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NEWS

2015 ANNUAL
WATER QUALITY REPORT

Arlington’s High-Quality Water
This annual “Consumer Confidence 

Report,” required by the Safe Drinking 
Water Act, tells you where your water 
comes from, what our tests show about 
it and other things you should know 
about drinking water. 

Arlington’s Department of 
Environmental Services (DES) provides 

residents with a safe and reliable supply 
of high-quality drinking water. DES 
tests County water using sophisticated 
equipment and advanced procedures. 
Our water meets all state and federal 
standards for quality. View this report 
online at water.arlingtonva.us; search 
“water quality report.”

Notice to building managers for office, commercial and multifamily residential buildings: Please 
share the information in the Water Quality Report with all occupants of your facility. Contact the 
Water Control Center at 703-228-6555 for additional information or copies of this report.

 Aviso a los administradores de edificios de oficinas, propiedades comerciales y unidades 
residenciales: Por favor comparta la información de este informe sobre la Calidad del Agua con 
los ocupantes de su establecimiento. Comuniquese con el Centro Para Control del Agua al  
703-228-6555 para mayor información o para recibir copias de este informe. 

To provide a more resilient water flow for south Arlington, the County replaced a key 24-inch Pressure Regulating Valve last year. The Lee elevated tank in north Arlington holds 
a half million gallons on water.

Where Arlington’s Water Comes From 

What’s in the Water? 

Arlington County purchases water 
from the Washington Aqueduct 
Division of the Army Corps of 
Engineers. The Washington Aqueduct 
operates two water treatment plants 
in the District of Columbia. The plants 
treat water from a surface water 
source, the Potomac River.

Arlington’s water is treated at 
the Dalecarlia Treatment Plant 
located on MacArthur Boulevard in 
Northwest Washington. The Interstate 
Commission on the Potomac 
River Basin conducted the Source 
Water Assessment of the Potomac 

River watershed in April 2002. The 
assessment identified urban runoff, 
toxic spills, agriculture and inadequate 
wastewater treatment as potential 
contamination sources to the water 
supply. Contact the Interstate 
Commission on the Potomac River 
Basin at 301-984-1908 for more 
information. 

Arlington County maintains 
water quality assurance through our 
regular water distribution and storage 
evaluation and routine water sampling 
analysis.

The sources of drinking water – both 
tap water and bottled water – include 
rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, 
springs and wells. As water travels over 
the surface of the land or through the 
ground, it dissolves naturally occurring 
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive 
material. The water also can pick up 
substances resulting from animals or 
human activity. 

Contaminants that may be present in 
sources water include: 
•  Microbial contaminants, such as 

viruses and bacteria, which may 
come from sewage treatment plants, 
septic systems, agricultural livestock 
operations and wildlife. 

•  Inorganic contaminants, such as 
salts and metals, which can be 
naturally occurring or results from 
urban stormwater runoff, industrial 
or domestic wastewater discharges, 

oil and gas production, mining, or 
farming. 

•  Pesticides and herbicides, which may 
come from a variety of sources such as 
agriculture, urban stormwater runoff 
and residential uses. 

•  Organic chemical contaminants, 
including synthetic and volatile organic 
chemicals, which are by-products of 
industrial processes and petroleum 
production, and can also come from 
gas stations, urban stormwater runoff 
and septic systems. 

•  Radioactive containments, which can 
be naturally occurring or the result 
of oil and gas production and mining 
activities. 

The water treatment process removes 
contaminants, making Arlington’s water 
safe to drink.
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A redevelopment plan approved by 
the County Board in March promises 
to transform eastern Rosslyn and the 
Rosslyn skyline over the next 25 years.

The approved Rosslyn Plaza 
project is the most massive single site 
redevelopment ever approved for 
Rosslyn, and the first approved by the 
Board under the 2015 Rosslyn Sector 
Plan.

When completed, the redevelopment 
will replace seven aging mid-rise 
buildings — built on a superblock 
in the 1960s-70s — with up to 2.5 
million square feet of office, retail and 
residential development. Five new 
high-rise structures, within walking 
distance of the Rosslyn Metro Station, 
will offer sweeping views across the 
Potomac River of the Washington, D.C. 
monumental core. 

The plan calls for breaking up the 
current superblock, bounded by 19th 
Street North, North Kent Street, Wilson 
Boulevard and North Arlington Ridge 
Road, into three new blocks by adding 
two new east-west streets. In addition, 
developers Vornado/Charles E. Smith 
and Gould Property Company will build 
a 0.81-acre rectangular park on the site 
and build portions of the vehicle-free 

Esplanade, fronting I-66, which was 
envisioned in the Rosslyn Sector Plan.  

The project will be built in five 
phases, with each phase providing new 
buildings and public 
improvements to the 
street network. Each 
phase will go through 
the site plan process, 
including public review 
and final approval by 
the County Board.

When completed, 
Rosslyn Plaza will be 
a giant step forward 
in the community’s 
long-term effort to 
transform Rosslyn into 

a more vibrant, walkable neighborhood 
with a better balance of office, retail and 
residential development — and more 
and better public open spaces.

A Step Closer to Transforming Rosslyn

Your New Transitway Has Arrived
Now open: special new dedicated bus lanes in Crystal City 

and Potomac Yard – providing faster, more reliable trips for 
bus riders.  

Two rush hour bus lanes
•  Crystal Drive – northbound 

curbside lane between 26th 
& 15th Streets.

•  South Clark/Bell Street –  
one southbound lane 
between 15th & 26th 
Streets.

During rush hours, use is 
restricted to buses only (and 
turning cars): 
•  Weekdays 6-9 a.m. and 3:30-

7 p.m. – only buses allowed; 
other vehicles may enter 
only to make a right turn at 
the next corner or driveway. 

Other than these rush 
hour times, any vehicle (car, 
bike, truck or bus) may use 
the lane. Illuminated signs 

above the lane and signage along the street will indicate 
when the bus-only restriction is enforced. 

Exclusive bus lanes 
We also have several lanes for 

bus use only. These are located 
alongside South Glebe Road, 
Route 1 and Crystal Drive up 
to 26th Street. These lanes are 
separated from general traffic 
by a curb. Only authorized buses 
and emergency vehicles can use 
these lanes. No cars, bikes or 
trucks allowed at any time. 

Common questions  
Q.  As a driver, how do I make a 

right turn using the rush hour 
bus-only lane? 

A.  A dashed lane marking 
indicates where you can enter 
the bus lane prior to a corner 
or driveway. Be sure to signal and yield to oncoming buses 
before entering the lane. 

Q.  Can cyclists use the bus lanes? 
A.  Cyclists are allowed to use the bus lane where arrows are 

marked on the pavement and the signage indicates “Bicycles 
OK,” but they may not use the bus lane where a dedicated 
bike lane exists. Cyclists must use the bike lane adjacent to 
the bus lane on sections of Clark Street and Crystal Drive. 



Arlington County Government never 
stops working and now it’s even more 
accessible. 

The County’s Open Government 
Program has stepped up efforts to serve 
and engage the public more effectively. 
The results make the County even 
more transparent through increased 
availability of data.

Broadcasting (more) 
meetings

Can’t make it to a 7 p.m. meeting?  
You can now watch live from anywhere 
or on-demand at any time. 

Arlington TV (ATV) is now broadcasting 
meetings of the Planning and Transportation 
Commissions – along with County Board 
meetings and work sessions – on Comcast 
Channel 74 and Verizon Channel 39. 
Or you can watch a live webstream at 
tv.arlingtonva.us/watch. You can also 

find archived on-demand video on the 
County website. 

Open Data portal 
The expanded Arlington Data 

portal (data.arlingtonva.us) offers 
access to a wealth of data, including 
topics such as public safety, health 
and food inspections, demographics, 
economic indicators, transportation, 
and real estate. The portal provides an 
opportunity to analyze and visualize raw 
data from many angles – innovators are 
most welcome. 

Features include: 
•  Search box to help find the information 

you’re seeking.

•  Icons that indicate the format of the 
data (dashboard, visualization, etc.).

•  Feedback tool for requesting new 
data sets (you can also view submitted 
requests under consideration).
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Your County Government: More Open than Ever

The Citizen is a bimonthly publication of Arlington County: 
available online at arlingtonva.us/citizen-newsletter/

P.Golkin (Editor)

703-228-3120 (voice)
703-228-4611 (TTY) publicaffairs@arlingtonva.us. 

Printed on 100 percent recycled paper, 30-40  
percent post-consumer content.

Service for Visually Imparied Readers – Metropolitan 
Washington Ear offers free reading of The Citizen for 
people with physical disabilities who cannot effectively 
read print. More information: 301-681-6636,  
www.washear.org or email information@washear.org.

