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County Board Chairman J. Walter Tejada Unveils 
Ambitious 2013 Agenda

www.arlingtonva.us

USS Arlington to be Commissioned April 6

On April 6, 2013, the United States 
Navy will commission the USS 

ARLINGTON (LPD 24), one of three  
new vessels built to commemorate 
Sept. 11, 2001. The vessel will be the 
eighth of a new class of amphibious 
landing ships. Its name honors the 
memories of those killed or injured in 
the terrorist attack on the Pentagon 
that day, and recognizes the heroism of 
Arlington’s first responders, who risked 
their lives so others might live.

As Arlington County’s namesake 
ship, the USS ARLINGTON (LPD 

Chairman, J. Walter 
Tejada is pursuing 

an ambitious agenda as 
the 2013 Chairman of 
the Arlington County 
Board.

On Jan. 1, Tejada 
unveiled  “Moving 
Forward Together,” a 
package of initiatives 
aimed at increasing 
Arlington’s supply of 
affordable housing; 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles and 
preventing childhood 
obesity; promoting 
urban agriculture and championing 
safe walking and biking.

His agenda, Tejada said, goes “to the 
heart of what Arlington is all about – 
community, inclusion, diversity, mutual 
respect and sustainability ... for all of 
Arlington.”

The Chairman also announced that 
he will build on the County’s PLACE 
(Participation, Leadership and Civic 
Engagement) efforts by holding a series 

of Neighborhood Town 
Halls that will bring 
County Board Members 
to every corner of 
Arlington to listen to 
residents’ concerns and 
ideas.

He is determined, 
Tejada said, to keep the 
County’s commitment 
to preserve 100 percent 
of Columbia Pike’s 
existing affordable 
housing as the roadway 
is transformed into a 
more walkable, transit-
oriented Main Street.  

The Chairman said that he has directed 
the County Manager to submit by June 
2013 recommendations for creating 
a transit-oriented affordable housing 
fund for the Pike. In addition, Tejada 
promised to strongly advocate for 
increased investment in affordable 
housing, and to advance the County’s 
10-Year Plan to End Homelessness.

To promote healthier living, 
Tejada said, the County will form the 

24) will carry Arlington’s name to 
hundreds of ports around the world 
throughout the 40-50 year life of the 
ship. The USS ARLINGTON’s primary 
duties will be to provide disaster relief, 
assist in rescue/evacuation efforts, and 
respond to any other needs as directed 
by the President.

The USS ARLINGTON is the only 
commemorative 9/11 ship that will 
have an onboard Tribute Room. The 
Tribute Room will contain artifacts and 
memorabilia commemorating 9/11, and 
will feature steel beams taken from the 
Pentagon after 9/11.  

The Commissioning Committee 
is coordinating volunteer and 

Arlington Healthy Community Action 
Team, to focus on activities to help 
reduce childhood obesity. Tejada, in 
partnership with Arlington Public 
Schools, kicked off the initiative to 
help reduce childhood obesity on 
Jan. 17. Turning to urban agriculture, 
Tejada said that a task force formed in 
2012 will present a Food Action Plan 
for the County this spring that will 
address planning, growing, storing and 
sharing food resources.

To promote bicycle and pedestrian 
safety, Tejada promised to build on the 
County’s successful PAL (Predictable, 
Alert, Lawful) initiative to encourage 
safe sharing of County streets, trails 
and bike lanes.

“Our Arlington values of inclusion 
and diversity, for healthy living, for 
sustainability and fiscal responsibility, 
will again guide us to continue being 
the community where — no matter 
what background — each person is 
indeed important,” Tejada said.

To read Tejada’s speech, visit www.
arlingtonva.us; search “Tejada 2013.” n
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fundraising efforts to support the 
commissioning and fund the Tribute 
Room. To contact the committee and 
learn more about these efforts, email 
ussarlcommissioning@gmail.com or 
visit www.ussarlingtonstore.com. 

The Commissioning Ceremony 
on April 6 — in Norfolk, VA — will 
mark the Navy’s acceptance of the 
ship into the Atlantic Fleet as ready 
for service. The ceremony is free and 
open to the public. To attend, visit 
ussarlingtonlpd24.org and fill out and 
submit the online Visitor’s Pass Request 
form.  n

Commander Brett C. Hershman Commander Darren W. Nelson
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The cost to produce, print and mail 
a copy of this edition is about 25¢.

The Citizen is a bimonthly publication of Arlington 
County; available online at www.arlingtoncitizen.
wordpress.com

Ingrid Vaicius (Editor), Ken Matthews (Designer)
703-228-3120 (voice), 703-228-4611 (TTY)
publicaffairs@arlingtonva.us. Printed on 100 percent 
recycled paper, 30-40 percent post-consumer content.

Services for Visually Impaired Readers
Metropolitan Washington Ear offers free reading service 
of The Citizen for people with physical disabilities who 
cannot effectively read print. Call 301-681-6636 or 
www.washear.org or email information@washear.org.

Your County Board

Upcoming County Board Meetings

Saturday, Mar. 16 – Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, Mar. 19 – Recessed Meeting 
Thursday, Mar. 26 – Budget Hearing 
Thursday, Mar. 28 – Tax Rate Hearing 
Saturday, Apr. 20 – Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, Apr. 23 – Recessed Meeting

View the full schedule online at 
www.arlingtonva.us/cbo/meetings.

County Board Office: 2100 Clarendon Blvd., 
Suite 300, Arlington, Va. 22201, 703-228-3130 
(voice), 703-228-4611 (TTY), 703-228-7430 (fax), 
countyboard@arlingtonva.us

J. Walter Tejada, Chairman (L) 
Jay Fisette, Vice Chairman (R) 

L to R: Libby Garvey, Mary Hynes,
Christopher Zimmerman

Our  V i s ion :  Ar l i ng ton  w i l l  b e  a  d i v e rs e  and  i nc lu s i v e  wor l d - c l a s s  u rban  commun i t y  w i th  s e cu re ,  a t t rac t i v e  re s i den t i a l  and  commerc ia l 

Have questions about the County’s planned streetcar system? County Board Members will give an update & take questions at 
a Streetcar Town Hall from 6:46 to 9 p.m., Wed., March 27 at Kenmore Middle School Auditorium, 200 S. Carlin Springs Road. 
For more info, visit www.arlingtonva.us; search “town hall.”

Crystal City Plan Wins 2013 National Planning Achievement Award

Arlington’s Crystal City Sector Plan, 
a long-range vision crafted jointly 

by community members and Arlington 
County, has won the American 
Planning Association’s (APA) 2013 
National Planning Achievement Award 
for Innovation in Economic Planning 
and Development. 

The Crystal City Sector Plan 
provides a planning roadmap for 
transforming Crystal City into a 
more complete, vibrant, walkable 

and transit-oriented neighborhood. 
Among the improvements planned 
for Crystal City are a streetcar line 
along the Route 1 corridor that will 
run from the Pentagon City Metrorail 
station through Crystal City to Potomac 
Yard; buildings up to 300 feet tall 
in strategic areas; 7,500 new homes; 
the transformation of Jefferson Davis 
Highway into an urban boulevard 
linking Crystal City’s east and west 

Arlington Reads 2013 Explores the Newcomer’s Story

One of the most heralded young 
novelists of his generation and 

a Pulitzer Prize winner will be our 
on-hand guide as Arlington Reads 2013 
goes “Out of Bounds: The Immigrant 
Experience.” 

This spring Arlington Public 
Library’s annual one-theme, one-
community initiative will look at two 
powerful works of fiction that echo 
the searing isolation, loneliness and 
hope felt by millions who have gone 
searching far from home as migrants to 
America.

Dinaw Mengestu came to the United 
States from Ethiopia at the age of two. 
His first novel, “The Beautiful Things 
that Heaven Bears,” tells the story 
of an Ethiopian survivor escaping 
communist revolution only to struggle 
for acceptance behind the counter of 

a shabby Washington grocery store. 
The New York Times says Mengestu 
has created a “great African novel, a 
great Washington novel and a great 
American novel.” He is the winner of 
a 2012 MacArthur Foundation “genius 
grant” fellowship and has been named 
a top author under 40 by the New 
Yorker and the National Book Award 
Foundation. Mengestu’s journalism has 
appeared in Harper’s, Rolling Stone 
and the Wall Street Journal. He’ll speak 
at Central Library on April 9.

