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Arlington’s Big July 4th Celebration
The National Fireworks show is 

among the best in the U.S. … and 
you’ll have the best view! 

Come to Long Bridge Park — 
Arlington’s newest park — for festivities 
on July 4. The celebration begins at 
noon with fun activities for the whole 
family. Located just across the Potomac 
River from the Washington Monument, 
Long Bridge Park is the perfect location 
to view the spectacular National 
Fireworks.

Getting there
Complimentary shuttles will operate 

from 11 a.m.-10:30 p.m. from Pentagon 
City and Crystal City Metro stations 
and the Crystal City Shops parking 
garage, located at 1750 Crystal Drive 
(Free parking available on Garage 
level). On site parking is not available 
during the event.

Visit www.arlingtonva.us/DPR for 
details or call 703-228-3329.

Please note that alcohol and 
fireworks are not permitted in the park 
and these items will be confiscated. 

Arlington, long a leader in transit-
oriented development, is planning 

a streetcar system that will serve as 
the centerpiece for our County’s next 
generation of transit. After lengthy 
public processes, the County Board has 
endorsed streetcars as the best transit 
solution for the busy, heavily trafficked 
Columbia Pike and Route 1 corridors. 

The two streetcar lines, planned 
to connect at Pentagon City, will 
benefit all of Arlington and the 
region. They will offer a safe, 
environmentally-friendly, efficient, 
convenient and accessible alternative 
for getting around densely populated 
areas and connecting to the regional 
transit system — for a fraction of 
the cost of extending the Metrorail 
system.

When the proposed lines are 
completed, tens of thousands of 
residents, workers and visitors will 
be able to take a “one-seat” ride 
from Potomac Yard in southeast 
Arlington, through several growing 
Arlington neighborhoods, to the 
Skyline Plaza area of Fairfax 
County. This will help ensure that 
Crystal City and Pentagon City 
remain competitive as employment 
centers, while attracting more 
visitors to the area’s shops and 
restaurants.

Streetcars will both help 
transform Route 1 and Columbia 
Pike into more walkable, pedestrian 
and transit-oriented roadways, and 
help fulfill the County’s goals of 
achieving environmental and economic 
sustainability through carefully 
managed growth.

For more information, visit www.
arlingtonva.us; search “streetcar.”  n

•	 Social	sports	games

•	 Food	trucks

•	 Arts	and	crafts	market

•	Moon	bounces,	face	painting	and	
balloon	art

•	 YMCA	Arlington’s	obstacle	course

•	 Patriotic	family	games

•	 Best	view	of	the	National	Fireworks

As	design	and	planning	move	
forward,	the	public	will	have	
opportunities	to	weigh-in	on	the	
planned	streetcar	lines:	
•	Route	1:	Arlington	and	the	City	of	
Alexandria	together	are	performing	
a	jointly-funded	study	to	assess	
the	potential	environmental	effects	
of	a	streetcar	line	connecting	
Alexandria’s	Potomac	Yard	to	Crystal	
City,	Pentagon	City	and	the	Columbia	
Pike	Streetcar.	Public	meetings	on	
the	results	of	that	study	will	be	
announced	later	this	year.

•	Columbia	Pike:	Public	meetings	
will	be	held	this	spring,	as	part	of	
the	County’s	application	for	Federal	
Smart	Start	program	funding	of	the	
project.	To	learn	more	about	the	
County’s	broad	redevelopment	effort	
along	Columbia	Pike,	visit	the	County	
website	and	search	“Columbia	Pike.”

Visit	www.piketransit.com	for	
more	information	and	meeting	dates.

Planning	for	the	Future

JULY	4	ACTIVITIES

Food, drink  and spiked shoes are not 
permitted on the turf fields. Arlington 
County Police Department will perform 
searches of bags and coolers. n
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Meet Muzzy, the award-winning online language course for kids. Through fun games and activities, Muzzy helps 
people learn English, French, German, Spanish, Mandarin Chinese and more. He’s available free with your library card 
through the Arlington Public Library website: library.arlingtonva.libguides.com/muzzy

County Board Adopts FY 2013 Budget

Arlington Public Library has rolled 
out the region’s first Digital 

Projects Lab, for those who have the 
needs and skills — but not the creative 
resources — to go beyond just words.

The Lab continues the Library’s 
mission of shared public resources 
building new connections to 
knowledge. 

Whether it’s a photo-video-and-
sound wedding album, a small business 
graphic design campaign, animation 
for a science fair or a civic association 
podcast, you’ll be able to realize your 
vision with the kinds of hardware and 
software Library users have sought  
for years.

The majority of Lab tools were 
already owned by the Library for 
technical support and now serve 
a second role during public hours. 

The cost to produce, print 
and mail a copy of this 
edition is about 25¢.

ConnectArlington Builds the Future
Fiber-optic network connects government and schools

The County is collaborating with 
Arlington Public Schools (APS) 

to build a broadband fiber-optic 
network for education, public safety, 
transportation, and government use. 
The effort, called ConnectArlington, 
ensures the continuity and expansion 
of essential telecommunications 
services. 

Construction is under way, and 
nearly 50 County government and 
APS facilities will be connected by the 
end of 2013. Eventually, 60 miles of 
fiber optics will connect over 90 sites.

ConnectArlington is a long-term 
investment that will provide more 
cost-effective telecommunications 
services to the County and schools. It 
will be funded through federal/state 

The Citizen is a bimonthly publication of Arlington 
County; available online at arlingtoncitizen.wordpress.
com

Ingrid Vaicius (Editor), Ken Matthews (Designer)
703-228-3120 (voice), 703-228-4611 (TTY)
publicaffairs@arlingtonva.us. Printed on 100% 
recycled paper, 30-40% post-consumer content.

Services for Visually Impaired Readers
Metropolitan Washington Ear offers free reading service 
of The Citizen for people with physical disabilities who 
cannot effectively read print. Call 301-681-6636 or 
www.washear.org or email information@washear.org.

What Will You Create in the Digital Projects Lab?
Your next set of Library technology tools has arrived

Among the hardware: a high-speed 
film/negative/photo scanner and 
a high-def camcorder. Among the 
software: Photoshop, Illustrator, In 
Design and Dreamweaver.

The Lab is currently a temporary 
“pop-up shop” in Central Library. 
This pilot phase, through June, allows 
staff to see what systems are most 
in demand and what kinds of work 
stations are most effective. The Lab is 

The Arlington County Board 
adopted a  $1.052 billion General 

Fund Budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 
that includes a 1.3-cent increase in 
the real estate tax rate and additional 
funding for affordable housing, 
maintenance of County-owned 
facilities and infrastructure, employee 
compensation and core services. 
The adopted FY 2013 budget, which 
includes Schools funding, grew 4.7 
percent over FY 2012.

$405.1 million to Schools
The total FY 2013 transfer to APS 

is $405.1 million, 5.1 percent over 
FY 2012. The Board also added three-
tenths of one cent to the tax rate to 
create a $1.9 million reserve fund to 
address an unfunded State mandate 

Your County Board

Upcoming County Board Meetings

Saturday, May 19 – Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, May 22 – Recessed Meeting 
Saturday, June 16 – Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, June 19 – Recessed Meeting 
Saturday, July 21 – Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, July 24 – Recessed Meeting

No scheduled meetings in August.

View the full schedule online at 
www.arlingtonva.us/cbo/meetings.

County Board Office: 2100 Clarendon Blvd., 
Suite 300, Arlington, Va. 22201, 703-228-3130 
(voice), 703-228-4611 (TTY), 703-228-7430 (fax), 
countyboard@arlingtonva.us

Mary Hynes, Chair (L) 
J. Walter Tejada, Vice Chair (R) 

L to R: Jay Fisette, Libby Garvey,
Christopher Zimmerman
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See	You	in	September
No	issue	in	July-August

The Citizen newsletter breaks 
from its bimonthly publication  
schedule.

Worried you won’t be able 
to get the latest information 
about the County? Go to www.
arlingtoncitizen.wordpress.com, 
for articles, updates, videos and 
expanded coverage.  

open 20 hours per week and sessions 
are two hours in length.

Advanced reservations are required 
to use the Lab. You can make a 
reservation online and at service desks.

Because the Lab is aimed at the 
intermediate and advanced user, you’ll 
need to be fluent in the technology, but 
the Library is also evaluating possible 
on site classes.