Your County Board

County Board Office 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300 
Arlington, VA 22201 
703-228-3130, 703-228-4611 (TTY)
703-228-7430 (fax)
countyboard@arlingtonva.us

Upcoming County Board Meetings
May 14 – Regular Meeting
May 17 – Recessed Meeting
June 18 – Regular Meeting
June 21 – Recessed Meeting
July 16 – Regular Meeting
July 19 – Recessed Meeting 

View the full schedule online at 
countyboard.arlingtonva.us/meetings.

Libby Garvey, Chair, and Jay Fisette, Vice Chair

Katie Cristol, Christian Dorsey, John Vihstadt 

The County has joined the very local Nextdoor social network — to connect more directly with neighbors 
in their neighborhoods. For more information: nextdoor.com.

Get Social with Arlington

@ArlingtonVA

ArlingtonVA

Arlington County

arlingtoncountyva

Interested in getting more 
involved? Visit arlingtonva.us, search 
“Engage Arlington” to find a way to 
make a difference in our community. 
You will see opportunities to share 
feedback online – and learn about 
ways to get more deeply involved.

Engage Arlington

At its inaugural 
meeting in March, 
the County Board’s 
Audit Committee 
identified its 
first three audit 
assignments for the 
new County Board 
Auditor: tracking 
site plan conditions; 
medical services at Arlington County 
Detention Facility; and ambulance billing. 

The Audit Committee selected the 
assignments from a list of 33 suggestions 
provided by advisory commissions, the 
County Manager and Board Auditor Jessica 
A. Tucker, who started in the new post 
early this year. 

The Audit Committee is composed of  
two Arlington County Board members,  
Vice Chair Jay Fisette and John Vihstadt; 
three community members; County 
Manager Mark Schwartz; and Acting 
Director of the Department of 
Management and Finance Maria Meredith.

To read more – and to suggest an 
audit – visit arlingtonva.us, search “Audit 
Committee.” 

New County Audit 
Panel Gets Down 
to Work

Jessica A. Tucker

Being active and enjoying time with friends and nature: that’s what 
Arlingtonians said loud and clear in a statistically valid survey the County 
conducted as part of the update of the Public Spaces Master Plan. That 
framework provides vision and strategies for Arlington’s park, natural resource 
and recreation needs. 

Along with the survey, the County will continue to seek input through 
several community engagement opportunities, to help shape the future for 
our parks and programs.

Key highlights from the survey:

•  Hiking trails, natural areas and wildlife habitats, and paved multi-use trails are 
the top outdoor community recreation priorities.

•  Swimming pools and exercise/fitness equipment are the top indoor 
community recreation priorities.

•  Top activities and programs include nature, fitness/wellness and special 
events/festivals.

To read complete survey data and more about the Master Plan update, visit 
www.arlingtonva.us, search “POPS” – A Plan for Our Places and Spaces. 

Residents Want More Parks and Recreation

The deadline is June 1.  
How to renew? 
•  Online: rppp.arlingtonva.us.  

•  By mail: complete and return forms 
sent at the end of April.

•  In person: Arlington County Treasurer’s 
Office, 2100 N. Clarendon Blvd., Suite 
215, during regular business hours

For more information, visit 
parkarlington.com, call 703-228-3344 or 
email park@arlingtonva.us.

Time to Renew 
Residential Parking 
Permits and Passes

The County Board adopted the 
fiscal year 2017 budget at its April 
meeting as this issue of The Citizen 
was at the printer. For budget details 
and information on the adopted tax 
rate, visit arlingtonva.us.

The first installment of real 
estate taxes is due June 15. More 
information: taxes.arlingtonva.us.

Real Estate Taxes

http://tv.arlingtonva.us/
http://data.arlingtonva.us
http://arlingtonva.us/citizen-newsletter/
http://www.washear.org
mailto:information%40washear.org?subject=
mailto:countyboard%40arlingtonva.us?subject=
http://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/meetings
http://nextdoor.com
https://twitter.com/ArlingtonVA
https://www.facebook.com/ArlingtonVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/arlingtoncounty
https://www.instagram.com/arlingtoncountyva/
http://arlingtonva.us
http://arlingtonva.us
http://rppp.arlingtonva.us
http://parkarlington.com
http://park@arlingtonva.us
http://arlingtonva.us
http://taxes.arlingtonva.us


Text-to-9-1-1: You can now text for help in an emergency in Arlington and other parts of Northern Virginia but do so 
only when you cannot call or when speaking into a phone would present a significant safety risk. 
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You may have seen a group house in 
your neighborhood and wondered if it’s 
legal for that many people to be living in 
that house. 

The short answer is that it is legal for 
up to four unrelated people to share a 
dwelling unit. 

The County’s Zoning Ordinance limits 
the number of unrelated people allowed 
to live in a dwelling unit. (Relatives 
include those related by blood, marriage 
or adoption, or under approved foster 

care.) For unrelated people, the Zoning 
Ordinance allows: 

•  a group of not more than four persons 
not related by blood or marriage — 
living together and sharing living areas 
in a dwelling unit ; or 

•  a group of up to eight persons with 
mental illness, intellectual disability 
or developmental disability who are 
residing with one or more resident 
counselors in a facility which is licensed 

by the state’s Department of Behavioral 
Health and Developmental Services.  

If you would like to file an 
overcrowding complaint, contact 
Code Enforcement, 703-228-3232 
or codeenforcement@arlingtonva.us. 
For parking enforcement, contact 
the Parking Enforcement Unit, 
703-228-4141. To learn more, visit 
building.arlingtonva.us, search “Code 
Enforcement.”

Mosquitoes — Top Tips to Fight the Bite

Help fight disease-carrying insects 
during the coming warm months 
around Arlington. 

“We’re working to make sure our 
community can reduce the risk of 
mosquito-borne transmission of the Zika 
and West Nile viruses. We’ll continue to 
monitor the situation as we head into 
peak season,” Public Health Director 
Dr. Reuben Varghese said. “The best 

protection is to avoid being bitten, and 
there are precautions you can take to 
minimize risk.”

Arlington Public Health urges you 
to follow these valuable tips to better 
protect yourself, your family and our 
community. 

  Use an effective repellent, such 
as DEET, picaridin or oil of lemon 
eucalyptus. Follow label directions. 

 •  A word on Deet: Follow directions 
on container and avoid spraying 
DEET in eyes and mouth. American 
Academy of Pediatrics has reported 
that products containing up to 30 
percent DEET are safe to use on 
anyone over two months of age.

  Stay indoors to avoid bites. Many 
mosquitoes tend to be most active 
during dawn and dusk — but some 
species are active during the day as well.

  Make sure door and window screens 
are intact. This prevents mosquitoes 
from entering your home.

  Wear long sleeves, long pants and 
socks when outdoors.

  Drain sources of standing water to 
prevent mosquitoes from breeding: 

 •  Eliminate standing water on tarps 
and flat roofs.

 •  Make sure that garbage can lids are 
placed securely on garbage cans. 

 

 •  Clean out birdbaths and wading pools 
once a week.

 •  Turn over or remove containers in 
yards where rainwater collects, such 
as old tires, potted plant trays, boats, 
buckets and toys.

 •   Clean roof gutters and downspout 
screens regularly.

When Is a Rental Home Too Much of a Full House?

Construction UPDATES
Arlington Transit (ART)  
Bus Facility 
The new ART bus facility in Crystal City will 
provide crucial operational space for the 
growing bus fleet. Crews have ensured the 
site and building footprint are up to grade 
and final preparations are being made to soon 
begin vertical construction. Project completion 
is scheduled for winter 2016-2017. For more 
information, visit arlingtonva.us and search 
“ART Bus Facility.”  

Crystal City Multimodal Center 
During the first months of 2016, our contractor 
has reconstructed lanes on 18th Street South 
under the Route 1 overpass and started 
building the new bus bay area. This work 
is expected to continue into spring. Project 
completion is scheduled for winter 2016-2017. 
For more information, visit arlingtonva.us and 
search “Crystal City Multimodal.” 

Old Dominion Drive Phase 2  
To improve pedestrian and bicycle safety, 
sidewalks are being installed on Old Dominion 
Drive (from North Glebe Road to 38th Street 
North). Other project features include: 
installation of a new storm water system, 
upgrades to transit stops, traffic signals 
and new street lights. Project completion is 
scheduled for fall 2017. For more information, 
visit arlingtonva.us and search “Old Dominion 
Drive Phase 2.” 

http://codeenforcement@arlingtonva.us
http://building.arlingtonva.us
http://arlingtonva.us
http://arlingtonva.us
http://arlingtonva.us


Arlington is Blooming: South Four Mile Run Drive has been looking lush with 11,000 daffodils planted by hundreds of 
Department of Parks & Recreation staff who volunteered their green thumbs to make a well-traveled roadside resplendent.
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Seeking Our Prime Poet
Be an advocate for poetry and 
the literary arts as Arlington 
County’s first-ever Poet 
Laureate. Applications for this 

newly created role – a partnership between 
the Cultural Affairs Division of Arlington 
Economic Development and Arlington Public 
Library – are being are being accepted until 
May 12 at 5 p.m. Award-winning poet Grace 
Cavalieri, host of the Library of Congress’ 
podcast “The Poet and the Poem,” will review 
submissions. You must live in Arlington to 
apply. Begin the process at arlingtonarts.org/
cultural-affairs/poetlaureate.aspx. 

