
 

NONNATIVE INVASIVE PLANTS OF ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA  

While almost half of the plants found in Arlington are nonnative (species which have been 

introduced intentionally or accidentally by human action into a region in which they did not evolve) 

a relatively small number of these plants are invasive species.  Invasive species are nonnative plant, 

animal, or microbial species that cause, or are likely to cause, economic or ecological harm or harm 

to human health (Presidential Executive Order 13112). These plants spread from urban plantings into 

natural areas, where they act as negative stressors on populations of native species, alter natural 

plant communities, and prevent natural succession.    

The list below serves both educational, regulatory, and management purposes.  This list will be 

periodically reviewed by the Invasive Plant Coordinator (DPR) and updated by Version (date). 

Species listed as “Invasive” have been documented as invasive in Arlington or in the region. Species 

listed as “Threat” have either been documented as invasive in other regions or have been detected 

on regional horizon scanning projects as species that are displaying invasive traits. Any listed species 

may not be planted as part of Arlington County permitted projects or on Arlington County 

property (per Administrative Regulation 4.1, Arlington County Landscape Standards, and the 

Stormwater Guidance Manual)  

Listed species should be controlled in natural areas. Nonnative species which seldom invade natural 

areas and are primarily weeds of lawns, gardens, road edges, and other highly disturbed places are 

not included on this list.  To find out whether a species is native to Arlington County, consult 

the Virginia Digital Plant Atlas.  

 

Scientific Name Common Name Form Level 

Actinidia arguta Hardy Kiwi Vine Threat 

Akebia quinata Five-leaved Akebia Vine Invasive 

Ampelopsis brevipedunculata Porcelain-berry Vine Invasive 

Cardiospermum halicacabum Balloonvine Vine Invasive 

Causonis japonica Bushkiller Vine Invasive 

Celastrus orbiculata Roundleaf Bittersweet Vine Invasive 

Clematis ternifolia Sweet Autumn Clematis Vine Invasive 

Dioscorea oppositifolia Indian Yam Vine Invasive 

Dioscorea polystachya Air Potato, Cinnamon Vine, Chinese Yam Vine Invasive 

Dolichandra unguis-cati Cat's Claw Vine Vine Invasive 

Euonymus fortunei Wintercreeper Vine Invasive 

Hedera helix English Ivy Vine Invasive 

Hedera hibernica Atlantic Ivy Vine Invasive 

Humulus japonicus Japanese Hops Vine Invasive 

https://www.arlingtonva.us/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/building/documents/administrative-regulation-4.1.pdf
https://www.arlingtonva.us/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/commissions/documents/fnrc/landscape-stds-fnrc.pdf
https://www.arlingtonva.us/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/building/documents/des-stormwater-management-ordinance-guidance-manual.pdf
http://www.vaplantatlas.org/