Dominican immigrant Junot Díaz’s 
“The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar 
Wao” weaves shifting narration and 
a tragic family backstory with the 
longings of a fatherless, overweight 
teen transplanted in New Jersey with 
only science fiction as an escape. A 
best-selling first novel, “Oscar Wao” 

won Díaz the Pulitzer Prize in 2007. 
Time magazine called it the best novel 
of the year, “a massive, heaving, 
sparking tragicomedy.” Díaz is another 
2012 MacArthur fellowship winner and 
a 2012 National Book Award finalist. 

neighborhoods; ground floor retail 
stores and improved design and quality 
for public open spaces.

The 40-year long-range plan is a 
pioneer in the use of economic analysis 
for planning purposes. It also is among 
the first of its kind to closely study 
the economics of demolishing and 
replacing major commercial  
buildings.  n

County Manager Proposes FY 2014 Budget

County Manager Barbara Donnellan 
on February 23 presented a $1.073 

billion Proposed FY 2014 Budget to the 
County Board. The proposed budget 
includes cuts in services and a 3.2 
cent increase in the real estate tax 
rate. Following the Board’s guidance, 
Donnellan proposed a budget that 
“preserves the balance of services and 
respects the values of our community.”

Before the Board adopts the FY 2014 
budget on April 20, 2013, it will hold 
several departmental work sessions and 
two public hearings in March. Visit 
www.arlingtonva.us; search “budget” 
for more information. Highlights of the 
proposed budget include:
•	Budget reductions and adjustments: 

Services/program reductions, 
including elimination of more than 
46 positions

•	3.2 cent real estate tax rate increase: 
increases the tax rate to $1.003 per 
$100 (includes 1.3 cents dedicated for 
stormwater).

•	Affordable housing investment  
fund levels maintained.

•	More funding for schools: $10.8 
million. The transfer to Arlington 
Public Schools is ongoing funding 
of $411.1 million, 2.7 percent more 
than FY 2013. This includes $7.1 
million to cover the costs of 973 new 
students.

•	Merit step increases for employees, 
plus fully funding the County’s 
annual requirements toward 
retirement and retiree healthcare 
obligations.  n

Key FY 2013 budget dates:

•	March 26: County Board holds public 
hearing on FY 2014 Budget 

•	March 28: County Board holds public 
hearing on proposed CY 2013 tax rates 
and fees

•	April 20: County Board adopts  
FY 2014 Budget and sets tax rates  
for CY 2013

He’ll speak at Central Library on 
April 29. 

Arlington Reads is made possible 
through the generous support of the 
Friends of the Arlington Public  
Library.  n

How would you prioritize the County
Government’s budget in FY 2014?

Scan this QR code to learn more.



Spring is Pothole Season
After harsh winter weather and snow 
plowing, pavement is more susceptible 
to potholes. County Crews work 
diligently to address the potholes that 
have developed throughout Arlington, 
particularly on primary streets. You 
can help by letting us know where the 
potholes exist and providing the closest 
address. The more specific you are about 
a pothole location, the faster we can 
find it and fix it. To submit a pothole 
report, visit www.aringtonva.us; search 
“pothole.”

Board Approves Money for Moderate 
Income Purchase Assistance Program
The County Board approved over $1.2 
million for down payment and closing 
cost assistance for low and moderate 
first time homebuyers through the 
Moderate Income Purchase Assistance 
Program (MIPAP). MIPAP provides 
assistance to qualified first-time 
homebuyers of up to 25 percent of the 
purchase price towards the purchase 
of a home in Arlington. These loans 
can cover all closing costs not paid by 
the seller, up to a maximum of three 
discount points and a portion of the 
down payment. For more information 
call 703-228-3765, housingdivision@
arlingtonva.us or visit www.arlingtonva.
us; search “housing.”  

Real Estate Tax Relief Available
Arlington homeowners 65 or older, 
or disabled may be eligible for real 
estate tax relief. The 2013 Arlington 
Real Estate Tax Relief program provides 
an exemption and/or deferral of real 
estate taxes for qualified Arlington 
homeowners. The maximum income 
level is $99,472. Gross income from all 
sources is considered. The maximum 
asset level is $340,000 for exemption 
and $540,000 for deferral. The final 
deadline is Aug. 15, 2013. Apply as soon 
as possible at www.arlingtonva.us; 
search “grants” or call 703-228-1350.

Earn Your Gold, Advise the PAC
Did you know Arlington is a Gold-Level 
Walk Friendly Community? Earning this 
status takes work. The County Manager 
relies on input and advice from the 
all-volunteer Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee (PAC) to continuously 
improve our community’s walking 
environment. The PAC seeks motivated 
individuals who care about walking 
to offer input and/or assist in the 
committee’s efforts. Meetings are 
open to the public and take place 
at Courthouse Plaza 7-9 p.m. on the 
second Wednesday of every month. 
Visit WalkArlington.com for more 
information.

3ne ighbo rhoods  whe re  peop l e  un i t e  t o  f o rm  a  ca r i ng ,  l ea rn ing ,  pa r t i c i pa t i ng ,  su s ta inab l e  commun i t y  i n  wh i ch  each  pe rson  i s  impor tan t .

NEWSBRIEFS

Bring your household hazardous materials (HHM) to the County’s spring E-CARE event on Saturday, April 20, 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m., at 
Thomas Jefferson Middle School. Arlington residents can safely dispose of household hazardous materials and recycle items like 
electronics, bikes, small metal items, shoes, eyeglasses and durable medical equipment.

Clarendon Metro Plaza Update

Construction for the Clarendon 
Metro plaza renovation is moving 

forward. To date, crews have installed 
a new plaza that includes a compass 
rose design in the pavers above the 
escalators, pedestrian ramps and new 

Share Your Virtual Voice

With Open Arlington you can 
read what others are saying on 

a wide range of topics, then post your 
own statement. Topics have included 
picking a favorite park design, giving 
feedback on County spending priorities, 
sharing input on urban agriculture  
in Arlington and much more. By 
signing up, you’ll also receive 
notification when new topics are  
added. Sign up and get involved at 
www.openarlington.us.  n

curb extensions at N. Highland St. 
along with new plaza paving, seating 
walls, landscape beds, irrigation 
systems and lighting. 

By spring 2013, crews will have 
installed covered bike shelters, movable 
tables, chairs and plantings. The 
last phase of this project includes 
replacement of the pavers at the west 
end of the park area, and will begin 
in spring 2013. When the project is 
finalized, the plaza will be able to 
accommodate community activities, 
while enhancing pedestrian access 
to Metrorail and transit.  Throughout 
construction, access to the Metro 
elevator and escalators will remain 
open. To learn more, visit www.
arlingtonva.us; search “Clarendon 
Metro Plaza.”  n

Construction Updates

Arlington Mill Community  
Center Construction Update

Major construction work on South 
Dinwiddie Street of the Arlington Mill 
Community Center is complete. Crews  
are now working to build the interior  
finishes of the Center, and completing  
the gymnasium. Residential building  
is progressing on schedule. The new  
Center is slated for completion in  
late summer 2013.

Columbia Pike 
Construction continues for the Utility 
Undergrounding and Street Improvement 
project, located between S. Wakefield 
Street and S. Four Mile Run Dr. Street 
improvements will require lane closures, 
and crews will perform some of this work 
during evening hours to decrease impacts 
on businesses and motorists during the day. 
Residents can expect some construction 
noise associated with this work. Businesses 
located along this segment of Columbia 
Pike remain open during construction and 
owners greatly appreciate the community’s 
continuous support. 

Pentagon City Multimodal/Crystal 
City Two-Way Conversion 
Construction continues along South Hayes 
Street, as crews prepare to install street 
furniture, such as a new bicycle shelter, 
bus shelter, and kiss and ride shelter within 
both Pentagon City Metro plaza areas. In 
February, crews began installing signal 
poles from 23rd Street South to 26th Street 
South as part of the Crystal Drive Two-Way 
Conversion project. This effort will require 
removal of old signal poles and traffic 

pattern changes from one-direction 
to two directions. Sign up for traffic 
updates at www.arlingtonva.us; search 
“pentagon city.”

