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Agenda for today’s webinar

 What is a Resource Protection 
Area (RPA)?
 Why are RPAs important?
 How do I tell if my property is in the 

RPA?
 What kind of projects need 

approval in the RPA?
 What is the process for project 

review?
 What updates were made 

recently for the CBPO?
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What is a Resource Protection Area?
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The Resource Protection Area, or RPA, includes streams, rivers, 
and other water bodies and the environmentally sensitive 
lands within 100 feet of these water resources. These areas 
are known as stream or wetland buffers, and help protect 
water quality by:
 filtering out pollutants from stormwater runoff,
 reducing the volume of stormwater runoff,
 minimizing erosion, and
 providing wildlife habitat.
A fully vegetated stream buffer can help protect private 
property by preventing erosion along a water body. Steep 
slopes (25 percent or greater) that are adjacent to buffers are 
also part of the RPA because of the potential for erosion in 
these areas.



Chesapeake Bay Ordinance: Resource Protection 
Areas (RPAs) and Resource Management Areas 
(RMAs)

• Resource Protection Areas protect 
stream buffers and other sensitive 
areas.

• Resource Management Areas 
cover remaining land area to 
provide additional protections.

The ordinance defines two types of areas:



What Do RPAs Do?



How do I know where RPAs are?

RPAs include any area within 100 feet of a stream. 
Check the RPA maps below to find out if there is RPA on 
your property.
 View the Interactive Resource Protection Map
 View the Streams, Watersheds and RPA Map (2025)
 You can also contact Arlington County Department of 

Environmental Services 
at RPAreview@arlingtonva.us or 703-228-4488.
 If your property is in the RPA, it is possible that it is in the 

floodplain as well. Learn more about floodplains and 
flood hazard maps.
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https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ce276b80f6b04186afb5fa6ffb4de1f7
https://www.arlingtonva.us/files/sharedassets/public/v/2/building/documents/codes-and-ordinances/rpa_watersheds_revised.pdf
mailto:RPAreview@arlingtonva.us
tel:+7032284488
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Sustainability/Stormwater/Reduce-Your-Risk-of-Flooding/Flood-Insurance-Rate-Maps
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Sustainability/Stormwater/Reduce-Your-Risk-of-Flooding/Flood-Insurance-Rate-Maps


What Needs County Approval in the RPA?
• Development or redevelopment projects on properties where RPA is 

present (additions, rebuilds).
• Any project requiring a building or land disturbing activities permit on 

an RPA property.
• Adding new paved surfaces in the RPA (i.e. patios, walkways, 

parking/drives)
• Adding new structures in the RPA (sheds, gazebos, garages)
• The removal of vegetation in the RPA (except for turfgrass)
• Fences or retaining walls

An exception may be required for some projects. The basic submission 
for permitting is the Water Quality Impact Assessment (WQIA).



How will my project be reviewed?

  To begin, you’ll complete a short form (water quality impact assessment) 
with basic details about your project. If your project requires a land 
disturbing activity permit or other permit, you can submit the WQIA form 
along with your permit application. If not, you may submit it separately. 
 The form will ask for information such as: 

• The location of your project and the RPA on your property 
• Whether any trees will be removed 
• Proposed erosion control measures (e.g., silt fencing) 
• Planned landscaping or plantings 

 In some cases, you may also need to provide measures to offset potential 
water quality impacts from your project. 8

https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Building/Codes-Ordinances/Chesapeake-Bay#section-6
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Building/Codes-Ordinances/Chesapeake-Bay#section-6


Example:  Removal of a Dead/Dying RPA Tree

 Requires written County approval prior to removing a dead, dying or 
diseased tree.
 Tree assessment by an ISA certified arborist or person accredited by 

the American Society of Consulting Arborists to document 
condition/removal need.
 Replacement (1:1) required within 6 months.

 Tree removal cannot occur where pruning is sufficient.
 Requires review and approval for land disturbance for removing 

dead trees or noxious vegetation.



