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SAFETY AUDIT BACKGROUND

We conduct safety audits on the 
High-Injury Network 
• Arlington’s High-Injury Network (HIN) identifies streets with a 

high share of fatal and serious injury crashes. 

• The HIN supports Vision Zero by directing attention and resources 
to the most critical corridors.

Safety audits review crash data and field 
conditions to identify:
• Short-term, quick-build safety improvements (e.g., signs, 

markings, bollards, minor construction or maintenance).

• Existing or planned corridor projects and how they address safety. 

• Longer-term safety needs or opportunities to inform future capital 
projects or plans.

View the High-Injury Network Corridor Safety Audits page for more 
information about the audit process and follow up. 

HIN safety audits are not 
intended to fix all safety 

needs immediately. 

The purpose is to identify 
(1) safety needs that we 

can address quickly and (2) 
safety needs that we can 

begin to plan for on a 
larger-scale. 
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SAFETY AUDIT CONTENTS

• Study Area

• Field Observations

• Supporting Information
• Land Use & Facilities 
• Bike Routes & Transit Stops
• Crossing Infrastructure
• Crash History
• Community Input 
• Recent & Upcoming Projects

• Next Steps
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Safety Audit Study Area

Speed Limit: 25 mph 

Vehicles Per Day: 
6,900-15,600 
(based on 2025 Average Daily 
Traffic Counts)

Study  Limits:  23rd St S;
from S Inge St to Crystal Dr

S Inge St

Crystal D
r
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Field Observations:  Key Findings & Next Steps

Finding / Next Step

S Ives St
Finding: Former bus flag posts 
on the east and west corners 
at S Ives St were not removed 
during bus stop updates.
Next Step: Remove the 
unused bus flag posts (short-
term). 

S Hayes St
Finding: Standard crosswalk 
markings on side streets. 
Next Step: Install high 
visibility crosswalk markings 
(short-term).

Between S Hayes St and S Grant St
Finding: Speed feedback sign without 
accompanying speed limit signage. Community 
comments cite concerns for drivers speeding and 
pedestrian/bicyclist crossings. All crossings over 23rd 
St S have in-street signage to enhance visibility. 
Next Step: Add speed limit sign near speed 
feedback sign to enhance speed limit compliance 
(short-term).

S Grant St
Finding: Crossing sign not at a proper height. Standard 
crosswalk markings on side streets. 
Next Step: Updated crossing signage (short-term). 
Install high visibility crosswalk markings to improve 
visibility (short-term).

S Eads St
Finding: History of red-light 
running crashes. Community 
comments cite concern for 
speeding, pedestrian crossings, 
and left turns finding a gap. 
Identified as 2026 Action Spot.
Next Step: Evaluate in further 
detail through the 2026 Action 
Spot analysis (short-term).

Route 1
Finding: History of pedestrian, angle, and rear end crashes. Red-
light safety camera in place at intersection showing high red-light 
compliance. 
Next Step: Conducted week-long near miss conflict analysis as 
part of 2025 Action Spot Analysis (short-term). Install dashed lane 
markings to add lane guides through the intersection (short-
term). Pursue capital project to update the intersection 
configuration (long-term). 

Between S Clark St and Crystal Dr
Finding: Damaged pavers and poor 
pavement conditions. 
Next Step: 23rd St S between Richmond 
Hwy & Crystal Dr was repaved through 
the 2026 repaving/resurfacing 
maintenance program, which updated 
bike lane markings and crosswalks 
(short-term).
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Land Use & Facilities

• Low Residential land use from S Inge St to S 
Fern St. There are mostly residential, single-
family homes along the corridor

• Service Commercial land use from s Fern St 
to S Eads St

• High Office-Apartment Hotel land use from 
S Eads St to Crystal Dr

General Land Use Plan Designation 
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Bike Routes & Transit Stops

Bus Stops

ART Bus stops: none

WMATA Bus stops: A11

7



Crossing Infrastructure

Marked Crosswalk

Bus Stops

ART Bus stops: none

WMATA Bus stops: A11

250 ft

500 ft

520 ft

600 ft

250 ft

230 ft

250 ft

500 ft

250 ft
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Crash History (2023-2025) – Trends 

• There were two severe crashes in the past three years on this 
corridor. One severe crash involved a pedestrian, and one severe 
crash was an angle crash. 

• There were zero bike related crashes and 14 pedestrian related 
crashes. 

• The most common type of crashes were angle crashes followed up 
by pedestrian crashes.

• The intersection at Richmond Hwy and 23rd St S had the highest 
number of crashes along this corridor.

Note: This study used crash data from January 2023 – December 2025.
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Crash History (2023-2025)

Fatal
Severe Injury
Visible Injury
Non-Visible Injury
Property Damage Only

Bike (halo)

Pedestrian (halo)

Specific crash type patterns are called out in the text boxes where present
*Previously Identified Vision Zero Crash Action Spot 

Note: This study used crash data from January 2023 – December 2025.