VDOT Bridge Projects  
Ongoing in Arlington
•	 The Courthouse Rd/10th Street N. 

Arlington Blvd. project is currently 
under construction and both of 
the pre-existing bridges have been 
demolished.  The newly constructed 
bridges are anticipated to be 
completed by spring 2014.

•	 The Washington Blvd./Columbia Pike 
bridge is also under construction, with 
completion anticipated in summer 
2015.

•	 VDOT plans to rehabilitate the 
Washington Boulevard Bridge over 
Jefferson Davis Highway, and held a 
Design Public Hearing on Feb. 13.

Learn more at www.VirginiaDOT.org; 
search “Courthouse Bridge”, “Columbia 
Pike”, or “Route 27 over Route 110.”

SPRING 
E-CARE
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Green It Workshops

Potomac River Watershed 
Cleanup: Join thousands 
of people 

from Virginia, DC 
and Maryland to 
help clean up our 
local streams.  
9 a.m.–Noon.  
For locations visit 
potomaccleanup.org

Green Living Expo and 
Community Earth Week 
Fair: Learn how to green 

your home, community and lifestyle. 
This expo features green vendors, 
seminars, children’s activities, 
Operation Rain Barrel and more. 
Sponsored by Arlingtonians for 
a Clean Environment and George 
Mason University. 12-4:30 p.m. 
Free. GMU Founder’s Hall, 3351 
Fairfax Dr. 703-228-6427.  
www.arlingtonenvironment.org
 

Earth Day: Every step, 
every action, every person 
makes a difference. From 

schools, volunteers and events to 
news, reports and networking — this 
site is your source for everything 
Earth. For ideas or information 
about what you can do, check out 
the Earth Day Network website at 
www.earthday.net

AIRE Scavenger Hunt: Grab your 
walking shoes! Bring a 
team or compete as an 
individual to hunt energy-

saving measures in the Crystal City 
neighborhood. We’ll provide you 
with tips and clues to get you from 
point to point, and you’ll collect 
energy saving answers and prizes 
along the way. All finishers will be 
entered for a chance to win raffle 
items that you won’t want to miss. 
1-3 p.m. freshaireva.us/energyhunt
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The Arlington Green Games 
are now open to Apartments, 

Condos, Restaurants and Retailers.  
Both residents and businesses in these 
buildings have a chance to compete in 
this fun and interactive program. Save 
energy, money, and meet sustainability 
goals while competing for awards and 
amazing prizes. Let Arlington County 
be your energy and sustainability 
coach. Register online today at  
www.arlingtongreengames.com.  n

Arlington Green 
Games Expand

Growing Food in the 
City – Starting and 
Maintaining a Garden: 

This mini workshop will go over 
basics of edible food production 
from seed starting and soil testing to 
space saving techniques and plant 
selection. 9:30 a.m.-Noon. Free. 
Fairlington Community Center. Call 
703-228-6414 or email mgarlalex@
gmail.com to register.
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A rlington offers rebates to 
commercial customers to retrofit 

inefficient lighting. Rebates are still 
available on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Recently, John Hancock Life 
Insurance, located in Ballston, took 
advantage of the program replacing 

Own a Commercial Property?
AIRE can help you save money

A rlington County released its draft 
Community Energy Plan (CEP) 

to the public in November 2012. If 
adopted, the CEP will be the newest 
element to the County’s Comprehensive 
Plan, making it part of the Arlington’s 
long-term vision and planning process. 
The CEP project began in 2010 as 
part of the County’s efforts to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and establish 
County-wide energy goals and 
strategies.

The draft Community Energy 
Plan, along with a companion 
Implementation Framework and a link 
for providing comments are available 
at freshaireva.us/energyplan.  n

Community 
Energy Plan 
Looking for your input

Got a Bright Idea?

Do you have any great ideas about 
energy usage and policy? We want 
to hear what you think. Send us 
your feedback by Friday, Mar. 29 to 
freshaireva.us/energyplan

A rlington County has partnered 
with the non-profit LEAP (Local 

Energy Alliance Program), to bring you 
a $250 rebate off the cost of a Home 
Energy Assessment. An assessment is 
an in-depth examination of your house 
as a system. It pinpoints where your 
home is wasting energy and provides 
customized recommendations on how 
to improve the efficiency, comfort and 
health of your home. The assessment 
uses a “blower-door,” which 
pressurizes your home, and infrared 
technology that reveals the location 
and magnitude of air leaks throughout 
your home. It not only tests your HVAC 

Schedule a Home Energy Assessment 
Get a $250 rebate

A rlington County maintains over 
1,000 miles of streets. Each fall, 

the County assesses one third of these 
streets and develops a priority-based 
system for resurfacing and paving.  
During the assessment, each block 
is given a number from one (worst 
condition) to 100 (new pavement), 
indicating the pavement condition. 
This number, called a Pavement 
Condition Index (PCI) is based on 
factors including ride quality, cracking, 
and potholes.  

Arlington’s average PCI is 68.9, well 
below our goal and historic average 
of the mid to high 70s. Falling below 
60 PCI means that streets need to be 
repaved. Arlington has developed a 
plan as part of the County’s Capital 
Improvement Program to significantly 
increase funding for paving in the 
coming years. If funding is approved 
the paving plan would be scheduled to 

Paving the Way
Road maintenance in Arlington

begin as early as the summer 2014.

2013 Paving Season 
February: Paving Season begins 

with concrete work (curbs, gutters, and 
sidewalks) that must take place prior to 
road paving.  

March: Crews begin milling 
operations on some streets. 

April – Nov.: Crews begin paving 
50 miles of County roads. 

June – Aug.: Crews use slurry seal, 
a less expensive paving alternative, 
to repair 40 miles of County roads.  
Microsurfacing and road rebuilding —  
on select streets — will also take place 
during this time.

Between the milling and paving 
processes, crews will adjust manholes 
and other utility boxes in the street. 
These adjustments can take a few days 
to a couple of weeks.  n

Street Maintenance Strategies

•	Hot Mix Resurfacing includes milling 
off about two inches of existing street 
and paving the top layer with liquid and 
stone aggregate.

•	Slurry Seal and Microsurfacing are 
surface treatments that allow streets to 
last longer between asphalt repaving. 
Both processes cost a fraction of milling 

and paving costs, and last for about  
7-10 years.

•	Rebuilding is the complete removal of 
the asphalt on a street, down a foot or 
more, followed by filling with either stone 
and then layers of asphalt. This approach 
is cost efficient and works very well on 
residential streets.

$250
OFF 

HOME ENERGY ASSESSMENT

REBATE
equipment and the sufficiency of your 
insulation, but also checks your home 
for hidden health hazards.

These in-home inspections normally 
cost $300-$500. To get started follow 
these simple steps:
1. Visit leap.energysavvy.com/start-

your-project/

2. Fill out the form and in the coupon 
code box at the bottom of the page, 
enter “ARLREBATE” to receive your 
discount.

3. A LEAP representative will contact 
you to schedule the assessment.  n

208 light fixtures with energy efficient 
fixtures. The new fixtures use 86 
percent less energy and will save 
approximately $2,000 per year in 
electricity costs. To learn more about 
the rebate program, visit www.bit.ly/
LightingRebate  n

Photo by Ashlea 
Smith
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Connect with Kids Winter Champions Named

A soccer coach who 
teaches kids how to 

work hard to achieve their 
goals; an elementary school 
teacher who encourages 
kids to develop good peer 
relations; a volunteer who 
runs a lunch group for boys 
who need extra support; 
and a Buckingham Youth 
Brigade graduate who is 
giving back by mentoring 
current Youth Brigade 
members. 