Attention Auto Owners 
By now you should have received your 2016 
Vehicle Personal Property Notice from the 
office of the Commissioner of Revenue.  
Have you moved? Bought a new car? 
Donated your old ride? Report any changes 
or inaccuracies to your vehicle information 
by phone at 703-228-3135 or by email at  
vehicle@arlingtonva.us. If you have no 
changes, you don’t need to do a thing.

How Sweep It Is 
In 2015, more than 2,000 tons of debris were 
cleaned off County streets. Help make this 
year’s April-October Street Sweeping program 
equally productive by parking in your driveway 
or on a neighboring street on your designated 
sweeping day. See when your street is getting 
swept at recycling.arlingtonva.us, or subscribe 
to Trash and Recycling Alerts at arlingtonva.us/
subscribe. 

News BRIEFS

Become an energy detective in your 
own home by using high-tech tools 
to spot missing 
insulation, identify 
drafts and measure 
the costs to run all 
of your appliances. 
You’ll save money 
and see what your 
eyes can’t with the 
devices that help 
make up Arlington’s Energy Lending 
Library:

•  Thermal cameras

•  Electricity monitors

•  Instructional books and videos

•  Smartphone and tablet apps

Thanks to the Arlington Initiative to 
Rethink Energy (AIRE) and Arlington 
Public Library — where the tools are 
loaned — Arlington is the first local 
government in the country to make 
thermal cameras available to residents. 

Find out how to get started with your 
detective work at arlingtonenergy.us. 

Revived Woodlands Prompt New Call of the Wild 

Healthy Lawn, Cleaner County and BeyondSave Money, 
Resources with the 
Energy Lending 
Library

Call it “rural renewal.” As Arlington 
makes strides in restoring native wildlife 

habitats within 
its borders, 
nature buffs are 
noting the return 
of some plants 
and animals 
thought gone for 
good from these 
parts. 

Making 
a comeback 
among the 
flora: colonies of 

spring peeper tree frogs, wood frogs and 
American toads, as well as uncommon 
plants such as dwarf ginseng, bloodroot, 
wood anemone, purple passionflower 
and frosted hawthorn.

Among the fauna again setting foot 
in Arlington: ravens, striped skunks, river 
otters, coyotes, gray fox, yellow-crowned 
night-herons, wild turkey and little wood 

satyr butterflies.
The most 

significant habitat 
improvements stem 
from the removal 
of invasive plant 

species. The fast-growing bullies tend to 
push out native plants and don’t provide 
habitat for native critters. 

Arlington’s success is due to a huge 
amount of volunteer support. Arlington 

Regional Master 
Naturalists and 
TreeStewards 
help control 
invasives, working 
in tandem with 
the County’s RIP 
(Remove Invasive 

Plants) Program. 
More information: environment.

arlingtonva.us.

Milestone for Builders of Sustainable Homes
Arlington’s Green Home Choice program has recognized its 200th project.
The free, voluntary certification process is available to residents who are 

renovating or building 
a new structure. Homes 
are awarded points 
for being energy and 
resource efficient, 
sustainable and for 
providing a healthy 
living environment. 
Participants can also 
receive a front-of-the-
line architectural plan 
review.

Owners, designers 
and builders of 
30 homes —16 
renovations and 14 
new structures — were 
recently certified for 
2016. Another 90 
projects are in progress, 
with more applications coming in each week.

Arlington’s Department of 
Environmental Services is spreading the 
word on Green Lawn Care. Maintain your 
yard through sustainable means and 
ensure a healthier Chesapeake Bay free 
from chemical runoff. 

Keep your outdoors beautiful and 
protect the environment with the 
following practices:

•  Grasscycling: Leave grass clippings 
on your lawn to minimize a need for 
fertilizer.

•  Composting: Use a compost bin to 
turn food and yard waste into rich soil 
for your garden. 

•  Mulching: Take advantage of 
Arlington’s free mulch, made from the 
County’s fall leaf collection. Available at 
two pick-up sites or schedule delivery 
for a fee by calling 703-228-6570.

Learn more about eco-friendly lawn 
care practices by visiting arlingtonva.us 
and searching “Green Gardening.”  

Borrow a thermal camera 
from the Library and see what 
your home might be losing.

 Yellow-crowned night-heron

Little wood satyr butterfly

Frosted hawthorn

Builders awarded the latest Green Home Choice certifications by the  
County Board:

More information: environment.arlingtonva.us/energy/greenhomechoice.

AllenBuilt, Inc. Cornerstone Construction Galaxy Homes
Arlington Construction Management Coupard Architects + Builder Madison Homes
Blue Heron Construction EnviroHome Design Metro Green
Cardinal Construction Dominion Design Build Permabuilds
Carnemark Construction Dunn-Right Contracting Sagatov Design + Build
James C. Cole Construction DWD Construction Windmill-Hill

http://arlingtonarts.org/cultural-affairs/poetlaureate.aspx
http://arlingtonarts.org/cultural-affairs/poetlaureate.aspx
http://vehicle@arlingtonva.us
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us
http://arlingtonva.us/subscribe
http://arlingtonva.us/subscribe
http://arlingtonenergy.us
http://walkarlington.com
http://environment.arlingtonva.us
http://environment.arlingtonva.us
http://arlingtonva.us
http://environment.arlingtonva.us/energy/greenhomechoice


2015 ANNUAL
WATER QUALITY REPORT

Arlington’s High-Quality Water
This annual “Consumer Confidence 

Report,” required by the Safe Drinking 
Water Act, tells you where your water 
comes from, what our tests show about 
it and other things you should know 
about drinking water. 

Arlington’s Department of 
Environmental Services (DES) provides 

residents with a safe and reliable supply 
of high-quality drinking water. DES 
tests County water using sophisticated 
equipment and advanced procedures. 
Our water meets all state and federal 
standards for quality. View this report 
online at water.arlingtonva.us; search 
“water quality report.”

Notice to building managers for office, commercial and multifamily residential buildings: Please 
share the information in the Water Quality Report with all occupants of your facility. Contact the 
Water Control Center at 703-228-6555 for additional information or copies of this report.

 Aviso a los administradores de edificios de oficinas, propiedades comerciales y unidades 
residenciales: Por favor comparta la información de este informe sobre la Calidad del Agua con 
los ocupantes de su establecimiento. Comuníquese con el Centro Para Control del Agua al  
703-228-6555 para mayor información o para recibir copias de este informe. 

To provide a more resilient water flow for south Arlington, the County replaced a key 24-inch pressure-regulating valve last year. The Lee elevated tank in north Arlington holds 
a half million gallons on water.

Where Arlington’s Water Comes From 

What’s in the Water? 

Arlington County purchases water 
from the Washington Aqueduct 
Division of the Army Corps of 
Engineers. The Washington Aqueduct 
operates two water treatment plants 
in the District of Columbia. The plants 
treat water from a surface water 
source, the Potomac River.

Arlington’s water is treated at 
the Dalecarlia Treatment Plant 
located on MacArthur Boulevard in 
Northwest Washington. The Interstate 
Commission on the Potomac 
River Basin conducted the Source 
Water Assessment of the Potomac 

River watershed in April 2002. The 
assessment identified urban runoff, 
toxic spills, agriculture and inadequate 
wastewater treatment as potential 
contamination sources to the water 
supply. Contact the Interstate 
Commission on the Potomac River 
Basin at 301-984-1908 for more 
information. 

Arlington County maintains 
water quality assurance through our 
regular water distribution and storage 
evaluation and routine water sampling 
analysis.

The sources of drinking water – both 
tap water and bottled water – include 
rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, 
springs and wells. As water travels over 
the surface of the land or through the 
ground, it dissolves naturally occurring 
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive 
material. The water also can pick up 
substances resulting from animals or 
human activity. 

Contaminants that may be present in 
water sources include: 
•  Microbial contaminants, such as 

viruses and bacteria, which may 
come from sewage treatment plants, 
septic systems, agricultural livestock 
operations and wildlife. 

•  Inorganic contaminants, such as 
salts and metals, which can be 
naturally occurring or result from 
urban stormwater runoff, industrial 
or domestic wastewater discharges, 

oil and gas production, mining, or 
farming. 

•  Pesticides and herbicides, which may 
come from a variety of sources such as 
agriculture, urban stormwater runoff 
and residential uses. 

