bus transfers within 

2 hours of use. Cards can be purchased at the Commuter 

Stores located at the Bal lston Metro, Rosslyn Metro, 

Crystal City Metro and Shirlington Bus Station. For the 

Senior and Student cards, the user must be present at 

the time of purchase and show ID. 

The SmarTrip card makes it easy to ride ART for 
the $2.00 regular fare. Just tap the card on the 
fare box when you board the bus. The card also 
works on Metrobus and Metrorail. 

The Senior SmarTrip card is for seniors age 65  
and older and automatically gives them the 
$1.00 Senior fare on ART. The card also gives 
a discount on Metrobus and Metrorail. 

The iRide Student SmarTrip card is for Arlington 
students, K-12, and lets them ride ART for the 
$1.00 Student fare. The card also works on 
Metrobus and Metrorail for the regular fare. 
Learn more at ArlingtonTransit.com/iride.

Avoid the stress of driving in traffic and take ART to work. 

ART has cross-County routes as well as connections to Metrorail 

stations so you can get around the entire DC metro region. 

NEWS

You may not realize it but the County’s 
public safety non-emergency number, 
703-558-2222, is answered 24/7 by 
the same professionals who handle 
emergency calls to 9-1-1. It’s important to 
know which number to use. Timing should 
be a big factor in deciding. 

If a danger exists, call 9-1-1. Always. If 
an incident has already passed, use the 
non-emergency number. A good example: 
If your car isn’t where you left it, call the 
non-emergency number to learn if it was 
towed or to report it stolen. But call 9-1-1 
immediately if you just saw someone steal 
your car. 

Other examples of when to use the 
public safety non-emergency number: You 
saw a suspicious car in the neighborhood 
an hour ago; you left your wallet in a cab 
last night; you just noticed something 
taken from your car in the last week. The 
non-emergency line also is the public 
safety go-to for reporting nuisances like 
loud parties and illegally parked cars.

Call 9-1-1 only when the situation is 
an immediate threat to life, health or 
property. 

What to tell the dispatcher: Give your 
location first. It’s vital to responders. If you 
don’t know the exact address, note your 
surroundings and be as specific as possible. 
A cell phone will not automatically tell 
dispatchers where you are. Text-to-911 also 
works in an emergency, but send a text only 
in situations when you can’t speak safely.

For issues in Arlington that don’t 
involve public safety, the County staffs a 
general information line during weekday 
business hours: 703-228-3000. 

The Department of Environmental 
Services also maintains a 24/7 hotline  
for water and sewer emergencies:  
703-228-6555, plus a staffed customer call 
center during weekday business hours: 
703-228-6570.

You can also report a non-emergency 
issue or make a service request (or find 
an app to do so) at topics.arlingtonva.us/
reportproblem. 

An A-to-Z directory of County departments 
and services: services.arlingtonva.us

SEE INSIDE

Domesticated baby hedgehog

Arlington 9-1-1 dispatchers

http://awla.org
http://health.arlingtonva.us/public-health/wild-exotic-animals-banned-pets
http://health.arlingtonva.us/public-health/wild-exotic-animals-banned-pets
http://topics.arlingtonva.us/reportproblem
http://topics.arlingtonva.us/reportproblem
http://services.arlingtonva.us
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The Citizen newsletter is printed four times a  
year by Arlington County. Available online at  
arlingtonva.us/citizen-newsletter.

P. Golkin (Editor)

703-228-3120 (voice)
703-228-4611 (TTY) publicaffairs@arlingtonva.us. 

Printed on 100 percent recycled paper, 30-40  
percent post-consumer content.

Service for Visually Imparied Readers – Metropolitan 
Washington Ear offers free reading of The Citizen for 
people with physical disabilities who cannot effectively 
read print. More information: 301-681-6636,  
www.washear.org or email information@washear.org.

Your County Board

County Board Office 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300 
Arlington, VA 22201 
703-228-3130, 703-228-4611 (TTY)
703-228-7430 (fax)
countyboard@arlingtonva.us

Upcoming County Board Meetings

Nov. 18 – Regular Meeting
Nov. 28 – Recessed Meeting
Dec. 16 – Regular Meeting
Dec. 19 – Recessed Meeting

View the full schedule and watch live HD 
streaming of meetings at countyboard.
arlingtonva.us/meetings.

Jay Fisette, Chair, and Katie Cristol, Vice Chair

Christian Dorsey, Libby Garvey, John Vihstadt 

What to Know About Opioid Abuse An array of resources including local treatment centers, definitions of addiction and 
how to dispose of unwanted medications can be found at health.arlingtonva.us/opioid-awareness.

Get Social with Arlington

@ArlingtonVA

ArlingtonVA

Arlington County

arlingtoncountyva

nextdoor.com

Bond Sale Finances Land Buys

Election Day is Nov. 7, 2017: 
What You Need to Know

Where to Vote
Check your voting location before Election Day – it may have changed since 

you last voted.

When to Go
Polls are open 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. The best times to go to avoid crowds are mid-

morning and mid-afternoon.

What to Bring
To vote, you must show photo ID, which can be a Virginia driver’s license, many 

government-issued IDs, employer IDs and student IDs from Virginia schools. Don’t 
have an ID? The Elections Office can issue one for free.

What’s on the Ballot
These offices: Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Virginia House 

of Delegates (45th, 47th, 48th, and 49th districts), County Board and School 
Board.

How to Get Help
For any questions about the election 

process or procedures, just ask a poll worker. 
They want to help you.

More information at vote.arlingtonva.us 
or 703-228-3456.

Arlington held a bond sale in 
October, with $32 million earmarked 
to finance the purchase of the Buck 
property on North Quincy Street along 
with an office building on South Glebe 
Road that will serve as a new home for 
the Head Start program in Arlington. 

Another $26 million in existing bonds 
were refinanced with the sale, to save 
taxpayers more than $3.8 million in 
interest payments. 

“The County continues to make 
strategic land acquisitions aimed at 
meeting some of our critical facility 

needs, while keeping within our self-
imposed debt limits,” Arlington County 
Board Chair Jay Fisette said. “Our strong 
bond ratings ensure that we receive the 
lowest possible interest rates. At the 
same time, we continue to aggressively 
pursue refinancing opportunities on 
existing bonds to save taxpayers millions 
of dollars through lower future interest 
payments.”

The County will continue to conduct 
community outreach to identify the best 
use for the Buck property.

Learn more: budget.arlingtonva.us/bonds 

Attention High School Artists: 
Design the Next County Vehicle Decal 

The County Treasurer’s Office invites all high school 
students who reside or attend school in Arlington to 
submit artwork for the next vehicle decal. Imagine your 
artwork on more than 160,000 windshields.

The theme of the 14th annual design contest is – 
“Arlington County.” Students are asked to submit work 
that highlights our vibrant community. Photography, 
drawing, painting, collage, computer graphics – anything 
goes. Prize money will be awarded to the winner and 
the other top three finalists, courtesy of the Arlington 
Community Federal Credit Union. All County residents will be invited to choose the 
winning design for 2018-2019 with the top vote-getter announced in January by 
the County Board. Last year more than 3,200 votes were cast.