Ipomoea hederacea Ivyleaf Morning-glory Vine Invasive 

Ipomoea purpurea Tall Morning-glory Vine Threat 

Lantana montevidensis Weeping Lantana Vine Threat 

Lonicera japonica Japanese Honeysuckle Vine Invasive 

Parthenocissus tricuspidata Boston Ivy Vine Invasive 

Persicaria perfoliata Mile-a-minute Vine Invasive 

Pueraria montana  Kudzu Vine Invasive 

Rubus phoenicolasius Wineberry Vine Invasive 

Vinca major Big Leaf Periwinkle Vine Invasive 

Vinca minor Periwinkle Vine Invasive 

Vincetoxicum nigrum Black Swallow-wort Vine Invasive 

Vincetoxicum rossicum Pale Swallowwort Vine Invasive 

Wisteria floribunda Japanese Wisteria Vine Invasive 

Wisteria sinensis Chinese Wisteria Vine Invasive 

Wisteria x formosa Hybrid Wisteria Vine Invasive 

Acer buergerianum Trident Maple Tree Threat 

Acer ginnala Amur Maple Tree Invasive 

Acer palmatum Japanese Maple Tree Invasive 

Acer plantanoides Norway Maple Tree Invasive 

Acer psuedoplatanus Sycamore Maple Tree Invasive 

Aesculus hippocastanum Common Horse Chestnut Tree Threat 

Ailanthus altissima Tree of Heaven Tree Invasive 

Albizia julibrissin Mimosa Tree Invasive 

Alnus glutinosa European Black Alder Tree Invasive 

Aralia elata Japanese Angelica Tree Tree Invasive 

Betula pendula European Birch Tree Threat 

Broussonetia papyrifera Paper Mulberrry Tree Invasive 

Catalpa ovata Chinese Catalpa Tree Threat 

Clerodendron trichotomum Glorybower, Peanut Butter Tree Tree Threat 

Euonymus europaeus European Spindle Tree Tree Invasive 

Koelreuteria paniculata Golden Raintree Tree Invasive 

Malus baccata Siberian Crabapple Tree Threat 

Malus floribunda Japanese Crabapple Tree Invasive 

Malus hupehensis Tea Crabapple Tree Threat 

Malus prunifolia Plumleaf Crabapple Tree Threat 

Malus sieboldii Siebold's Crabapple Tree Threat 

Malus sylvestris European Crabapple Tree Threat 

Malus toringo Japanese Crabapple Tree Threat 

Melia azedarach Chinaberry Tree Invasive 

Morus alba White Mulberry Tree Invasive 

Paulownia tomentosa Princess Tree Tree Invasive 

Phellodendron amurense Amur Corktree Tree Invasive 

Picea abies Norway Spruce Tree Threat 



Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine Tree Threat 

Populus alba White Poplar Tree Invasive 

Prunus avium* Bird Cherry  Tree Invasive 

Prunus cerasus* Sour Cherry Tree Threat 

Prunus mahaleb Mahaleb Cherry Tree Threat 

Prunus padus European Bird Cherry Tree Threat 

Prunus subhirtella Higan Cherry, Winter-flowering Cherry Tree Invasive 

Pyrus calleryana Callery, Bradford Pear Tree Invasive 

Quercus acutissima Sawtooth Oak Tree Invasive 

Salix alba White Willow Tree Threat 

Salix babylonica Weeping Willow Tree Threat 

Salix caprea Goat Willow Tree Threat 

Salix cinera Large Gray Willow Tree Threat 

Salix pentandra Laurel Willow Tree Threat 

Salix purpurea Purpleosier Willow Tree Threat 

Salix x fragilis Crack Willow Tree Invasive 

Salix x sepulcralis Weeping Willow Tree Threat 

Styphnolobium japonicum Pagoda Tree Tree Threat 

Tetradium danielii Bee Bee Tree Tree Threat 

Toona sinensis Tun Tree Tree Threat 

Triadica sebifera Chinese Tallowtree Tree Threat 

Ulmus parvifolia Chinese Elm Tree Invasive 

Ulmus pumila Siberian Elm Tree Invasive 

Xanthozylum simulans Sichuan pepper tree Tree Threat 

Zelkova serrata Zelkova Tree Threat 

Ardisia elliptica Shoebutton Ardisia Shrub Threat 