S Fern St:
1 Ped crashes

S Eads St:
3 Red-light running 
crashes

Richmond Hwy*:
10 Ped crashes
7 Angle crashes
4 Rear end crashes

Crystal Dr:
1 Ped crash
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https://www.arlingtonva.us/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/transportation/documents/arlingtoncounty_hotspots_2024_mapv2.pdf


Community Input

• Location-specific community 
feedback was collected in 
spring 2023, 2024, and 2025

• The common recurring 
comments on the corridor 
pertained to:

• Speeding along the corridor
• Vehicles do not stop/yield to 

pedestrians
• Most of the concerns were on 

Route 1 regarding pedestrian 
crossings and vehicles making 
unsafe lane changes or having 
unsafe driver behavior

b/w S Hayes St and S Grant St:
-Unsafe for pedestrians and cyclists at crossings. 
Drivers do not stop. Speeding along the corridor

b/w S Fern St and S Eads St:
-Crosswalk needs to be upgraded

S Eads St:
-Cars speed and don’t look out for pedestrians
-Unsafe for pedestrians to cross
-Cars block the bike lane to turn right
-Bike lanes are blocked by people at 7/11 and kabob palace
-People make left turns quickly and don’t watch for 
pedestrians
-Request to close the parking lot

Route 1:
-Drivers turning from 23rd eastbound onto Route 1 northbound do not yield to drivers crossing 
23rd st westbound. Cars focus on getting through the intersection, not watching out for 
pedestrians.
-Drivers have no respect for pedestrians
-Wide intersection
-Difficult and slightly convoluted sidewalk path to cross this major throughway, with the 
multiple lights and twisting on/off ramps to sidewalks or crosswalks
-Taking a turn from 23rd to Route 1 is always scary, observation of near crashes or drivers not 
understanding the pattern. Cars going to/from the businesses by 7-11 also block/interfere with 
traffic. Speeding vehicles do not respect pedestrians.

East of S Clark St:
-Uneven road surface
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Recent and Upcoming Projects

In Progress/ 
Upcoming Projects

Completed

Repaving maintenance from S Fern St 
to S Eads St completed Summer 2026

23rd St Mid-Block Quick-Build
The project provided a 

pedestrian crossing by adding 
curb extensions and installing 

roadway markings and signage.

Tactical Quick-Build on S Eads St starting from 23rd St S
This project added a new protected bike lane infrastructure using tactical 

bollards and green bike markings.

Speed Management Pilot Corridor on S Eads St starting from 23rd St S
The corridor on S Eads St from 23rd St S to S Glee Rd is currently under 

review for speed management.

Hardened Centerlines
This project added 

hardened centerlines at 
the intersection to 

reduce the speeds of 
vehicles as they make 

left turn.

23rd St S Realignment
This project will realign 

23rd St S. Other 
improvements include 

widening the sidewalk and 
retail parking areas on the 

south side of 23rd St S, 
reduce lane widths, and 

eliminate the wide median 
island.

Repaving maintenance from S 
Clark St to Crystal Dr completed 

Summer 2026

2025 Bike Improvements
Bike lane improvements were made 

along Crystal Dr from  20th St S to 
26th St S. The project included 

roadway realignments to 
accommodate protected bike lanes 

and the installation of green 
pavement markings to enhance 

visibility and safety.
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https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Transportation/Streets/Street-Maintenance
https://www.arlingtonva.us/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/transportation/documents/vision-zero/quick-build-safety/23rd-st-s-mid-block-crossing-bw-s-fern-st-and-s-eads-st.pdf
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https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/Project-Types/Transportation-Projects/Quick-Build-Safety-Projects
https://www.arlingtonva.us/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/transportation/documents/vision-zero/final-speed-mgmt-pilot-infosheet-may-2025-v2.pdf
https://www.arlingtonva.us/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/transportation/documents/vision-zero/final-speed-mgmt-pilot-infosheet-may-2025-v2.pdf
https://www.arlingtonva.us/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/transportation/documents/vision-zero/final-speed-mgmt-pilot-infosheet-may-2025-v2.pdf
https://www.arlingtonva.us/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/transportation/documents/vision-zero/quick-build-safety/s-eads-st-23rd-st-s-tactical-improvements.pdf
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/Project-Types/Transportation-Projects/23rd-Street-South-Realignment
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/Project-Types/Transportation-Projects/23rd-Street-South-Realignment
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/Project-Types/Transportation-Projects/23rd-Street-South-Realignment
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/Project-Types/Transportation-Projects/23rd-Street-South-Realignment
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Transportation/Streets/Street-Maintenance
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Short Term (within 1 year)
• S Ives St – Remove the unused bus flag posts.

• S Hayes St – Install high visibility crosswalk markings.

• Between S Hayes St and S Grant St – Add speed limit 
sign near speed feedback sign to enhance speed limit 
compliance.

• S Grant St – Updated crossing signage. Install high 
visibility crosswalk markings to improve visibility.

• S Eads St – Evaluate in further detail through the 2026 
Action Spot analysis.

• Route 1 – Conducted week-long near miss conflict 
analysis as part of 2025 Action Spot Analysis. Install 
dashed lane markings to add lane guides through the 
intersection.

• Between S  Clark St and Crystal Dr – 23rd St S between 
Richmond Hwy & Crystal Dr was repaved through the 
2026 repaving/resurfacing maintenance program, which 
updated bike lane markings and crosswalks.

Long Term (3+ years)

• Route 1 – Pursue capital project to update the 
intersection configuration. 

Click here to view safety audit reports and follow up.

Summary of Next Steps

https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Transportation/Vision-Zero/Action/Initiatives/Action-Spots
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Transportation/Streets/Street-Maintenance
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Transportation/Vision-Zero/High-Injury-Network-Corridor-Safety-Audits

	23rd St S
	SAFETY AUDIT BACKGROUND
	SAFETY AUDIT CONTENTS
	Safety Audit Study Area
	Field Observations:  Key Findings & Next Steps
	Land Use & Facilities
	Bike Routes & Transit Stops
	Crossing Infrastructure
	Crash History (2023-2025) – Trends 
	Crash History (2023-2025)
	Community Input
	Recent and Upcoming Projects
	Summary of Next Steps