These are this winter’s 
Connect with Kids (CWK) 
Champions — ordinary 
people making extraordinary 
efforts to let young people know that 
they are cared for and valued in our 
community. The Arlington Partnership 
for Children, Youth & Families 
announces CWK Champions twice a 
year. Meet one of the recent winners:

Gerardo Merino is a mentor 
for the Junior Buckingham Youth 
Brigade, a middle school group in the 
Buckingham Neighborhood. He makes 
time every Monday to help students 
in the same program he himself 
joined as a teen. Last summer, Merino 
volunteered two to three times a week 

for the Buckingham 
Gardens Summer 
Camp. “Gerardo has 
an incredible ability 
to make everyone feel 
special, cherished and 
safe,” Alyssa Duda, 
Program Coordinator, 
said. “He always keeps 
the youth laughing.” 

Other recent CWK 
Champions include:
•	Mo Tayari is a soccer 
coach who teaches 
kids how to achieve 
their goals both on 
and off the field.

•	Anne Malleck teaches English 
as a Second Language at Long 
Bridge Elementary School. She 
helps students build good peer 
relations through examples and by 
encouraging them to give each other 
compliments.

•	Bob Bigney volunteers at Carlin 
Springs Elementary School, where 
he runs a lunch group for boys who 
need extra support.

For more information or to 
nominate a Champion, go to www.
apcyf.org or call 703-228-1671.  n

Brothers in Bamako: On the 
pathways between Memphis 
& Mali’s capital, Bamako, is 

the musical crossroad of Habib Koité 
and Eric Bibb. Uniting two soulful 
histories into a never-before heard 
guitar sound that is passionate and 
ebullient. Forging a bridge across the 
Atlantic, Bibb and Koité are two talents 
too exhilarating to ignore with this 
collaboration. 8 p.m. $30. Spectrum 
Theatre. www.artisphere.com

7th Annual Arlington 
Home and Garden Expo: 
Attend informational  

seminars, get information and your 
questions answered from more 
than 70 exhibitors, County Housing 
Agencies and Non-Profits,  Master 
Gardeners, Tree Stewards and pro 
landscapers, bank representatives 
and other financial experts. 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. Thomas Jefferson Community 
Center. 703-892-2776. www.
ArlingtonHomeShow.org  

Design is One: Part of the 
DC International Design 
Festival this film, directed 

by Kathy Brew and Robert Guerra, 
brings us into the work and everyday 
moments of Italian-born Lella and 
Massimo Vignelli, two of the world’s 
most influential designers. Their 
achievements in industrial and product 
design, graphic and publication 
design, corporate identity programs, 
architectural graphics, and exhibition, 
interior, and furniture design have 
earned worldwide respect and 
numerous national and international 
awards for over 40 years. 7 p.m. Free. 
Dome Theatre. www.artisphere.com

MARCH

Events Around Arlington

8

9

Shocked and Amazed 
Carnival Sideshow: 
Featuring the New York 

Variety All-Stars with special guests 
Cheeky Monkey. Step into the bizarre 
world of 
the carnival 
sideshow, 
and prepare 
yourself for 
a night of 
unparalleled 
amusement as Shocked and Amazed 
presents its first ever live event.  
Featuring Coney Island’s most daring 
darlings, the New York Variety All-
Stars, DC’s own Mab Just Mab with 
Swami YoMahmi from the Cheeky 
Monkey Sideshow and the burlesque 
stylings of GiGi Holliday.  
9 p.m. $15. Black Box Theatre.  
www.artisphere.com

Voodoo Macbeth adapted 
by Orson Welles: Arguably 
the best-remembered 

and most sensational of the 
Federal Theater Project’s theatrical 
productions, the so-called “Voodoo 
Macbeth” was a reimagining of the 
play using the imagery and traditions 
of Voodoo. The only records of what 
took place on stage are contemporary 
descriptions and Welles’ notated 
script of the Shakespeare play. 
Director Kathleen Akerley will take 
Welles’ structure to craft a “Voodoo 
Macbeth” for Theater Two. Theatre II, 
Gunston Arts Center, 2700 S. Lang St.  
www.americancentury.org  
Through April 13.

15

16

22

Oh Say Can’t You See: What 
Happened to American 
Design? American Design 

fuses craftsmanship with originality to 
create a particular characteristic that 
formally may have been more difficult 
to define. This panel discussion will 
explore the leading trends in American 
design and who the top contenders are 
who set those trends. Panelists include 
Annie Groer, design journalist; Josh 
Owen, chair of the Industrial Design 
Program at the Rochester Institute of 
Technology (NY); Scott Mason, design 
director, David Edward; Tom Shiner, 
architect and founder of Museum &  
Library Furniture; and Jason 
Schupbach, design director for the 
National Endowment for the Arts (DC). 
5–6:30 p.m.; Q&A and reception to 
follow. Free. Dome Theatre.  
www.artisphere.com

APRIL

2820
WalkArlington’s Bluemont/
Bon Air Walkabout: Join 
County Board Chairman 

Walter Tejada, and local residents for 
a guided walking tour of this multi-
faceted neighborhood. From verdant 
parkland to winding trails, blue-
ribbon schools to award-winning 
gardens, 1800s dairy farm to 1900s 
railroad caboose, the Bluemont/
Bon Air Walkabout takes walkers 
on a 9-stop, 2.5-mile stroll through 
this centrally located Walk Friendly 
Community. Starts at Fields Park 
behind Fire Station #2. 3-5 p.m. 
Free. info@WalkArlington.com  
www.WalkArlington.com 

Gerardo Merino

Do you have ideas about how to 
improve services for older Arlington 
residents? Want to learn more about 
the services already being provided?  
Come to the Commission’s annual 
Public Hearing on the Area Plan for 
Aging Services Monday, March 18, 
9 a.m.-Noon at the Central Library 
Auditorium,1015 N. Quincy St. Park 

Senior Spotlight

in the surface lot on N. Quincy. The 
location is accessible to persons 
with disabilities; if you need special 
accommodations, request them at 
least five business days in advance. 
For more information, contact 
the Agency on Aging at 703-228-
1700, TTY 703-228-1788, or email 
Arlaaa@arlingtonva.us.

Arlington Commission on Aging Public Hearing

Fire Safety Tips

Did you know that cooking is 
the number one cause of home 

fires and injuries, and smoking is the 
leading cause of fire deaths? Don’t wait 
until it’s too late — follow these tips:

Install and maintain smoke alarms: 
Install them on each level of your home 
and outside of each bedroom. Replace 
batteries twice a year, when you change 
the clocks or when the alarm chirps. 
Remember to test them once a month. 

Plan and practice your escape: 
Plan two ways out of every room and 
remember fire escape routes must not 
include elevators. Choose a meeting 
place outside where everyone should 
gather. Once you are out, stay out!

Be careful cooking: Keep cooking 
areas clear of combustibles, and don’t 
leave cooking unattended. Keep your 
pot handles turned inward so that they 
can’t be knocked or pulled over the 
edge of the stove. If grease catches fire, 
carefully slide a lid over the pan to 
smother the flames and then turn the 
burner off. 

Stop, drop and roll: If your clothes 
catch fire, don’t run. Stop where you 
are, drop to the ground, and roll over 
to smother the flames. Cover your face 
with your hands to protect your face 
and lungs.

For more information call 703- 
228-4644.  n

March 18 – April 26: Place yard waste such as weeds, small branches, plant clippings and leaves at the curb in a 
biodegradable paper bag for collection. For a full list of materials, visit www.arlingtonva.us; search “spring yard waste.” 
Pick-ups are on the business day after your scheduled trash day.

SPRING YARD WASTE 

COLLECTION





the Historical Affairs and Landmark 
Review Board.

As the first and oldest community 
house in Arlington County, Carlin 
Hall is a historically significant 
structure in our community. Under 
the direction of the Carlin Springs 
Cooperative Association, Theodore 
Bailey erected the building to serve 
as a rural gathering place for village 
residents. The hall continues to play a 
vital role in community life and hosts a 
cooperative preschool, exercise classes, 
birthday parties and other community 
events.

The work on Carlin Hall is slated 
for completion in March 2013. County 
staff is excited for the hall to serve the 
community for another 120 years!  n

The turning point in Ricardo Cobb’s 
life was getting a letter stating 

he wasn’t allowed to vote in the 2012 
Presidential election.  

When he got the letter, Cobb, 57, 
had been living in the Rosslyn Metro 
station for more than nine years. He 
would work the occasional construction 
job, and sometimes accepted help 
from agencies and community groups 
that work with homeless people. But 
he wasn’t interested in taking the 
steps that might bring him closer to 
permanent housing. Then came the 
letter: due to a felony charge, he 
couldn’t vote.