As a way to mark the 100th anniversary of America’s participation in WWI, 
students are welcome to use “The Great War” as inspiration for submissions but it is 
not a requirement. 

The deadline for submissions is Nov 17. Visit taxes.arlingtonva.us or call  
703-228-3807 for more information.

A related note: Vehicle decals for 2017-2018, featuring the David Brown 
Planetarium, need to be on windshields by Nov. 15.

Protecting Medicare 
Recipients’ Identities

The federal government soon will 
issue every Medicare beneficiary a new 
identification card that comes without 
Social Security numbers. The goal is to 
prevent fraud, fight identity theft and 
keep taxpayer dollars safe.

The redesigned card will have a 
unique, randomly-assigned Medicare 
number consisting of 11 randomly 
generated characters, a combination of 
numbers and uppercase letters. 

There is no connection to other 
sensitive personal identifying 
information as was the case with Social 
Security numbers. 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services will begin mailing the new 
Medicare cards next April, with all 
cards replaced within a year. If you’re 
a Medicare beneficiary or soon will be, 
you don’t need to do anything, and you 
can start using your new card as soon as 
it arrives.

Arlington County’s Virginia Insurance 
Counseling and Assistance Program 
strongly encourages all Medicare 
beneficiaries to make sure their address 
is up to date with Medicare and Social 
Security by January to ensure delivery 
of the new card. Call 703-228-1700 to 
have Medicare questions answered 
confidentially and at no cost by a trained 
and certified counselor.

More information: aging-disability.
arlingtonva.us/programs/vicap.

A Growing Data 
Collection for 
Public Use

The County’s Open Data Portal, 
launched early last year, continues to grow 
thanks to the input of Arlington residents. 
Recent additions to this official repository 
of beneficial data available for public use 
includes site plans, business licenses and 
even tennis court reservations. The portal 
is one of the ways the County is working 
to ensure open government best practices 
of transparency and collaboration. Visit 
data.arlingtonva.us. It’s free and easy to 
get the data you want. And the collection 
continues to expand. A newly formed 
Open Data Advisory Group is working to 
identify and prioritize new data sets and 
improve how information is shared via 
the portal. Learn more at commissions.
arlingtonva.us/odag.

https://www.arlingtonva.us/citizen-newsletter/
http://www.washear.org
mailto:information%40washear.org?subject=
mailto:countyboard%40arlingtonva.us?subject=
https://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/meetings/
https://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/meetings/
http://health.arlingtonva.us/opioid-awareness
https://twitter.com/ArlingtonVA
https://www.facebook.com/ArlingtonVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/arlingtoncounty
https://www.instagram.com/arlingtoncountyva/
mailto:https://nextdoor.com/city/arlington--va/?subject=
http://vote.arlingtonva.us
http://budget.arlingtonva.us/bond
http://taxes.arlingtonva.us
http://aging-disability.arlingtonva.us/programs/vicap
http://aging-disability.arlingtonva.us/programs/vicap
http://data.arlingtonva.us
http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/odag
http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/odag


Phoenix Bikes Rolling Into Arlington Mill The homegrown nonprofit, which mentors young people through the teamwork of 
bike repair, will be moving into retail space in the community center at 909 S. Dinwiddie St. phoenixbikes.org
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TransportationUPDATES
New Bus Care and Storage Facility
A unique combination of ribbon cutting and bus wash, complete with VIPs onboard for the 

drive-through, celebrated September’s completion of the 
Arlington Transit (ART) Light Maintenance Facility at 3210 
S. Eads St. The new facility provides crucial storage space 
for 25 of 65 ART buses plus fueling, maintenance and 
wash service for the entire fleet. This is the first facility 
built specifically for Arlington’s local bus system. projects.
arlingtonva.us/projects/art-bus-facility

Columbia Pike Improvements: Four Mile Run to County Line
Washington Gas is wrapping up pre-construction efforts to relocate its in-street gas main on 
Columbia Pike. The County has issued an invitation for contractors to bid on this west end Pike 
project, which will include utility undergrounding and street improvements. The County Board 
is expected to consider approving the contract at its November meeting, and construction is 
expected to start early next year with the undergrounding and remaining utility upgrades, 
followed by streetscape improvements. projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/columbia-pike-
improvements-county-line-four-mile-run

Enhanced Washington and Wilson Boulevards
Recent upgrades along Washington Boulevard between McKinley Road and Lee Highway and 
Wilson Boulevard between Glebe Road and North Patrick Henry Drive include new markings at 
crosswalks, bike lanes and other added safety features. projects.arlingtonva.us/projects

Demolition of Elevated Clark Street in Crystal City
The County Board recently approved a contract to remove the elevated Clark Street roadway 
in Crystal City between 12th and 20th streets South. Removing the structure will improve the 
street network and create more development space. After the roadway and its overhead bridges 
are removed, new stormwater facilities, landscaping and traffic signals at 20th Street South and 
Route 1 will be added. Demolition is to begin this fall. projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/south-
clark-bell-street-demolition

Bikeshare’s Portable Hub of Information
The new Capital Bikeshare app gets riders on their way even before the rubber 

meets the road. The Bikeshare experience is enhanced through key features that let 
borrowers: 

• Locate bikes and neighborhood docks

• Purchase passes and get access 
codes without using a kiosk

• Receive notifications with the 
option of a timer-monitored ride

• Get confirmation of successful bike 
docking

• See current and accumulated ride 
mileage stats

The Capital Bikeshare mobile app is 
available on the App Store or Google Play.
Visit capitalbikeshare.com for more app 
details and all that Bikeshare has to offer. 

Bike Vocabulary Between the Lines
While biking comes with plenty of commute and health benefits, there are a few 

terms that may not fall under the “common sense” category for new riders. Here’s 
some basic street lingo for those preparing to explore Arlington behind handlebars.

Bike Lane: Striped or otherwise separated 
areas on the roadway designated for the 
preferential use of bicyclists over motor 
vehicles.

Green Lane: Painted-green bike lanes 
serving as a visual cue for drivers to be aware of 
potential cyclists. Green lanes can be found in 
Pentagon City and parts of north Arlington.

Sharrow: Road markings that indicate to 
people on bikes and in cars that the road can be 
used in full by those on two wheels and on four. 

For more bike terms, downloadable maps and other resources, visit bikearlington.com.

Lighting Our Way from Above 
As the days grow shorter, streetlights help keep you on your way - safely. When 

a light isn’t doing its job, the goal is for the fastest fix possible. The solution can be 
as simple as replacing a bulb or as 
extensive as tracing an underground 
utility problem. Dominion and 
the state also own streetlights in 
the County. From January to mid-
September of this year, the County 
received more than 850 repair 
requests. 

transportation.arlingtonva.us/
streets/street-lights

How to Report an Outage

Report a streetlight outage at  
topics.arlingtonva.us/reportproblem 
or call 703-228-6570. You’ll need to 
provide the street address for the light 
or nearest intersection. A pole number 
is also helpful. 