•  Organic chemical contaminants, 
including synthetic and volatile organic 
chemicals, which are by-products of 
industrial processes and petroleum 
production, and can also come from 
gas stations, urban stormwater runoff 
and septic systems. 

•  Radioactive containments, which can 
be naturally occurring or the result 
of oil and gas production and mining 
activities. 

The water treatment process removes 
contaminants, making Arlington’s water 
safe to drink.
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http://water.arlingtonva.us
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2015 ANNUAL WATER QUALITY REPORT

Important Health Information
Source water is tested for cryptosporidium, 

a parasite that has caused outbreaks of 
intestinal disease in the United States and 
overseas. It is common in surface water, 
difficult to kill, and even the best water 
system will contain some live parasites. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is 
currently working to improve the control of 
microbial pathogens, namely the protozoan 
cryptosporidium, in drinking water. The 
Potomac River source was monitored 
monthly at Great Falls for cryptosporidium 
during 2015 and none were detected.  
No precaution about County drinking water is currently necessary for the general 
public.

Advice for Special Populations
Some people may be more vulnerable to containments in drinking water 

than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons 
with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ 
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some 
elderly and infants can be at risk from infections. These people should seek 
advice from their health care providers about drinking water.

EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by 
cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline, 800-426-4791.

EPA Regulations
To ensure tap water is safe to drink, the EPA mandates regulations that limit the 

amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. FDA 
regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must provide 
the same protection for public health.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain 
at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does 
not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. 

Call the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791 for information 
about contaminants and potential health effects. 

Lead in Drinking Water

The EPA finalized the Lead and 
Copper Rule Short-Term Regulatory 
Revisions and Clarifications in October 
2007, with one of its goals being 
to improve customer awareness. 
Hundreds of water samples have been 
taken throughout Arlington County 
to determine the lead concentration 
in our water. Historically, these 
concentrations have been below 
the action level for lead. If present, 
elevated levels of lead can cause 
serious health problems, especially for 
pregnant women and young children. 
Lead in drinking water is primarily 
from materials and components 
associated with service lines and 
home plumbing. Arlington County is 

responsible for providing high quality 
drinking water, but cannot control the 
variety of materials used in plumbing 
components. When your water has 
been sitting for several hours, you 
can minimize the potential for lead 
exposure by flushing your tap for 15 to 
30 seconds or until it becomes cold or 
reaches a steady temperature before 
using water for drinking or cooking. 
If you are concerned about lead in 
your water, you may wish to have your 
water tested. Information on lead 
in drinking water, testing methods 
and steps you can take to minimize 
exposure is available from epa.gov/
safewater/lead.

How to Read This Table
It’s easy! Our water is tested to ensure it’s safe and healthy. Test results from 2015 

are presented in the table (footnotes below).
The column marked Goal shows the Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG. 

This is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or 
expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

The column marked Maximum Allowed is the Maximum Contaminant Level or 
MCL. This is the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. 
MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment 
technology.

Maximum Residual Level (MRDL) is the highest level of a residual disinfectant that 
is allowed in drinking water. 

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) is the level of residual 
disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs allow 
for a margin of safety.

Non-Detects (ND) – lab analysis indicates the contaminant is not present.
Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) is a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in 

excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the average person. 

Perchlorate is a naturally occurring as well as man-
made compound. Its presence in drinking water is 
currently unregulated and utilities are not required 
to monitor for it. The Washington Aqueduct has been 
voluntarily monitoring for perchlorate since 2002. The 
EPA initially established a reference dose of 24.5 parts 
per billion (ppb) for perchlorate and beginning in 2009 
has proposed an interim health advisory of 15 ppb. A 
reference dose is a scientific estimate of daily exposure 
level that is not expected to cause adverse health effects 
in humans. The reference dose concentration was used 

in EPA’s efforts to address perchlorate in drinking water 
and to establish the interim health advisory. 

The source and treated water samples collected in 2015 
from the Dalecarlia treatment plant showed only trace 
amounts of perchlorate. The highest level detected was 
7.5 ppb. If you have special health concerns, you may 
want to get additional information from the EPA at 
water.epa.gov/drink/contaminants/unregulated/
perchlorate.cfm or contact the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline at 1-800-426-4791

NOTICE ABOUT PERCHLORATE

Summary of 2015 Water Quality Data 
Finished water characteristics, treatment plant monitoring1 
Substance Unit Goal (MCLG) Maximum Allowed (MCL) Detected Level Range of Levels Detected Source of Substance 

Antimony ppb 6 6 0.2 ND - 0.2 Discharge from petroleum refineries; fire retardants; ceramics; electronics; solder

Arsenic ppb 0 10 0.4 ND – 0.4 Erosion of natural deposits; Runoff from orchards; Runoff from glass and electronics  
production wastes2

Atrazine ppb 3 3 0.09 ND – 0.09 Runoff from herbicide used on row crops

Barium ppm 2 2 0.04 0.03 – 0.04 Discharge of drilling wastes; Discharge from metal refineries2;  
Erosion of natural deposits

Cyanide ppm 0.2 0.2 0.007 ND – 0.007 Discharge from steel/metal factories; Discharge from plastic and fertilizer factories

Fluoride ppm 4 4 0.8 0.5 – 0.8 Erosion of natural deposits; Water additive which promotes strong teeth;  
Discharge from fertilizer and aluminum factories

Gross alpha particles 3 pCi/L 0 15 9 ND - 9 Erosion of natural deposits

Nitrate (as Nitrogen) ppm 10 10 2 0.5 - 2 Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from septic tanks, sewage2;  
Erosion of natural deposits

Nitrite (as Nitrogen) ppm 1 1 0.01 ND - 0.01 Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from septic tanks, sewage2;  
Erosion of natural deposits

Total Organic Carbon (TOC) ppm n/a TT Running annual average removal ratio is required to be equal to or greater than 1.00. 
Removal ratio actually achieved: ≥1.44 based on running annual averages.

Naturally present in the environment

Turbidity 4 NTU n/a TT 0.08 = highest single hourly measurement. Lowest monthly percentage of samples 
meeting turbidity requirements = 100%.  

Soil runoff

Finished water characteristics, Arlington County distribution system monitoring
Substance Unit Goal (MCLG) Maximum Allowed (MCL) Detected Level Range of Levels Detected Source of Substance 

Copper 5 ppm 1.3 AL – 1.3 0.07 0.01 – 0.15 Leaching from wood preservatives, corrosion of household plumbing 2

Lead6 ppb 0 AL – 15 1.8 0.11 – 16.6 Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks, corrosion of household plumbing 2

Total Coliform 7 n/a 0 < 5% of monthly samples 
contain coliform bacteria

0.07% ND - 0.07% Naturally present in the environment.

Chloramines 8 ppm (MRDLG) 4 (MRDL) 4 2.9 ND-4.7 Water additive used to control microbes

TTHM 8 ppb n/a 80 52 15 - 59 By-product of drinking water chlorination

HAA5 8 ppb n/a 60 29 5 - 42 By-product of drinking water chlorination

http://epa.gov/safewater/lead
http://epa.gov/safewater/lead
http://water.epa.gov/drink/contaminants/unregulated/perchlorate.cfm
http://water.epa.gov/drink/contaminants/unregulated/perchlorate.cfm
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Parts Per Million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (MG/L) corresponds to one minute in 
two years or a single penny in $10,000.

Parts Per Billion (PPB) corresponds to one minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in 
$10,000,000.

Parts Per Trillion (PPT) corresponds to one minute in 2,000,000 years, or a single 
penny in $10,000,000,000.

Picocuries Per Liter (pCi/L) is a measure of the radioactivity in water. 
The column marked Detected Level shows the results observed in our water 

during the most recent round of testing.
Source of Substance provides an explanation of the typical natural or man-made 

origins of the contaminant. 
Action Level (AL) is the concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, 

triggers treatment or other requirements that a water system must follow. 
Treatment Technique (TT) is a required process intended to reduce the level of a 

contaminant in drinking water.

No Increase for FY 2017
The water rate will stay at $4.21 

per 1,000 gallons of metered water 
consumption and the sewer rate will 
stay at $9.06 per 1,000 gallons. The last 
increase was in May 2015. Water/sewer 
fees are the main source of revenue 
for the Utilities Fund, which pays for 
the operations and maintenance of 
the County’s water distribution and 
sewage collection systems and the 
Water Pollution Control Plant, as well 
as wholesale water purchases from the 
Washington Aqueduct. Utilities Fund 
revenues also pay for debt service and 
a transfer to the utilities capital fund to 
finance projects that maintain, upgrade, 
and expand the County’s water, sewer 
and wastewater infrastructure.

Measuring the rates
Each year, the County Board approves 

the water rate and a separate sanitary 
sewer rate. Both charges are based on the 
amount of water registered on the water 
meter that is adjacent to a residence or 
business.  Every three months, residents 
in duplex and single-family homes 
receive utilities bills from the County. 