Cobb was crushed at the prospect. 
Although he had never been arrested, 
Cobb had fallen victim to a type 
of identity theft prevalent among 
homeless populations: someone had 
been arrested for a crime and had 
given the authorities Cobb’s name and 
personal information.

Cobb brought the letter to Ayana 
Bellamy at the Arlington Street People’s 
Assistance Network (A-SPAN), and 
asked her for help – help getting his 
record cleared and help to ensure 
this never happened again. Bellamy 
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From the Streets to Permanent Housing
Meet Ricardo Cobb

worked with the police department 
to clear the felony charge and helped 
Cobb get identification. Bellamy and 
A-SPAN also worked with Cobb to 
get connected to medical and mental 
health services and to the federal 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP, formerly food stamps). 

On November 8, 2012, Cobb moved 
off the streets and into an apartment 
through A-SPAN’s Permanent 
Supportive Housing Program. 

Arlington’s 100 Homes Campaign 
volunteers canvassed the streets over 
in fall 2011 to find homeless people 
who were at risk of dying if they did 
not get help. Ricardo Cobb was one 
of those people. To date, Cobb and 46 
other vulnerable homeless individuals 
identified during 100 Homes have 
moved off the street and into housing 
programs run by Arlington County 
and partners A-SPAN, Arlington-
Alexandria Coalition for the Homeless 
and Volunteers of America-Chesapeake.

Learn more about Arlington’s efforts  
to prevent and end homelessness  
at www.arlingtonva.us; search  
“homeless.”  n

As you travel around Arlington this 
spring you might notice vegetables 

sprouting in some unusual spots.
These community gardens are 

possible thanks in part to the mini-
grant program ACHIEVE — Action 
Communities for Health, Innovation, 
and EnVironmental ChangE. In 
January 2012, the County awarded 
$800 ACHIEVE grants to support the 
creation or expansion of community 
gardens, with the goal of increasing 
fruit and vegetable consumption 
among low-income residents. The 
grants went to four organizations:
•	Whitefield Commons Apartments, a 

low-income housing complex.

•	Arlington-Alexandria Coalition 
for the Homeless, which provides 
transitional housing to persons who 
are homeless. Children helped with 
the gardening and tried eight new 
vegetables over the summer. Adults 
who participated in the garden 
reported saving money on grocery 
bills and eating more vegetables.

•	Clarendon Presbyterian Church 
and St. Andrews Episcopal Church. 
The two churches grew a combined 
total of 1,278 pounds of vegetables 
for donation to Arlington Food 
Assistance Center (AFAC). The 
churches reported growing more than 
18 varieties of vegetables.  

Community Gardens Spread 
 to Churches and Apartments

Built in 1892, Carlin Hall (5711 4th 
St. S.) has served our community 

for 120 years. The tall, one-story late-
Victorian community hall has served 
as a meeting hall, church, library, 
dancehall and theater. In 1962, the 
County took ownership of the building, 
which now serves as a community 
center.

During a routine evaluation of 
the facility, staff discovered that the 
building’s exterior and structural 
framing were in need of extensive 
repair. This past summer, crews began 
work on the structural restoration by 
removing the building envelope, and 
replacing the entire framing system 
for the roof. Part of this process 
allowed the County to correct some of 
the historical elements that had been 
changed over the years. Working with 
the County’s Historic Preservation 
Program and the Historical Affairs 
and Landmarks Review Board, staff 
replaced the roof and siding installed 
in the 1980s with a more historically 
accurate type of material. Since 
Carlin Hall is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, all repair 
and maintenance conducted by the 
County is closely coordinated with 

Each of these four groups also 
received an additional $300 grant 
after successful completion of their fall 
programs. The ACHIEVE mini-grants 
are funded by the National Recreation 
and Parks Association and administered 
by Virginia Cooperative Extension and 
Arlington’s Dept. of Parks & Recreation. 

In the fall of 2012 new mini-
grants were awarded to Colonial 
Village Apartments, Arlington Oaks 
Condominium and AFAC (for the 
garden it supports at Central Library). 

The mini-grant program will 
continue in 2013, thanks to new 
funding from Virginia Foundation for 
Healthy Youth. For more information, 
contact jabel@vt.edu, or visit www.
arlingtonva.us; search “urban ag.”  n

Library magazines now come to you: the latest Consumer Reports, O, Forbes and House Beautiful are among the 
scores of downloadable titles now available free anytime on your tablet, phone or computer with your Arlington 
Public Library card. Visit www.rbdigital.com/arlingtoncountyva/zinio to get started.

County Restores Historic Carlin Hall

Left: Ricardo Cobb on Nov. 17, 2011 – Survey day in Rosslyn; Right: Ricardo Cobb on Nov. 18, 2012 –  
Move-In Day

Help is always a
phone call away. 

For free, confidential 
consulting, call  

Suicide | Depression | Addiction
Treatment | Crisis Counseling

Advice | Se habla español

Arlington County Adult Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services

703-228-5150
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Building ConnectArlington

In today’s digital 
age, ensuring robust 

digital services is vital 
for County government, 
Arlington Public 
Schools, and, ultimately, 
the community. 
ConnectArlington is a 
long-term investment 
to address future 
telecommunications 
needs and bandwidth 
requirements. This 
broadband fiber-optic 
network will support 
education, public 
safety, transportation, 
and government use, 
reducing funds spent on commercial 
telecommunications services.

You will soon see construction work 
in some Arlington neighborhoods 
as we begin laying fiber-optic cable, 
and we are committed to ensuring 
construction goes smoothly for all 
neighborhoods affected.    

All contractor vehicles will display 
ConnectArlington placards to identify 
construction work. In addition, all site 
supervisors will wear ConnectArlington 
vests and carry business cards. Please 
feel free to speak to the supervisor  
if you have questions.  

Affected Neighborhoods
In the mid-February to April 

timeframe, residents can expect to see 

Arlington County Crime Solvers Offers Cash for Tips

Do you have information about a 
crime, know the whereabouts of 

a wanted person or have information 
about the sale of illegal drugs? Through 
Arlington’s Crime Solvers program, 
that information could earn you cash 
while helping keep your community 
safe. One Arlington resident recently 
earned a $650 reward through Crime 
Solvers, for information leading to an 
arrest in a crime.

Crime Solvers is used around 
the world to encourage citizens to 
provide anonymous crime tips. The 

Police Safety Tips

As the 
weather 

changes, so 
should your 
safety habits. 
When the days 
get longer and 
schools close, 
people spend 
more time 
outside and 
foot traffic increases. These factors 
can contribute to increased criminal 
activity.  Here are some safety tips if 
you are out and about or at home:   
•	Try to run, walk, or ride your bike in 

populated areas and during daylight.

•	If you choose to run, walk, or ride 
your bike in the evening hours, 
remember to wear light clothing and 
have reflective material or lights.

•	Familiarize yourself with various 
routes you take and avoid unfamiliar 
areas.

•	Run, walk or riding a bike with a 
buddy or your dog.

•	Bring a cell phone.

•	If you listen to music while running, 
walking, or bike riding, only put one 
ear bud of the earphones in.

•	Tell someone where you will be going 
before you leave.

At home 
•	Do NOT leave windows open when 

no one is home.

•	If you leave windows open while 
sleeping, try to not leave any first 
floor windows open.

•	Ask neighbors to watch your home 
when you are away.

•	Do not leave valuables in places 
visible to the street.

•	Always lock your doors.

•	Do not hide keys on your property. 
Instead, ask a trusted neighbor or 
friend to hold onto an extra set of 
your keys.

•	Alert your neighbors to suspicious 
people or activity.  n

construction in the neighborhoods 
surrounding:
•	Arlington Career Center

•	Columbia Pike Library

•	Fenwick Center

•	Patrick Henry Elementary School

•	Residential Program Center

•	Arlington Science Focus Elementary 
School

•	Francis Scott Key Elementary School

•	Thurgood Marshall Building. 
Construction on remaining sites 

will begin in late spring. We will 
share details on work timelines with 
affected neighborhoods as work 
progresses. For more information 
visit www.arlingtonva.us; search 
“ConnectArlington.”  n

Check out the 2013 Street Sweeping Schedule online to learn your zone’s upcoming 
street sweeping day. Visit  www.arlingtonva.us; search “street sweeping”. 

organization advertises 
unsolved crimes and wanted 
persons in the media.