Lab details are found at: library.
arlingtonva.us/DPL  n

PLACE Kick-Off

We kicked off our PLACE	(Participation,	Leader-
ship	and	Civic	Engagement) initiative in March 
during five live sessions in two days at Artisphere. 
More than 200 Arlingtonians participated in five 
sessions, helped us begin to map organizations in 
Arlington and gather feedback on how we can work 
better together. Part of the initiative is enabling 
public feedback, even if you aren’t able to attend a 
public meeting. Visit www.arlingtonplace.us, click 
on Open Arlington Online Forum, and share your 
thoughts!

Scan	this	image	with	
your	QR	reader	and	
learn	more	about	the	
FY2013	budget.

related to APS’ participation in Virginia 
Retirement System.

Overall tax and fee burden for the 
average Arlington homeowner will 
increase 2.4 percent — about $13 a 
month. That amount includes increased 
real estate assessments and fee changes. 
Trash and recycling fees will decrease 
$32, to $294 per household.

For more information, visit www.
arlingtonva.us; search “budget.”  n

grants, public bonds and  
other local funds. 

ConnectArlington will provide 
many community benefits, including 
improved traffic management 
and public transportation, and 
enhanced communications for 
public safety emergency response. 
ConnectArlington also may offer 
other opportunities across the 
community.

The County also will meet 
with educational groups, public 
safety groups and others on how 
the network could benefit the 
community. Contact John Bayliss 
for details at connectarlington@
arlingtonva.us or visit www.
connectarlington.us.  n

Arlington    What’s TrendingArlington    What’s Trending

Space	Shuttle	Discovery		
Makes	Last	Rounds
http://on.fb.me/JfvZQG

Proof	Coyotes	Live	in	Arlington
http://bit.ly/JrtXBp

Arlington	County	Ranked	
2nd	Healthiest	in	Va.
http://bit.ly/IdTRd5

Get	Connected	Now	
Twitter:	@arlingtonva
Facebook:	facebook.com/arlingtonva
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Taxpayer alert: The first installment of real estate taxes is due Friday, June 15, 2012. Bills will be mailed approximately 30 days before 
the due date. If you don’t receive your bill, please call 703-228-3090 or email treasurer@arlingtonva.us before the due date. Payment 
options include online, by mail or in person. For more information visit www.arlingtonva.us; search “treasurer.”

New App for Arlington Pet Lovers

Arlington Pets is a free app 
that allows users to view pets 

available for adoption at the Animal 
Welfare League of Arlington (AWLA).

Features
•	Support for multiple pet images

•	Increased available pet detail 
information

•	Shelter information and mapping 
support n 

NEWSBRIEFS
Cooling Assistance Program  
Opens June 15
Relief from summer cooling bills is 
available for qualifying Arlington 
households through the Cooling 
Assistance program. Eligibility is based on 
non-financial requirements and income.  
Eligible households must include a child 
under age six, a disabled individual, and/
or an adult age 60 or over. Applications 
may be obtained and submitted 
June 15 – August 15 at 2100 Washington 
Blvd. For more info call 703-228-1350, 
fax 703-228-1011 or visit: 
www.dss.virginia.gov/benefit/ea

Brush Collection 
Whether you’re working in the garden 
or cleaning up after a summer storm, 
you can schedule a brush collection by 
calling 703-228-6570. On your scheduled 
day, place the brush at the curb away 
from parked cars and not under power 
lines.  Branches must be less than 18” 
in diameter and less than 10” long. To 
request a pick up online, or for more tips, 
visit www.arlingtonva.us; search “brush.”

Household Solid Waste Rate  
Lowered for Second Year
Arlington’s curbside trash collection 
customers will see their annual household 
solid waste rate decrease again this year 
from about $325 to $293.92 in 2013. 
The savings are thanks to a new waste 
disposal and service agreement with 
Covanta’s Waste-to-Energy facility that 
has reduced disposal costs.

Free Nighttime Summer Concerts 
at Lubber Run Amphitheater
Enjoy music, 
theater 
and dance 
concerts 
under the 
stars! Opening 
Weekend (June 15-16) features blues 
singer Mary Ann Redmond (June 15), 
Latin-jazz by Rumba Club (June 16), and 
special Opening Weeknight performances 
by The Arlingtones (June 19), and 
Potomac Harmony Chorus (June 20). 
The series continues Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays through Aug. 4. All events: 
8 p.m. Pack a picnic and enjoy the arts 
al fresco, at Lubber Run Amphitheater, 
North Columbus and 2nd Street North. 
For more info: www.arlingtonarts.org or 
call 703-228-1850. 

iPhone	users: Scan this QR 
code to download the Ar-
lington Pet Lovers app. You’ll 
need a QR code reader app.

Android	users: Scan this QR 
code to download the Ar-
lington Pet Lovers app. You’ll 
need a QR code reader app.

Each year Arlington County 
celebrates and recognizes the 

energy, commitment and dedication 
of County Government Volunteers. 
Our volunteers’ contributions are 
enormous: they strengthen our 
community and enable the County 
to be more responsive to our 
residents. Here are some of this year’s 
Outstanding Volunteers:

Outstanding County Volunteers

Jeffrey	Altice is a volunteer member of the Arling-
ton County Fire & Rescue Association in coopera-
tion with the Arlington County Fire Department. 
His collaborative approach, strong work ethic, and 
the respect that other members of the department 
have for him have proven invaluable to providing 
new and innovative approaches to firefighting and 
fire science.

Allie	Pinson is a camp volunteer with Therapeutic 
Recreation through the Department of Parks and 
Recreation. Ms. Pinson’s flexibility, commitment 
and creativity ensure that camp program partici-
pants have quality and engaging experiences that 
promote independence and fun.

The	Women	Artisans	of	Harvey	Hall	assist the 
Community Outreach Program within the Depart-
ment of Human Services. The Harvey Hall volunteers 
possess skills and talents that enhance program-
ming and offer unique cultural experiences that 
help to model effective leadership qualities, pro-
mote programming, and recruit more volunteers.

Visit www.arlingtonva.us/volunteer 
to see all the Outstanding Volunteer 
Winners and for info on hundreds of 
volunteer opportunities in and around 
Arlington.  n

Not Too Late for Real 
Estate Tax Relief  

The Real Estate Tax Relief 
Program allows qualified 
homeowners, age 65 or older or 
totally and permanently disabled, to 
receive a full or partial exemption 
and/or deferral from paying their 
real estate taxes. All applications 
must be received no later than  
Aug. 15, 2012. Additional rules 
apply. For more information go to 
arlingtonva.us/grants or call 703-
228-1350. The Real Estate Tax Relief 
office is located at 2100 Washington 
Blvd., Third Floor.  

Learn to Protect  
Your Rights

May 17 1-4 p.m. Seniors — 
“Elder Rights: No Courts, No Justice, 
No Freedom” at 35th Annual Senior 
Law Day. Hear Judge Joanne Alper; 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, the 
Honorable Theo Stamos; Delegate 
Bob Brink; and Elder Law Attorney, 
Elizabeth Wildhack. There will 
be informational exhibits, photo 
IDs, emergency cell phones and 
refreshments. Free. Central Library, 
1015 N. Quincy St., Auditorium 
(Fully Accessible). Contact Jessica 
Vasquez at 703-228-0948.

Senior Spotlight
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Do you use Arlington taxicabs? Have you ridden in an Arlington taxicab lately? We want your input. Share your 
thoughts by completing the short survey at www.surveymonkey.com/s/TaxiSurvey or scan the QR code to the left.

Super Stops Construction 
Construction has resumed at the 

Super Stop at Columbia Pike and 
Walter Reed Drive and is expected to 
be completed mid-summer. 

Streetlight Upgrade
Work is under way to install 153 

streetlights on Columbia Pike, from 
S. Scott St.to S. Frederick St., with 
energy-efficient LED lights. The lights 
have a 30-year life expectancy, reduce 
light pollution, and dim automatically 
based on time of day. The energy 
savings will pay back the cost of the 
lights and construction in 10 to 15 
years.

Variable Message Signs 
To provide traffic information, 

Arlington is installing eight Variable 
Message Signs, including four on 
Arlington Boulevard, two on Columbia 

The County’s new sustainable 
Urban Agriculture initiative 

seeks to preserve and enhance the 
environment and promote good health 
for our community.

