
 

 

ZOA-2026-02 
(Sign Regulations Strategic Update - Phase 2) 

 
Adopted March 14, 2026 

Effective March 14, 2026 (Commercial Market Resiliency) 
Effective May 1, 2026 (Signs in Public Right-of-Way) 

 
At the County Board regular meeting on March 14, 2026, the Arlington County Board adopted 
the following ordinances: 

Commercial Market Resiliency:  
On a motion duly made by County Board Member Susan Cunningham and seconded by County 
Board Member Takis P. Karantonis, the Arlington County Board unanimously adopted an 
ordinance, effective immediately, to amend, reenact, and recodify Article 13 of the Arlington 
County Zoning Ordinance to increase types, size and number of signs allowed in RA districts; 
signs within public districts and publicly-owned property; automatic changeable copy standards; 
allowance for signs and/or sign types in specified locations for commercial activities, products or 
services not on the lot on which the sign is placed; and editorial changes for clarity and other 
reasons required by public necessity, convenience, general welfare, and good zoning practice. 

Signs in Public Right-of-Way:  
On a motion duly made by County Board Member Julius D. “JD” Spain and seconded by Chair 
Matt de Ferranti, the Arlington County Board by a vote of 4 to 1 adopted an ordinance, effective 
May 1, 2026, to amend, reenact, and recodify Article 13, Signs, §13.11.2 of the Arlington 
County Zoning Ordinance to change “thirty-one day” signs to “forty-five day” signs, clarify 
when and where “forty-five day” signs may be placed by private parties in the public right-of-
way, reduce the number of “forty-five day” signs from two to one that private parties may place 
in the public right-of-way, and other reasons required by public necessity, convenience, general 
welfare, and good zoning practice.   

* * * 

Approved amendments are shown with bold underline to denote new text, and strikethrough to 
denote deleted text.   

  

ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
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Commercial Market Resiliency (Effective March 14, 2026) 

 

Article 13. Signs  
§13.4. Sign Regulations Applicable to All Districts 

§13.4.2. Signs prohibited in all districts 
The following types of signs and sign characteristics are prohibited and shall not be permitted 
by variance or special exception (see §13.3), except as otherwise provided in §13.3.1.A.2(c): 

A. Any commercial sign that is not accessory or incidental to the existing or otherwise 
approved lawful use of the property on which it is located, except as expressly allowed by 
this Article 13; 

… 

P. Sign lighting that does not conform to the standards of §13.12, except as expressly 
allowed by this Article 13; 

… 

S. Any sign advertising any commercial activity, product, or service not on the lot on which 
the sign is placed or not in a location that is part of the same approved comprehensive sign 
plan or site plan, except as expressly allowed by this Article 13. 

§13.6. Signs in RA Districts and for Townhouses in any Zoning 
District 

SIGNS ALLOWED IN RA DISTRICTS AND FOR TOWNHOUSE USES IN ANY ZONING DISTRICT 

 Awning or canopy signs  

A. Defined 
Awning sign: A sign that is painted on or affixed to the surface of an awning. 
Canopy sign: A sign that is painted on or affixed to the flat vertical surface of or sits on top of a 
canopy. 

B. General standards 

  
 

 

Maximum number  1 per approved awning and/or canopybuilding 
per street frontage if no freestanding sign(s) or 
wall sign 

Maximum size 24 sq. ft. 
Maximum height to top of sign 40 ft. 
Permit required? Yes 
Separate lighting?  Yes 
Commercial messages? NoYes 
Automatic changeable copy? No 
Included in aggregate sign area? Yes 
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SIGNS ALLOWED IN RA DISTRICTS AND FOR TOWNHOUSE USES IN ANY ZONING DISTRICT 

C. Other standards 
The purpose of this section is to provide regulations for signs on awnings or canopies This section 
does not govern the installation of awnings, canopies and other appurtenances; installation, design 
and dimensions of the awning or canopy are determined by applicable provisions of this zoning 
ordinance and/or from an approved site plan and/or other applicable County ordinance regulation 
or requirement. 

 Banners  

Banners are allowed in these districts only during period of construction and sale/leasing; see 
§13.16, Temporary signs for construction and sale/leasing.  

 

§13.6.4. Blade signs  

A. Defined 
Any sign that is attached in a plane approximately perpendicular to the surface of a building 
or other structure. 

