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2011 ABBIE Winners Announced
More than 7,500 Arlingtonians 

cast their votes for the very 
best Arlington businesses in the 2011 
People’s Choice ABBIE Awards. 

The spotlight shone bright for one 
Arlington favorite who won in two 
categories. Lost Dog Café picked up 
awards for Best Bargain Restaurant 
and Best Family Friendly Restaurant. 
Carlyle won Best Brunch, Bob & 
Edith’s Diner won Best Late Night Spot, 
Arlington County Libraries won Best 
Place to Learn Something New and 
Signature Theatre won Best Performing 
Arts Organization — all for the third 
year in a row. First-time winners 
include:
•	Dogma Gourmet Dog Bakery and 

Boutique, Best Place to Care for  
Your Pet

•	District Taco, Best New Business

•	Ireland’s Four Courts, Best 
Neighborhood Bar

•	Circa, Best Customer Service

Start the year out right. Make a 
resolution to save energy and a 

few dollars with these simple steps and 
ideas.
1. Clear away clutter. Donate old 

clothing, books, and toys to charity. 
Recycle electronics at Arlington’s 
household hazardous materials 
facility. 

2. Give wisely. Give gifts made from 
recycled materials or homemade 
gifts such as photos, pottery or 
jewelry. Consider giving a gift 
certificate or tickets to a concert or 
sports event.

3. Use a bike for short trips. Ride 
your bike for trips shorter than two 
miles and cut your carbon footprint 
significantly, save money on gas, 
and stay fit — all at the same time. 
Don’t own a bike? No problem —  
try Capital Bikeshare. 
www.capitalbikeshare.com

4. Bring your own bags. More than 
1 million plastic bags are trashed 
every minute. Reusable bags are one 
of the easiest and most effective 
ways to reduce your carbon 
footprint.

5. Line dry clothes. You’ll see a 
reduction in your energy bill and 
your clothes will last longer.  

6. Revive game night. Unplug the 
electronics and host a family game 
night. Save energy and spend time 
together.

7. Be your own farmer. Imagine 
serving a salad for dinner  
with ingredients from your  
backyard or patio containers. If  
gardening isn’t for you, simply  
try to eat more local foods. Visit  
Arlington’s farmers markets.  
www.arlingtonfarmersmarket.com

All nomination submissions and 
voting for the 2011 People’s Choice 
ABBIES took place online. Those 
without access to a computer at 
home or work were encouraged to 
use Arlington County Public Library 
internet stations. 

In addition to recognition from 
the Arlington County Board, the 2011 
ABBIE winners will receive a year’s 
worth of acknowledgment 
from Arlington Economic 
Development, including 
promotion on the Arlington 
County website, on the 
ShopArlington website 
www.shoparlington.org, 
in Arlington enewsletters, 
newspapers and online 
advertisements and special 
placement in the Arlington 
County Visitors Guide  
and Map.

For a complete list of 
award winners, go to www.arlingtonva.
us, search “ABBIES.”  n

8. Say goodbye to junk mail. 
Visit www.catalogchoice.org. to 
unsubscribe from junk mail and 
reduce unwanted catalogs and 
newspapers. Switch to  
paying your bills online.

9. Make your cleaning products. 
Not only will you save money, but 
also fewer chemicals will enter our 
waterways. Learn more at www.
eartheasy.com/live_nontoxic_
solutions.htm.

10. Snuggle with a Snuggie. Turn 
down the temperature — for every 
degree you lower it, you can save 
three percent on your energy bill. 

For more information on how to 
reduce your environmental impact, 
follow us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/arlingtonaire, or email 
us at climate@arlingtonva.us.  n
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The cost to produce, print and mail 
a copy of this edition is about 25¢.

The Citizen is a bimonthly publication of Arlington 
County; available online at www.arlingtoncitizen.
wordpress.com

Ingrid Vaicius (Editor), Ken Matthews (Designer)
703-228-3120 (voice), 703-228-4611 (TTY)
publicaffairs@arlingtonva.us. Printed on 100 percent 
recycled paper, 30-40 percent post-consumer content.

Services for Visually Impaired Readers
Metropolitan Washington Ear offers free reading service 
of The Citizen for people with physical disabilities who 
cannot effectively read print. Call 301-681-6636 or 
www.washear.org or email information@washear.org.

Your County Board

Upcoming County Board Meetings

Saturday, Jan. 21 – Regular Meeting
Tuesday, Jan. 24 – Recessed Meeting 
Saturday, Feb. 11 – Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, Feb. 14 – Recessed Meeting

View the full schedule online at 
www.arlingtonva.us/cbo/meetings.

County Board Office: 2100 Clarendon Blvd., 
Suite 300, Arlington, Va. 22201, 703-228-3130 
(voice), 703-228-4611 (TTY), 703-228-7430 (fax), 
countyboard@arlingtonva.us

Mary Hynes, Chair (L) 
J. Walter Tejada, Vice Chair (R) 

L to R: Jay Fisette, 
Christopher Zimmerman

Our  V i s ion :  Ar l i ng ton  w i l l  b e  a  d i v e rs e  and  i nc lu s i v e  wor l d - c l a s s  u rban  commun i t y  w i th  s e cu re ,  a t t rac t i v e  re s i den t i a l  and  commerc ia l 

Christmas Tree Collection: Place your Christmas tree on the curb on your regular trash day for recycling pick up beginning 
Jan. 3–Jan. 17. If your regular trash day is Mon., Jan. 16, there’ll be no collection until Tue., Jan. 17. All trees must be curbside 
by 7 a.m. Remove the tree stand and decorations. This is a change from the orginal schedule. No plastic bags, please!

The Year in Review

L ast year proved another banner 
year for Arlington. Among many 

accolades, Business Week named 
Arlington the No. 2 “Best City” in 
America, based on metrics such as 
school performance, green space and 
cultural amenities. Other highlights 
included:
•	County’s triple-Aaa bond rating was 

reaffirmed — the 11th consecutive 
year that all three ratings agencies 
have given highest ratings to 
Arlington. 

•	Completed 64 capital projects, 
including new Fire Station No. 3 in 
Cherrydale, renovations to Lubber 
Run Amphitheater, and Long Bridge 
Park, the County’s most ambitious 
park project to date.

•	Approved framework to develop 
a Community Energy plan to 
reduce countywide greenhouse gas 
emissions. Introduced Building 
Energy Performance Labels for 14 
County buildings. 

•	Chairman’s Small Business Initiative 
focused on making it easier for small 
businesses to launch, expand and 
grow in Arlington. 

•	Initiated Columbia Pike Land Use 
and Housing Study, an intensive 
planning effort to determine future 
housing. Broke ground on Arlington 
Mill Community Center. 

•	Adopted East Falls Church Area 
Plan, establishing a coordinated 
future vision to transform the area 
into a vital, connected place. 

•	Adopted Historic Resources 
Inventory, establishing priorities for 
historic preservation in Arlington, 
and addressing how to balance 
preservation with development goals. 