The utilities bills include charges for 
water, sewer and refuse services. Need 
more information? Call 703-228-6570 
with questions about your water and 
sewer bills. Or go to water.arlingtonva. us; 
click “customer service.”

Simple Steps to Save 
Water and Lower Your Bill
•  Repair leaks in faucets, toilets 

and hoses.

•  Install more efficient water fixtures, 
such as aerators and low volume 
toilets.

•  Run your clothes washer and 
dishwasher only when full.

•  Take shorter showers.

•  Turn off the water while you brush 
your teeth, shave and shampoo 
your hair.

•  Conserve when watering your 
lawn — use only what is needed, 
prevent run-off and avoid watering 
during the heat of the day. 
Reminder: There are no credits 
available to sewer charges for 
water used for irrigation.

Summary of 2015 Water Quality Data 
Finished water characteristics, treatment plant monitoring1 
Substance Unit Goal (MCLG) Maximum Allowed (MCL) Detected Level Range of Levels Detected Source of Substance 

Antimony ppb 6 6 0.2 ND - 0.2 Discharge from petroleum refineries; fire retardants; ceramics; electronics; solder

Arsenic ppb 0 10 0.4 ND – 0.4 Erosion of natural deposits; Runoff from orchards; Runoff from glass and electronics  
production wastes2

Atrazine ppb 3 3 0.09 ND – 0.09 Runoff from herbicide used on row crops

Barium ppm 2 2 0.04 0.03 – 0.04 Discharge of drilling wastes; Discharge from metal refineries2;  
Erosion of natural deposits

Cyanide ppm 0.2 0.2 0.007 ND – 0.007 Discharge from steel/metal factories; Discharge from plastic and fertilizer factories

Fluoride ppm 4 4 0.8 0.5 – 0.8 Erosion of natural deposits; Water additive which promotes strong teeth;  
Discharge from fertilizer and aluminum factories

Gross alpha particles 3 pCi/L 0 15 9 ND - 9 Erosion of natural deposits

Nitrate (as Nitrogen) ppm 10 10 2 0.5 - 2 Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from septic tanks, sewage2;  
Erosion of natural deposits

Nitrite (as Nitrogen) ppm 1 1 0.01 ND - 0.01 Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from septic tanks, sewage2;  
Erosion of natural deposits

Total Organic Carbon (TOC) ppm n/a TT Running annual average removal ratio is required to be equal to or greater than 1.00. 
Removal ratio actually achieved: ≥1.44 based on running annual averages.

Naturally present in the environment

Turbidity 4 NTU n/a TT 0.08 = highest single hourly measurement. Lowest monthly percentage of samples 
meeting turbidity requirements = 100%.  

Soil runoff

Finished water characteristics, Arlington County distribution system monitoring
Substance Unit Goal (MCLG) Maximum Allowed (MCL) Detected Level Range of Levels Detected Source of Substance 

Copper 5 ppm 1.3 AL – 1.3 0.07 0.01 – 0.15 Leaching from wood preservatives, corrosion of household plumbing 2

Lead6 ppb 0 AL – 15 1.8 0.11 – 16.6 Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks, corrosion of household plumbing 2

Total Coliform 7 n/a 0 < 5% of monthly samples 
contain coliform bacteria

0.07% ND - 0.07% Naturally present in the environment.

Chloramines 8 ppm (MRDLG) 4 (MRDL) 4 2.9 ND-4.7 Water additive used to control microbes

TTHM 8 ppb n/a 80 52 15 - 59 By-product of drinking water chlorination

HAA5 8 ppb n/a 60 29 5 - 42 By-product of drinking water chlorination

Water and Sewer Rates

Table Footnotes
1  All test results are from 2015, unless otherwise noted
2  Erosion of natural deposits or products
3  Triennial radionuclide monitoring was performed in 2014.
4  Turbidity is the measure of cloudiness of the water. We monitor it because it’s a good indicator of the effectiveness of 

the filtration process. The turbidity level of filtered water shall be less than or equal to 0.3 NTU in at least 95% of the 
measurements taken each month, and shall at no time exceed 1 NTU.

5  The Detected Level represents the 90th percentile value. None of the 51 samples tested for copper exceeded the current 
Action Level of 1.3 ppm. Most recent testing for this parameter was 2013.

6  The Detected Level represents the 90th percentile value. One of the 51 samples (2% of the sample set) tested for lead 
exceeded the current Action Level of 15 ppb. Most recent testing for this parameter was 2013.

7  The Detected Level represents the highest monthly percentage of positive results.
8   The Detected Level represents the highest running annual compliance average during calendar year.

Average Levels of Compounds in 
Arlington Drinking Water

Calcium 38 mg/L

Chloramine Residual 2.9 mg/L

Chloride 52 mg/L

Fluoride 0.7 ppm

Total Hardness 127 mg/L or 7.4 grains/gal

Magnesium 8 mg/L

Nickel 0.9 ppb

pH 7.7

Sodium * 31 ppm

Sulfate 42 mg/L

*  Although sodium is not regulated by an MCL, the EPA’s Fall 
2009 Drinking Water Advisory Table identified 20 mg/L as a 
health-based value for a person on a 500 mg/day restricted 
sodium diet.

After this edition,  
the Arlington County Water 

Quality Report will no longer be 
printed annually in The Citizen but 

will be published  
exclusively online at  

water.arlingtonva.us/water/water-
quality-reports/.

NOTE: Arlington County had one positive sample from 1,473 samples for total coliform in calendar 
year 2015. There were no detections of E coli in any of the monthly samples during CY 2015.

WATER.ARLINGTON.US

http://water.arlingtonva. us
http://water.arlingtonva.us/water/water-quality-reports/
http://water.arlingtonva.us/water/water-quality-reports/
http://WATER.ARLINGTON.US


Does Arlington have lead water 
services/pipes?

No, Arlington does not have any 
lead services and/or pipes in the water 
distribution system.

How often does Arlington test the 
water for lead?

In accordance with the Lead and 
Copper Rule (LCR), the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), via the 
Virginia Department of Health, requires 
Arlington County to test the water for 
lead and copper every three years. 
Previously, per the LCR, Arlington 
tested the water more frequently and 
at additional locations, but because 
of consistent compliance and results 
below the Action Level, sampling is 
only taken once every three years. 

Testing will be conducted in 
the summer of 2016. Arlington will 
mail letters requesting residents to 
volunteer to be part of the sampling. 
Only specific homes deemed to be 
at the highest risk under the LCR are 
eligible for testing, essentially single 
family and townhouses built in the 
early 1980s. If you receive the letter, we 
encourage you to participate. 

Where do we test for lead and 
copper?

Per the LCR, Arlington is required 
to sample homes built between 1982 
and 1986 because they are likely 
to yield the highest results mainly 
because they have copper pipes 
joined with lead solder. Solder is used 
in the pipe connections in household 
plumbing. In 1986, lead solder was 
banned from use in 
household plumbing. 
The intent of the Lead 
and Copper Rule is 
to optimize water 
quality parameters to 
minimize corrosion. 
Our corrosion control 
performance far 
exceeds regulatory 
requirements. For more 
information about 
the rule, visit the EPA 
website at https://www.
epa.gov/dwreginfo/
lead-and-copper-rule. 

What are the 
common sources of 
lead?

The primary sources 
of lead exposure for 
most children are 
deteriorating lead-
based paint, lead-
contaminated dust, 
and lead-contaminated 
residential soil. 

Exposure to lead is a significant health 
concern, especially for young children 
and infants whose growing bodies tend 
to absorb more lead than the average 
adult. If you are concerned about lead 
exposure, contact your health provider 
to find out how to get your child tested.

What is being done to reduce 
exposure to lead in the publicly-
owned drinking water supply?

The Washington Aqueduct 
adds Orthophosphate to the water 
during the treatment process. 
Orthophosphate acts as a corrosion 
inhibitor by forming a protective 
film on the interior of pipes. This 
film protects the pipe material from 
the corrosive effects of water, which 
reduces/eliminates the potential for 
lead leaching into the water.

What can I do to reduce exposure 
to lead in drinking water? 

Water is lead-free when it leaves 
the treatment plant. However, lead 
may work its way into drinking water 
after the water enters the distribution 
system and is on its way to consumers 
taps. This usually happens through the 
corrosion of materials containing lead 
in household plumbing. These materials 
include brass faucets, lead solder on 
copper pipes or other plumbing fixtures. 
Lead pipes are no longer installed for 
service lines or in household plumbing, 
and lead solder has been outlawed in 
Virginia since 1986.

For more information visit  
www.water.arlingtonva.us.
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Have you ever considered 
what happens to the water 
and waste material you put 
down the sink or shower 
drains, or flush down the 
toilet? This wastewater gets 
transported through 465 
miles of pipe throughout the 
County to our Water Pollution 
Control Plant on Glebe Road, 
where it gets cleaned to a high 
degree before being released 
into Four Mile Run and, ultimately, the 
Chesapeake Bay. The water we release 
into Four Mile Run meets or exceeds 
the state standards.