Arlington County Crime 
Solvers, Inc. is a community 
organization, funded by 
private donations. The 
program receives no Federal, 
State or local funds. It is 
incorporated as a federally 
tax-exempt, non-profit, non-
stock, charitable organization 
dedicated exclusively to 
crime-fighting. Since starting 
in 1976 in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, Crime Stoppers 

International estimates that more that 
80,000 defendants have been arrested; 
almost $3 billion worth of stolen 
property and illegal drugs have been 
recovered, and $31 million in rewards 
has been paid. Here’s how it works:
•	The 24-hour Tip Line: 1-866- 

411-TIPS (8477)

•	Calls to the line are neither taped nor 
traced. No one asks the caller’s name.

•	Callers are assigned an identification 
number and asked to call back in two 

to three weeks. If the information 
leads to an arrest, the caller will be 
told how to collect this/her reward.

•	The Arlington County Police Dept. 
investigates and processes the tips, 
makes arrests and recoveries, and 
reports the outcome of the tips to 
the volunteer Board of Directors that 
governs Crime Solvers.

•	The Crime Solvers Board of Directors 
is made up of residents like you, 
people who care about deterring 
crime in Arlington.

•	Callers who provide information — 
leading to an arrest the recovery 
of drugs or stolen property — are 
eligible for a cash reward of up to 
$1,000. 

For more information, visit 
www.arlingtoncrimesolvers.
org. To make a donation, visit 
www.arlingtoncrimesolvers.org/
contributionform.htm or send your  
tax-deductible donation to:  
Arlington County Crime Solvers, Inc., 
2009 14th St., N. Suite 111, Arlington, 
VA 22201.  n

Never hesitate to call the police: 
•	 Emergencies: 911

•	Non-emergencies: 703-558-2222

Online Services  
Just a Click Away

Dozens of services are available 
at www.arlingtonva.us. Check 

out this sampling of what you can do 
online:
•	Pay bills and manage your County 

accounts.

•	Order a special trash or brush  
pick-up.

•	Subscribe to e-newsletters, plus 
Arlington Alerts.

•	Apply for County jobs.

•	Place a mulch delivery order.

•	Look up your closest fire station or 
polling place.

•	Register your bike.

•	Report potholes or sidewalk 
problems.

•	Reserve a tennis court.

•	Get connected to volunteer 
opportunities.

•	Report broken streetlights or meters.

•	Reserve books — and download 
eBooks.  n

Change Your Clock, Change Your Battery
Daylight Saving Time begins Mar. 10 — while you’re moving your 
clock an hour forward, remember to change out the batteries for all 
your smoke alarms (carbon monoxide detectors, too).



APS News

The 2011-17 APS Strategic Plan
Goal 3: Recruiting, Retaining, Developing High-Quality Staff
By Dr. Pat Murphy, Superintendent of Arlington Public Schools

In previous issues of The Citizen, 
I have outlined some of the work 

of our Strategic Plan: Goal 1 (Ensure 
that Every Student is Challenged 
and Engaged), Goal 2 (Eliminate 
Achievement Gaps), and Goal 4 (Provide 
Optimal Learning Environments). In 
this issue, I’d like to highlight Goal 3, 
which focuses our work on Recruiting, 
Retaining, and Developing a High-
Quality Staff.

We are a human resources 
organization, and our staff is at the 
core of what we do. Whether it is the 
bus drivers who are the first to see our 
students in the morning, the cafeteria 
workers who provide breakfast and 
lunch, our principals who provide 
the leadership for our instructional 
program, the support staff in schools 
and central office staff who provides 
the underpinning for all of our work, 
or the teachers in our schools who are 
at the heart of our students’ learning 
experiences, our staff is at the center of 
what we do.

As we carry out the work of Goal 3, 
we have three strategies that are 
focusing our work in this area:
•	APS works to attract and hire 

highly qualified candidates for 
each position and then develops a 
working environment that motivates, 

School Board Office: 
1426 N. Quincy St. 
Arlington, Va. 22207
703-228-6015 (voice)
703-228-7640 (fax)
E-mail: school.board@apsva.us

Citizens who wish to meet with a Board 
member may do so on a walk-in basis 
during Open Office Hours on Monday 
from 5-7 p.m. on days when school is in 
session. School Board members can also 
meet by appointment with small groups of 
individuals to discuss issues or positions. If 
Monday is a holiday, Open Office Hours are 
held the following Tuesday from 8:30-
11:30 a.m.

School Board Meetings
Arlington School Board meeting dates, times, 
agendas and other information are available 
online at www.apsva.us/schoolboard.

Your School Board

Emma Violand-Sánchez, Chair (L) 
Sally Baird, Vice Chair (R) 

Members, L to R: James Lander, Abby 
Raphael , Noah Simon 

competitively 
compensates, and 
retains them.

•	We have also put in 
place a systematic 
process to identify, 
organize, share, 
adapt, and use 
data, information, 
knowledge, and best 
practices among 
professional and 
support staff members 
to improve processes 
and outcomes.

•	Members of our 
instructional team are provided 
opportunities to work as colleagues 
and participate in professional 
learning communities. This affords 
them the time to reflect on the 
teaching process; the thinking, 
actions and achievement of students; 
and the subject content and structure. 
These efforts allow staff members 
to grow professionally through 
dialogue, inquiry and active research. 

Some Results
Last fall, the School Board received 

a report that provided a review of some 
of the indicators of how we’re doing 
in meeting our targets in the area of 
Goal 3. Those findings included the 
following:
•	In 2011-12, 98 percent of Arlington 

teachers were “highly qualified,” 
i.e., their teaching licenses included 
an endorsement in the areas they 
teach. In fact, APS goes beyond that 
standard and supports teachers to 
gain National Board Certification. 
Last month, the School Board 
honored the latest batch of APS 
teachers to gain this prestigious 
certification.  Arlington ranks third in 
Virginia with 168, or approximately 
7.6 percent of teachers, who are 
National Board Certified.

•	Among all APS teachers, 71 percent 
have earned Master’s degrees, well 
above the State’s average of 54 
percent.

•	APS has a diverse staff, with 18.4 
percent Black, 17.6 percent Hispanic, 
and 6.4 percent Asian. Efforts to 
increase the diversity of our staff 
is at the forefront of our Human 
Resources Department.

Arts in the Schools Month: March is Arts in the Schools Month! To see a 
complete list of performances, visit the Arts Events Calendar at www.apsva.
us/artseducation. APS Senior Citizens Cards provide free admission to all APS 
events. Call 703-228-6005 to request your free Senior Citizen Card today. 

•	On a recent survey, 84 percent of 
APS staffers indicate that they like 
going to work; 74 percent say that 
they feel valued; 79 percent report 
that they feel respected in their 
school or department; and 74 percent 
feel that they are supported by their 
school or department.

•	We had 65 percent of APS staffers 
say that their work environment 
promotes productivity and success; 
56 percent feel that their work 
environment promotes employee 
well being, satisfaction, and positive 
morale; and 63 percent indicate 
that there is an atmosphere of open 
communication.

We regularly monitor these issues to 
improve and ensure that we do all we 
can to provide an atmosphere that is 
conducive to learning.

Monitoring Progress
The results of these and other key 

performance indicators that track our 
progress on our Strategic Plan are 
available on the APS Dashboard at 
www.apsva.us/dashboard. 

Recruiting and retaining an 
excellent staff is critical to the work we 
do to ensure that our students succeed. 
We continue to focus our collective 
efforts so that every child in Arlington 
benefits from excellent instruction and 
high-quality support, and that begins 
with the staff that is there to support 
learning all day, every day.