In a world full of smartphones and countless compass-like apps, navigating 
without technology may seem a thing of the past. But remember:

• Not everyone has a smartphone or constant access to one

• Smartphones break and can quickly run out of battery life

• It’s hard to consult a smartphone while zooming down a bike trail

In Arlington, wayfinding signs, maps and markings are important, dependable 
amenities on the pedestrian and bike-friendly landscape. The County has almost 
100 miles of multi-use trails and routes. With wayfinding, you can keep the phone 
in your pocket and still 
move ahead. 

Learn more 
about wayfinding at 
walkarlington.com.

Wayfinding: Getting There 
Without the Glowing Rectangle

http://phoenixbikes.org
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/art-bus-facility
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/art-bus-facility
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/columbia-pike-improvements-county-line-four-mile-run
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/columbia-pike-improvements-county-line-four-mile-run
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/south-clark-bell-street-demolition
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/south-clark-bell-street-demolition
http://capitalbikeshare.com
http://bikearlington.com
http://transportation.arlingtonva.us/streets/street-lights
http://transportation.arlingtonva.us/streets/street-lights
http://topics.arlingtonva.us/reportproblem
http://walkarlington.com


Turning Food Waste into Compost Drop off food scraps for composting at the Earth Products Recycling Yard, 4300 29th St. S. 
Contributions accepted Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Resulting compost is used for County landscaping, topsoil projects. 
recycling.arlingtonva.us
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When Water 
Catches Cold

Freezing temperatures create stress 
on water and sewer infrastructure. As 
more than 60 percent of Arlington’s 
water mains are a half-century old or 
older, breaks from cold weather are both 
unavoidable and unpredictable. Each 
incident brings its own set of challenges. 
Small leaks are easier to fix but can be 
harder to find. Large breaks can wreak 
havoc on traffic and sometimes cause 
damaging floods and water shortages. 

The County regularly monitors water 
pressure at various points in the system as 
a drop in pressure can signal a problem. 
But with approximately 500 miles of water 
mains and 465 miles of sanitary sewer 
pipes, residents play a crucial role by 
quickly reporting any breaks. What to do if 
you see one: Immediately call the 24-hour 
water and sewer emergency hotline at 
703-228-6555. An experienced employee 
will be dispatched to investigate, and you 
just may spare yourself and neighbors 
some bigger inconveniences down the 
road. Learn more at water.arlingtonva.us.

Add Sustainability 
to Kitchen and Bath 
Upgrades

Remodeling a kitchen or bathroom 
can be an intense experience. Among all 
the choices, water and energy efficiency 
can easily be overlooked.

The Arlington Initiative to Rethink 
Energy (AIRE) wants to help make such 
projects easier and greener. A free 
kitchen and bath pilot certification 
program has been established to 
complement the County’s popular 
Green Home Choice certification 
program.

Free consultations and a special 
kitchen/ bath checklist will guide you in 
making such spaces more comfortable, 
healthy and durable while generating 
lower energy and water bills. 

And upgrades can qualify for Arlington’s 
Home Energy Rebate Program.

Learn more at arlingtonenergy.us. 

The Arlington Initiative to Rethink 
Energy (AIRE) is celebrating 10 years of 
advancing serious energy savings across 
the County. 

Thanks to AIRE, Arlington has 
doubled its number of homes run with 
solar energy, in part through the Greater 
Arlington Solar Co-op. Some 500 Home 
Energy rebates have been issued with 
the help of Arlingtonians for a Clean 
Environment. Some 300 residents have 
voluntarily seen their dwellings become 
Green Home Choice certified homes. 
AIRE has supported scores of energy 
retrofit projects in dozens of facilities 
across Arlington, while 38 commercial 
developments have achieved LEED 
certified status. 

Together these efforts result in 
more than $3 million in annual energy 
savings for taxpayers, residents and 
businesses. AIRE has been recognized by 
local, state and national organizations 
for its groundbreaking work in energy 
efficiency and climate action. 

Learn how you 
can help create a 
climate of change 
at arlingtonenergy.
us. 

Storm Sewer 
Upgrades Reduce 
Flood Risks

The County has completed three 
storm sewer upgrade projects that will 
help reduce the risk of neighborhood 
flooding. The work was identified in the 
County’s Stormwater Master Plan as 
priorities based on historical flooding 
patterns and insufficient storm sewer 
capacity.

The West Little Pimmit Run project 
included the challenging installation 
of 1500 feet of larger pipe for a 
storm sewer between two residential 
properties, along with an upgrade 
to the drinking water main and four 
green street rain gardens to help filter 
stormwater runoff. 

The project at 24th Street North and 
Rockingham included installation of 
850 feet of larger storm sewer pipe, and 
upgrades to the water main and sanitary 
sewer lines. The project at 9th Road 
North and Livingston installed 1700 
feet of larger storm sewer pipe. Learn 
more at projects.arlingtonva.us/types/
environment.

FOG Clogs: Keep Pipes 
Peaceful this Holiday 
Season

When fats, oils 
and grease (FOG) are 
poured or washed 
down the drain, 
they build up on 
sewer pipe walls, 
restricting the flow 
of wastewater and over time can block 
the entire pipe. Blockages can send 
sewage out of manholes into streets 
and rivers, or up drains into homes and 
businesses, creating a health hazard and 
threatening the environment. 

Follow these easy steps to keep 
the pipes in your home and under the 
streets clog-free:

Can the grease. Pour grease into an 
empty can or container that can handle 
heat. Allow the hot liquid to cool or store 
in the freezer. Once it solidifies, throw it 
in the trash. 

Wipe before washing. To reduce 
the amount of grease residue left after 
cooking, wipe pans out with a paper 
towel prior to washing. 

Seal the oil. Mix liquid vegetable 
oil with an absorbent material like kitty 
litter or coffee grounds in a sealable 
container before throwing it in the trash.

It’s that time of year, cleaning 
up what trees send down. Or trees 
themselves. 

Bag Collection:  
Now Year-
Round

• Leaf bags are 
collected on 
your weekly 
trash day with 
yard trimmings.

• Always use biodegradable paper 
bags, no plastic: Leaves in plastic 
bags will not be collected.

• Biodegradable paper bags are 
available at County locations. 
Check online or on your leaf 
season cart hanger for the dates 
bags will be available and a list of 
locations.

• If you use a lawn service, 
coordinate to ensure they are 
aware of the collection schedule 
and that they use biodegradable 
paper bags.

Vacuum Collection:  
Nov. 13 – Dec. 22

• There will be two passes for each 
civic association area.

• Neighborhood signs are posted 3 
to 7 days before each pass. Dates 
on signs indicate the start date of 
the collection pass for that area. 
Leaves need to be at the curb 
on each posted date. The online 
leaf schedule will post dates and 
times when vacuum trucks will 
be operating in each zone. Follow 
the dates posted on the signs for 
the civic association area.

• Sign up for emailed schedules at 
arlingtonva.us/subscribe to know 
when vacuum trucks are in the 
neighborhood.

• Don’t park on leaf piles. That’s a 
fire hazard.

• Don’t put leaves under low-
hanging wires or near parked cars.