•	Completed 11 neighborhood 
infrastructure projects that 
residents requested to enhance their 
neighborhoods, including sidewalks, 
curbs & gutters and beautification 
projects. 

•	Expanded Arlington Transit (ART) 
bus service, serving 2.261 million 
riders in FY 2011.

•	Launched 100 Homes, an effort 
to identify every homeless person 
in Arlington and get them into 
permanent housing.  n

Photo by Jesse Snyder

Sustainable Urban Agriculture  
Starts in Your Backyard
Start thinking about your spring garden

It’s never too early to start planning 
your spring garden. Here are some 

quick tips:  
1. Do a soil test every 2-3 years to 

make sure your soil acidity level 
is optimal for plant growth. A pH 
level around 6.5 is the best for 
most vegetable plants. Soil test kits 
are available from the Cooperative 
Extension Office www.offices.ext.
vt.edu/arlington or the Arlington 
County Central Library Plant Clinic 
www.bit.ly/sJyUtK. The test costs 
$10 and Master Gardener volunteers 
can help you interpret your results. 

2. Add 4”-6” of leaf mulch or other 
organic matter to your soil. Leaf 
mulch and wood chips from 
Arlington County, and horse stable 
bedding from Ft. Myer’s horses are 

available at no cost for pickup.  
You can also use shredded paper, 
grass clippings, kitchen wastes, and 
garden trimmings as a foundation. 
This will provide a beneficial soil 
amendment for top-dressing  
your plantings and mixing into  
your soil.  For information  
about free County mulch, visit  
www.arlington.va, search “mulch.”

For more on getting your garden 
started, composting, soil testing and 
information about events, services, 
and upcoming classes visit: Virginia 
Cooperative Extension Arlington 
Office www.offices.ext.vt.edu/arlington/
news and Master Gardeners of Northern 
Virginia www.mgnv.org  n

Crews are working on the utility 
installation and continue excavation 
for the building and garages. 
Arlington Mill Drive is closed for the 
duration of construction. A new traffic 
light at S. Dinwiddie St. and Columbia 
Pike will be in service this month to 
create a new, safer traffic flow around 
the site. 

More info at www.arlingtonva.
us, search “Arlington Mill.” Follow 
us on Facebook at facebook.com/
ArlingtonDES or Twitter 
@arlingtondes for updates.   

Construction Update: 
Arlington Mill Community Center

Board OK’s Building 
Purchase in Courthouse

The County Board has authorized 
County Manager Barbara 

Donnellan to purchase a seven-story 
office building at 2020 14th St. N., 
citing the County’s compelling reasons 
to acquire the property. The new space 
will help the County meet immediate 
and evolving space needs, and allow 
the County to move toward completing 
the vibrant, mixed-use complex 
at Courthouse Plaza that has been 
envisioned since the 1980s.

The new building also will allow the 
County Board to fulfill a commitment 
to the community to replace the 
inadequate Emergency Winter Shelter 
with a year-round Comprehensive 
Homeless Services Center, helping 
homeless persons get off the streets and 
into permanent housing. The center 
is envisioned as a “building within a 
building,” with a separate entrance, 
elevator and stairwell.

If a voluntary purchase is not 
possible, then the County may acquire 
the property by eminent domain. 
The County intends to finance the 
acquisition with previously approved 
PAYGO (Pay As You Go) funding and 
through the sale of bonds. The County 
received a recent appraisal valuing the 
property at $25.5 million. n

Scan this image with a smart phone’s QR reader 
app to view the 2011 Year End video.



Mulch All Year Round
Mulch is great for your garden or yard, 
in the winter it protects your garden 
from unpredictable winter weather, 
acting as a light blanket protecting 
plants and preventing early growth 
during warmer weather. Arlington 
County makes leaf mulch from materials 
collected from our Leaf Collection 
Program and wood mulch from tree 
trimmings and brush collections. Free 
mulch is available for pick-up. Delivery 
is available for a fee. Request and 
schedule a mulch pick-up or delivery. 
Call 703-228-6570 or visit www.
arlingtonva.us, search “mulch delivery.”

Budget Update
After gathering input from the public, 
County Manager Barbara Donnellan will 
present her proposed FY 2013 Budget 
to the County Board in February 2012. 
Learn more and offer your ideas at 
www.arlingtonva.us, search “budget.”

Construction Update
Construction to improve access to the 
Rosslyn Metro Station has been under 
way since October 2010. Excavation 
continues and will be completed in 
early 2012 and then construction of 
the new station entrance will begin. 
The station is slated for completion in 
spring of 2013. Some of the features 
include three new high-speed, 
high-capacity elevators, an additional 
entrance mezzanine and connecting 
passageway, fare-vending machines and 
an emergency evacuation stairwell. For 
info, and to sign up for email updates, 
visit www.arlingtonva.us, search 
“Rosslyn Station Project.”

Car Tax Appeals
Most vehicles in Arlington are subject 
to personal property tax. To assess the 
value of a vehicle, the Commissioner 
of Revenue uses the “clean loan value” 
as listed in the National Automobile 
Dealers Association (N.A.D.A.) Official 
Used Car Guide. By law, this must be 
the valuation as of January 1 of the tax 
year.  However, the tax bill that includes 
the valuation does not arrive in the 
mail until August. You have the right to 
appeal the assigned value of a vehicle 
by providing a professional appraisal, 
but the appraisal must be done in 
January. If you have a vehicle that 
you think may qualify for an appeal, 
call the office of the Commissioner at 
703-228-3135 as early in January as 
possible. Assessors will contact N.A.D.A. 
and report back to you the valuation; 
that way you can determine if the 
potential tax saving is worth the cost of 
an independent appraisal.

3ne ighbo rhoods  whe re  peop l e  un i t e  t o  f o rm  a  ca r i ng ,  l ea rn ing ,  pa r t i c i pa t i ng ,  su s ta inab l e  commun i t y  i n  wh i ch  each  pe rson  i s  impor tan t .

NEWSBRIEFS

Spot a leak or suspect a main break? Call Arlington County’s 24-hour water emergency hotline at 703-228-6555. 
Winter’s freezing temperatures and occasional thaws create stress on our water and sewer infrastructure, increasing the 
chance of leaks and need for repairs. For more information, visit www.arlingtonva.us and search “water emergency.”

County Manager Presents New Artisphere Business Plan 

Arlington County Manager Barbara 
Donnellan on Nov. 29 presented a 

new business plan for Artisphere, the 
County-owned arts center in Rosslyn, 
to the County Board. Donnellan 
outlined changes meant to broaden 
Artisphere’s appeal, build upon its 
current presentation of Arlington-
based artists and allocate resources to 
program acclaimed regional, national 
and international artists at a reduced, 
focused level. 

Visit www.artisphere.com for a 
complete list of Artisphere’s exciting 
upcoming programming and to 
purchase tickets. January highlights 
include:
•	Acclaimed Haitian musician BélO 

performing a beautiful mixture of 
jazz, worldbeat, rock, reggae and 
Afro-Haitian rhythms known as 
Ragganga on Sat., Jan. 14.