While we are doing an excellent job 
of managing the County’s biosolids, 
the treatment equipment is aging and 
we must make plans to upgrade and 
modernize the facilities. 

We are in the process of preparing 
a Solids Master Plan, which will lay 
out a plan for the modernization 
of plant facilities, while improving 
sustainability and resource recovery. 

The plan will address aging solids 
treatment equipment, prepare 
for more restrictive regulations of 
biosolids and look for potential 
energy savings and greenhouse gas 
reductions.  

As part of the Master Plan process 
we are gathering input and analyzing 
data, setting the stage for making 
critical improvements to equipment. 
We anticipate completing the Master 
Plan in early 2017.  

For more information, visit 
arlingtonva.us, search “Solids Master 
Plan.”  

Few issues are more alarming 
for a property owner than 
a sewage backup. Though 
preventable, fat, oil and grease, 
or FOG, is the number one cause 
of sewage backups in homes. 
FOG builds up in the sewer 
lines when people wash grease 
down the drain. Once in the 
sewer, FOG sticks to the pipe 
and thickens, and over time can 
block the entire pipe. Blockages 
in pipes can send sewage out 
of manholes into streets and 
rivers, or up drains into homes. Sewer 
backups can cause damage to homes 
or businesses, are a health hazard, and 
threaten the environment. 

FOG is found in: 
•  Liquid oil used for sautéing or frying

•  Butter, lard, margarine or shortening 

•  Meat fats such as from bacon or 
hamburger

DO
•  Scrape solid greasy food waste into 

the trash. 

•  Pour liquid grease to cool in a 
container, and throw in the trash. 

•  Use a paper towel to wipe grease out 
of the pan prior to washing. 

•  Place used liquid oil in a sealable 
container, and throw in the trash. 

DON’T
•  Pour fat, oil or grease down a drain, 

garbage disposal or toilet. 

•  Use hot water to rinse grease off 
cookware, utensils, dishes or other 
surfaces.

Remember, the sewer line that 
connects your property to the line in 
the street is privately maintained all 
the way to the connection point, even 
the part that runs under the street. 
Check your insurance to see if it covers 
sewage backups, and if not, consider 
adding the coverage. You can keep 
your drains clean by pouring 1/2 cup 
baking soda down the drain followed 
by 1/2 cup vinegar. Wait 15 minutes, 
then rinse with hot water.

Do your part to keep our sewers clear. 

FAQs about LeadKeeping Biosolids Out of the Bay

Never Down the Drain: Fats, Oils and Grease

https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/lead-and-copper-rule
https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/lead-and-copper-rule
https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/lead-and-copper-rule
http://www.water.arlingtonva.us
http://arlingtonva.us


Climbing the Ladder: Four of the recently graduated 14-member Arlington County Fire Department recruit class are female — 
almost 29 percent. The annual percentage of female firefighters in the U.S. has generally hovered around 4 percent in recent years.
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Clarendon’s iconic yellow and 
brown Public Shoe Store sign is 
heading to the Public Library, 
becoming part of the Center for Local 
History’s Collection at Central. The 
family-owned retailer was celebrated 
for its customer service for 78 years 
before closing this past February. 

The Center welcomes Arlington-
related artifact donations, from signs 
to restaurant menus to family photos 
and journals. 

More information: library.arlingtonva.
us/center-for-local-history or call  
703-228-5966.

May 6

Arlington’s Small Business Summit: Open for Business 

“Arlington’s Small Business Summit: Open for Business” offers local entrepreneurs 
the chance to ask experts their legal, financial and technical questions for 
launching or expanding a business. Free but registration required. 7:30 a.m. –  
12 p.m. Rosslyn Spectrum Theatre, 1611 N. Kent St. bit.ly/arlbizsummit16. 

May 19
Arlington Reads 2016 – Historian/Journalist Richard Reeves: The acclaimed writer discusses 
“Infamy: The Shocking Story of the Japanese Internment in World War II.” Free, 7 p.m. Central 
Library, 1015 N. Quincy St. library.arlingtonva.us

May 20 
Bike to Work Day: Join thousands of area commuters for a celebration of bicycling as an  
earth-friendly, fun and healthy way to get to work. Arlington hosts seven of the 83 regional  
pit stops. Register for this free event and get a t-shirt. bikearlington.com.

June 12
Gulf Branch Nature Center 50th Birthday Party: North Arlington’s beloved nature center  
turns 50 with activities for the whole family, including a chance to meet local raptors. Free; 
donations appreciated for the Friends of Gulf Branch Nature Center. 3608 N. Military Road.  
parks.arlingtonva.us/events.

June 14
Primary: A Democratic primary for Arlington County Board. vote.arlingtonva.us

July 4
Independence Day Celebration at Long Bridge Park: The County’s fifth 
annual official July 4 party will include a food truck rally, live music, sports 
and games for all ages, moon bounces (weather permitting), face painting 
and great views of the big National Mall fireworks display. Free shuttles 

from Pentagon City and Crystal City metro stations. Long Bridge Park, 475 Long Bridge Drive in 
Crystal City. parks.arlingtonva.us/july-4th. 

August 17-21
Arlington County Fair 40th Anniversary: One of the largest fairs on the East Coast, 
Arlington’s offers dozens of daffy and dizzying rides, over 100 indoor exhibitors, food galore 
and free family-friendly entertainment. A volunteer-driven event for a diverse community 
showcasing the best of Arlington. Thomas Jefferson Community Center, 3501 Second St. S. 
arlingtoncountyfair.us.

Sole Salvation for a Sign of Old Arlington

Events Around Arlington

Photo by Diane Kresh

The Library lends American Girl 
Dolls that come with cards on eras in 
Arlington history. library.arlingtonva.us.

http://library.arlingtonva.us/center-for-local-history
http://library.arlingtonva.us/center-for-local-history
http://arlingtonarts.org
http://bit.ly/arlbizsummit16
http://library.arlingtonva.us
http://bikearlington.com
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/events
http://vote.arlingtonva.us
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/july-4th
http://arlingtoncountyfair.us
http://history. library.arlingtonva.us
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It has been a rewarding and 
successful school year and this is a good 
time to reflect on our achievements 
and thank the community for your 
strong support of our public schools. 
The Arlington community’s investment 
in our schools and commitment to 
our students is directly linked to their 
growing success. Thanks to your 
confidence and support, we are viewed 
as a leader in public education and 
are proud to be a positive asset to our 
community. 

As we look toward the future, we are 
focused on ensuring that our students 
have the essential skills and experiences 
that they need to be prepared for 
the workforce. Currently, the Virginia 
Board of Education is considering 
new graduation requirements that 
would include project-based learning 
experiences. State legislators and 
policymakers have recognized 
Arlington as a model for exactly this 
kind of authentic learning that provides 
students with the applied knowledge 
and skills they will need after they 
graduate. We are leading the way 
among school divisions in Virginia, and 
I’m very excited about where we are 
headed.

I recently traveled to Richmond, 
along with one of our teachers and 
two students from Wakefield High 
School, to share how APS has developed 
many options for students to gain 
the experience necessary to become 
college and career ready. Wakefield 
students are required to complete a 

Your School Board

Residents who wish to meet with 
a Board member may do so on a 
walk-in basis during Open Office 
Hours on Monday from 5-7 p.m. 
on days when school is in session. 
School Board members can also meet 
by appointment with small groups 
of individuals to discuss issues or 
positions. If Monday is a holiday, Open 
Office Hours are held the following 
Tuesday from 8:30-11:30 a.m.

School Board Meetings:

Arlington School Board meeting 
dates, times, agendas and other 
information are available online at 
www.apsva.us/schoolboard.

School Board Office 
1426 N. Quincy St. 
Arlington, Va. 22207 
703-228-6015
703-228-7640 (fax)
schoolboard@apsva.us

Emma Violand-Sánchez, Chair
Nancy Van Doren, Vice Chair

Reid Goldstein, Barbara Kanninen, James Lander 

Congratulations to the Class of 2016! More than 1,400 seniors will graduate from APS 
on June 23. To view photos from the graduation/promotion ceremonies and a complete 
list of colleges that APS graduates will attend next year, visit www.apsva.us/graduation. 