Find up-to-date leaf collection 
schedules at recycling.arlingtonva.us.

Christmas Tree Collection: 
Jan. 2 – 12

Christmas trees will be picked up 
curbside on scheduled trash days 
and can be dropped off at the Solid 
Waste Bureau, 4300 29th St. S., on 
the first Saturday of the month or via 
appointment by calling 703-228-6570.

Requirements:
• Remove the tree stand and 

decorations; do not put the tree 
in a bag; and place trees curbside 
before 7 a.m. on collection day

Holiday Service Schedule 
Reminders

There are no trash and recycling 
services on Monday, Dec. 25 and 
Monday, Jan. 1. The collection schedule 
will shift by 24 hours both weeks. 
Monday collection will occur Tuesday, 
Tuesday collection will occur Wednesday 
and so on, ending with Friday collection 
on Saturday.

Leaf Collections and a Post-Christmas Tradition

A Decade of Saving 
Energy, Serving 
Community 

Tip: Keep things flowing by 
pouring 1/2 cup baking soda down 
your drain followed by 1/2 cup 
vinegar. Wait 15 minutes, then rinse 
with hot water.

http://recycling.arlingtonva.us
http://water.arlingtonva.us
http://arlingtonenergy.us
http://arlingtonenergy.us
http://arlingtonenergy.us
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/types/environment
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/types/environment
http://arlingtonva.us/subscribe
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us


Help Wanted: Guardians for Neighbors The Department of Human Services seeks individuals to serve as court-appointed 
guardians for especially vulnerable adults in our community. Training and continued support are provided for this highly 
rewarding role. More information: hiking@arlingtonva.us or 703-228-1700.
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An Arlington Tradition of Holiday Caring

Shop Locally,  
Share Arlington Globally

The Made in Arlington 
pop-up store – dedicated 
to many things beautiful, 
wearable or edible from 
County entrepreneurs and 
artisans – is back and in a 
new home at the Library 
Plaza Shop in Courthouse. 

Sponsored by Arlington 
Economic Development in 
partnership with the Arlington Public Library, the shop daily offers 
custom chocolates, home goods, puzzles, coffee and more from 
November into December - just in time for holiday gift-giving. On 
every Thursday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., the pop-up will expand into 
the lobby of the County office building to offer more Arlington 
goods straight from the makers.

Among those whose wares 
will be available at the store:

Stas Casa from Can You Solve 
Me makes unique brainteaser 
puzzles at TechShop in Crystal 
City. Stas is a Moldovan-born 
entrepreneur whose passion for 
puzzles took root when he first 
solved the Rubik’s Cube. After a 
seven-year career in finance at 
Bloomberg, LP, he followed his 
entrepreneurial spirit into the 
puzzle business.

Fitness fans will want to check out Arlington Weaves, which 
brings beautiful hand-woven yoga mat straps to the shop. The 
weaving studio on Washington Boulevard, a signature program of 
Arlington Department of Human 
Services, has been the training 
and support center for artisans 
with intellectual disabilities for 
many years.

The Plaza Shop, located in 
the Plaza Branch Library on the 
first floor of 2100 Clarendon 
Blvd., is open weekdays only, 8 
a.m. – 5 p.m. More information: 
arlingtoneconomicdevelopment.
com/popup.

Bring joy – and choice – to your most 
vulnerable neighbors this holiday season 
through Arlington County’s annual Secret 
Santa program.

When you donate a gift card from 
an area store, you make it possible for 
recipients to buy what they – or their 
loved ones - really want or need. Choose 
cards from familiar retailers like Target, 
grocery stores, clothing stores and drug 
stores. 

One clear benefit of cards for families: 
parents can select just the right gifts for 
their children, safeguarding their dignity 
and strengthening bonds.

Donations will be distributed by the 
County’s Department of Human Services 

to more than 1,000 Arlington neighbors– 
children in foster care, people with 
disabilities and low-income seniors and 
families. 

Submit as many gift cards as you like, 
but please keep the value of each at 
$25 maximum. One hundred percent of 
donations go to help those in need – no 
administrative costs are deducted. And 
most donations are tax deductible. 

If you prefer to write a check, make 
it out to “Arlington County Treasurer – 
Secret Santa.” Staff will use the donation 
to buy gift cards. 

It is easy to become an Arlington 
Secret Santa. Just mail or hand-deliver 
gift cards or checks by Dec. 15 to: 

Secret Santa Program c/o Kurt Larrick, 
Department of Human Services, 
2100 Washington Blvd., Fourth Floor, 
Arlington, VA 22204.

Particularly welcome: 
undesignated gift cards, 
because they can be used 
where they’re most needed. 
But if you prefer, you can 
designate a card or check for a 
specific beneficiary group.

Include the value of the 
gift card if it is not printed on 
the card. Also include a return 
street address or email address 
to receive a thank you and a 
receipt for tax purposes. 

Most importantly: Happy holidays, 
joy and peace to the world.

publicassistance.arlingtonva.us/secret-
santa

http://hiking@arlingtonva.us
http://arlingtoneconomicdevelopment.com/popup
http://arlingtoneconomicdevelopment.com/popup
http://publicassistance.arlingtonva.us/secret-santa
http://publicassistance.arlingtonva.us/secret-santa
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ART is Arlington

The Accessibility of ART
A Night Out is 

More Fun with ART Where DO YOU TAKE ART?
Let ART be Your 

Weekend Ride

Ride ART. Relax. Repeat.Ride ART the Smart  Way
The ART of 

Getting Around
Riding Arlington Transit – ART buses is a great way to get 

around Arlington car free. People who live, work and play in 
Arlington can take the green and white ART buses to restaurants, 

shops, parks and more. ART also connects to Metrorail and 
Metrobus, making it easy to get to the entire DC metro region. 

Visit ArlingtonTransit.com to learn more.

Here are the various ways you can use ART to get around.

Where Can ART Take You?

All ART buses are fully accessible with wheelchair ramps and the 

ability to lower or kneel. Buses have two wheelchair securement 

areas and priority seating for senior citizens and people with 

disabilities. All stops are announced audibly and visually.

With ART’s late night service, you can go out to eat, catch a 

movie or connect to Metrorail to go into DC. ART routes 41, 43, 

45, 55, 75, 77 and 87 provide weekday service past 10 pm. 

On Saturdays, the routes run past 11 pm and, in most cases, 

until midnight or later.

Share a picture on ART’s Facebook page or send us a tweet at 

@ART_Alert letting us know how ART helps you get around Arlington.

Visit ArlingtonTransit.com to learn more about specific 

routes and get detailed route and schedule information.

On weekends you can take ART to farmers’ markets, parks, 

grocery stores and the mall. ART routes 41, 42, 43, 45, 51, 55, 

77 and 87 provide weekend service. On weekends, ART routes 

42 and 87 provide service to Pentagon City.

Avoid the stress of driving in traffic and take ART to work. 

ART has cross-County routes as well as connections to Metrorail 

stations so you can get around the entire DC metro region. 

New to Arlington or riding ART? ArlingtonTransit.com has 

route and schedule info for all of the 17 ART bus routes. 