•	Notasphere, a month of fresh, 
thought-provoking off-beat 
arts programming created 
by local artistic collaborators 
from across the DC-region. 
Highlights include a Jan. 13 
pop-up restaurant by James 
Beard Award-nominated chef 
and artist Carole Greenwood, 
exploring the intersection of 
art and food through one of 
the bestselling cookbooks of 
all time, The Alice B. Toklas 
Cookbook, to a Jan. 26 opening 
party by Art Soiree celebrating 
Apocalyptoon, an exhibition 
featuring 2012 predictions drawn 
by renowned editorial and political 
cartoonists.

•	Art Brains Creative Camp for Kids, 
held over eight Saturdays from 
March 3-April 21 plus an exhibition 
of campers’ work on Sun., April 22. 
Registration is now open.  n

Mobile App Makes Emergency Preparedness Easy

The County’s new Arlington 
Prepares mobile application helps 

you prepare for a natural disaster or 
other emergency situation. The app 
helps you be informed, make a plan and 
get involved. The images here are just a 
sampling of the app’s features.  n

iPhone users: Scan this QR 
code to download the Arlington 
Prepares app. You’ll need a QR 
code reader app.

Android users: Scan this QR 
code to download the Arlington 
Prepares app. You’ll need a QR 
code reader app.

Look for this icon or search 
“Arlington Prepares“ in the 
mobile app store to find the app.

Key contact info 
for emergency 
agencies, utilities 
and more — already 
included in the 
app. Plus, pull in 
your own existing 
contacts from your 
phone.

Checklists to help you keep 
track of what’s in your 
emergency kit so you can 
stay prepared.

Access to up-to-the 
minute Arlington Alerts



Avoid/coordinate  
on-street parking

Snowplows must navigate many 
narrow streets. Avoid parking on 
the street to allow snowplows to 
clear the street from curb-to-curb. 
Work with your neighbors to 
park all the cars that do not fit 
in driveways on one side of the 
street. This will improve the ability 
of plow operators to clear more of 
the street in a safer manner.

Don’t park on snow 
emergency routes

Violators who get stuck or park 
on these routes during a declared 
snow emergency are subject 
to summons, fines and towing 
because each abandoned and 
parked vehicle on major streets 
impedes snow removal.

Clear snow from driveways 
and entrances

To minimize the problem of the 
snowplow covering your driveway 
with snow after you’ve just 
shoveled it, shovel snow into  
your yard.

Relax! Leave your car at home 
Ride the subway, catch a bus, 

hail a taxi, try cross-country skis 
or enjoy a walk in the snow. Every 
car left home reduces the number 
of stranded vehicles that slow 
down snow control operations. The 
streets will be cleared faster — and 
you’re free to enjoy the winter 
wonderland. 

Use extra caution on the road
Vehicles are significantly less 

manageable on icy streets. Drivers 
must leave at least 100 feet of 
distance between your vehicle 
and plows, salt spreaders and 
emergency vehicles.

Walk safely
Wear shoes or boots with a non-

slip sole and reflective clothing. Be 
aware of your surroundings, follow 
all traffic signs and signals, and do 
NOT walk in the roadway.

What You Can Do

Did you know?An 
Arlington County 

ordinance requires all 
Arlington property owners 
to clear snow and ice from 
public sidewalks adjacent 
to their property within 
a designated time period. 
Providing clear, safe roadways 
and pedestrian routes is 
essential to ensuring access to 
jobs, schools and services for 
all in a walkable community 
like Arlington. The Snow 
Removal Ordinance aims 
to help ensure safe access 
for pedestrians and to make 
all transportation modes 
available as soon as possible 
after a snow storm. The 
ordinance also prohibits 
transferring or depositing 
snow and ice from private 
property onto public property. 
Individual homeowners who 
are physically incapable of 
complying with the ordinance 
are exempt. To learn more, go 
to www.arlingtonva.us and 
search “snow.”  n

Sidewalk Clearing Required by Law

WAT C H E R  G U I D E
Winter

Nearly ever y thing you need to know 
to get  through winter  in  Ar l ington

Scan this image with a smart phone’s 
QR reader app to learn more about the 
snow ordinance.

Arlington Closings and Cancellations 
Public Schools—(Toll free)
866-322-4APS (4277)

Recreation & Leisure Classes: 703-228-4715
Sports (fields and leagues): 703-228-4715

State Roads
VDOT- 888-383-8368
Or complete an online work request at
www.virginiadot.org/travel/citizen.asp

Local Streets
Arlington County - 703-228-6485
(Note: During a storm, and for a period thereafter, you 
may hear a recorded status message.)

Local Transit Updates
Arlington Transit (ART) - 703-228-7433 or visit  
www.arlingtontransit.com; STAR - 703-892-8747 

Downed Power Lines  
Dominion Power - 888-667-3000

Downed Trees
Emergency or hazardous trees and branches blocking 
streets - 703-558-2222
Dominion Power - 888-667-3000 (trees or branches near 
or on power lines)
VDOT - 888-383-8368 for hazardous trees or branches 
over State roads. 
Non-emergency (trees or branches in parks) –  
703-228-6525

Fallen trees on a private property that are not on power 
lines are the individuals property owners responsibility.

Gas Emergencies 
Washington Gas -  703-750-1400 or 800-752-7520

For more information visit www.arlingtonva.us, 
search “snow.” 

Who to Call

Snow Removal Updates

For snow removal updates 
this winter, “like” the 
Department of Environmental 
Services on Facebook at 
facebook.com/ArlingtonDES 
or follow us on twitter at 
@ArlingtonDES.

4
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W I N T E R  G U I D E
Starting this winter, you’ll 

find blue snowflake decals 
on bus stop flags of the ART 
routes that will remain in 
operation during a snow 
emergency.  When winter 
weather impacts ART service, 
the service operates at one of 
these three levels: Limited, 
Severe and No Service.

The routes serviced —  
with some restrictions —  
during severe weather 
conditions are:
•	ART 41

•	ART 51

•	ART 75

•	ART 77

In general, ART bus routes are 
designed to serve local neighborhoods, 
which often include hills or narrow 
side streets that are more susceptible to 

New ART Snow Route Designation

inclement weather. Look for the 
snowflake at your stop to see if 
you can expect service during 
severe weather conditions.  

Please note that different 
routes may operate on different levels 
of service due to varying road and 
traffic conditions. View snow maps and 
sign up for ART Alerts to receive the 
most up-to-date information via text or 
email at www.arlingtontransit.com.  n

When the weather takes a turn 
for the worse, Arlington’s snow team 
works day and night to make our 
roadways safe and passable. Our 
snow removal crews are made up of 
approximately 150 employees, who 
work around-the-clock shifts during 
inclement weather. During major 
storms, the crews receive support 
from many other County employees 
including drivers, phone operators, 
parks employees, communications 
professionals, engineers and many 
more.