Berberis julianae Wintergreen Barberry Shrub Invasive 

Berberis thunbergii Japanese Barberry Shrub Invasive 

Berberis vulgaris European Barberry Shrub Invasive 

Buddelia davidii Butterfly Bush Shrub Invasive 

Callicarpa dichotoma Purple Beautyberry Shrub Threat 

Citrus trifoliata Hardy Orange, Trifoliate Orange Shrub Invasive 

Cytisus scoparius Scotch Broom Shrub Threat 

Deutzia scabra Fuzzy Pride-of-Rochester Shrub Threat 

Elaeagnus angustifolia Russian Olive Shrub Invasive 

Elaeagnus pungens Thorny Olive Shrub Invasive 

Elaeagnus umbellata Autumn Olive Shrub Invasive 

Euonymus alatus Burning Bush Shrub Invasive 

Frangula alnus Glossy Buckthorn  Shrub Threat 

Hibiscus syriacus Rose of Sharon Shrub Invasive 

Ilex aquifolium English Holly Shrub Invasive 

Ilex cornuta Chinese Holly Shrub Invasive 

*  agricultural varieties are exempt 



Ilex crenata Japanese Holly Shrub Threat 

Kalonpanax septemlobus Castor Aralia Shrub Invasive 

Kerria japonica Japanese Rose Shrub Threat 

Ligustrum amurense Amur Privet Shrub Invasive 

Ligustrum japonicum  Japanese Privet Shrub Invasive 

Ligustrum lucidum Glosssy Privet Shrub Invasive 

Ligustrum obtusifolium Border Privet Shrub Invasive 

Ligustrum ovalifolium  Garden Privet Shrub Invasive 

Ligustrum quihoui Waxyleaf Privet Shrub Invasive 

Ligustrum sinense Chinese Privet Shrub Invasive 

Ligustrum vulgare European Privet Shrub Invasive 

Lonicera fragrantisssima Fragrant Honeysuckle Shrub Invasive 

Lonicera maackii Amur Honeysuckle Shrub Invasive 

Lonicera morrowii Morrow's Honeysuckle Shrub Invasive 

Lonicera standishii Standish's Honeysuckle Shrub Invasive 

Lonicera tartarica Tartarian Honeysuckle Shrub Invasive 

Lonicera x bella Bell's Honeysuckle Shrub Invasive 

Lonicera xylosteum European Honeysuckle Shrub Invasive 

Mahonia bealei Leatherleaf Mahonia Shrub Invasive 

Nandina domestica Heavenly Bamboo Shrub Threat 

Osmanthus heterophyllus Holly Osmanthus Shrub Invasive 

Photinia villosa Christmas Berry, Korean Photinia Shrub Threat 

Rhammus cathartica Common Buckthorn Shrub Invasive 

Rhodotypus scandens Jetbead Shrub Invasive 

Ribes rubrum Cultivated Current Shrub Threat 

Rosa canina Dog Rose Shrub Threat 

Rosa gallica French Rose Shrub Threat 

Rosa lucieae Memorial Rose Shrub Threat 

Rosa multiflora Multiflora Rose Shrub Invasive 

Rosa rubiginosa Sweetbriar Shrub Threat 

Rosa rugosa Seaside Rose Shrub Threat 

Rubus discolor Himalayan blackberry Shrub Invasive 

Rubus illecebrosus Strawberry Blackberry Shrub Threat 

Rubus laciniatus Cutleaf Blackberry Shrub Threat 

Spirea japonica Japanese Spirea Shrub Invasive 

Tamarix aphylla Athel Tamarisk Shrub Threat 

Vibernum opulus Guelder-rose Viburnum Shrub Threat 

Viburnum dilatatum Linden Viburnum Shrub Invasive 

Viburnum lantana Wayfaring-tree Shrub Threat 

Viburnum plicatum Double-file Viburnum Shrub Invasive 

Viburnum rhytidophyllum Leatherleaf Viburnum Shrub Invasive 

Viburnum setigarium Tea Viburnum Shrub Invasive 

Viburnum sieboldii Siebold Viburnum Shrub Invasive 



Viburnum x rhytidophylloides Lantanaphyllum Viburnum Shrub Threat 

Vitex rotundifolia Beach Vitex Shrub Invasive 

Agrostis capillaris Colonial Bent-grass Graminoid Invasive 

Agrostis gigantea Redtop Graminoid Threat 

Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernalgrass Graminoid Invasive 