Task Force Named
The Arlington County Board 

established the Urban Agriculture Task 
Force to find ways to promote locally 
grown food, nutrition awareness and 
environmental sustainability. The 
Board asked the Task Force to develop 
a Food Action Plan over the next  
12 months.

The Task Force will focus 
on community wellness and 
environmental sustainability; 
education; taking inventory of existing 
programs and identifying gaps; and 
identifying potential public- and 

Arlington’s Urban Agriculture Initiative

Bike DC/Arlington: From the 
Capitol and White House to 
Arlington Cemetery and the 

Air Force Memorial, from Pennsylvania 
Ave. to the George Washington Pkwy., 
Bike DC is a non-competitive ride 
through the heart of our community 
and the nation’s capital.  
www.bikedc.net

The Tooth of the Crime by 
Sam Shepard: This play with 
music tells the tale of the 

battle between two rock stars, Hoss, 
and his young rival, Crow. It is a style 
war in which each battles for psychic 
territory. All Pay-What-You-Can; 
Regular run: Thu $25 7:30 p.m. Fri $30 
7:30 p.m. Sat Mat Pay-What-You-Can 
2 p.m. Sat $35 7:30 p.m. Sun Mat $30 
2 p.m. Sun $25 7:30 p.m. Artisphere. 
www.artisphere.com Through July 1

Bike to Work Day: Join 
10,000+ area commuters for 
a celebration of cycling as 

a fun and healthy way to get to work. 
Stop at any of Arlington’s three pit 
stops en route to work for lots of food, 
fun and prizes. Register free at www.
biketoworkmetrodc.org

Hitchcock – The Early 
Years: Every Friday in May, 
Artisphere will screen a 

different classic from the “master of 
suspense” released before 1940. 8 p.m. 
Artisphere. www.artisphere.com

Latin Flavor Appreciation 
Night: Meet and hear WPFW 
personalities Jim Byers, 

Nancy Alonso, Tony Regusters & ZeZe 
play your favorites. Join in for pure 
entertainment, dance 
lessons, live music 
and dancing. Part 
of the proceeds will 
go to WPFW’s Latin 
Flavor Pledge Drive. 7:30 p.m. $10 
advance; $15 door. Artisphere. www.
artisphere.com

Feufollet: Co-presented with 
Dancing by the Bayou. A 
band deeply rooted in the 

French soil of Louisiana, pushing boldly 
into unexplored 
yet natural 
varieties of Cajun 
experience. 
Dance lesson 
7:30 p.m.;  
8:30 p.m. live 
music & dance. $15. Artisphere. 
www.artisphere.com

MAY

Events Around Arlington
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Construction Updates

— Making the Ride Easier 
ART Fleet Completes Transition to 
Low-Floor, Accessible Buses

In April, six new ARBOC buses 
were added to the ART fleet. ARBOC 
buses are narrow-body, low-floor buses 
powered by clean-burning compressed 
natural gas, making them ideal for use 
on neighborhood streets. These buses 
have 19 seats and can accommodate 
two wheelchairs. The new buses are 
replacing 10-year-old vehicles that 
have reached the end of their useful 
life, and will be used primarily on ART 
routes 61, 62 and 74.

Local Bus Stops Get a Makeover
The County is in the process of 

improving bus stops to increase 
sidewalk access for all residents, 
including those with disabilities. 

Passenger accommodations will also 
be added, such as bus shelters and 
reconfiguring stops to reduce the 
time buses stay at a stop. This will 
minimize potential problems between 
vehicles and pedestrians and improve 
transportation access and safety for 
everyone. See an issue at your bus 
stop? Report it at www.arlingtontransit.
com; search “bus stop report.”  n 

Pike, and two on Lee Highway. The 
signs will be installed in phases with 
the two on Arlington Boulevard, at 
Fillmore Street and Pershing Drive 
going live this spring/summer. All signs 
will be installed and online by mid-
2013. For a list of sign locations, visit 
www.arlingtonva.us; search “variable 
message signs.”

Undergrounding
Arlington is securing a contractor 

for construction of the remaining 
utility undergrounding and streetscape 
work between S. Wakefield St. to 
Four Mile Run. The County Board is 
expected to review the contract in May, 
and if approved, construction will start 
again this summer. While crews will 
work overnight on occasion, they will 
aim to minimize noise and disruption. 
Visit www.arlingtonva.us; search 
“Columbia Pike.”  n

18

JUNE
Rosslyn Outdoor Film 
Festival: Every Friday night 
at dusk will feature political 

comedy films. Bring blankets and low 
chairs to picnic in the park before the 
show. Show up early for the pre-show 
games and prizes. Free. Gateway Park 
at Lee Highway near Key Bridge. www.
bit.ly/rossfilmfest

Lunchtime Concerts at 
Central Space: The Rosslyn 
Bid presents free weekly 

concerts on Wednesdays. 11:45 a.m.– 
1:30 p.m. Free. Central Space, 
1200 block of Wilson Boulevard. 
703-2-ROSSLYN. www.Rosslyn.org  
Through Aug. 29. 

Air Force Cycling Classic 
Clarendon Cup: Come to 
Clarendon to watch top bike 

racers from around the country tackle 
the twisty and exciting Clarendon 
Cup. Enjoy a bicycle expo, kids and 
amateur racing as well as Men’s  
and Women’s elite races. Free.  
Clarendon Metro Stop. 
www.airforcecyclingclassic.com

Air Force Cycling Classic 
and Crystal Ride: The Air 
Force Cycling Challenge 

Crystal Ride is an amateur, non-
competitive, participatory ride, open 
to cyclists of all abilities. The ride will 
be on a closed, 15km circuit in and 
around the Pentagon, Crystal City and 
the Air Force Memorial. $45. Crystal 
City. www.airforcecyclingclassic.com

6

1

AUGUST
Arlington County Fair:  
Join us at the 36th 
Annual Arlington Co. Fair. 

Attractions include midway rides, 
indoor vendors, pig races, the Harlem 
Wizards, pony rides and more. Free. 
Thomas Jefferson Community Center. 
www.arlingtoncountyfair.us 
Through Aug. 12

8

9

10

JULY
Confident City Cycling Ride: 
Join trained instructors 
from BikeArlington and 

WABA for a refresher on techniques 
like scanning, signaling and lane 
positioning. Then do a 12-mile easy 
paced group ride, on the streets and 
trails of South Arlington. 10 a.m.– 
1 p.m. Free, registration required. 
Quincy St. Parking Deck, N. 15th St. & 
Quincy St. bit.ly/Iq266Q

7

private-sector partners. The task 
force includes representatives from 
schools, faith-based community, health 
care providers, restaurateurs, non-
profit organizations, and advisory 
commissions.

Sustainability Symposium
Sign up for a two-day Master 

Gardeners symposium on June 9-10. 
Learn how to use nature to make your 
garden beautiful and sustainable. 
The event features Holly Shimizu, 
executive director of the U.S. Botanic 
Garden, and Douglas Tallamy, author 
of Bringing Nature Home, as well as 
many local experts. Fee: $50. Learn 
more and register at www.mgnv.org. 

For more information, visit www.
arlingtonva.us; search “Urban Ag.”  n



Arlington’s High-Quality Water
This annual “Consumer 

Confidence Report,” required by 
the Safe Drinking Water Act, tells 
you where your water comes from, 
what our tests show about it and 
other things you should know 
about drinking water. 

Arlington’s Department of 
Environmental Services (DES) 

provides residents with a safe and 
reliable supply of high-quality 
drinking water. DES tests County 
water using sophisticated equipment 
and advanced procedures. Our water 
meets all state and federal standards 
for quality. View this report online at 
www.arlingtoncitizen.wordpress.com.

2011 Annual
WATER QUALITY REPORT

Notice to building managers for office, commercial and multifamily 
residential buildings: Please share the information in this Water 
Quality report with all occupants of your facility. Contact the Water 
Control Center at 703-228-6555 for additional information or copies of 
this report.

Aviso a los administradores de edificios de oficinas, propiedades 
comerciales y unidades residenciales: Por favor comparta la 
información de este informe sobre la Calidad del Agua con los 
ocupantes de su establecimiento. Comuníquese con el Centro Para 
Control del Agua al 703-228-6555 para mayor información o para 
recibir copias de este informe.