Next
In the next issue of the The Citizen, 

we’ll focus on the final goal, Meeting 
the Needs of the Whole Child. n

Arlington Public Schools has 
joined together with the Partnership 
for Children, Youth and Families, the 
Arlington County Police Department and 
the Department of Human Services to 
create “Too Smart to Start,” to focus on 
delaying the onset of alcohol use. This 
is one of the risk behaviors identified in 
the Partnership for Children, Youth and 
Families assets survey. Developmental 
Assets are 40 measures of healthy 
development that promote positive 
outcomes and protect youth against risk 
behaviors.

“Too Smart to Start” is designed to 
give fifth grade students the knowledge 
and skills to refuse alcohol. The program 
consists of two student presentations 
and a family/parent presentation. The 
presentation highlights the dangers of 
underage alcohol consumption and 
ways that parents and guardians can 
help their children say no to alcohol.

The program began in October and 
a number of schools have already 
held their events. In March and April, 
six schools are scheduled to hold 
presentations for students and families. n

“Too Smart to Start” 
Helps Students Say 
No to Alcohol

Carlin Springs Elementary School 
through the auspices of the Arlington 
County Health Division received a 
$25,000 grant to fund a Healthy Meals 
for Healthy Families program. The 
program will include weekly hands-on 
classes in healthy food preparation and 
healthy eating for at-risk third, fourth 
and fifth graders and their families. 
Participants will learn practical nutrition 
tips; how and where to purchase healthy 
and affordable raw ingredients; how 
to make meals that are both healthy 
and tasty; how to prepare meals safely, 
and the benefits of family meals. The 
bilingual classes are expected to start in 
early spring and will conclude June 30.

“This is a tremendous opportunity 
to teach our students about making 
positive choices that will help them and 
their families lead healthier lifestyles,” 
said Superintendent Dr. Pat Murphy. 
“We are grateful for our partnership 
with the County to provide students 
with health and wellness information, 
best practices and opportunities to 
develop lifelong healthy habits, and 
opportunities for physical activity and 
healthy food choices.”
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Follow us online! Did you know that APS has joined the social media world? Social media provides families and 
community members with one more way to get up-to-date news and information on APS. Follow us facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ArlingtonPublicSchools; on Twitter at @APSVirginia; 
and on YouTube at www.youtube.com/user/APSVideo. 

APS Partnerships Benefit Students and Families

Currently, there are more than 
450 businesses and community 

organizations providing more than 
600 partner relationships with schools 
and programs throughout APS. These 
partnerships can provide mentors, 
tutors, guest speakers, workshops, 
internship opportunities and/or job 
shadowing experiences.

There are two new partnerships 
that provide mentors and workshops 
that benefit students as well as their 
families. 

Hoffman-Boston Elementary School
In January, Hoffman-Boston 

Elementary School signed a Strategic 
Partnership Agreement with 
STEMconnect, LLC. 

As part of its new STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Math) curriculum focus, Hoffman-
Boston will participate in a pilot 
program run by STEMconnect that 
is designed to enhance the delivery 
of science curriculum and learning. 
STEMconnect will create and 
coordinate volunteer opportunities for 
STEM career specialists by matching 
STEM volunteers directly to Virginia 

Department of Education Standards 
of Learning (SOL) objectives. 

“We are excited about this 
partnership,” said Principal 
Kimberley Graves. “The partnership 
with STEMconnect will help 
supplement classroom instruction by 
providing our students with tutors 
who have first-hand experience in 
their field.”

Through the STEM approach, 
Hoffman-Boston works to inspire 
an enthusiasm in students for scientific 
literacy, foster an inquisitive spirit 
in learners through inquiry-based 
experiences in real-life contexts, and 
create a community of scientifically 
literate individuals who are able to 
make informed decisions. 

STEMconnect LLC was founded 
by Arlington native Kelly Van Niman 
and Karen Svarverud with the goal 
of inspiring students to pursue 
STEM-related careers. “I truly believe 
inspiration requires a personal touch, 
and if we’re going to successfully 
inspire youngsters to pursue STEM-
related careers, those role models 
need to be in the classroom where 
they’ll impact the greatest number of 
students,” said Van Niman.

Drew Model School
Another partnership that benefits 

not only students but their families 
as well is the National Black Child 
Development Institute (NBCDI) 
partnership with Drew Model School.

This relationship offers a Parent 
Empowerment Project (PEP) developed 
by African Americans for African 
American parents. PEP provides parents 
with the skills needed to support their 
children’s academic success in school 
beginning at birth. NBCDI calls this 

“parenting with purpose.” The program 
targets families with students in Pre-K 
through grade 2. 

“We are always looking to 
coordinate programs and services that 
help to close the achievement gap. 
Part of that entails providing parent 
education workshops,” said Drew’s 
Minority Achievement Coordinator 
Gregory Taylor. “These workshops focus 
on techniques that teach basic skills 
and encourage parental involvement in 
the healthy growth and development of 
children.” 

NBCDI provides programs, 
workshops, and resources for African 
American children, their parents 
and communities in early childhood 
education, health, elementary and 
secondary education, child welfare, and 
parenting. 

The NBCDI was established in 1970 
to improve and advance the lives 
of black children and their families 
through education and advocacy. 

For more information on 
volunteering, or to set up a partnership 
with APS, contact Dawn Willard at 
703-228-2581. n

Mark Your Calendar

To view the complete calendar listing, visit: www.apsva.us/calendar

March

6

7

8

More Seats for More Students 
Community Meeting on 
Recommended Boundary Options
Williamsburg Middle School, 
7 p.m.

Elementary Parent-Teacher 
Conferences Through Mar. 8
No School

Middle School (and 
Elementary) Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 
No School

21

25

1
April

Teacher Work Day  
No school for students

Last Day to apply to countywide 
elementary schools and to any 
other elementary school

15

Superintendent to Present 
Boundary Recommendations

Spring Break Through Mar. 29 
No School

NEWSBRIEFS
FY14 Budget Information
At the end of February, the 
Superintendent presented his Proposed 
FY 2014 Budget. Public hearings will be 
held on March 21 and April 18. A joint 
work session with APS and Arlington 
County is scheduled for 7 p.m. on April 
9 at the Syphax Education Center. The 
School Board is scheduled to adopt 
the FY14 budget on May 2. For more 
information on the FY14 budget, visit 
www.apsva.us/budget.

Boundary Information
This month, the Superintendent will make 
recommendations for boundaries for the 
new elementary school at Williamsburg, 
and to relieve crowding at neighboring 
schools, including Ashlawn, Glebe, 
Jamestown, McKinley, Nottingham, Taylor 
and Tuckahoe. A list of public hearings 
and the recommendations will be posted 
online at www.apsva.us/moreseats. 

Operation Rain Barrel 
As part of Earth Week celebrations, APS, 
the County Council of PTAs and George 
Mason University are joining forces for 
the second annual Operation Rain Barrel. 
The rain barrels will be displayed, judged 
and auctioned off at GMU’s “Earth 
Week Community Fair” on Sun, April 
21. The winning designs will receive a 
donation to their school PTA courtesy 
of Water Management, Inc. Proceeds 
from the silent auction will benefit the 
CCPTA’s Scholarship Fund and GMU’s 
Early Identification Program. Last year, 
Operation Rain Barrel raised over $2,000.

Hoffman-Boston’s partnership with STEMconnect 
is designed to enhance the delivery of science 
curriculum and learning.

Hoffman-Boston students work with a volunteer for a 
Reading is Fundamental partnership event.

SUMMER 
SCHOOL 

2013

ARLINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SUMMER SCHOOL OFFICE

2110 Washington Blvd.

Arlington, VA 22204

Telephone: (703) 228-7645

summerschool@apsva.usESCUELA
DE VERANO 

2013

ESCUELAS PÚBLICAS DE ARLINGTON

OFICINA DE ESCUELA DE VERANO

2110 Washington Blvd.

Arlington, VA 22204

Teléfono: (703) 228-7645

summerschool@apsva.us

Escuelas
Públicas 
de Arlington

Summer School
Summer School registration opens 

Thu, March 7. Registration deadlines 
vary according to program and are 
strictly enforced. Students who are 
currently attending an APS should 
register at their home school. Non-
APS students should register in 
the Summer School Office at 2110  
aWashington Blvd. A registration 
fee and tuition, if applicable, is due 
at the time of registration. Some but 
not all courses are available to non-
Arlington residents; additional out-
of-county fees apply. 