Arrhenatherum elatius Tall Oatgrass Graminoid Invasive 

Arthraxon hispidus Joint Head Grass Graminoid Invasive 

Arundo donax  Giant Reed Graminoid Threat 

Bambusa vulgaris Common Bamboo Graminoid Invasive 

Bromus racemosus Bald Brome Graminoid Invasive 

Bromus steriis Poverty Brome Graminoid Invasive 

Bromus tectorum Cheatgrass, Downy Brome Graminoid Invasive 

Carex kobomugi Japanese Sand Sedge Graminoid Invasive 

Cyperus brevifolioides False Green Kyllinga,  Kyllinga Graminoid Invasive 

Cyperus esculentus Yellow Nutsedge Graminoid Invasive 

Eragrostis curvula Weeping Lovegrass Graminoid Threat 

Euphorbia cyparissias Cyprus Spurge Graminoid Invasive 

Festuca pratensis Meadow Fescue Graminoid Threat 

Holcus lanatus Velvet Grass Graminoid Invasive 

Hordeum minimum Wall Barley Graminoid Threat 

Imperata brasiliensis Brazilian Cogon Grass Graminoid Threat 

Imperata brevifolia California Satintail Graminoid Threat 

Imperata cylindrica Cogon Grass Graminoid Invasive 

Microstegium vimineum Stiltgrass Graminoid Invasive 

Miscanthus sinensis Silvergrass, Maiden Grass Graminoid Invasive 

Ophiopogon japonicus Mondo Grass Graminoid Threat 

Oplismenus undulatifolius Wavyleaf Basketgrass Graminoid Invasive 

Paspalum dilatatum Dallis Grass Graminoid Invasive 

Pennisetum alopecuriodes Fountain Grass Graminoid Invasive 

Pennisetum setaceum Crimson Fountain Grass Graminoid Invasive 

Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canarygrass Graminoid Invasive 

Phleum pratense Timothy  Graminoid Invasive 

Phragmites australis European common reed Graminoid Invasive 

Phyllostachys aurea Golden Bamboo Graminoid Invasive 

Phyllostachys aureosulcata Yellow Groove Bamboo Graminoid Invasive 

Phyllostachys bissetii Hardy Bamboo Graminoid Invasive 

Poa compressa Flat-stemmed Bluegrass Graminoid Invasive 

Poa trivialis Rough Bluegrass Graminoid Invasive 

Pseudosasa japonica Arrow Bamboo Graminoid Invasive 

Schoenoplectiella mucronata Bog Bullrush Graminoid Invasive 

Setaria faberi Giant Foxtail Graminoid Invasive 

Setaria pumila Yellow Foxtail Graminoid Invasive 

Setaria viridis Green Foxtail Graminoid Invasive 



Sorghum bicolor Sudangrass Graminoid Threat 

Sorghum halapense Johnson Grass Graminoid Invasive 

Tripidium ravennae Plume Grass Graminoid Invasive 

Abutilon theophrasti Velvetleaf Forb Threat 

Aegopodium podagraria Goutweed Forb Invasive 

Ajuga reptans Bugleweed, Carpet Bugle Forb Threat 

Allaria petiolata Garlic Mustard Forb Invasive 

Arctium minus Common Burdock Forb Invasive 

Arctotheca calendula Capeweed, Cape Dandelion Forb Threat 

Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort Forb Invasive 

Arum italicum Italian Arum Forb Invasive 

Cardamine impatiens Narrowleaf Bittercress Forb Invasive 

Carduus nutans Musk Thistle Forb Invasive 

Centaurea stoebe Spotted Knapweed Forb Invasive 

Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-Ear Chickweed Forb Invasive 