The sources of drinking 
water — both tap water and 

bottled water — include rivers, lakes, 
streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs 
and wells. As water travels over 
the surface of the land or through 
the ground, it dissolves naturally 
occurring minerals and, in some 
cases, radioactive material. The water 
also can pick up substances resulting 
from animals or human activity. 

Contaminants that may be present 
in source water include:
•	Microbial contaminants, such as 

viruses and bacteria, which may 
come from sewage treatment 
plants, septic systems, agricultural 
livestock operations and wildlife.

•	Inorganic contaminants, such as 
salts and metals, which can be 
naturally occurring or result from 
urban stormwater runoff, industrial 
or domestic wastewater discharges, 
oil and gas production, mining, or 
farming.

•	Pesticides and herbicides, which may 
come from a variety of sources such 
as agriculture, urban stormwater 
runoff and residential uses.

•	Organic chemical contaminants, 
including synthetic and volatile 
organic chemicals, which are by-
products of industrial processes 
and petroleum production, and 
can also come from gas stations, 
urban stormwater runoff and septic 
systems.

•	Radioactive contaminants,  
which can be naturally  
occurring or the result of  
oil and gas production and mining 
activities.

The water treatment process 
removes contaminants, making 
Arlington’s water safe to drink.

What’s in the Water?

5

Installed in 2009, these booster pumps at Arlington’s Minor Hill facility provide improved water 
pressure to the surrounding area.

Where Arlington’s Water Comes From
Arlington 

County purchases 
its water from 
the Washington 
Aqueduct Division 
of the Army Corps 
of Engineers. 
The Washington 
Aqueduct operates 
two water treatment plants in the 
District of Columbia. The plants 
treat water from a surface water 
source, the Potomac River.

Arlington’s water is treated at 
the Dalecarlia Treatment Plant 
located on MacArthur Boulevard 
in Northwest Washington. The 
Interstate Commission on the 
Potomac River Basin conducted 
a Source Water Assessment of 
the Potomac River watershed 
in April 2002. The assessment 

identified urban runoff, toxic 
spills, agriculture and inadequate 
wastewater treatment as potential 
contamination sources to the water 
supply. Contact the Interstate 
Commission on the Potomac River 
Basin at 301-984-1908 for more 
information.  

Arlington County maintains 
water quality assurance through 
our regular water distribution and 
storage evaluations and routine 
water sampling analysis.

Arlington’s Water Quality 
Technician, Ronald Vaughn verifies 
the pH concentration at a pump 
station.



microbial pathogens, namely the 
protozoan Cryptosporidium, in 
drinking water. The Potomac River 
source was monitored monthly at 
Great Falls for Cryptosporidium 
during 2011 and there were no 
detects. No precaution about County 
drinking water is currently necessary 
for the general public.

2011 ANNUAL WATER QUALITY REPORT

It’s easy! Our water is tested to 
ensure it’s safe and healthy. Test results 
from 2011 are presented in the table 
(footnotes below).

The column marked GOAL shows the 
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or 
MCLG. This is the level of a contaminant 
in drinking water below which there is 
no known or expected risk to health. 
MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

The column marked MAXIMUM 
ALLOWED is the Maximum Contaminant 
Level or MCL. This is the highest level 
of a contaminant that is allowed in 
drinking water. MCLs are set as close 
to the MCLGs as feasible using the best 
available treatment technology.

MAXIMUM REsIDUAL DIsInfECTAnT 
LEvEL (MRDL) is the highest level of a 

How to Read This Table
residual disinfectant that is allowed in 
drinking water.

MAXIMUM REsIDUAL DIsInfECTAnT 
LEvEL GOAL (MRDLG) is the level of 
residual disinfectant below which there 
is no known or expected risk to health. 
MRDLGs allow for a margin of safety.

nOn-DETECTs (nD) – lab analysis 
indicates the contaminant is not present.

nEpHELOMETRIC TURbIDITy UnIT 
(nTU) is a measure of the clarity of 
water. Turbidity in excess of 5 nTU is just 
noticeable to the average person.

pARTs pER MILLIOn (ppM) OR 
MILLIGRAMs pER LITER (MG/L) 
corresponds to one minute in two years 
or a single penny in $10,000.

pARTs pER bILLIOn (ppb) corresponds 
to one minute in 2,000 years, or a single 
penny in $10,000,000.

TAbLE fOOTnOTEs
1 All test results are from 2011, unless otherwise noted
2 Erosion of natural deposits or products
3 Triennial radionuclide monitoring was performed in 2011.
4 The MCL for beta and photon emitters is 4 mrem/year and EpA considers 50 pCi/L to be the level of 

concern for beta/photon emitters. because the beta particle results were below 50 pCi/L, no testing 
for individual beta particle constituents was required.

5 Turbidity is the measure of cloudiness of the water.  We monitor it because it is a good indicator 
of the effectiveness of the filtration process. The turbidity level of filtered water shall be less than 
or equal to 0.3 nTU in at least 95% of the measurements taken each month, and shall at no time 
exceed 1 nTU.

6 The Detected Level represents the 90th percentile value. none of the 56 samples tested for copper 
exceeded the current Action Level of 1.3 ppm.  Most recent testing for this parameter was 2010.

7 The Detected Level represents the 90th percentile value. none of the 56 samples tested for lead 
 exceeded the current Action Level of 15 ppb. Most recent testing for this parameter was 2010.
8 The Detected Level represents the highest monthly percentage of positive results.
9 The Detected Level represents the highest running annual compliance average during calendar year.
10 Less than 5% of monthly samples contain coliform bacteria

2011 ANNUAL WATER QUALITY REPORT

Source water is tested for 
Cryptosporidium, a parasite that 

has caused outbreaks of intestinal 
disease in the United States and 
overseas. It is common in surface 
water, difficult to kill and even the 
best water system will contain some 
live parasites. The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) is currently 
working to improve the control of 

Important Health Information

LEvELs Of COMpOUnDs In  
ARLInGTOn DRInKInG WATER

Average Hardness 7.8 grains/gal or 134 mg/L 

Average pH 7.7 

Average Choramine Residual 3.0 ppm 

Average fluoride 0.7 ppm

Average sodium1 20 ppm

Average nickel 2.1 ppb

Although sodium is not regulated by an MCL, the EpA’s fall 
2009 Drinking Water Advisory Table identifies 20 mg/L as a 
health-based value for a person on a 500 mg/day restricted 
sodium diet.

nOTE: Arlington County received 
thirteen positive samples (out of 1510) 
for total coliform in the calendar 
year 2011. subsequent resampling at 
the locations did not detect coliform 
bacteria. There were no detections of 
E coli in any of the monthly samples 
during calendar year 2011.

pARTs pER TRILLIOn (ppT) corresponds 
to one minute in 2,000,000 years, or a 
single penny in $10,000,000,000.

pICOCURIEs pER LITER (pCI/L) is a 
measure of the radioactivity in water.

The column marked DETECTED LEvEL 
shows the results observed in our water 
during the most recent round of testing.

sOURCE Of sUbsTAnCE provides an 
explanation of the typical natural or 
man-made origins of the contaminant. 

perchlorate is a naturally occurring as well as 
man-made compound. Its presence in drinking 
water is currently unregulated and utilities are 
not required to monitor for it. The Washington 
Aqueduct has been voluntarily monitoring 
for perchlorate since 2002. The EpA initially 
established a reference dose of 24.5 parts per 
billion (ppb) for perchlorate and beginning in 
2011 has proposed an interim health advisory 
of 15 ppb. A reference dose is a scientific 
estimate of daily exposure level that is not 
expected to cause adverse health effects in 
humans. The reference dose concentration was 

notice About perchlorate

used in EpA’s efforts to address perchlorate in 
drinking water and to establish the interim health 
advisory. 
 

The source and treated water samples collected in 
2011 from the Dalecarlia treatment plant showed 
only trace amounts of perchlorate. The highest 
level detected was 1.9 ppb. If you have  
special health concerns, you may want to get  
additional information from the EpA at  
www.water.epa.gov/drink/contaminants/
unregulated/perchlorate.cfm or contact the EpA’s 
safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

On May 1, 2011, the water rate 
increased to $3.68 per 1,000 gallons 
of metered water consumption (from 
$3.50) and the sewer rate will be $8.51 
per 1,000 gallons (from $8.24). The 
last increase was in May 2010. The 
rate changes are necessary primarily 
to finance the upgrade to the Water 
Pollution Control Plant and adequately 
fund various capital projects.