Plowing Strategy

County snow crews focus 
on clearing County-owned and 
maintained arterials and principle 
streets, as well as neighborhood 
streets. VDOT is responsible for 
clearing all state roads, including 
Arlington Boulevard, Glebe Road  
and I-66.

When forecasters predict winter 
weather — snow, ice or freezing 
rain — Arlington’s plows and salt 
trucks are prepped and ready to go. 
Crews begin treating known trouble 
spots on roadways shortly before the 

Our Snow Team

storm and begin plowing when snow 
becomes two to four inches deep. 
While the snow is falling, the plows 
work to ensure main arteries are 
passable for emergency vehicles and 
public transportation. Then trucks 
and plows move onto clearing main 
neighborhood roads and finally, 
after snow stops falling and the 
main streets are done, side streets are 
addressed.

Even once the roads are passable, 
the snow team’s job is not done. Staff 
and standby crews remain on call 
and available to deal with post storm 
issues such as refreezing and cleanup.

Traffic Cameras Supporting 
Snow Removal 

In an effort to improve snow 
removal operations, Arlington has a 
new tool available to help our crews 
and residents. Live traffic cameras 
will be made available on our website 
to help drivers assess road conditions 
for themselves before they even get 
into the car.  n

Treating the Roadways Wisely

Arlington County works 
carefully year round to balance our 
environmental commitment and 
chief responsibility to maintain 
safe, passable roads. When snow 

or a wintry mix is expected in 
Arlington, crews pre-treat the major 
roads with salt brine and salt to 
prevent ice from forming on the 
road surface.

Our snow team works to 
minimize the use of salt; however it 
is one of the most effective tools for 
keeping the streets safe in winter 
weather. By adjusting the settings 
on our salt and sand spreaders, the 
snow removal teams use only what 
is needed. Pre-treating also helps 
minimize the need for salt later in 
a storm.  

The Four Phases of Snow Removal

To help residents stay informed 
about snow removal progress and 

what they can do to help, the County 
has outlined the four phases of its 
snow removal plan. Here’s a quick look 
at the four-phase system and what it 
means for you:

Phase 1: Alert
Snow crews are on alert and 

treating roads where necessary.
•	Move parked cars off of streets

•	Or coordinate with neighbors and/or 
civic association to move cars to  
one side of the street 

•	Plows need a clearance of 15-feet  
to go down a street.

Phase 2: Primary Routes
A winter weather storm is in effect. 

Snow crews are treating and plowing 
primary and secondary roads only 
while snow continues to fall. VDOT is 
treating and plowing VDOT roads.
•	Stay off the roads if possible to 

allow emergency and snow removal 
vehicles to do their jobs

•	Help clear sidewalks to keep them 
safe for pedestrians

•	Clear from fire hydrants, storm 
drains and downspouts

Phase 3: Residential Streets 
Crews are treating and plowing 

residential streets. Residential streets 
may only be passable with one lane. 
Primary and secondary roads are being 

widened to the shoulder.
•	Use our online snow issue form to 

report any snow removal problems.

•	Help your neighbors clean the 
sidewalks. 

•	Snow Removal Ordinance 
enforcement begins 24 hours after 
the snow stops falling.

Phase 4: Clean Up
Snow crews are in clean up mode 

removing ice and slush from roads 
and/or the sun is melting the ice.  n

Tips and Requests

•	 During severe winter weather, stay off 
the roadways.

•	Keep fire hydrants clear of snow, 
visible and accessible in the event of an 
emergency. 

•	Do not plow, shovel or blow snow 
onto the street — this is a violation of 
Arlington County law and you could be 
fined. Pile snow onto your own yard.

•	Some of your neighbors may need 
your help. Many community leaders 
and neighborhood volunteers are ready 
to assist elderly neighbors or neighbors 
with disabilities. Contact your civic 
association directly or register through 
Volunteer Arlington. Go to www.
arlingtonva.us; search “snow."





If a career jump start is one of your 
new year’s resolutions, these tips 

from the Arlington Employment Center 
can help.
1. Network, Network, Network (did I 

say Network?) Talk to people about 
your career goals. Ask if they know 
of any opportunities; or anyone 
they can refer you to. You never 
know who might make that critical 
introduction for you. 

2. Does that resume really sell you? 
Simply listing your employment 
and education history doesn’t cut 
it. Instead, focus on your skills and 
how you would help the employer’s 
bottom line. Don’t be shy about 
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The numbers reflect the percentage of materials 
found in the audited trash carts.

Top Tips for Job Seekers 2012
listing your work accomplishments. 
Make it a marketing piece and not 
just a list of duties of your former 
jobs.  

3. If you’re not online, you’re not in 
the game. Employers recruit and 
interact with job-seekers via their 
websites, Facebook, Linked In and 
other online tools. The more adept 
you are with social media and 
online tools, the better your chances 
of finding — and landing — a job.

4. Dress to impress for interviews, 
and do your homework. Blue collar, 
white collar ... no matter the job, 
your appearance plays a large part 
in your first impression. Knowing 
what the employer does shows 
you’re interested.

5. Call or come by the Arlington 
Employment Center. Last year more 
than 1,000 Arlingtonians obtained 
employment through the services 
at the Employment Center. Let us 
help you as well. No appointment 
required. All services are free. 

For more information visit www.
arlingtonva.us, search “employment 
center.”  n

Each quarter, the County’s Solid 
Waste Bureau conducts an audit of 

trash and recycling services to improve 
collection and recycling. This year’s 
audit revealed that: 
•	Up to 68 percent of trash could have 

been recycled or reused.  

•	More than a quarter of what ends up 
in the trash could be recycled. 

•	20 percent of trash is actually yard 
waste.

Recycle More, Trash Less
Last Quarter’s Waste Audit Results

New Program to Help You 
and Help Save the Bay

“Green” landscapes are beautiful 
landscapes. Arlington County — in 

partnership with Arlingtonians for a 
Clean Environment — is piloting the 
new StormwaterWise Landscapes 
Program to help residents who want 
to preserve our watershed and reduce 
runoff from their property.

We’ll select 40 participants (single 
family homeowners, businesses 
and HOAs) to receive a stormwater 
assessment of their property. 
Participants receive a property map 
and a list of recommended projects for 
reducing runoff. Program participants 
are also eligible for reimbursement 
of up to 50 percent of the cost (or 
a pre-determined amount for the 
recommendation, whichever is less) 
of the following StormwaterWise 
practices, up to a maximum amount 
per property. 
•	Cisterns

•	Conservation landscapes 

•	Green roofs

•	Infiltration trench (underground 
gravel storage area for water)

•	Pervious pavers or concrete 
(driveways, walkways, and patios)

•	Rain gardens

Stormwater is rain that runs off 

roads, rooftops, and driveways carrying 
pollutants such as oil, bacteria from pet 
waste, sediment, and lawn chemicals 
to our local streams. Just a few simple 
fixes in your yard — to slow down 
stormwater and let it to soak into the 
ground — can go a long way in keeping 
pollutants out of Arlington’s streams ... 
and, ultimately, the Chesapeake Bay.