Chelidonium majus Greater Celandine Forb Invasive 

Cirsium arvense Canada Thistle, Creeping Thistle Forb Invasive 

Cirsium vulgare Bull Thistle Forb Invasive 

Commelina communis Common Dayflower Forb Invasive 

Conium maculatum Poison Hemlock Forb Invasive 

Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed Forb Invasive 

Corydalis incisa Incised Fumewort Forb Invasive 

Datura stramonium  Jimsonweed Forb Invasive 

Daucus carota Queen Anne's Lace Forb Threat 

Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel Forb Invasive 

Dipsacus laciniatus Cut-leaf Teasel Forb Invasive 

Duchesnea indica False Strawberry Forb Invasive 

Dysphania ambrosioides Mexican Tea Forb Threat 

Echium vulgare Viper's Bugloss Forb Threat 

Eleutherococcus sieboldianus  Five-leaved Aralia Forb Invasive 

Epipactus helleborine Helleborine Orchid Forb Invasive 

Fatoua villosa Mulberry-weed Forb Invasive 

Ficaria verna Lesser Celandine Forb Invasive 

Galega officinalis Goatsrue Forb Threat 

Galium mollugo White Bedstraw Forb Invasive 

Geranium lucidum Shining Geranium Forb Invasive 

Glechoma hederacea Gill-over-the-Ground, Creeping Charlie Forb Invasive 

Helleborus foetidus Stinking hellebore Forb Threat 

Helleborus orientalis Lenten-rose Forb Threat 

Hemerocallis fulva Common Daylily Forb Threat 

Heracleum mantegazzianum Giant Hogweed Forb Invasive 

Hesperis matronalis Dame's Rocket Forb Threat 

Houttuynia cordata  Chameleon Plant Forb Invasive 



Hyacinthoides hispanica Spanish Bluebells Forb Threat 

Hypochaeris radicata Hairy Cat's Ear Forb Threat 

Iris domestica Blackberry Lily Forb Threat 

Iris pseudocorus Yellow Flag Iris Forb Invasive 

Kummerowia stipulacea Korean Lespedeza, Korean Clover Forb Threat 

Kummerowia striata Japanese Clover Forb Invasive 

Lamium galeobdolon  Yellow Archangel Forb Invasive 

Lespedeza bicolor Shrubby Lespedeza Forb Invasive 

Lespedeza cuneata Sericia Lespedeza, Chinese Bushclover Forb Invasive 

Lespedeza thunbergii Thunberg Lespedeza Forb Threat 

Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy Forb Threat 

Leucojum aestivum Summer Snowflake Forb Threat 

Linaria vulgaris Yellow Toadflax Forb Threat 

Liriope muscari Big Blue Lilyturf Forb Threat 

Liriope spicata Creeping Lilyfurf Forb Invasive 

Lobelia chinensis Chinese Lobelia Forb Threat 

Lotus corniculatus Birdsfoot Trefoil Forb Threat 

Lunaria annua Honesty, Money Plant Forb Invasive 

Lysimachia nummularia Moneywort, Creeping Jenny Forb Invasive 

Lythrum salicaria Purple Loosestrife Forb Invasive 

Lythrum virgatum European Wand Loosestrife Forb Threat 

Mazus miqueli Miquel's Mazus Forb Threat 

Mazus pumilus Japanese Mazus Forb Invasive 

Murdannia keisak Marsh Dayflower Forb Invasive 

Oenanthe javanica Java Dropwort Forb Invasive 

Ornithogalum nutans Nodding Star-of-Bethlehem Forb Threat 

Ornithogalum umbellatum Common Star-of-Bethlehem Forb Invasive 

Pachysandra terminalis Japanese Pachysandra Forb Invasive 

Pastinaca sativa Wild Parsnip Forb Invasive 

Perilla frutescens  Beefsteak Plant Forb Invasive 

Persicaria extremiorientalis East Asian Smartweed Forb Threat 

Persicaria filiformis Pink-flowered Jumpseed Forb Invasive 

Persicaria longiseta Long-bristled Smartweed Forb Invasive 

Persicaria maculosa Lady's-thumb Forb Invasive 

Persicaria orientalis Kiss-me-over-the-garden-gate Forb Threat 