Significant renovations nearing 
completion at the plant will modernize 
our infrastructure and enable the 
County to meet stringent new state 
and federal environmental regulations. 
The facility upgrade also will 
increase capacity, which is essential 
to managing Arlington’s growing 
population. Other benefits include 
cleaner water discharged to Four  
Mile Run, a reduction in plant-
related odors and improved removal 
of nitrogen, resulting in a healthier 
Chesapeake Bay.

Other benefits include cleaner 
water discharged to Four Mile Run, 
minimized plant-related odors and 
improved removal of nitrogen, 
resulting in a healthier  
Chesapeake Bay.  

Measuring the Rates
Each year, the County Board 

approves the water rate and a separate 
sanitary sewer rate. Both charges 
are based on the amount of water 
consumed. Water usage is measured 
by meters adjacent to a residence or 
business. 

Water and sewer Rates Increase

Every three months, residents 
in duplex and single-family homes 
receive utility bills from the County. 
The utility bills include charges for 
water, sewer and trash/recycling 
services. Residential customers’ 
summer quarterly bills will be the first 
to reflect the increase. 

Need more information? Call 703-
228-6570 with questions about your 
water and sewer bills. Or go to www.
arlingtonva.us/des and click on “Water 
& Wastewater.”  

•	Repair leaks in faucets, toilets 
and hoses.

•	Install more efficient water 
fixtures, such as aerators and 
low-volume toilets.

•	Run your clothes washer and 
dishwasher only when full.

•	Take shorter showers.

•	Turn off the water while you 
brush your teeth, shave and 
shampoo your hair.

•	Conserve when watering your 
lawn — use only what is needed, 
prevent run-off and avoid 
watering during the heat of the 
day. Reminder: There are no 
credits available to sewer charges 
for water used for irrigation.

simple steps to save Water 
and Lower your bill
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ACTIOn LEvEL (AL) is the concentration 
of a contaminant which, if exceeded, 
triggers treatment or other requirements 
which a water system must follow. 

TREATMEnT TECHnIQUE (TT) is a 
required process intended to reduce the 
level of a contaminant in drinking water.

because of consistent compliance and results below 
the Maximum Contaminant Level, Lead and Copper 
sampling will only take place every three years.  

summary of 2011 Water Quality Data1

substance Max. Allowed (MCL) Detected Level Range of Levels DetectedGoal (MCLG)Unit

Antimony ppb 6 6 0.2 nD – 0.2 Discharge from petroleum refineries; fire retardants; 
        ceramics;electronics; solder

source of substance

Running annual average removal ratio is required to be greater 
than 1.0. Removal ratio actually achieved ≥1.62

0.09 = highest single measurement. Lowest monthly percentage of 
samples meeting turbidity requirements = 100%.

fInIsHED WATER CHARACTERIsTICs, TREATMEnT pLAnT MOnITORInG

Arsenic ppb 0 10 0.9 0.2 - 0.9 Run off from orchards, glass and electronic produced waste2

Atrazine ppb 3 3 0.07 nD – 0.07 Runoff from herbicide used on row crops

barium ppm 2 2 0.05 0.03 – 0.05 Discharge of drilling waste from metal refineries2

beta/photon Emitters3 pCi/L 0 504 3.2 nD – 3.2 Decay of natural and man-made deposits 

Chromium ppb 100 100 3.5 0.3 – 3.5 Discharge from steel and pulp mills2

fluoride ppm 4.0 4.0 1.1 0.5 – 1.1 Water additive which promotes strong teeth; discharge from 
      fertilizer and aluminum factories

nitrate (as nitrogen) ppm 10 10 2.6 0.3 – 2.6 Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks, sewage

selenium ppb 50 50 1.1 nD – 1.1 Discharge from petroleum, mines and metal refineries

Total Organic Carbon (TOC) ppm n/a TT   naturally present in the environment.

Turbidity5 nTU n/a TT   soil runoff

Uranium ppb 0 30 nD 0.09 2

substance

fInIsHED WATER CHARACTERIsTICs, DIsTRIbUTIOn sysTEM MOnITORInG

Max. Allowed (MCL) Detected Level Range of Levels DetectedGoal (MCLG)Unit source of substance

Copper6

Lead7

Total Coliform8

Chloramines9

TTHM9

HAA59

ppm

ppb

n/a

ppm

ppb

ppb

1.3

0

0

(MRDLG) 4

n/a

n/a

AL – 1.3

AL – 15

10

(MRDL) 4

80

60

0.069

1.1

2.3%

3.0

49

35

0.017 - 0.11

nD – 3.0

nD – 2.3%

nD – 4.4

24 - 59

18 - 38

Leaching from wood preservatives; corrosion of household plumbing2

Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks;
 corrosion of household plumbing2

naturally present in the environment

Water additive used to control microbes

by-product of drinking water chlorination

by-product of drinking water chlorination

To ensure tap water is safe to drink, 
EPA mandates regulations that limit 
the amount of certain contaminants 
in water provided by public water 
systems. FDA regulations establish 
limits for contaminants in bottled 
water, which must provide the same 
protection for public health.

Drinking water, including bottled 
water, may reasonably be expected 

EpA Regulations
to contain at least small amounts of 
some contaminants. The presence of 
contaminants does not necessarily 
indicate that water poses a health risk. 

Call the EPA’s Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791 for 
information about contaminants and 
potential health effects.

The U.s. EpA finalized Lead and Copper 
Rule short-Term Regulatory Revisions and 
Clarifications in October 2007 with one 
of its goals being to improve customer 
awareness. Hundreds of water samples have 
been taken throughout Arlington County 
to determine the lead concentration in our 
water.  Historically these concentrations 
have been below the action level for lead. 
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause 
serious health problems, especially for 
pregnant women and young children. Lead 
in drinking water is primarily from materials 
and components associated with service 
lines and home plumbing. Arlington County 
is responsible for providing high quality 

Lead in Drinking Water

drinking water, but cannot control the 
variety of materials used in plumbing 
components. When your water has 
been sitting for several hours, you can 
minimize the potential for lead exposure 
by flushing your tap for 15 to 30 seconds 
or until it becomes cold or reaches a 
steady temperature before using water for 
drinking or cooking. If you are concerned 
about lead in your water, you may wish to 
have your water tested.  Information on 
lead in drinking water, testing methods and 
steps you can take to minimize exposure 
is available from the safe Drinking Water 
Hotline at www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

some people may be more 
vulnerable to contaminants in drinking 
water than the general population. 
Immuno-compromised persons such 
as persons with cancer undergoing 
chemotherapy, persons who have 
undergone organ transplants, people 
with HIv/AIDs or other immune 
system disorders, some elderly and 
infants can be at risk from infections. 

Advice for special populations
These people should seek advice from 
their health care providers about 
drinking water. 

EpA/CDC guidelines on appropriate 
means to lessen the risk of infection 
by Cryptosporidium and other 
microbial contaminants are available 
from the safe Drinking Water Hotline, 
(800) 426-4791.

Marlee, this photo could use a caption. Consider one that is about 30-40 words in size.



The most common method of rehabilitation of sewers is done using CIPP, a 
process in which a resin-impregnated felt liner is pushed into the existing pipe 
to make it stronger and better sealed.  CIPP reduces sewer flows to the Water 
Pollution Control Plant by preventing groundwater from entering the pipes.

creating a safer 
working environment 
for County staff. By 
introducing AMR, 
we are able to better 
serve our customers 
and ultimately 
upgrade to more 
advanced meter 
reading methods in 
the future.

How does AMR 
benefit you?
•	Improved customer service by 

increasing accuracy of meter 
readings

•	Minimized need to access meters at 
the property

•	Reduction in the frequency of bill 
estimation

Automated Meter Reading Coming to Arlington
Learn more about what this means to you

What is Automated Meter 
Reading (AMR)?
AMR allows water utilities to read 
meters without having to physically 
access meters located in boxes in the 
ground. Each of the new meters come 
equipped with a small radio transmitter 
that sends the meter reading to a 
communications receiver in a vehicle 
as a utility employee drives through 
your neighborhood.