To apply or learn more, visit www.
arlingtonva.us, search “storm water 
wise.”  n

County Opens State-of-the-Art 
Traffic Management Center

In our 26 square miles, we maintain 
961 lane miles of streets and 280 

intersections with traffic signals. How 
do we keep it all working smoothly?

Arlington County recently unveiled 
our new Traffic Management Center 
(TMC). This state-of-the-art control 
center optimizes traffic signal, 
streetlight and traffic camera networks 
to improve transit operations and 
provide real-time monitoring.

The new TMC is the primary control 
center for Arlington’s street-related 
systems, featuring:
•	Robust County network linking all 

systems of traffic signals, streetlights, 
and traffic cameras

•	10-panel wall display that displays 
cameras and data in multiple 
configurations — up to 12 cameras 
on each panel or one large view 
across all panels

•	Real-time access and management of 
multiple traffic management systems

•	Mainframe computer that 
automatically controls the signals 
system, adjusting for traffic volume

Arlington is upgrading the County’s 
traffic operations and optimizing the 
signals systems to better manage 
congestion in the dense urban corridors 
and reduce vehicle emissions. With 
48 traffic cameras, we can monitor 
roadways and manage traffic signals to 
ensure orderly movement of traffic. 

Future improvements include adding 
43 additional traffic cameras in 2012 
and a County fiber optic system. These 
systems work together to enable us to 
manage Arlington’s streets as safely 
and smoothly as possible — for day-
to-day transportation and during 
emergency operations.  n

Disposing of items in the trash 
costs more money than recycling and 
reusing materials. When you recycle 
more, the County saves by using 
fewer trash trucks to haul materials 
and brings in money for recyclable 
materials.

For more information, visit www.
arlingtonva.us, search “recycle.”  n

26%

32%

6%
14%

20%

2%

Curbside Blue Cart

Curbside eWaste and Metal

Yard Waste

County Drop-off

Grasscycle/Compost

Private Reuse/Recycle

Is your neighborhood Walkabout-ready? In honor of Arlington’s recent Gold-Level Walk Friendly Community designation, WalkArlington 
is looking for entries for our 2012 neighborhood Walkabout. Fill out a nomination at www.walkarlington.com and submit by Feb. 29. 
Your neighborhood could be featured in an official Walk Friendly Community Walkabout in 2012. Contact info@walkarlington.com.
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Free eReads from Arlington Public Library

So you just got a brand new eReader 
or MP3 player. Here’s how and why 

you can load up on free downloadable 
eBooks from Arlington Public Library.

What kinds of downloadable books 
are available?

Arlington Public Library offers 
thousands of fiction and nonfiction 
print-format eBooks and sound-format 
eAudiobooks. New titles and additional 
copies are added weekly. There also are 
15,000 public domain eBooks available 
through the Library’s website from the 
non-profit Project Gutenberg with no 
wait lists and no expiration. 

All downloadable titles in the 
Library’s collection are available at no 
cost to Arlington Public Library card 
holders through the Library’s website. 

Start here: www.library.arlingtonva.
libguides.com/ecollection

What devices work with the 
Library’s downloadable books?

Library eBooks now work with 
most popular screen devices. Most 
eAudiobooks come in two basic 
formats —MP3 and WMA. Most 
listening devices play at least one 
format. 

Are library downloadable books 
different from those sold directly to 
the public?

Yes. A special license is involved. 
Some publishers charge libraries higher 

Strengthening Families One Family at a Time

When siblings Edgar 
and Delsa, 13 and 11, 

came to the Strengthening 
Families Program this fall, 
they didn’t know what 
to expect. They weren’t 
expecting to spend time with 
peers. They weren’t expecting 
to learn techniques to handle 
stress or to avoid negative 
situations with friends. 
And they certainly weren’t 
expecting to experience more 
peace and harmony at home. 
Delsa said, “I think everyone 
should participate. The games 
are fun, I learned how to calm down 
when I’m mad, and how to say ‘no’ to a 
situation that could get me in trouble.”

Recognizing the importance of 
putting family first, their parents, 
Alberto and Gladys, looked for 
opportunities to support their family. 
Realizing that physical discipline isn’t 
effective, they looked for concrete 
strategies to improve their relationship 
with their children. “The best thing 
about the program is that my children 
have noticed a change in the way we 
interact with them. Some parents get 
discouraged and say, ‘My kids just 
don’t listen to me.’ We all have to learn 
how to be parents, and losing your 
temper or not following through only 
makes you look weak in the long run.”

This program is free, offered in 
English and Spanish, open to all 
families with children ages 10-14 and 
includes a catered dinner.  Visit www.
arlingtonva.us, search “strengthening 
families” or contact Jennifer Landis-
Santos at 703-228-1108 or jlandis@
arlingtonva.us.  n

ART 62 Route & 
Schedule Changes

Starting Jan. 3, ART 62 will no 
longer travel along Lee Hwy to N. 

Veitch Street. It will be rerouted down 
Kirkwood Road and through Clarendon. 
The route will also travel along Quincy 
Street instead of Stafford Street in 
Ballston.

The revised route will connect 
residents living in Waverly Hills, 
Cherrydale, Lyon Village and Lorcom 
Lane to the YMCA, restaurants and 
grocery stores like Whole Foods and 
Trader Joe’s. Metrobus 3-Lee Hwy. Line 
will continue to serve stops between 
Spout Run and N. Veitch St. ART 61 
will continue to serve N. Veitch St.

Visit arlingtontransit.com to see 
updated bus schedule and map of the 
ART 62 route.  n

prices and some limit the number of 
times a book can be lent.

Why doesn’t the Library have my 
desired title in downloadable form?

The Library acquires popular 
downloadable books as soon as 
publishers license the rights for 
libraries. Not all publishers make 
digital titles available for library 
use. Not all digital titles are released 
simultaneously with the paper-and- 
ink versions. 

All the downloadable library books 
I want are checked out. Doesn’t 
a digital format mean limitless 
availability?

Most publishers prefer to sell 
downloadable titles just as they sell 
printed versions — per copy. So when 
a digital title is checked out, it may 
be the only copy the Library has. 
Browsing through “available now” 
titles can turn up some great reads.  n

Thomas Jefferson Middle School 
Thursdays, Jan.12-Feb. 23

Swanson Middle School  
Tuesdays, Mar. 6-Apr. 24

Next Program Dates  
and Location

Arlington Public Library now has a handy email newsletter that highlights upcoming programs, featured services, 
new additions to the collection and other happenings. To sign up, just send an email to ArlingtonPublicLibrary@
arlingtonva.us and put “enewsletter” in the subject line.