Persicaria posumbu Creeping Himalayan Knotweed Forb Threat 

Pilosella officinarum Mouse-eared Hawkweed Forb Threat 

Pinellia ternata Crowdipper Forb Invasive 

Potentilla recta Sulfur Cinquefoil Forb Invasive 

Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup Forb Invasive 

Raphanus raphanistrum Wild Radish Forb Threat 

Reynoutria japonica Japanese Knotweed Forb Invasive 

Reynoutria sachalinensis Giant Knotweed Forb Invasive 



Reynoutria x bohemica Bohemian Knotweed Forb Invasive 

Rumex acetosella Sheep Sorrel Forb Invasive 

Rumex crispus Curly Dock Forb Invasive 

Saponaria officinalis Bouncingbet Forb Threat 

Securigera varia Crown-vetch Forb Invasive 

Silene flos-cuculi Meadow Campion Forb Threat 

Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet Nightshade Forb Threat 

Solanum viarum Tropical Soda Apple Forb Invasive 

Stellaria media Common Chickweed Forb Invasive 

Tanacetum vulgare Common Tansy Forb Invasive 

Torilis arvensis Spreading Hedge Parsley Forb Threat 

Torilis japonica Japanese Hedge Parsley Forb Threat 

Tradescantia fluminensis White-flowered Spiderwort Forb Threat 

Urtica dioica European Stinging Nettle Forb Invasive 

Verbascum thapsus Common Mullein Forb Invasive 

Verbena bonariensis Purpletop Vervain Forb Threat 

Veronica hederifolia Ivy-leaved Speedwell Forb Invasive 

Veronica serpylifolia Thymeleaf Speedwell Forb Threat 

Vicia sativa Common Vetch Forb Invasive 

Youngia japonica False Hawksbeard Forb Invasive 

Athyrium niponicum Painted Fern Fern Threat 

Cyrtomium falcatum Japanese Net-veined Holly Fern Fern Threat 

Dryopteris erythrosora Autumn Fern Fern Threat 

Macrothelypteris torresiana Torre's Fern, Mariana Maiden Fern Fern Threat 

Aldrovanda vesiculosa Waterwheel Aquatic Invasive 

Alteranthera philoxeroides Alligator Weed Aquatic Invasive 

Callitriche stagnalis European Waterstarwort Aquatic Threat 

Egeria densa Brazilian Waterweed Aquatic Invasive 

Eichhornia crassipes Water Hyacinth Aquatic Invasive 

Hydrilla verticillata Hydrilla  Aquatic Invasive 

Ipomoea aquatica Water Spinach Aquatic Invasive 

Ludwigia grandiflora Large Flower Water Primrose Aquatic Invasive 

Ludwigia peplides Floating Primrose-willow Aquatic Threat 

Myriophyllum aquaticum Parrot Feather Aquatic Invasive 

Myriophyllum spicatum European Water-milfoil Aquatic Invasive 

Najas minor Brittle Naiad Aquatic Invasive 

Pistia stratiotes Water Lettuce Aquatic Threat 

Potamogeton crispus Curly Leaf Pondweed Aquatic Threat 

Salvinia minima Water Spangles Aquatic Threat 

Salvinia molesta Giant Salvinia Aquatic Invasive 

Trapa bispinosa Two-horned Water Chestnut Aquatic Invasive 

Trapa natans European Water Chestnut Aquatic Invasive 

 



For more information on invasive species, the following sources are considered reliable information 

resources:  

• Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation Invasive Plant Species List: 

https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage/document/nh-invasive-plant-list-2023.pdf 

• National Invasive Species Information Center of the USDA: 

https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/  

• Invasive Plant Atlas of the United States www.invasiveplantatlas.org/index.html  

• Plant Invaders of Mid-Atlantic Natural Areas Field Guide 

https://www.invasive.org/midatlantic/fieldguide/  
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