Use CarFreeAtoZ.com to plan your trip and then 

CarFreeNearMe.com to find the ART bus stop closest to you. 

Finally, ART RealTime (arlingtontransit.com/realtime) will 

tell you when the next ART bus will arrive at your stop.

All SmarTrip cards allow free bus-to-bus transfers within 

2 hours of use. Cards can be purchased at the Commuter 

Stores located at the Bal lston Metro, Rosslyn Metro, 

Crystal City Metro and Shirlington Bus Station. For the 

Senior and Student cards, the user must be present at 

the time of purchase and show ID. 

The SmarTrip card makes it easy to ride ART for 
the $2.00 regular fare. Just tap the card on the 
fare box when you board the bus. The card also 
works on Metrobus and Metrorail. 

The Senior SmarTrip card is for seniors age 65  
and older and automatically gives them the 
$1.00 Senior fare on ART. The card also gives 
a discount on Metrobus and Metrorail. 

The iRide Student SmarTrip card is for Arlington 
students, K-12, and lets them ride ART for the 
$1.00 Student fare. The card also works on 
Metrobus and Metrorail for the regular fare. 
Learn more at ArlingtonTransit.com/iride.

Avoid the stress of driving in traffic and take ART to work. 

ART has cross-County routes as well as connections to Metrorail 

stations so you can get around the entire DC metro region. 

https://www.arlingtontransit.com
https://www.arlingtontransit.com
https://www.carfreeatoz.com
http://carfreenearme.com
https://www.arlingtontransit.com/pages/rider-tools/realtime/
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a discount on Metrobus and Metrorail. 
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students, K-12, and lets them ride ART for the 
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Metrobus and Metrorail for the regular fare. 
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Avoid the stress of driving in traffic and take ART to work. 
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https://www.arlingtontransit.com/iride
https://www.arlingtontransit.com


Making Carts Fresh Again Cart washing has been added to the list of free services provided at the Earth Products 
Yard, 4300 29th St. S. For County-provided carts only: trash (black), recycling (blue) and organics (green). First 
Saturday of the month, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. recycling.arlingtonva.us
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Great Gym Renovation, Bar None
Gymnastics popularity has doubled in 

Arlington, so we doubled up too. Barcroft Sports 
& Fitness Center has expanded the sport into a 
second gym to alleviate overcrowding and reduce 
waitlists. You’ll flip over the added training space, 
new equipment and room for added programs 
like acrobatics and power tumbling. Don’t miss an 
update. Sign up for Gymnastics eNews at parks.
arlingtonva.us/sign-up-for-gymnastics-updates.

A New Look for Four Mile Run
Arlington residents and neighbors to the south eased into fall with completed 

construction of the Four Mile Run Restoration project. Upgrades include 
naturalization of the stream bank with native vegetation for extensive new wildlife 
habitat, an observation platform and unique public art including a lengthy and 
inviting sculpture-like bench right along the bike trail. projects.arlingtonva.us/
projects/four-mile-run-stream-restoration

Lubber Run Community Center 
Conceptual Design Approved

The Lubber Run Community Center replacement project continues to move 
forward, with the County Board approving the design developed by VMDO, Inc. 
The final conceptual design responds to public concerns by further reducing the 
building’s footprint to preserve green space and mature trees, and to reduce the 
number of trees that will be removed.

“This project brings together so many Arlington values,” Arlington County 
Board Chair Jay Fisette said. “There was lots of community involvement and 
excitement surrounding the new design and plan. Attention was paid to 
functionality, energy efficiency, sustainability – and great design. This is truly a 
community project, and it will produce a center we can all be proud of.” projects.
arlingtonva.us/types/parks/lubber-run-community-center-project

Events Around Arlington

Nov. 5
Bilingual Walk
An exploration led in Spanish 
and English through Long 
Branch Park covering local 
animals and the land. Free hot 
chocolate, coffee or tea at Long Branch Nature 
Center at walk’s end. Free, 3:30 to 5 p.m. but 
registration required: registration.arlingtonva.us 
or call 703-228-4747, use activity code 612957-
M. 625 S. Carlin Springs Rd.
Nov. 17 – Nov. 19
Arlington Artists Alliance Artful 
Weekend 2017
See the work of 40 top Arlington-based artists 
at the 15th Annual Artful Weekend at historic 
Hendry House in Fort C.F. Smith Park. An early 
holiday event, great for finding gifts. Free. 
Opening reception is Nov. 17, 6 to 8 p.m. Meet 
the artists and enjoy light refreshments. The 
show will also be open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Nov. 18 and noon to 4 p.m. on Nov. 19. 2411 
24th St. N. parks.arlingtonva.us/events/artful-
weekend-at-ft-cf-smith-3
Nov. 28
Documenting Doughboys:  
Exploring World War I Through 
the National Archives
A 1973 fire in St. Louis destroyed America’s 
WWI military service records. Constance 
Potter, a retired National Archives archivist, 

will discuss how other documents can attest 
to an ancestor’s participation in WWI. Free, 
6:30 p.m. Central Library Auditorium, 1015 N. 
Quincy St. library.arlingtonva.us
Dec. 1
Fun Nights for Young People with 
Disabilities and Their Families
Every first Friday of each month through May, 
Langston-Brown Community Center offers 
a variety of great self-guided activities for 
families of children with disabilities ages 4-17. 
A different activity featured each time, with 
stations to support movement, senses, art, 
games, even a quiet room. 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
Just $1.50 per person, cash only,  
no pre-registration. More information:  
703-228-5210. 2121 N. Culpeper St. 
Dec. 11
“Flash Points: Lessons Learned and Not 
Learned in Malawi, Kosovo, Iraq and 
Afghanistan.” 
Author Jade Wu worked on 
U.S. foreign assistance projects 
in several countries and her 
foreign affairs analyses have 
appeared in a number of 
publications including the 
New York Times, International 
Herald Tribune and Foreign Policy Journal. 
Free, 7 p.m. Central Library Auditorium, 1015  
N. Quincy St. library.arlingtonva.us

Carver Place Historical Marker Dedication
Significant 20th century Arlington history is now commemorated by new 

markers at Carver Place, 1316 S. Rolfe St. The works detail the history of the George 
Washington Carver Co-Op Homes – built in 1943 to house African Americans 
displaced by the construction of the Pentagon – as well as the Carver Homes’ 
acclaimed and prolific architect, Albert I. Cassell. 

http://recycling.arlingtonva.us
https://parks.arlingtonva.us/sign-up-for-gymnastics-updates/
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/four-mile-run-stream-restoration
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/four-mile-run-stream-restoration
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/types/parks/lubber-run-community-center-project
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/types/parks/lubber-run-community-center-project
http://registration.arlingtonva.us
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/events/artful-weekend-at-ft-cf-smith-3
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/events/artful-weekend-at-ft-cf-smith-3
http://library.arlingtonva.us
http://library.arlingtonva.us


A Tree Still Grows on North Nottingham A neighborhood petition and flexibility from the property’s homebuilder has paid off in 
continued life for what is believed to be the largest Willdenow’s oak in Virginia. The natural hybrid between a black oak and a southern 
red oak has a circumference of more than 18 feet and is an Arlington “champion tree.” environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/support-trees
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High View Park Improvements a Must-Play
Whether it’s lunch at the upgraded picnic area, sports on the re-graded field 

or the comfort of the new bleachers with ADA viewing, park fans will now find 
increased accessibility and durability at High View on North Dinwiddie Street. (Psst, 
more greenery too!) Phase 2 of the improvements project are complete and also 
include better irrigation and family restrooms. projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/high-
view-park-phase-2-field-lighting-restroom-improvements

World War I Film Series in November 
at Central Library

Featuring four powerful motion pictures 
depicting realistic and harrowing accounts of “The 
Great War.” Each film will be introduced at 6 p.m. by 
an Arlington World War I Task Force guest speaker. 
commissions.arlingtonva.us/WWI

Arlington Central Library Auditorium,  
1015 N. Quincy St.