20th Annual Feel the 
Heritage Festival: 
Celebrate African-

American culture at this exciting 
event that will feature music 
and dance 
performances, 
delicious 
food, dozens 
of vendors, 
and more. 
Free. 12-5 p.m. Langston Brown 
Community Center. 703-228-3329. 
www.arlingtonva.us/prcr

4th Annual AEIICC Your 
Child’s Development: 
An Information and 

Resource Fair for Arlington Parents 
and Caregivers of Infants and 
Preschoolers. Information  
tables and workshops. 8:45 a.m.- 
12:30 p.m. Walter Reed Community 
Center. Contact Cheryl Fuentes at 
cfuentes@arlingtonva.us or 703-
228-1551 to register or for more 
info.

Mischief Managed Family 
Music: In partnership with 
IBIS Chamber Ensemble 

Classical music for the whole family 
including Mischief Managed,  John 
Williams’ score to Harry Potter and 
the Prisoner of Azkaban and Maurice 
Ravel’s gorgeous score, the Mother 
Goose Suite. Two concerts: 11:15 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. $10 adult; $8 children. 
Artisphere. www.artisphere.com

Get Up and Git Down, World 
Music Grooves From Africa 
to Brazil: World music 

grooves from bands based in the DC-
MD-VA region 
including 
Afro-pop 
maestros 
Elikeh, 
Brazilian 
band Alma 
Tropicália and 
raw southern 
soul from The Bellevederes.  
8 p.m. $12. Artisphere.  
www.artisphere.com

FEBRUARY
43rd Annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Tribute 
Event: An inspirational 

evening of local and regional talent 
honoring the civil rights and social 
equality work of Dr. King. 7-9 p.m. 
Free. Washington-Lee High School 703-
228-3329. www.arlingtonva.us/mlk

Amy Hughes Braden “Too 
Extroverted to Pain” Stuck in 
a world of tweets and tags, 

Arlington native Amy 
Hughes Braden will 
paint large portraits 
of “tweens” working 
towards her 2013 
show in Artisphere’s 
Mezz Gallery.  Free. Artisphere. Visit 
www.artisphere.com for artist’s onsite 
residency hours. Through March 11

Tell Arlington’s Story Celebration 
Showcase: Join us for 
a reception to celebrate 
Arlington stories with 

interactive stations to listen, share, 
and learn about fellow community 
members. 7-9 p.m. Free, Artisphere. 
703-399-6564. www.arlingtonstory.us

JANUARY

28

Events Around Arlington

15

25

19

25

28

20

ART and STAR buses will operate on a 
limited schedule on these holidays:

Jan.16: Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Feb. 20: President’s Day

ART 41, 42, 51 and 87 will operate on 
Saturday schedules. All other ART routes 
will not operate. The STAR Call Center 
will be closed on these Monday  
holidays, but open Jan. 15 and Feb. 19,  
11 a.m.–3p.m. 

ART & STAR Bus Holiday Schedules

Delsa and Enrique with their parents for the weekly family meeting.

N E W  L I B R A R Y 
N E W S L E T T E R 



APS News

Plans Underway for 
Future Needs

APS is facing increased enrollment 
for the foreseeable future. Since 

2006, enrollment has grown by 3,394 
students, or 18 percent in five years. 
Because of the growing enrollment, it is 
becoming increasingly difficult to find 
space to accommodate the increasing 
number of students.

By 2013, there will be over 800 
more students than available seats. 
By 2016, APS faces an even greater 
shortage of 3,400 seats. To plan for the 
future, APS has been using a variety of 
solutions to create additional classroom 
space, including adding relocatable 
classrooms at a number of schools 
until more permanent solutions can be 
implemented.

“Over the last several years, we 
have been aggressive in our approach 
to maximize the capacity of existing 
facilities,” said Superintendent Dr. Pat 
Murphy. “However, even with the steps 
we have taken to this point, we will 
continue to require creative solutions to 
the ever-growing demand for space in 
our schools.”

In 2009, the School Board adopted 
the Progressive Planning Model (PPM) 
framework, a step-wise approach 
to developing additional capacity 
throughout the system. The PPM 
framework was developed after much 
community input and through a study 

with MGT of 
America, planning 
consultants.

APS has already 
implemented many 
of the initial steps 
of the PPM. 
The next measures 
for adding system-
wide capacity 
will be to build 
additional space 
on current APS 
sites or acquire 
(through lease or 
purchase) new 
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School Board Office: 
1426 N. Quincy St. 
Arlington, Va. 22207
703-228-6015 (voice)
703-228-7640 (fax)
E-mail: school.board@apsva.us

Citizens who wish to meet with a Board member 
may do so on a walk-in basis during open office 
hours on Monday from 5-7 p.m. on days when 
school is in session. School Board members can 
also meet by appointment with small groups 
of individuals to discuss issues or positions. If 
Monday is a holiday, open office hours are held 
the following Tuesday from 8:30-11:30 a.m.

School Board Meetings
Arlington School Board meeting dates, times, 
agendas and other information are available 
online at www.apsva.us/schoolboard.

Your School Board

Abby Raphael, Chair (L) 
Emma Violand-Sánchez, Vice Chair (R)

Members, L to R: Sally Baird, Libby 
Garvey, James Lander

sites and/or facilities to build or rent 
space for instruction.

To assist the School Board in 
developing a Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP), which includes capacity-building 
projects, APS has engaged Decision 
Lens, a local software-solutions 
company. The Decision Lens software 
and process will help evaluate capital 
solutions based on pre-determined 
School Board criteria.

In October, APS held the first of 
two forums that provided an overview 
to parents and the community about 
the process to develop an action plan 
that addresses the current and future 
capacity needs for the school division. 
The first forum outlined the plan to 
conduct feasibility studies at 16 APS 
locations in order to determine options 
available on APS property. The second 
forum provided the community with 
the results of the completed feasibility 
studies. 

The feasibility studies helped 
determine the maximum reasonable 
capacity as well as the impact on core 
spaces, parking and open space. The 

studies also looked at the options in 
small, medium and large capacity 
schools for additions, stand alone 
buildings, and/or new schools.

The timing of these additions 
will depend on many factors and 
construction will likely not start before 
2013. Communities will be engaged 
during the design process.

There will be additional community 
updates in January and February, 
and more School Board work sessions 
will be scheduled as needed for the 
spring. In May, the Superintendent will 
present his proposed six-year Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP). A public 
hearing is also planned for May and 
the Board is expected to act on the CIP 
in late May. 

For more information on the 
Capacity Planning Process, visit 
www.apsva.us/capacity.  n

Upcoming Parent Information Nights

Facilities planner Alison Denton answers a parent’s question at the Nov. 29 
community update.

Director of design and construction John Chadwick talks with parents about the 
renderings that came from the feasibility study.

MLK Tribute to Showcase Contest Participants

Arlington students will be 
recognized at this year’s Tribute 

to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. This 
year’s celebration will feature a 
video of the student winners of the 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Literary 
and Visual Arts contest. Students 
were asked to describe in writing or 

through visual art how Dr. King’s 
words inspire them to follow in his 
footsteps. The event, which will be 
held at Washington-Lee High School 
on Sun, Jan. 15, at 7 p.m., is free and 
open to the community. 

The Arlington School Board will 
also honor the students on Jan. 19 at 
7:30 p.m.  n

APS will hold three information nights 
for parents in the coming months. 