Why are we replacing the current 
meters?
AMR systems are quickly becoming 
the standard for utilities around the 
country. In fact, Arlington County has 
used this technology since 2007 for 
larger properties. AMR devices allow 
more accurate and faster collection 
of water usage readings while also 

2011 ANNUAL WATER QUALITY REPORT
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Water by the Numbers 

8.2
billion
gallons

The total amount of 
water the County 
used in 2011. That’s 
more than one trillion 
8-ounce glasses of 
water!

33
The total number 
of water main leaks 
repaired between 
January and the end of 
April 2012.

8.5
Miles of sanitary sewers 
rehabilitated by cured-
in-place pipe 
lining per year.

Tap water is the ultimate green 
product: delivered to your home 
and removed without relying on a 
container that needs to be thrown 
away or recycled.  The cost for the 
water including delivery and disposal 
is a mere $12.61 per thousand gal-
lons. Compare that to bottled water, 
which can cost more than $10 for a 
single gallon!

Did You Know?

Keeping Arlington’s Sewers in Good Shape

Arlington County uses a number 
of methods to keep our water and 

sanitary pipelines in good condition. 
Many times, crews rehabilitate the 
pipelines to increase the capacity 
instead of using more costly 
replacement methods.

Sewer lines 30” and greater have typically been overlooked for cured-in-place 
pipe (CIPP) rehabilitation because the process of lining these large sewers is 
much more complicated.  In small residential lines, the water to individual 
properties is shut off to prevent flow into the sewer.  In larger lines, the sewer 
has to be isolated using bypass pumps and temporary piping because the flow 
cannot be stopped.  The new liner’s curing time can also be longer for larger 
pipes, meaning the pipe may be out of service for more than a day.

This summer, the County will rehabilitate a 33-inch sanitary sewer along S. 
Four Mile Run between Columbia Pike and S. Walter Reed Dr. to make it more 
durable.  This will give a new lease on life to an 80-year-old pipe and keep it in 
good working order for many years to come.

Will there be any 
changes in the water 
during installation?

The installation 
process is expected to 
have little to no impact 
on customers. However, 
it is possible you may 
experience a brief period 
of air or discolored 
water. In most cases, 
briefly running your 
cold water will clear this 
situation.

Questions?
If you have a leak, low pressure or 

other concerns after the installation, 
or at any other time, contact 703-228-
6570 during business hours or 703-
228-6555 after hours. 

Saving the Bay
One storm drain at a time

From left to right, Cory Dudka, Monty Gillet, Jack 
Lechmanik, and Aiden Endo. Not pictured, Mathieu 
Delmar.

Mathieu Delmar placing a sign on an Arlington 
storm drain.

Thanks to a group of Thomas 
Jefferson Middle School students, 

over 200 storm drains are now 
marked with a no dumping warning. 
Under parent supervision, the future 
environmentalists placed signs 
over 200 storm drains in the Lower 
Long Branch and Doctor’s Branch 
watersheds.
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How We Work
District policing

Each geographic area/district has a 
team of officers and supervisors 

who focus on current issues in 
their assigned district, including 
multilingual officers. The district 
teams use effective and tested problem 
solving methods to reduce crime 
and improving the quality of life for 
residents, visitors and businesses in the 
County. The teams not only work to 
reduce and prevent crime, but also 
engage with civic associations, 
neighborhoods, businesses, 
residents, and other County 
agencies to resolve on 
going problems in the 
community.  n

District 1: Captain Karen Herchenroder was raised in Arlington 
County and started her career with ACPD in 1981. 
Email: kherch@arlingtonva.us
703-228-4062

1

2

3

Areas Covered
Ashton	Heights		•		Arlington-East	Falls	Church		
•		Arlington	Forest		•		Arlingwood		•		Ballston-
Virginia	Square		•		Bellevue	Forest		•		
Bluemont		•		Boulevard	Manor		•		
Chain	Bridge	Forest		•		Cherrydale		•		
Dominion	Hills		•		Donaldson	Run		•		

Dover	Crystal		•	Gulf	Branch		•		Highland	Park		•		Langston-Brown		
•		LeeWay		•		Lyon	Park		•		Madison	Manor		•		Maywood		•		
Old	Dominion		•		Old	Glebe		•		Overlee	Knolls		•		Rivercrest		•		
Riverwood		•		Rock	Springs		•		Tara-Leeway	Heights		•		Waverly	
Hills		•		Waycroft-Woodlawn		•		Westover		•		Williamsburg		•		

Woodmont		•		Yorktown

Meet	Our	District	Captains

District	2: Captain Andy Penn, 
has been a member of the  
Arlington County Police  
Department since 1992. 
Email: cpenn@arlingtonva.us 
703-228-4327

Areas Covered
Alcova	Heights		•		Arlington	Heights		•		Arlington	
View		•		Barcroft		•		Claremont		•		Columbia	Forest		
•		Columbia	Heights		•		Columbia	Heights	West		•		
Fairlington		•		Forest	Glen		•		Glen	Carlyn		•		Nauck		
•		New	Arlington-Douglas	Park		•		Penrose

District	3: Captain Brett Butler, has 
been with ACPD since 1991.  
Email: bbutle@arlingtonva.us 
703-228-4097

Areas Covered
Arlington	Ridge		•		Aurora	Highlands		
•		Clarendon-Courthouse		•		Colonial	
Terrace		•		Colonial	Village		•		Courtlands		
•		Crystal	City		•		Fort	Myer	Heights		•		
Lyon	Village		•		North	Highlands		•		
North	Rosslyn

DISTRICT	MISSION
Reduce the incidence of crime and improve the quality of life in Arlington County by fostering interaction and 
cooperation between police, community and government, while promoting the development of community-
based partnerships and problem-solving strategies. 

GETTING	TO	KNOW	THE	POLICE	DISTRICTS

Did	You	Know?
•	ACPD has officers proficient in 

14 languages and American Sign 
Language, allowing us to effectively 
meet the needs of Arlington’s 
diverse population.

•	All public middle and high 
schools are assigned an ACPD 
School Resource Officer. Contact 
Lieutenant Kim Babcock, 
kbabcock@arlingtonva.us or 703-
228-7462

•	Want to join the Arlington 
County Police Department? We’re 
currently accepting applications. 
Visit www.arlingtonva.us; search 
“employment.”

¿No	habla	inglés?
•	Llame directamente a cualquiera 

de los Distritos de la Policía y será 
comunicado con un oficiál que 
habla español.

•	La Policía de Arlington tiene 
oficiales que hablan más de 14 
idiomas para efectivamente suplir 
las necesidades de los residentes.

•	Visite la página web de la Policia 
en español: www.arlingtonva.us; 
busque “policía”.

Emergencies: Call 911 
Emergencias: Llame al 911
•	Police Non-Emergency Number 

703-558-2222 (se habla español)

24-hour Hotlines
•	Domestic Violence Hotline 

703-228-4848

•	Rape Crisis Hotline 703-228-4848   

•	Violence Intervention Program 
703-228-4848                 

The hotline may refer your call to 
the Violence Intervention Program at 
703-228-1550 (se habla español)

•	Child Abuse (Child Protective 
Services) 703-228-1500

•	Public Works, Sewer Maintenance 
703-228-6555 
TTY: 703-228-4610

•	National Capital Poison Center  
202-625-3333

Other Important Numbers
•	Adult Protective Services (To report 

abuse, neglect or exploitation of 
persons 65+) 703-228-1700

•	Batterers Intervention Program 
(Abuser Counseling) 703-228-1516

•	Crime Solvers 866-411-TIPS (8477); 
can be anonymous (se habla 
español)

•	Domestic Violence Counseling  
703-228-1550 (se habla español:  
703-228-1513)

•	Emergency Shelter (Domestic 
Violence Victims ONLY)  
703-237-0881

•	Gang Hotline 703-228-GANG 
(4264); can be anonymous (se  
habla español)

•	To report graffiti 703-558-2222

•	Juvenile & Domestic Relations 
Court 703-228-4500

•	Rape Crisis/Sexual Assault 
Counseling 703-228-1550

IMPORTANT	NUMbERS

CUT AND SAVE



APS News

High School Students Take the Lead in Dealing with Bullying 

As schools across the country 
struggle to deal with bullying, a 

new Wakefield High School program is 
empowering students to stop bullying 
by teaching student leaders to deal with 
the issue directly.

The “Upstanders” initiative helps 
students learn to identify and deal 
with bullying on a peer-to-peer level. 
The program, in its first year, teaches 
student leaders how to address bullying 
and creates an anti-bullying climate in 
the school. 