Nov. 13: “Paths of Glory” [1957]

Nov. 20: “All Quiet on the Western Front” [1930]*

Nov. 27: “War Horse” [2011]

Nov. 30: “The Very Long Engagement” [2004]

*Nov. 20 program will include a screening of a  
student-made short film about Arlington during World War I, 
produced for the Document Arlington Project with Arlington 
Independent Media. library.arlingtonva.us

Coming Soon: Fort C.F. Smith  
Civil War Visitor Center

Beginning this winter, Ft. C.F. Smith will be the place to learn even more about 
Union soldiers and civilian life in Arlington during the Civil War. A new visitor center 
in the park’s tractor barn will feature an array of intriguing artifacts including buttons 
and equipment pieces unearthed during archeological digs at the park and its fellow 
Arlington defensive site Fort Ethan Allen. 

Both fortifications were part of a ringed 
defense of the U.S. capital. Several northern 
regiments were stationed at C.F. Smith, mainly 
New Yorkers but also soldiers from the 107th 
United States Colored Troops of Kentucky. 

Most funding for the visitor center project 
comes from revenue generated from rentals 
of the park’s elegant Hendry House mansion 

as well as support from 
the Department of 
Environmental Services. 

Learn more: parks.
arlingtonva.us/locations/
fort-cf-smith-park.

For more info on these programs and more

(703) 228.1850 • www.arlingtonarts.org 

Arlington Cultural Affairs is a Division of Arlington Economic Development.

WINTER 2017

Photos: Tongue In Cheek Jazz Band by Devon Rowland; NOVA by Shannon Collis

GROOVIN’ ON THE PIKE • 7-9pm
CAZ GARDINER • Friday, November 3
TONGUE IN CHEEK JAZZ BAND • Friday, December 1 
Columbia Pike Branch Library ~ 816 South Walter Reed Drive

Shake out after-hours at the library with the soulful sounds 
of Caz Gardner and the retro-raucous Tongue in Cheek Band. 
Dance your dust-cover off back in the stacks, on First Fridays 
in November and December! Free admission. Libations will 
be available.

ANNUAL FINE CRAFT SHOW AND SALE
Saturday, November 11 • 10am-4pm
Sunday, November 12 • Noon-4pm
Lee Arts Center ~ 5722 Lee Highway

NOVA: A FULL DOME PROJECTION BY SHANNON COLLIS
November 17-19 
Multiple Screenings, TBD
David M. Brown Planetarium
1426 North Quincy Street 
(Virginia Square Metro)

Nova is an immersive, visual and 
sonic environment born from small- 
scale material tests captured through video and time-lapse 
photography. In partnership with the Friends of the David M. 
Brown Planetarium. Free registration on Eventbrite required.

2ND ANNUAL HOW-TO VIDEO FESTIVAL
Saturday, December 2 • 12:00pm 
Arlington Central Library  
1015 North Quincy Street (Ballston or Virginia Square Metro) 

As profiled in Washington Post Express, these informative 
and entertaining instructional videos from around the metro 
area by local makers—amateur and professional. Curated 
by Arlington Arts New Media Curator Paul Shortt with juror 
Katelyn Attanasio, Arlington Public Library Maker Librarian.

ALL 
EVENTS 

FREE

http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/support-trees
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/high-view-park-phase-2-field-lighting-restroom-improvements
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/high-view-park-phase-2-field-lighting-restroom-improvements
http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/WWI
http://library.arlingtonva.us
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/locations/fort-cf-smith-park
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/locations/fort-cf-smith-park
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/locations/fort-cf-smith-park
http://www.arlingtonarts.org
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Get caught up on Season 2 of Historical Markers at apsva.us/historicalmarkers. This season 
includes stops at: Henry Wright Park; Little Saigon in Clarendon; Jackson City; and the Green 
Valley Pharmacy.

APS 
NEWS

Your School Board

Residents who wish to meet with a 
Board member may do so on a walk-
in basis during Open Office Hours on 
Mondays from 5-7 p.m. on days when 
school is in session. School Board 
members also meet by appointment 
with small groups of individuals to 
discuss issues or positions. If Monday 
is a holiday, Open Office Hours are 
held the following Tuesday from 8:30-
10:30 a.m.

School Board Meetings:

Arlington School Board meeting 
dates, times, agendas and other 
information are available online at 
apsva.us/schoolboard.

School Board Office 
1426 N. Quincy St. 
Arlington, VA 22207 
703-228-6015
703-228-7640 (fax)
school.board@apsva.us

Barbara Kanninen, Chair
Reid Goldstein, Vice Chair

L-R: James Lander, Tannia Talento, 
Nancy Van Doren 

On Monday, Sept. 18, Wakefield 
teacher Michelle Cottrell-Williams 
stood at the front of the room with 
seven other teachers at the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts in Richmond. In 
the audience sat her family, her principal 
Dr. Chris Willmore, Superintendent Dr. 
Pat Murphy and School Board Chair 
Dr. Barbara Kanninen. They were all 
waiting for Virginia Superintendent 
of Instruction Dr. Steve Staples to 
announce the 2018 Virginia Teacher of 
the Year.

It was a moment that resembled the 
Oscars. “We all had to stand up. It felt like 
Miss America,” said Cottrell-Williams. “We 
are all hoping that they say our name. 
They had a sealed envelope and it said 
Region Four and I thought to myself; 
wait that’s my region…the teachers next 
to me were so sweet and supportive.” 
She continued, “I don’t have words. It 
was amazing to think that what I do, 
my approach to my students, the way I 
feel about education, other people see 
that as something to be honored; to be 
passed along to other teachers. I feel a 
responsibility. It’s definitely an honor.”

Cottrell-Williams has been teaching 
for 11 years in Arlington as a social 

Wakefield’s Michelle Cottrell-Williams 
Named Virginia’s Teacher of the Year

studies teacher for grades 
9-12. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree from 
Utah State University 
and a master’s degree 
from George Washington 
University.