Kindergarten Information Night—
Jan. 30, 7 p.m.
Washington-Lee High School
Parents will receive information 
about the registration process, school 
options, Extended Day and other 
school-related services. Staff will 
also provide helpful tips on how 
parents can prepare their children 
and themselves for the kindergarten 
experience. Representatives from each 
of Arlington’s 22 elementary schools 
will be on hand to meet parents and 
provide additional information.

Montessori Information Night—
Feb. 8, 7 p.m., Drew Model School
The program will highlight the 
Montessori philosophy and practice, and 
the application and enrollment process. 
Parents will also have the opportunity 
to tour classrooms.

Summer Activities Fair—
Feb. 10, 6 p.m. 
Jefferson Community Center 
(Snow Date Feb. 19)
The event will provide Arlington 
residents with the opportunity to obtain 
information about activities that will 
be offered this summer by a variety of 
camps and other organizations.

Did you know that the Arlington Adult Education Program has a symphonic 
orchestra, a concert band and, most recently, a community chorus? Who are 
these musicians, you might ask? They are your neighbors and co-workers! 
For more information, visit www.apsva.us/adulted or call 703-228-7200.

For more information, visit www.apsva.us or call Gladis Bourdouane at 703-228-7667.



New Yorktown Pool to Open January 15
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The Yorktown High 
School pool is the 

newest of the Arlington 
Public Schools aquatic 
facilities and is currently 
in the final stages of 
construction. The new 
Yorktown High School 
aquatics center will open to 
all swimmers the weekend 
of Jan. 15. There will be an 
open house and a free swim 
session on opening day as 
well as several demonstrations. 

The facility will contain an 
eight-lane competition pool with a 
separate diving well, and a separate 
instructional pool. The diving area, 
completely separated from the lap 
lanes, will contain two one-meter 
springboards. The instructional pool 
includes a handicapped-accessible 
ramp. Also available are a classroom 
available for pool party rentals, and a 
spectator area with capacity in excess 
of 175 spectators overlooking the 
pools.

The pool also has a number of 
environmental features to help it meet 
LEED certification. Features include: 
• Solar hot water heating;

• A pool cover;

• UV water treatment that reduces 
chlorine requirements; and 

• A pool dehumidification unit that 
allows heat recovery for pool water 
as well as demand-control ventilation

Pool hours are available online at 
www.apsva.us/aquatics. n

FY2013 Budget  APS is currently developing the FY2013 Budget. Key dates: Feb. 23 – Superintendent’s Proposed FY13 
Budget presentation to School Board; March 6 – School Board presentation to Civic Federation; March 8 and April 12 – 
Public Hearings; April 26 – School Board adoption. More information, including the schedule of work sessions and the 
School Board budget framework and priorities, is available online at www.apsva.us/budget. 

Gaining On the Gap is a new 
book authored by former APS 
Superintendent Dr. Robert G. Smith 
and three APS staffers: Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. Alvin Crawley, 
Minority Achievement Supervisor 
Cheryl Robinson, and Minority 
Achievement Coordinator Timothy 
Cotman, Jr. Retired APS teacher Marty 
Swaim and former APS parent and 
community member Palma Strand also 
authored portions of the book, which 
is available at all bookstores.

Mark Your Calendar

JANUARY

To view the complete calendar 
listing, visit www.apsva.us/calendar

20

16
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: 
No School

Applications Due for 
Admission to Secondary 
Programs

Teacher Work Day:
No School

Kindergarten Information 
Night: 7 p.m., 
Washington Lee High School. 
Snow date: Feb. 6

23

30

Montessori Information 
Night: 7 p.m., Drew Model 
School. Snow date: Feb 15

Summer Activities Fair: 
6 p.m. at the Jefferson 
Community Center. 
Snow date: Feb. 17

President’s Day: No School

FEBRUARY

8

10

20

M ost students start to think about 
college once they are in high 

school. But a pilot program in the 
Arlington Public Schools is working 
to change that. A group of students 
made up of fourth- and fifth-graders 
from Oakridge Elementary School 
is beginning to explore study and 

career options by visiting Marymount 
University and discovering that college 
is possible for them.

The program, College Before Sixth, 
began last year and was a big success. 
“The students who participated enjoyed 
the program very much and have 
asked to be part of it again this year,” 
said counselor Dr. Anne Terwilliger. 
“It really opened their eyes to the 
possibilities that going to college 
creates for them.”

The students planned activities 
which included short- and long-term 
goal setting, academic planning, career 
exploration and study skills. Students 
also partnered with Gunston Middle 
School’s Cohort Group and met with 
the middle-school students during the 
school year.

Oakridge partnered with 
Marymount’s Toward Higher 
Education (T.H.E) Academy, which 
is a collaborative effort between the 
university’s education department, 
International Student Services, and 
the Latino Student Association. 
University students organized the visit 
and had lunch with the children while 
explaining their own path to college.

Oakridge is in the early stages of 
planning its visit to Marymount again 
this spring. The pilot program will 
also be expanded to one additional 
APS school this school year, and to 
additional APS elementary schools 
next year.  n

Pilot Program Helps 
Students Visit College

Inclement Weather 
Closings 

Old Man Winter is here 
and with him comes the threat of 
inclement weather. APS would like to 
remind parents about the inclement 
weather policy.

In the event of snow, ice or other 
unusual conditions, school officials 
may decide to close school, delay 
school opening or close schools early. 
In some cases, evening or weekend 
events at schools, rec centers or other 
APS buildings may be canceled unless 
otherwise announced. 

News about APS decisions is 
distributed through various outlets.

•	Messages go out to all APS School 
Talk subscribers. 

•	Info is posted on www.apsva.us 
•	The toll-free hotline has messages 

recorded in English and Spanish:   
1-866-322-4277

•	Information is broadcast on 
Arlington County’s emergency 
radio station, 1700 AM and 
Comcast Cable Channel 70 or 
Verizon FiOS 41.

•	Local TV and radio stations receive 
regular updates.

The decision to close schools is 
usually made by 6 a.m. If schools 
need to be closed during the school 
day, a decision is usually made around 
11:30 a.m.

If inclement weather forces schools 
to close for an extended period of 
time, the APS Snow Learning Page can 
help parents and students “weather” 
the time at home. The page includes 
ideas and online resources that provide 
learning opportunities for students.

www.apsva.us/SnowLearningPage

The Arts Kick Off 2012 at APS
Here are just a few of the events that are 
taking place in the next few months:

• Jan. 29 – Honors Band and Orchestra 
(grades 7 and 8) at Kenmore Middle 
School

• For the second year in a row, the 
Jamestown Elementary School chorus 
has been selected to be a featured 
performer in the Concert for Music 
in Our Schools Month in March, 
sponsored by the National Association 
for Music Education.

• March 20 – Jr. honors band, Jr. honors 
orchestra, elementary honors chorus 
and middle school honors chorus 
perform at Kenmore Middle School.