Wakefield counselor Al Reid said, 
“The program is designed to empower 
students to support peers who are being 
harassed, bullied or ostracized.”

Student leaders worked together 
to locate problem areas in the school 
where bullying had occurred. “We 
asked students to pinpoint areas of 
the school that are hotspots. Then, 
as a group, we came up with ways 
to address bullying or promote anti-
bullying in that area,” said senior Sarah 
Heisy.

After a bullying incident occurred, a 
group of students went into the specific 
classroom to talk about bullying. 
“Usually students won’t say that they 
are being bullied. But after we started 
talking to them, they opened up and 
talked about their experiences and why 
it’s wrong,” said senior Cindy Centeno.

“The great thing about the program 
is that it’s student-led and doesn’t 
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School Board Office: 
1426 N. Quincy St. 
Arlington, Va. 22207
703-228-6015 (voice)
703-228-7640 (fax)
E-mail: school.board@apsva.us

Citizens who wish to meet with a Board member 
may do so on a walk-in basis during Open Office 
Hours on Monday from 5-7 p.m. on days when 
school is in session. School Board members can 
also meet by appointment with small groups 
of individuals to discuss issues or positions. If 
Monday is a holiday, Open Office Hours are held 
the following Tuesday from 8:30-11:30 a.m.

School Board Meetings
Arlington School Board meeting dates, times, 
agendas and other information are available 
online at www.apsva.us/schoolboard.

Your School Board

Abby Raphael, Chair (L) 
Emma Violand-Sánchez, Vice Chair (R) 

Members, L to R: Sally Baird, James 
Lander, Todd McCracken

just come from the 
administration,” said 
Heisy. “Instead of 
laying down rules, you 
create a community 
vibe and a social 
contract of respect 
and acceptance and it 
comes directly from the 
student body.”

Students say they 
still have a long way to 
go to raise awareness 
and educate students. 
But they are confident 
that this program will 
give students the power  
to change things and 
stop bullying before it begins.

Since the start of the school year, 75 
students have been trained. n

Students participate in training for the Upstanders 
anti-bullying program.

Summer School begins July 9. There are still opportunities to register for summer 
enrichment or remediation classes.
•	 June 15 - Registration deadline for middle and high school make-up and 

strengthening courses.
•	 June 25 - SOL English Writing Course begins
•	 June 26-28 - Late registration for APS middle and high school students
•	 July 9 – Summer School begins
•	 August 9 - Last day of Summer School for middle/elementary students
•	 August 17 - Last day of Summer School for high school students

For more information, visit www.apsva.us/summerschool or call 703-228-7645.

Let’s Give a Cheer!
In March and April, APS recognized eight employees for their 
unwavering support of APS students.

Teacher of the Year
At an early-morning “stand-up” 
staff meeting at Wakefield High 
School, math teacher Dr. Laurell 
Wiersma was named Arlington 
Public Schools 2012 Teacher of 
the Year. 
(L-R: Dr. Patrick Murphy, Abby 
Raphael, Theresa Severin, 
Wiersma, Chris Willmore)

Principal of the Year
APS Superintendent Dr. Pat 
Murphy interrupted a staff meeting 
at Patrick Henry Elementary School 
to surprise Principal Dr. Lisa 
Piehota (right), who was named 
Arlington Public Schools 2012 
Principal of the Year. 

Support Employees 
of the Year
Arlington also recognized six support 
employees of the year who play a 
critical role in student lives.

This year’s honorees are:

•	 Andrea Uravitch - 
Special Education Assistant, 
Arlington Career Center

•	 Magali Valentin - 
Food Services Worker, 
Washington-Lee High School

•	 Kathy Harris-Thomas - 
Facilities Manager, 
Gunston Middle School

•	 Cynthia Barrera - 
Educational Administrative Assistant, 
Carlin Springs Elementary School

•	 Gerald Brandt - 
Maintenance Supervisor, 
Dept. of Facilities & Operations

•	 Mary Ann Hazel-Jackson - 
Extended Day Supervisor, 
Long Branch Elementary School n

Summer School Dates

98 Voices 
An APS International 
Student Anthology
A number of APS world languages 
students and their teachers merged 
the art of creative writing with 
foreign languages. The result is 
a book of over 36,000 words of 
poetry, story-telling, raps, fables, 
anecdotes and more. Students 
wrote, edited and translated their 
pieces in close cooperation with 
their peers. The book is available 
for purchase online at 
www.lulu.com — search “APS 
World Languages” or “98 Voices.”

Congratulations to the Class of 2012 
Over 5,400 seniors will graduate from APS on June 20. 
Graduation photos and a list of colleges that APS graduates 
will attend next year are at www.apsva.us/graduation. 



Transportation Study Provides 
Recommendations to Improve Service

This year, APS underwent a 
Transportation Efficiency Study 

conducted by Management Partnership 
Services, Inc. The study provided a 
proactive and holistic approach to 
improve services for students. 

Management Partnership Services, 
Inc. made nine recommendations 
as a result of their findings. The 
APS Transportation Department is 
working on implementing the top 
three recommendations which include 
a reorganization of the department, 
the implementation of new routing 
software and revising current bus 
routes. 

“Bus drivers are the first and last 
APS employees some students see on 
a daily basis. Their charge is to get 
students to and from school safe and 
sound,” said Assistant Superintendent 
of Facilities and Operations Clarence 
Stukes. “Most of these changes will 
not be noticed by families, but will 
allow the department to better serve 
students.”

Bus Routing Software 
Implementation

The Transportation Department 
has purchased new software to help 
enable many improvements to the 
efficiency, effectiveness, and safety of 
transportation operations within APS. 
The software is a route optimization 

tool that will allow APS to better 
sequence routes and maximize loads for 
attendance areas. The software will also 
communicate with the school division’s 
Student Information System to better 
coordinate ridership. It can also help 
staff determine whether a student is 
eligible for bus service by measuring 
the distance from their house to the 
school. 

Revised Bus Routing
Transportation Service’s operational 

infrastructure is at capacity. Recent 
additions to the bus fleet have been 
required to ensure high levels of service 

Want to talk with APS Superintendent Dr. Pat Murphy? Once again this summer, Dr. Murphy will attend a series of chats 
with residents in July and August. These gatherings will give Arlingtonians an opportunity to talk with him about a wide 
range of school-related topics and to ask questions or provide feedback in small, informal settings. Check the APS website 
in July for dates, times and locations.

delivery to APS students. By leveraging 
technology to design efficient bus 
routes, there are opportunities to reduce 
the number of buses required, relieving 
pressure on the system and controlling 
costs without unduly impacting the 
quality of service delivery. Changing 
routes will help maximize ridership and 
ride times to and from school.

The Transportation Department is 
currently working on these recommen-
dations and others so that they can be 
fully implemented by the start of the 
2012-13 school year. n

Fine Arts Apprentice Program Provides 
Opportunities to Students

APS students have the opportunity 
to gain real-life experiences in a 
number of areas in addition to their 
classroom work. One such opportunity 
is the fine arts apprentice program 
which provides specialized experiences 
beyond the regular art, music and 
drama curriculum for selected high 
school students.

Opportunities include ensemble 
work, master classes, attendance 
at professional rehearsals and 
performances, museum courses, small 
group instruction, seminars, exhibits 
and performances. “This is a unique 
opportunity for students to gain 
experience outside of the classroom,” 
said Humanities Project coordinator 
Allison Gilbert, who oversees the 
program.

Students selected for the apprentice 
program receive a grade and a half-
credit for a minimum of 75 hours of 
arts experience outside the school 
course requirements. “Students are able 
to select opportunities that work with 

their school commitments and extra-
curricular activities,” said Gilbert.

Much of the apprentice program 
work takes place in the evenings 
and on the weekends. Visual arts 
apprentices are expected to participate 
in a fall and spring exhibit while 
performing arts apprentices are 
expected to participate in the annual 
spring recital which takes place in May.

Groups interested in providing 
apprenticeships for students can call 
Gilbert at 703-228-6299. n
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Mark Your Calendar

Elementary Early Release 
(All Elementary Schools)

Stratford Program Graduation: 1 p.m.
Summer School Registration Deadline for middle and high school 
classes

Last Day of High School

Elementary Early Release 
High School Graduation at DAR Constitution Hall:
Washington-Lee - 10 a.m., Yorktown - 3 p.m.,
Wakefield - 8 p.m.