The Summer School course 
catalog is available online at 
www.apsva.us/summerschool and at 
each school. n
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El Presidente de la Junta del Condado da a conocer una ambiciosa agenda para 2013 

J. Walter Tejada 
tiene una agenda 

ambiciosa como 
Presidente 2013 de la 
Junta del Condado de 
Arlington.

El 1 de enero, Tejada 
dio a conocer “Juntos 
Hacia Adelante”, un 
paquete de iniciativas 
orientadas a aumentar 
la provisión de 
viviendas asequibles 
en Arlington; fomentar 
estilos de vida 
saludables y prevenir 
la obesidad infantil; 
fomentar la agricultura 
urbana e impulsar las caminatas y el 
uso de bicicletas de forma segura.

Su agenda, dijo Tejada, va “al centro 
de lo que es Arlington — comunidad, 
inclusión, diversidad, respeto mutuo y 
sostentabilidad…para todo Arlington.”

Consejos policiales sobre seguridad

Cuando cambia el clima, también 
deben modificarse sus hábitos 

de seguridad. Con los días más largos 
y las escuelas cerradas, las personas 
pasan más tiempo afuera y aumenta 
el tránsito de peatones. Estos factores 
pueden contribuir a una mayor 
actividad delictiva. Aquí encontrará 
algunos consejos de seguridad si usted 
esta en la calle o está en su hogar:    
•	Trate de correr, caminar, o montar en 

bicicleta en lugares concurridos y a 
plena luz del día. 

•	Si decide correr, caminar, o montar 
en bicicleta a la noche, recuerde 
usar vestimenta luminosa y tener 
materiales o luces reflectivas. 

•	Familiarícese con las diferentes rutas 
que toma, evite áreas desconocidas. 

•	Corra, camine o monte en bicicleta 
con un amigo o con su perro. 

•	Lleve un celular. 

•	Si escucha música mientras corre, 
camina, o monta en bicicleta, 
coloque el auricular en un solo oído. 

•	Antes de salir, dígale a alguien a 
donde va. 

En el hogar
•	NO deje ventanas abiertas cuando no 

hay nadie en el hogar. 

•	Si deja las ventanas abiertas mientras 
duerme, trate de no dejar abiertas las 
ventanas de la planta baja. 

•	Si se va de viaje, pídale a sus vecinos 
que estén pendientes de su hogar. 

•	No deje objetos valiosos en lugares 
visibles desde la calle. 

•	Siempre cierre las puertas. 

•	No esconda llaves en su propiedad. 
En vez, pídale a un vecino o amigo 
de confianza que tenga un juego 
extra de sus llaves. 

•	Alerte a sus vecinos sobre personas o 
actividades sospechosas. n

Crime Solvers del Condado 
ofrece dinero a cambio de denuncias
¿Tiene información sobre un delito, 

conoce el paradero de una persona 
buscada o tiene información sobre 
la venta de drogas ilegales? Con el 
programa Crime Solvers de Arlington, 
usted puede recibir dinero por esa 
información y ayudar a preservar 
la seguridad de su comunidad. Un 
residente de Arlington recibió una 
recompensa de $650, por información 
que condujo a un arresto por un delito. 

Crime Solvers es usado en todo el 
mundo para incitar a la ciudadanos 
a realizar denuncias penales de 
forma anónima. La organización 
publica crímenes sin resolver y 
personas buscadas en los medios de 
comunicación. 

Crime Solvers, Inc. es una 
organización comunitaria financiada 
con donaciones privadas. El programa 
no recibe fondos federales, estatales 
o locales. Está constituida como 
organización benéfica exenta de 
impuestos, sin fines de lucro. Desde sus 
comienzos en 1976 en Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, Crime Stoppers 
International estima que se han 
arrestado a más de 80,000 acusados; 
se han recuperado bienes robados y 
drogas ilegales valuados en casi $3 mil 
millones; y se han pagado $31 millones 
en recompensas.

Así funciona
•	Línea de denuncias las 24 horas: 

1-866-411-TIPS (8477)

•	Las llamadas a la línea no son 

grabadas ni rastreadas. No se 
pregunta el nombre de la persona 
que llama. 

•	La persona que llama recibe un 
número de identificación y se le pide 
que vuelva a llamar en dos o tres 
semanas. Si gracias a la información 
se realiza un arresto, la persona que 
llama recibirá instrucciones sobre 
cómo cobrar la recompensa. 

•	El Departamento de Policía del 
Condado de Arlington investiga 
y procesa las denuncias, realiza 
arrestos y recuperaciones, y reporta 
el resultado de la denuncia a la 
Junta de Directores voluntarios que 
gobierna a Crime Solvers. 

•	La Junta de Directores de Crime 
Solvers está compuesta por 
residentes como usted, gente a la 
cual le interesa combatir el delito en 
Arlington.

•	Las personas que llaman y 
proporcionan información que 
conduce a un arresto, recuperación 
de drogas o bienes robados son 
elegibles para recibir una recompensa 
de hasta $1,000. 

Para más información, visite: www.
arlingtoncrimesolvers.org.

Para hacer una donación, visite 
www.arlingtoncrimesolvers.org/
contributionform.htm o envíe su 
donación a: Arlington County Crime 
Solvers, Inc., 2009 14th St., N.  
Suite 111, Arlington, VA 22201.  n

El Presidente 
también anunció que 
ampliará los esfuerzos 
PLACE (Participación, 
Liderazgo y 
Compromiso 
Cívico) del Condado 
realizando una 
serie de Reuniones 
Comunitarias 
Vecinales que llevarán 
a los miembros de la 
Junta del Condado 
a todos los rincones 
de Arlington para 
que los residentes 
puedan manifestar sus 
inquietudes e ideas.

Está decidido, dijo Tejada, a 
mantener el compromiso del Condado 
de preservar el 100 porciento de las 
viviendas asequibles existentes de 
Columbia Pike cuando la zona se 
transforme en una Calle Principal 

No dude en llamar a la policía:
•	 Emergencias:  911

•	No-emergencia: 703-558-2222

más orientada al tránsito y apta para 
transitar a pie. El Presidente dijo que le 
ha solicitado a la Administradora del 
Condado presentar para junio de 2013 
las recomendaciones para la creación 
de un fondo orientado al tránsito y 
las viviendas asequibles. Asimismo, 
Tejada prometió abogar intensamente 
por una mayor inversión en viviendas 
asequibles, y fomentar el Plan de 10 
Años para Erradicar la Indigencia del 
Condado. 

Para fomentar un estilo de vida 
más saludable, dijo Tejada, el Condado 
formará el Equipo de Acción para una 
Comunidad Saludable de Arlington, 
que se enfocará en actividades que 
ayuden a reducir la obesidad infantil. 
El 17 de enero, Tejada, junto con 
Arlington Public Schools, lanzaron 
la iniciativa para ayudar a reducir la 
obesidad infantil. En lo que respecta a 
la agricultura urbana, Tejada dijo que 
un grupo de trabajo formado en 2012 

presentará esta primavera un Plan de 
Acción Alimenticia para el Condado 
que abordará temas de planificación, 
cultivo, almacenamiento y distribución 
de recursos alimenticios. 

Para fomentar la seguridad de los 
ciclistas y peatones, Tejada prometió 
ampliar la exitosa iniciativa PAL 
del Condado que establece que las 
calles, los senderos y los carriles 
para bicicletas del Condado deben 
compartirse de forma segura.

“Los valores de Arlington de 
inclusión y diversidad, vida saludable, 
sostentabilidad, y responsabilidad 
fiscal nos guiarán nuevamente para 
continuar siendo la comunidad en la 
cual todas las personas, sin importar 
sus orígenes, son importantes”, dijo 
Tejada. 

Para leer el discurso de Tejada,  
visite al www.arlingtonva.us; busque  
“Tejada 2013”.  n

¿Busca ayuda? Llámenos  

Suicidio | Depresión | Tratamiento para Addición |  
Orientación durante una Crisis | Consejos

Departamento de Servicios de Salud Mental y Abuso de 
 Sustancias para Adultos de Arlington

Para consultas confidenciales y gratuitas, llame al  703-228-5150