Looking Toward the Future
by Dr. Pat Murphy, Superintendent

APS 
NEWS

Senior Project, for which they 
earn a full-year course credit. 
Projects cover a range of topics 
that may include community 
service, leadership, career 
interests, cultural exploration, 
and political and social activism. 
Washington-Lee and Yorktown 
seniors have an experiential 
learning requirement as well, to 
complete a three-week Senior 
Experience so they can explore career 
options and gain practical experience. 
In addition, just this year, Washington-
Lee initiated a pilot that allows students 
who are on a clear path to graduation to 
elect to waive the full-day requirement 
and leave school to pursue work and/
or projects in a specific area of interest. 
The goals of each of these programs 
align with the state’s proposed new 
requirement for Applied Knowledge 
and Skills.  And as our two Wakefield 
students so eloquently communicated 
to state officials, these experiences have 
helped prepare them to be successful 
citizens and positively contribute to our 
community.

Next year, we will launch our new 
Arlington Tech Program, a full-day 
program at the Arlington Career Center 
that will be centered on project-based 
learning in Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) classes, focusing 
on environmental, ecological and 
engineering topics. As part of their high 
school experience, students will be able 
to earn certification in a variety of CTE 
programs that will allow them to enter 

into a range of professional careers upon 
graduation from high school. This new 
program also will allow students to earn 
college credits from NOVA through dual-
enrolled and STEM-related courses in 
Engineering and IT/Digital Media. 

All of these initiatives have been 
designed to prepare our graduates to 
adapt to the changing workforce and to 
meet the future needs of our economy 
and our nation. 

So, as we wrap up the 2015-16 school 
year, I want to thank you for helping us 
make APS a highly regarded and vital 
part of this community, as well as a top-
performing school division in our region, 
the state and the nation. In the coming 
year, we will need your continued 
support to share your knowledge and 
partner with us to plan school facilities 
that serve the needs of our growing 
student population and community. We 
envision a future with shared facilities 
that are designed for learning outcomes 
that benefit students and foster strong 
connections throughout the Arlington 
community. Please let us know your 
thoughts, ideas and innovative solutions 
as we move forward.  

Principal of the Year
McKinley Elementary School Principal 

Colin Brown was named Arlington 
Public Schools 2016 Principal of the Year. 

Honoring Our Exceptional Employees

Teacher of the Year 
Oakridge Elementary School teacher 

Jennifer Burgin was named Arlington 
Public Schools 2016 Teacher of the Year. 

Support Employees of the Year
Arlington also is recognizing six 

Support Employees of the Year who play 
a critical role in student lives. 

• Tanya Dunbar, Special Education 
Assistant  
– Campbell Elementary School

• Olga Cotom, Food Services Manager 
– McKinley Elementary School

• Ernesto Miranda, Special Needs Bus 
Driver  
– Facilities and Operations 

• Tommy Baugh, Activities Coordinator 
– Kenmore Middle School

• Janet Green, Educational 
Administrative Assistant  
– Arlington Career Center

• Tek Chea, Custodial Supervisor  
– Williamsburg Middle School

• Susan West, Extended Day Supervisor 
– Arlington Science Focus School

This spring, APS is recognizing employees for their unwavering support of APS students. This year’s honorees are:

McKinley Principal Colin Brown Oakridge 2nd Grade Teacher Jennifer Burgin

Follow APS 

to stay up-to-date!

Join the more than 16,500 
people following us on social 
media to get up-to-date 
news and information about 
Arlington Public Schools. Like 
us on:

Facebook 
fb.com/ArlingtonPublicSchools

Twitter
@APSVirginia

YouTube
youtube.com/AETVaps

Instagram
@APSVirginia

Periscope  
@APSVirginia
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APS Budget Garners Two Awards The Department of Finance & Management has won two awards for its work putting 
together the FY 2016 budget: the Association of School Business Officials International Meritorious Budget Award and the 
Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada Distinguished Budget Presentation Award.

APS Educates the Whole Child
In Arlington, a quality education is 

more than just reading, math, social 
studies and foreign language. It’s about 
educating the whole child and ensuring 
that students become well-rounded 
individuals who contribute to our 
community.

But what does that look like? Goal 
Five of the 2011-17 Strategic Plan, 
“Meeting the Needs of the Whole Child,” 
says that APS will nurture students’ 
intellectual, personal, social, and 
emotional development with services 
and strategies that support students and 
their families to enable students to learn 
and develop their potentials.

The most important ways APS 
strengthens support services include:

• Promoting the development of 
internal and external assets in 
students;

• Developing dynamic partnerships 
between parents and schools, 
including the implementation of 
parent education and training to 
cultivate their involvement;

• Incorporating comprehensive 
physical, mental health, and wellness 
services;

• Implementing and enforcing anti-
bullying policies and procedures 
system-wide; and

•  Maintaining internet safety and 
social media policies and procedures, 
and ensuring that students 
understand and abide by the 
accepted norms, rules, and laws of 
being a responsible technology user.

“Students need an environment that 
is safe, healthy, challenging, engaging, 
and responsive to their needs and 

abilities. Our families, educators 
and Arlington County must 
partner to provide the solid 
support network essential for 
student success,” said School 
Board Chair Dr. Emma Violand-
Sánchez, who has made 
meeting the needs of the whole 
child a top priority of hers as 
chair this year.

Whole Child Working Group
In the last several months, 

the School Board has created the Whole 
Child Working Group, whose charge is 
to develop a framework that will inform 
School Board decision-making related 
to meeting the needs of the whole child. 
This will serve as groundwork for the 
development of future School Board 
priorities and the next APS strategic plan.

APS staff and the Board will use the 
Working Group’s framework to align 
activities and services as well as to 
bring consistency to communication 
about the ways we support the whole 
child. Their work will also help identify 
opportunities across the district 
and within schools to support the 
whole child. It will help staff look for 
ways to improve coordination with 
Arlington County and other parts of the 
community to make sure students are 
successful in school and in Arlington.

Family and Community Engagement
The Board also created the Family 

and Community Engagement (FACE) 
Specialist position as another way to 
meet Goal Five. FACE is a strategy for 
improving student learning and healthy 
development that depends upon 
schools, families and community groups 
working together in a coordinated 

MAY

30

JUN

12

JUN

22

Mark Your Calendars

Memorial Day 
No School

Stratford Program 
Graduation

To view the complete calendar, visit: 
www.apsva.us/calendar

MAY

JUNE

Last Day of High School
(Early Release) 

Middle School Promotion 
Ceremonies 

H-B Woodlawn Graduation
5:30 p.m. at H-B Woodlawn

The School Board adopted the 
calendar for the 2016-17 school year. 
Here are some key dates: 

• Sept. 6 – First Day of School

• Nov. 23-25 – Thanksgiving Break

• Dec. 22-Jan. 2 – Winter Break

• Jan. 16 – MLK Holiday

• Jan. 20 – Inauguration Day

• April 10-14 – Spring Break

• June 20 – High School Last Day

• June 21 – High School Graduation

• June 22 – Middle School Last Day

• June 23 – Elementary Last Day

For additional school calendars, visit:
www.apsva.us/schoolyearcalendars

Important Dates 
2016-17 School Year

fashion, to make sure students get the 
opportunities they need to succeed in 
school and in life.

In addition, the Board created the 
FACE Working Group, comprising 
parents and community members, with 
the charge of reviewing and revising 
the Arlington School Board Community 
Engagement policy and identifying a 
framework for family and community 
engagement.

For more on the Whole Child Working 
Group, visit www.apsva.us/wholechild or 
www.apsva.us/face. 

JUN

23
Last Day of Middle School
(Early Release) 

High School Graduation 
Ceremonies 
at DAR Constitution Hall

• Washington-Lee (10 a.m.)
• Yorktown (3 p.m.)
• Wakefield (8 p.m.)

JUN

24
Last Day of Elementary 
School (Early Release)

Langston HSCP 
Graduation Ceremony

Arlington Mill High 
School Graduation

JUL

11
First Day of Summer 
School

JULY

APS to Resume School Bus Stop-Arm Cameras

Beginning July 1, APS will resume its 
school bus stop-arm camera program, 
which tickets drivers who illegally 
pass a school bus when its stop-arm is 
deployed and the red lights are flashing. 
APS operates 165 buses that transport 
about 10,000 students to and from 
school each week.

Arlington County was one of the 
first communities in Virginia to approve 
the use of exterior school bus cameras, 
piloting its stop-arm camera program in 
summer 2015. After an October ruling 
by the Virginia Attorney General, APS 

had to suspend its program, along with 
other school divisions. Subsequently, 
the General Assembly amended Virginia 
Code to allow jurisdictions to issue 
citations for motorists who are caught 
on video passing a stopped school bus. 
$250 tickets will be issued for failing to 
stop for a deployed stop arm.

According a survey by the National 
Association of State Directors of Pupil 
Transportation Services, 1,828 vehicles 
illegally passed stopped school buses in 
Virginia in a single day in 2014. Over a 
typical 180-day school year, this one-
day count could result in nearly 330,000 
vehicles illegally passing school buses 
that are stopped to let children on or off 
the bus. 

Frequently Asked Questions about 
the program and Virginia traffic laws 
pertaining to school bus stop arms are 
available on the APS website at 
www.apsva.us/stoparmcameras.