Chesapeake Bay Ordinance 2025 Revisions
New ordinance components focus on trees and climate change:

Tree amendments focus on 
codifying tree protections in 
Resource Protection Areas

Climate change amendments 
focus on coastal resilience and 
adaptation to climate change



Adds definition for mature trees and provides extra protection 

Prioritizes trees to be used to re-establish the 100-foot buffer.

Requires native plantings for buffer re-establishment, enhancement or mitigation, or to offset new 
encroachments in the RPA

Requires pruning or trimming over tree removal and stipulates pruning shall be done in accordance with ANSI 
A300 standards

Arlington was already doing this by policy, but now it is required

Tree Conservation in RPAs and RMAs



A Resilience Assessment is required for any proposed land development within 
the RPA to evaluate the impacts of climate change from flooding, storm surge or 
sea-level rise.

The WQIA Application Form has been revised to include questions regarding the 
Resilience Assessment.

If your property has RPA and is affected by flooding, storm surge or sea level rise, 
the County may require adaptation measures to limit climate impacts from your 
project and related impacts to adjoining properties

Climate Change Adaptation





WQIA 



How can I take care of the RPA?

In Your Yard
 Remove invasive plants 
 Plant native trees and shrubs 
 Recycle grass clippings and leaves 
 Minimize fertilizer and pesticide use 
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Around Your Home 

• Direct downspouts into your yard 

• Stabilize eroded areas 

• Create a rain garden to filter 

runoff 

• Install a rain barrel or cistern 

• Sweep driveways instead of 

hosing them 



Rain Garden Workshop 
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February 28, 9:30 AM - 12 PM
Lubber Run Community Center

2026 Rain Garden Workshop | 
Northern Virginia Regional Commission 
- Website 

https://www.novaregion.org/1641/18525/2026-Rain-Garden-Workshop
https://www.novaregion.org/1641/18525/2026-Rain-Garden-Workshop
https://www.novaregion.org/1641/18525/2026-Rain-Garden-Workshop


Tree Canopy Benefits 



Tree Resources 

Concerned about your trees?  The maintenance of medium to 
large trees is best left to qualified arborists both in terms of 
evaluating the need and applying the treatment. While well 
executed pruning can sometimes reduce the risk of failure, 
poorly executed pruning can increase the risk. For a list of 
certified arborists in this area:

https://www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist/findanarborist

You can learn about proper pruning and other tree care from this link:

https://www.treesaregood.org/treeowner 

More resources are available here:

https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Office-of-
Sustainability-and-Environment/Trees/Tree-Maintenance-and-Health

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.treesaregood.org%252Ffindanarborist%252Ffindanarborist%2F1%2F010101927197ff92-6d36c162-c145-43a2-a06f-bf0fdc665bb7-000000%2FTiv3eI9AV0alQRVYfGZ0WF8R4ly_ErzppGGYSmp6R5c%3D374&data=05%7C02%7Cawinquist%40arlingtonva.us%7C416572d4c0e04079aa6908dce86b39c2%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C0%7C638640794478870297%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fNPHMIKBUIoUW6LO6aEWdUNNMj3XVVPgc9KddxrWJ88%3D&reserved=0
https://www.treesaregood.org/treeowner
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Office-of-Sustainability-and-Environment/Trees/Tree-Maintenance-and-Health
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Office-of-Sustainability-and-Environment/Trees/Tree-Maintenance-and-Health


Know Your Flood Risk 

Understand your flood risk:  
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search

More than 40% of flood insurance claims 
are from low to moderate risk areas.

Purchase flood insurance.  

Arlington residents are eligible for flood 
insurance discounts. 

Contact your insurance agent for rates 
and coverage.
  

https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search


Where to get more information?

RPAreview@arlingtonva.us 

Lots of great information, FAQs, application resources 
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Building/Codes-
Ordinances/Chesapeake-Bay 
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mailto:RPAreview@arlingtonva.us
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Building/Codes-Ordinances/Chesapeake-Bay
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Building/Codes-Ordinances/Chesapeake-Bay


Questions?
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