Cottrell-Williams believes 
that education is not a “one-
size-fits-all” arena. “Every 
year brings a different 
group of students, and they 
come with varying needs. 
I believe it is so important 
to give all students a safe 
environment in which to learn without 
negating their own backgrounds, 
cultures, and identities.” She strives to be 
a teacher who embraces the differences 
of each student who walks through her 
door.

She regards the current educational 
system as a series of benchmarks, in the 
form of grades and standardized tests, 
that were developed to measure student 
learning and success. “I visualize it as a 
child’s shape-sorting toy, but instead 
of many differently shaped holes, the 
holes are all round, a reflection of our 
society’s desire to hold all students to 
some predetermined standard of what 
success is supposed to look like. But, 
our students are not all the same,” said 
Cottrell-Williams.

Cottrell-Williams has spent the last 
decade developing a true passion 
for culturally responsive teaching. “I 
make it a priority in my classroom to 
include people from all walks of life, 
including the many racial, social, and 
religious groups that exist in our world. 
The learning activities I design are 
suitable for diverse learners, supportive 
of my instructional outcomes, and 

cognitively engaging. I strive to make 
the curriculum interesting, rigorous, and 
relevant to the lives of the particular 
students I work with each year.”

One thing she wants her students 
to know is that she is vulnerable and 
human. “In my classroom, I model 
vulnerability by letting students see my 
mistakes, my humanity, and showing 
them that even when we don’t have it all 
together, we are still good enough. Each 
year, I explicitly teach about humiliation 
and shame, while giving them space 
to explore their own triggers. I teach 
my students how to celebrate their 
strengths and how to show empathy in 
times of need. We practice vulnerability 
and discover together that what feels like 
weakness in ourselves looks like courage 
in others. We experience the power that 
comes from hearing the words, ‘Me, too.’”

To learn more about Cottrell-Williams 
and her career as an educator, subscribe 
to the What’s Up, APS? podcast and listen 
to the Oct. 3 episode.

Cottrell-Williams will now represent 
Virginia for the 2018 National Teacher 
of the Year Award, which will be 
announced at the White House next 
spring.

...With Our Community
Over the course of the year, APS 

communicates with families, staff 
and the community on a variety of 
topics. The APS Mobile app is one 
of the tools we use to communicate 
with stakeholders.

The APS Mobile app is free to 
download from the Apple Store, 
GooglePlay and other app services. 
Just search for “Arlington Public 
Schools,” download the app, and 
customize to your school.

Connecting...

APS MOBILE APP 
• FREE download
• Multiple languages
• Peachjar e-Flyers 
• News/social media
• Events
• Sports schedules
• Lunch menus and 

MySchoolBucks
• ParentVUE
• Emergency alerts
• Contact info

with

ENGAGE APSPlease get involved and “Engage 
with APS” to help APS address growing 
enrollment and future needs. Here are 
some of the upcoming opportunities for 
community participation:

• Middle School Boundaries – The 
Superintendent will make his 
recommendations on Nov. 14. There 
will be a public hearing on Nov. 30 
and the School Board is scheduled 
to act on the boundary changes on 
Dec. 14. 

• The 2018-24 Strategic Plan – 
Over the next year, APS will work 
closely with community leaders, 
APS families, and many important 
stakeholder groups to develop a new, 

Upcoming Engagement Opportunities
six-year strategic plan. Staff 
and community involvement 
is essential to the creation 
of a strategic plan in order 
to identify focus areas for 
school system improvement.

• High School Seats at 
Education Center and 
Career Center – A total of 
1,300 seats will be added, 
500-600 at each location. 
The program and instructional focus, 
design concepts, and potential high 
school boundary adjustments are 
among the considerations that will 
be addressed during discussions 
throughout the fall.  

Final recommendations will be made 
to the School Board by December. 

For more information, visit apsva.us/
engage, email engage@apsva.us or call 
703-228-6310.

https://www.apsva.us/aetv/historical-markers-video-series/
mailto:school.board%40apsva.us?subject=
https://www.apsva.us/about-the-school-board/
https://www.apsva.us/engage
https://www.apsva.us/engage
mailto:engage%40apsva.us?subject=
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Earlier this summer, the Departments 
of Instruction and of Student Services 
and Special Education consolidated into 
a unified department. In late September, 
staff unveiled its new name: the 
Department of Teaching and Learning.

The change in the department name 
represents the collective efforts to 
support students and staff within APS. 
The new department is made up of the 
offices of Career, Technical, and Adult 
Education; Curriculum and Instruction; 
Early Childhood and Elementary 
Education; Secondary Education; Special 
Education; and Student Services.

“As we seek to ensure that each 
student is safe, supported, healthy, 

Reorganization Creates Department of Teaching and Learning
challenged and 
engaged, the work 
of the Department of 
Teaching and Learning 
combines our focus 
on academics with 
building high levels 
of community for 
students within our 
schools,” said Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. Tara 
Nattrass.

Mission
To ignite a passion 

for learning with equitable access and 
multiple pathways where learners 
connect, create and innovate.

Vision
All individuals continually strive for 

their best as learners and global citizens.

NOV

6

NOV

10

Mark Your Calendars

Timeframe for applying 
for a transfer to a 
neighborhood middle or 
high school (if space is 
available) or to apply to a 
countywide option school 
or program (AP Network, 
Arlington Tech, H-B 
Woodlawn, Immersion, or 
International Baccalaureate). 
Through Jan. 19

NOVEMBER

Veterans Day
No School

NOV

14
Superintendent Presents 
Middle School Boundary 
Recommendations

NOV

22
Thanksgiving Break
Through Nov. 24
No School

NOV

30
Public Hearing
on Middle School Boundary 
Recommendations

DEC

14
School Board Action 
on Middle School Boundary 
Recommendations

Follow Us! For all the latest news and 
information, follow APS on social media: 

fb.com/ArlingtonPublicSchools @APSVirginia youtube.com/AETVaps @APSVirginia @APSVirginia

Do you love podcasts? We encourage 
you to take a listen to APS’ new What’s Up, 
APS?, an inside look at Arlington Public 
Schools hosted by Communications 
Coordinator Frank Bellavia.

Each episode invites listeners to learn 
more about APS’ dynamic teachers and 
their innovative approaches to learning 
inside and outside the classroom, as 
well as providing valuable tips and 
information on behind-the-scenes 
initiatives that ensure APS meets 
the needs of the whole child. Recent 
episodes feature teacher Kate Miller’s 
PolarTrek to the South Pole; an inside 
look at the Global Village Summer 

Program; teacher Jennifer Burgin’s 
Explorer trip to the Galapagos Islands; 
a conversation with 2018 Virginia 
Teacher of the Year Michelle Cottrell-
Williams; the new cuisine being served 
up in the cafeterias; and interviews with 
counselors to find out what families 
need to know about teen substance 
abuse. To listen to these episodes, visit 
apsva.us/podcast. 

What’s Up, APS? is available on iTunes 
and Google Play.

To ask a question about a previous 
podcast or to suggest a topic for a future 
episode, email apsnews@apsva.us.

Check out the new podcast What’s Up, APS?

What’s Up 
APS?