New APS Website 
Launches in July

APS is putting the finishing touches 
on its new website, which will launch 
July 1, 2016.  The multi-year redesign will 
relaunch the APS website with improved 
functionality and technological 
integration for the future. 

After a rigorous search, APS selected 
local vendor Materiell to custom-build 
the new website using the WordPress 
platform, which was chosen for its 
adaptability to new technology, and its 
potential for future development as an 
open-source platform.

APS invited staff, families and the 
community to provide feedback in three 
rounds of user testing over the past year; 
the most recent was completed mid-
April. Their comments and suggestions 
have been incorporated into the site 
functionality and design.

When the site launches, it will feature 
an intuitive user interface; seamless 
integration with our back-end systems; 
improved video and social media 
integration; and an elegant new design.

Check it out at www.apsva.us July 1!
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Llegó la nueva red de transporte público 

Momento de renovar 
los permisos y pases 
de estacionamiento 
en zona residencial 

El plazo vence el 1 de junio. 
¿Cómo renovar? 
•  En línea: rppp.arlingtonva.us. 

•  Por correo: complete y entregue los 
formularios enviados a fines de abril.

•  Personalmente: Arlington County 
Treasurer’s Office, 2100 N. Clarendon 
Blvd., Suite 215, durante el horario 
normal de atención

Para más información, visite 
parkarlington.com, llame al 703-228-
3344 o envíe un correo electrónico a 
park@arlingtonva.us.

¿Cuándo una 
vivienda de alquiler 
es un exceso de casa 
completa?

Usted habrá visto una casa grupal en 
su vecindario y se preguntó si es legal 
que tantas personas vivan en esa casa. 

La respuesta breve es que es 
legal que hasta cuatro personas sin 
parentesco compartan una vivienda. 

La Ordenanza de Urbanización del 
Condado limita la cantidad de personas 
sin parentesco que pueden vivir en un 
espacio. (Familiares incluye a personas 
relacionadas por sangre, matrimonio 
o adopción, o en cuidado de acogida 
aprobado.) Respecto de las personas 
sin parentesco, la Ordenanza de 
Urbanización permite: 

•  un grupo de no más de cuatro 
personas — estén o no relacionadas 
por sangre o matrimonio — que vivan 
juntas y compartan áreas habitables en 
una vivienda; o 

•  un grupo de hasta ocho personas con 
enfermedad mental, discapacidad 
intelectual o discapacidad del 
desarrollo que residan con uno o 
más consejeros residentes en un 
establecimiento autorizado por el 
Departamento de Salud Conductual y 
Servicios de Desarrollo del estado. 

Si desea presentar un reclamo 
por hacinamiento, comuníquese con 
Ejecución del Código, 703-228-3232 
o codeenforcement@arlingtonva.us. 
Para la ejecución del estacionamiento, 
comuníquese con la Unidad de 
Ejecución de Estacionamiento, 703-
228-4141. Para más información, visite 
building.arlingtonva.us, y busque “Code 
Enforcement”.

Buscando nuestro 
poeta

Conviértase en defensor de la poesía 
y el arte literario como primer Poeta 
Laureado del Condado de Arlington. Las 
postulaciones para este rol recientemente 
creado – una asociación entre la División 
de Asuntos Culturales de Desarrollo 
Económico de Arlington y la Biblioteca 
Pública de Arlington – se aceptarán 
hasta el 12 de mayo. La poetisa premiada 
Grace Cavalieri, presentadora del podcast 
“The Poet and the Poem” de Library of 
Congress revisará las presentaciones 
este verano. Debe vivir en Arlington 
para postularse. Comience el proceso 
en arlingtonarts.org/cultural-affairs/
poetlaureate.aspx. 

Ya están habilitados: los nuevos 
carriles especiales dedicados a 
autobuses en Crystal City y Potomac 
Yard brindan viajes más rápidos y 
más confiables para los pasajeros de 
autobuses. 

Carriles para autobuses en 
hora pico 

Tenemos dos: 
•  Crystal Drive – carril junto al bordillo en 

dirección norte entre las calles 26th y 
15th.

•  South Clark/Bell Street – un carril en 
dirección sur entre las calles 15th y 
26th.

Durante las horas pico, el uso queda 
restringido solo a autobuses (y vehículos 
que giran): 

•  Días de semana de 6 a 9 a.m. y de 3:30 
a 7 p.m. – solo se permiten autobuses; 
los otros vehículos solo pueden 
ingresar para girar a la derecha en la 
próxima esquina o acceso para autos. 

En horarios que no sean pico, 
cualquier vehículo (auto, moto, camión 
o autobús) puede usar el carril. Señales 
iluminadas sobre el carril y letreros junto 
a la calle indicarán cuándo se aplica la 
restricción de solo autobuses. 

Carriles exclusivos para 
autobuses 

También tenemos varios carriles solo 
para autobuses. Se encuentran junto a 
South Glebe Road, Ruta 1 y Crystal Drive 
hasta 26th Street. Estos carriles están 
separados del tránsito general por un 
bordillo. Solo autobuses autorizados 

y vehículos de emergencia. No se 
permiten autos, motos o camiones en 
ningún momento. 

Preguntas comunes  
P.  Como conductor, ¿cómo giro a la 

derecha usando el carril solo para 
autobuses en hora pico? 

R.  La señalización con líneas 
discontinuas indica dónde puede 
ingresar en el carril para autobuses 
antes de una esquina o de un acceso 
para autos. No olvide señalizar 
la maniobra y ceda el paso a los 
autobuses que se aproximan antes de 
ingresar en el carril. 

P.  ¿Los ciclistas pueden usar los carriles 
para autobuses? 

R.  Los ciclistas pueden usar el carril para 
autobuses donde hay biciflechas 

marcadas sobre el pavimento y la 
señalización indica “Bicycles OK” 
(Bicicletas permitidas), pero no 
pueden usar el carril para autobuses 
donde existe un carril dedicado a 
bicicletas. Los ciclistas pueden usar el 
carril para bicicletas contiguo al carril 
para autobuses en secciones de Clark 
Street y Crystal Drive. 

Mosquitos — Principales consejos  
para combatir las picaduras

Ayude a combatir los insectos 
transmisores de enfermedades durante 
los próximos meses de verano en 
Arlington. 

“Estamos trabajando para garantizar 
que nuestra comunidad pueda reducir 
el riesgo de transmisión de los virus 
del Zika y Nilo Occidental transmitidos 
por los mosquitos. Continuaremos 
controlando la situación a medida que 
nos acercamos a la época pico”, dijo el 
Director de Salud Pública Dr. Reuben 
Varghese. “La mejor protección es evitar 
las picaduras, y existen precauciones 
que puede tomar para minimizar el 
riesgo.”

Salud Pública de Arlington le ruega 
que siga estos consejos valiosos para 
protegerse mejor, proteger a su familia 
y a nuestra comunidad. 

  Use un repelente efectivo, tal como 
DEET, picaridina o aceite de eucalipto 
de limón. Siga las indicaciones de la 
etiqueta. 

 •  Consideraciones sobre DEET: Use 
repelentes DEET para mantener 
alejados a los mosquitos. Evite 
aplicar en ojos y boca. Aplique y 
vuelva a aplicar de acuerdo con 

las indicaciones del producto. La 
Academia Americana de Pediatría 
ha reportado que los productos 
que contienen hasta 30% DEET 
son seguros para usar en personas 
mayores a dos meses de edad.

  Quédese adentro para evitar 
picaduras. Muchos mosquitos 
suelen estar más activos durante 
el amanecer y anochecer — pero 
algunas especies están activas 
durante el día también.

  Verifique que las puertas y los 
mosquiteros estén intactos. Esto 
evita que los mosquitos entren en su 
casa.

  Use mangas largas y pantalones 
cuando está al aire libre. Y medias.

  Drene las fuentes de agua estancada 
para evitar que los mosquitos se 
reproduzcan: 

 •  Elimine el agua estancada en toldos 
y techos planos.

 •  Verifique que las tapas de los cestos 
de basura estén colocadas de forma 
segura en los cestos de basura. 

 •  Limpie los bebederos de aves y las 
piscinas de poca profundidad una 
vez por semana.

 •  Vuelque o quite los contenedores de 
jardines donde se junta el agua de 
lluvia, tales como neumáticos viejos, 
bandejas de plantas en macetas, 
botes, baldes y juguetes.

 •  Limpie los canalones del techo y 
las rejillas de las canaletas en forma 
regular.

http://rppp.arlingtonva.us
http://parkarlington.com
mailto:park%40arlingtonva.us?subject=
http://building.arlingtonva.us
mailto:arlingtonarts.org/cultural-affairs/poetlaureate.aspx?subject=
mailto:arlingtonarts.org/cultural-affairs/poetlaureate.aspx?subject=