Last Day of Middle School and Middle School Promotion ceremonies
H-B Woodlawn Graduation Ceremony: 5:30 p.m.

Last Day of Elementary School (Early Release)
High School Continuation Program Graduation

SOL English 11 Summer Writing Course begins

JUNE

13

15

19

Key Dates for the 
2012-13 School Year

Aug. 1 – First day of school for 
Barcroft

Sept. 4 – First day of school

Sept. 5 – First day of school for 
Pre-K programs (VPI and 
Special Ed)

Oct. 8 – Columbus Day

Nov. 12 – Veterans Day

Nov. 21-23 – Thanksgiving Break

Dec. 24-Jan. 2 – Winter Break

Jan. 21 – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Holiday

Feb. 18 – Presidents Day

March 25-29 – Spring Break

May 27 – Memorial Day

June 19 – Last day for high school

June 20 – Last day for middle 
school; High School 
Graduation

June 21 – Last day for 
elementary school

Other dates and calendars are 
available online at 

www.apsva.us/schoolyearcalendars

20

21

22

25

Summer School Begins

JULY

9
To view the complete calendar listing, 
visit: www.apsva.us/calendar

Yorktown student Cameron Melin’s (right) 
apprenticeship this year included a performance of 
Signature in the Schools’ Un-American.
Photo credit: Dennis Deloria



•	 Juegos	deportivos	sociales

•	 Carros	con	comida

•	Mercado	de	arte	y	artesanías

•	 Castillos	inflables,	pintura	de	rostros,	
y	arte	con	globos

•	 Carrera	de	obstáculos	YMCA	de	
Arlington

•	 Juegos	patrióticos	para	la	familia

•	 Excelente	vista	de	los	Fuegos	
Artificiales	Nacionales

ACTIVIDADES	DEL	4	DE	JULIO

12

La Junta del Condado aprueba 
presupuesto para AF 2013

La Junta del Condado de Arlington 
aprobó un Presupuesto del Fondo 

General de $1.052 mil millones para 
el año fiscal (AF) 2013 que incluye 
un aumento de 1.3 centavos en la 
tasa del impuesto a los bienes raíces y 
financiación adicional para viviendas 
de bajo costo, mantenimiento de 
instalaciones e infraestructura 
propiedad del Condado, remuneración 
de los empleados y servicios clave. El 
presupuesto aprobado para AF 2013, 
que incluye financiación para escuelas, 
aumentó 4.7% respecto del AF 2012. 

$405.1 millones para las escuelas
La transferencia total del AF 2013 

para APS es de $405.1 millones, 5.1 
porciento respecto del AF 2012. La 

Junta también agregó tres décimas de 
un centavo a la tasa impositiva para 
crear un fondo de reserva de $1.9 
millones para abordar una resolución 
sin fundamentos del Estado en relación 
con la participación de APS en el 
Sistema de Jubilación de Virginia. 

La carga impositiva y arancelaria 
general para el propietario promedio de 
una vivienda en Arlington aumentará 
2.4% -aproximadamente $13 por mes. 
Dicho monto incluye el aumento de 
las valuaciones de bienes raíces y los 
cambios de aranceles. Los cargos de 
reciclaje y residuos bajarán $32, a $294 
por hogar. 

Para más información, visite www.
arlingtonva.us y busque “budget”.  n

Tranvías
La nueva generación del tránsito en Arlington

Arlington, líder en desarrollo 
orientado al tránsito, está 

planificando un sistema de tranvías 
que constituirá la pieza clave de la 
nueva generación del tránsito en 
nuestro Condado. Luego de extensos 
procesos públicos, la Junta del 
Condado ha aprobado el tranvía como 
la mejor solución de tránsito para los 
corredores de Columbia Pike y la  
Ruta 1. 

Las dos líneas de tranvías, que se 
prevé se conectarán en Pentagon City 
y beneficiarán a todo Arlington y la 
región. Proporcionarán una alternativa 
segura, ecológica, eficiente, práctica y 
accesible para transitar por las áreas 
muy pobladas y conectarse con el 
sistema de tránsito regional — por 
una parte del costo de ampliación del 
sistema de Metrorail. 

Cuando las líneas previstas estén 
finalizadas, decenas de miles de 
residentes, trabajadores y visitantes 
podrán viajar sin trasbordos desde 
Potomac Yard en el sudeste de 
Arlington, pasando por varios 
vecindarios de Arlington, hasta el 
área Skyline Plaza del Condado de 
Fairfax. Esto ayudará a garantizar 
que Crystal City y Pentagon City 
sigan siendo competitivos como 
centros de empleo y al mismo 
tiempo atraigan más visitantes a los 
almacenes y restaurantes del área. 

Los tranvías ayudarán a 
transformar la Ruta 1 y Columbia 
Pike en carreteras aptas para 
transitar a pie y orientadas al 
tránsito y a los peatones, y 
también ayudarán a lograr los 
objetivos del Condado de lograr 
la sustentabilidad ambiental 
y económica a través de un 
crecimiento cuidadosamente 
administrado. 

Para obtener más información, visite 
la página web del Condado y busque 
“streetcar”.  n

Gran celebración del  
4 de julio en Arlington

¡El espectáculo Nacional de Fuegos 
Artificiales se encuentra entre los 
mejores de EE. UU. y usted tendrá la 
mejor vista! 

Venga a Long Bridge Park – el 
parque más nuevo de Arlington– 
para las festividades del 4 de julio. 
La celebración comienza al mediodía 
con diferentes actividades para toda 
la familia. Ubicado enfrente del 
Washington Monument sobre el Rio 
Potomac, Long Bridge Park es el lugar 
perfecto para ver los espectaculares 
Fuegos Artificiales Nacionales.

Cómo llegar
Habrá transporte gratuito de 11 

a.m. a 10:30 p.m. entre las estaciones 
de Pentagon City y Crystal City del 
Metro y del garaje de estacionamiento 
de Crystal City Shops, ubicado 
en 1750 Crystal Drive (habrá 
estacionamiento GRATUITO en el 
nivel de garaje). Durante el evento, no 
habrá estacionamiento disponible en el 
parque.

Para obtener más información, visite 
www.arlingtonva.us/DPR o llame al 
703-228-3329.

Tenga en cuenta que no se 
permitirán bebidas alcohólicas y 
fuegos artificiales en el parque, dichos 
artículos serán confiscados.  No se 
permiten alimentos, bebidas y calzado 
con punta en las áreas con césped. El 
Departamento de Policía del Condado 
de Arlington revisará los bolsos y 
refrigeradores.  n

A	medida	que	avanza	el	diseño	
y	la	planificación,	el	público	tendrá	
la	oportunidad	de	sopesar	las	líneas	
previstas	de	tranvías:			

•	Ruta	1:	Arlington	y	City	of	
Alexandria	están	realizando	un	
estudio	financiado	de	forma	conjunta	
para	evaluar	los	posibles	efectos	
ambientales	de	una	línea	de	tranvía	
que	conecta	a	Potomac	Yard	de	
Alexandria	con	Crystal	City,	Pentagon	
City	y	el	tranvía	de	Columbia	Pike.	
Las	reuniones	públicas	sobre	los	
resultados	de	dicho	estudio	se	
anunciarán	más	adelante	este	año.	

•	Columbia	Pike:	Esta	primavera,	se	
realizarán	reuniones	públicas	como	
parte	de	la	aplicación	del	Condado	
para	el	programa	Federal	Smart	Start	
de	financiación	del	proyecto.	Para	
obtener	más	información	sobre	el	
esfuerzo	de	redesarrollo	del	Condado	
en	Columbia	Pike,	visite	el	sitio	web	
del	Condado	y	busque	“Columbia	
Pike.”

Visite	a	www.piketransit.com	para	más	
información	y	fechas	de	las	reuniones.

Planificación	para	el	futuro	

•	Para reportar una emergencia, 
llame	al	911. Los operadores 
hablan español.

•	Si necesita ayuda, los distritos 
cuentan con oficiales que 
hablan español. Vea los numeros 
directos en la página	9.

•	Para ver el contenido de la 
página 9 en español, visite a 
www.arlingtonva.us; busque 
“distritos“. 

LA	POLICIA	
HAbLA	TU	IDIOMA
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