DECEMBER

DEC

22
Winter Break
Through Dec. 29
No School

JAN

1
New Years Day
No School

JANUARY

JAN

15
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Holiday
No School

JAN

19
Last Day to Apply for a 
transfer to a middle school 
or high school, or for a 
countywide option school 
or program.

JAN

22
Kindergarten 
Information Night
Washington-Lee HS , 7 p.m. 
(Snow Date: Jan. 29)

To view the complete calendar, visit: 
www.apsva.us/calendar

Stay informed and Engage with APS: Find out more about community engagement opportunities at 
apsva.us/engage. Features include a calendar of upcoming meetings; one-page overviews; copies of all 
presentations, reports and data; videos of meetings; online feedback forms; and FAQ. with

ENGAGE APS

Stay Tuned! 
Our annual Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr., Literary and Visual Arts 
Contest begins this month, with 
entries due in December. Winners 
will be announced in January. 

Contest details and topic(s) will 
be posted online later this month 
at www.apsva.us/mlkcontest.

https://www.apsva.us/engage
https://www.apsva.us
mailto:apsnews%40apsva.us?subject=
https://www.apsva.us
https://www.apsva.us
https://www.apsva.us/calendar
https://www.facebook.com/pg/ArlingtonPublicSchools/events/
https://twitter.com/APSVirginia?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnN8UMnPFiq7XExp7_Bo39A
https://www.instagram.com/apsvirginia/
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Legal Aid for Immigrants 
and Refugees

Recognizing the many new challenges facing 
immigrants and refugees, Arlington County has awarded 
a $100,000 grant to the Legal Aid Justice Center to 
expand their services for immigrants and refugees who 
live in Arlington.

The County Board voted unanimously to award the 
one-time funding in September.

“Arlington is leading the way by being the first 
jurisdiction in Virginia to create a specific funding source 
for legal representation for its immigrant residents facing 
deportation proceedings,” said Rebecca Wolozin, attorney 
for the justice group.

The funding will support and expand the legal services 
related to immigration enforcement that six non-profit 
providers already offer Arlington residents.

Learn more: topics.arlingtonva.us/resources-immigrants.

County Manager Mark Schwartz launched the Fiscal 
Year 2019 budget season earlier this fall with a series 
of community roundtables around Arlington. During 
these sessions, Schwartz and his Executive Leadership 
Team shared information about the budget process 
and challenges facing the County. Participants had 
the chance to communicate their priorities for funding 
services and programs. The advanced input is helping 
shape the County Manager’s FY ‘19 budget plan.

But this is just the beginning of the process. In 
addition to public insights, the County Manager will 
receive guidance from the County Board, which will 
also inform the development of his budget proposal.

Once the Board has received the Manager’s outline 
in February, it will hold a series of work sessions and 
public hearings in the spring. The Board will ultimately vote on and adopt a FY ‘19 County budget in April 2018.

Learn more at budget.arlingtonva.us and watch for ways to engage and during the budget process by 
subscribing to the Arlington Insider e-newsletter at arlingtonva.us/subscribe. 

Building the County’s Fiscal Year 2019 Budget 

Construyendo el Presupuesto del Condado 
para el año fiscal 2019 

El Administrador del Condado Mark Schwartz lanzó la temporada 
presupuestaria del año fiscal 2019 a principios del otoño con una serie de mesas 
redondas comunitarias alrededor de Arlington. Durante estas sesiones, Schwartz 
y su equipo de liderazgo ejecutivo compartieron información sobre el proceso 
presupuestario y los desafíos que enfrenta el Condado. Los participantes tuvieron 
la oportunidad de exponer sus ideas sobre cómo financiar los diferentes servicios y 
programas. Estos aportes están ayudando a desarrollar el plan presupuestarios del 
Administrador del Condado para el AF ‘19.

Pero esto es solo el comienzo del 
proceso. Además de las opiniones 
públicas, el Administrador del 
Condado recibirá instrucciones de 
la Junta del Condado que también 
informarán el desarrollo de su 
propuesta presupuestaria.

Una vez la Junta reciba la propuesta 
presupuestaria del Administrador en 
febrero, esta llevará acabo una serie 
de sesiones de trabajo y audiencias 
públicas en la primavera. La Junta 
votará y adoptará el presupuesto del 
año fiscal 2019 en abril de 2018.

Para ver más información visite 
budget.arlingtonva.us (en inglés) y para 
mantenerse informado sobre como 
participar en el proceso presupuestario 
suscríbase al boletín electrónico 
Arlington Insider (en inglés) en 
arlingtonva.us/subscribe.

Mantenga sus tuberías limpias durante las 
fiestas de fin de añoAyuda legal para inmigrantes y refugiados 

Reconociendo los muchos desafíos que están enfrentan los inmigrantes 
y refugiados, el Condado de Arlington ha otorgado una subvención de $ 
100,000 al Legal Aid Justice Center con el fin de ampliar sus servicios para los 
inmigrantes y refugiados que viven en Arlington.

La Junta de Gobierno voto de manera unánime para aprobar esta 
financiación no recurrente. 

 “Arlington está liderando el camino al ser la primera jurisdicción 
en Virginia en crear una fuente específica de financiamiento para la 
representación legal de sus residentes inmigrantes que enfrentan 
procedimientos de deportación”, dijo Rebecca Wolozin, abogada del Legal 
Aid Justice Center.

Los fondos respaldarán y ampliarán los servicios legales relacionados con 
el cumplimiento de la ley de inmigración que seis proveedores sin fines de 
lucro ya ofrecen a los residentes de Arlington. 

Para más información visite: https://topics.arlingtonva.us/inmigracin.

Consejo: Mantenga sus tuberías limpias echando 1/2 taza de 
bicarbonato de sodio por el desagüe seguido de 1/2 taza de vinagre. 
Espere 15 minutos, luego enjuague con agua caliente.

Cuando las grasas y los aceites (FOG por sus siglas en inglés) se vierten 
por el desagüe, estas se acumulan en las tuberías del alcantarillado, 
restringiendo el flujo de las aguas residuales y con el tiempo 
pueden bloquear toda la tubería. Las obstrucciones pueden llevar a 
desbordamientos de las aguas residuales por las alcantarillas a las calles y 
los ríos, o a los desagües en los hogares y empresas, generando problemas 
de salud y una amenaza al medio ambiente.

Siga estos pasos para mantener las tuberías en su hogar y bajo las calles 
libres de obstrucciones:

• Vierta la grasa en una lata de metal. Deje que la grasa se enfrié o 
guárdela en el congelador. Una vez la grasa este solidificada tirela en la 
basura. 

• Limpie antes de lavar. Para reducir la cantidad de grasa residual 
después de cocinar, limpie las ollas con un papel absorbente de cocina 
antes de lavarlas. 

• Mezcle aceite vegetal líquido con un material absorbente, como arena 
para gatos o café molido, en un recipiente hermético antes de tirarlo a 
la basura.

http://topics.arlingtonva.us/resources-immigrants
http://budget.arlingtonva.us
http://arlingtonva.us/subscribe
http://budget.arlingtonva.us
http://arlingtonva.us/subscribe
https://topics.arlingtonva.us/inmigracin/