• March is Arts in the Schools Month 
and a wide variety of art and music 
events will take place. These events will 
be publicized by mid February on the 
APS Arts Education webpage at 
www.apsva.us/artseducation, and in 
the March issue of The Citizen.     
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Programa Fortaleciendo Familias: 
una familia a la vez

Cuando los hermanos Edgar y 
Delsa de 13 y 11 años llegaron 

al Programa Fortaleciendo Familias 
este otoño no sabían qué esperar. 
No esperaban pasar tiempo con 
compañeros. No esperaban aprender 
técnicas para controlar el estrés o evitar 
situaciones negativas con amigos. Y 
por supuesto tampoco esperaban tener 
más paz y armonía en el hogar. Delsa 
dijo, “Creo que todos deben participar. 
Los juegos son divertidos, aprendí a 
tranquilizarme cuando estoy furiosa y 
a decir no a una situación que podría 
traerme problemas”.

Reconociendo la importancia 
de poner a la familia primero, sus 
padres, Alberto y Gladys, buscaron 
oportunidades para apoyar a su 

familia. Al darse cuenta que la 
disciplina física no es efectiva, 
buscaron estrategias concretas 
para mejorar la relación 
con sus hijos. “Lo mejor del 
programa es que mis hijos 
han notado un cambio en la 
forma en que interactuamos 
con ellos. Algunos padres 
se desaniman y dicen, “Mis 
hijos no me escuchan”. Todos 
tenemos que aprender a ser 
padres, y perder los estribos 
o no continuar hasta el final 

sólo te debilita a la larga”.  
Este programa es gratuito, se ofrece 

en inglés y en español, está abierto a 
todas las familias con hijos de entre 
10 y 14 años e incluye la cena. Para 
obtener más información, visite www.
arlingtonva.us y busque “strengthening 
families” o comuníquese con Jennifer 
Landis-Santos al 703-228-1108 o 
jlandis@arlingtonva.us.  n

Escuela Media Thomas Jefferson 
jueves, 12 de enero - 23 de febrero

Escuela Media Swanson
martes, 6 de marzo – 24 de abril 

Los próximos programas

Delsa y Enrique con sus padres en su reunión semanal

Una Segunda Oportunidad: intervención 
temprana y programa educativo mostrando 
resultados exitosos

Los estudiantes — una mezcla de 
estudiantes de la escuela media 

y secundaria — llegan el primer día 
nerviosos e intimidados. El segundo 
día ya hacen preguntas, participan en 
charlas sin tener que insistirles y se 
sienten cómodos como para participar 
en actividades grupales. El tercer 
día, entienden el mensaje: existen 
consecuencias serias por las decisiones 
que han tomado, y pasar tres días 
en un aula es mucho mejor que las 
posibles alternativas. 

Los jóvenes que participan en el 
programa Second Chance de Arlington 
han tomado malas decisiones con 
respecto al consumo de sustancias; al 
participar en el programa voluntario 
evitan la posible suspensión de la 
escuela y quedar implicados en el 
sistema judicial.   

“Lo que hemos observado en 
las primeras tres sesiones,” dijo 
Jerome Bumanglag, coordinador del 

programa, una nueva iniciativa para 
el año escolar 2011-2012, “es que 
los estudiantes no han entendido 
realmente lo que es la adicción, ni 
tampoco la velocidad con la cual 
una mala decisión puede generar una 
oleada de consecuencias espantosas, 
tales como problemas legales o pérdida 
de oportunidades en el futuro cercano”.

La respuesta de los padres al 
programa ha sido positiva. “Están 
agradecidos porque sus hijos han 
tenido una verdadera segunda 
oportunidad — una oportunidad que les 
brinda información correcta y nuevas 
habilidades para intentar cambiar o 
detener los comportamientos malos,” 
dijo Siobhan Bowler, facilitadora del 
programa.

 Para obtener más información 
sobre el programa Second Chance de 
Arlington, visite www.arlingtonva.us, y 
busque “second chance”.  n

¿Sabía que ... ? Una ordenanza del 
Condado de Arlington exige que 

los propietarios de las viviendas de 
Arlington limpien la nieve y el hielo 
de las aceras públicas adyacentes a 
su propiedad dentro de un periodo de 
tiempo determinado. Tener aceras y 
rutas peatonales despejadas y seguras 
es esencial para garantizar el acceso 
a trabajos, escuelas y servicios para 
todos en una comunidad transitable 
como Arlington. La Ordenanza sobre 
Remoción de Nieve tiene como 
objetivo ayudar a garantizar un acceso 
seguro para los peatones y también 
garantizar la disponibilidad de todos 
los medios de transporte lo más 
pronto posible luego de una tormenta 
de nieve. La ordenanza también 
prohíbe que la nieve y el hielo de una 
propiedad privada se traslade a una 
propiedad pública o se deposite allí. 
Quedan exentos los propietarios de 
viviendas que tienen una discapacidad 
física que les impide cumplir con 

La ley exige despejar las aceras

la ordenanza. Para obtener más 
información, visite www.arlingtonva.us 
y busque “snow.”   n

Consejos importantes para las 
personas que buscan empleo en 2012

Si una de sus resoluciones de año 
nuevo es darle un impulso a su 

carrera, estos consejos del Centro de 
Empleo de Arlington podrán ayudarle.  
1. Contactos, contactos, contactos 

(¿dije contactos?) Comente sus 
objetivos profesionales. Pregunte a 
las personas que conoce si saben de 
alguna oportunidad o si conocen 
a alguna persona a quien puedan 
recomendarlo. 

2. ¿Ese currículum vítae lo vende 
bien? El simple hecho de enumerar 
sus antecedentes laborales y 
educativos no sirve. Concéntrese en 
sus habilidades y en cómo podría 
ayudar a mejorar la rentabilidad 
del empleador. No sea tímido y 
mencione sus logros laborales. 
Hágalo en forma de artículo de 
marketing en vez de enumerar 
sus responsabilidades en trabajos 
anteriores.   

3. Si no se conecta a Internet, está 
fuera de juego. Los empleadores 
reclutan e interactúan con las 
personas que buscan empleo 
a través de sus páginas web, 
Facebook, Linked In y otras 
herramientas en línea. Cuanto 
mayores sean sus habilidades con 
los redes sociales y las herramientas 
en línea, mayores serán las 
probabilidades de conseguir (y 
mantener) un empleo. 

4. Vístase bien para las entrevistas 
y haga la tarea. Obrero, oficinista 
... más allá del tipo de trabajo, 
la apariencia juega un papel 
fundamental en la primera 
impresión. Saber a qué se dedica el 
empleador significa que usted está 
interesado. 

5. Llame o visite el Centro de Empleo 
de Arlington. El año pasado, más 
de 1,000 residentes de Arlington 
consiguieron trabajo a través de 
los servicios del Centro de Empleo. 
Permítanos ayudarlo. No necesita 
cita previa. Todos los servicios son 
gratuitos.  

Para obtener más información, visite 
www.arlingtonva.us y busque “centro 
de empleo”.  n