B. General standards 

  

Maximum size 20 sq. ft. 
Maximum projection 42 inches 

Minimum vertical clearance 10 ft. above finished grade beneath the 
sign 

Permit required? Yes 
Separate lighting? Yes 
Automatic changeable copy? No 
Commercial messages? Yes 
Included in aggregate sign area? Yes 
Maximum height to top of sign 40 feet 

1. A blade sign may require a separate encroachment agreement or permit from the 
County, subject to established standards. 

2. A blade sign may be applied to fabric or other flexible, durable material provided the 
sign is firmly affixed to prevent movement. 

§13.6.45. Flags  

A. Defined 
Any sign that is attached in a plane approximately perpendicular to the surface of a building or 
other structure. 

B. General standards 
Maximum number of poles 3 
Maximum height of poles 35 ft. 
Maximum flags per pole 2 
Maximum flag size 60 sq. ft. 
Maximum total flag area 180 sq. ft. 
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SIGNS ALLOWED IN RA DISTRICTS AND FOR TOWNHOUSE USES IN ANY ZONING DISTRICT 
Permit required? No  

 

Separate lighting?  Yes 
Automatic changeable copy? No 
Commercial messages? No 
Included in aggregate sign area? No 
C. Other standards 

Flagpoles shall be located as shown on an approved site plan; if there is no approved site plan for 
the property and no site plan is required, flagpoles shall be located within 30 feet of the principal 
entrance to the main building. 

§13.6.56. Freestanding signs  

A. Defined 
A sign that is affixed to the ground or a wall that is not part of a building, or a fence; freestanding 
signs include but are not necessarily limited to signs mounted on monument-style foundations, on 
poles, or on fences or other approved accessory structures. 

B. General standards 
 

Maximum size at pedestrian entrance 6.5 sq. ft. 

  
 

 

Maximum size at driveway or vehicular entrance 12 sq. ft. 
Maximum height at pedestrian entrance 5 ft. 
Maximum height at driveway or vehicular entrance 8 ft. 
Number allowed 1 per driveway or vehicular entrance; plus 1 

per postal street address per street 
frontage or 1 per 20 dwelling units, 
whichever is greaterfewer 

Minimum setback 3 ft. from back of sidewalk; 5 ft. from any 
other property line 

Permit required? Yes 
Separate lighting?  Yes 
Automatic changeable copy? No 
Commercial messages? YesSee standards below 
Included in aggregate sign area? Yes 
C. Other standards 

1. For townhouse uses, freestanding signs are permitted only in R and RA districts. 
 

§13.6.67. Incidental signs  

A. Defined 
A small, noncommercial sign. Examples include, but are not limited to, signs that provide 
information or directions that are necessary for the physical use of the site, such as warnings, 
parking rules or way-finding information. 

B. General standards 

 

Maximum size (wall) 4 sq. ft. 
Maximum size (freestanding) 4 sq. ft. 
Maximum height (freestanding) 4 ft. 
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SIGNS ALLOWED IN RA DISTRICTS AND FOR TOWNHOUSE USES IN ANY ZONING DISTRICT 
Number allowed Unlimited 
Permit required? No 
Separate lighting?  No 
Automatic changeable copy? No 
Commercial messages? No 
Included in aggregate sign area? No  

§13.6.78. Signs for public, civic and institutional uses (optional)  

See §13.9 for additional standards applicable to public, civic and institutional uses. 

 

§13.6.89. Temporary signs  

A. Defined 
A sign that may easily be moved or removed and that can feasibly be displayed for a limited period 
of time in any one location. 

B. General standards 
Temporary signs allowed by this §13.6.9 are allowed only for individual townhouse 
dwellings that are not advertised by any other commercial sign allowed by this §13. 

 

Maximum size 6.5 sq. ft. 
Maximum height (if freestanding) 5 feet 
Number Up to 3 commercial signs per townhouse 

dwelling pursuant to §13.6.9.C below; 
Unlimited noncommercial signs for 
individual townhouse units 
t h  it  Permit required? No 

Separate lighting? No 
Automatic changeable copy? No 
Commercial messages? Yes, only pursuant to §13.6.9.C 
C. Other standards 

Temporary signs allowed by this subsection §13.6.8 are allowed only for individual townhouse 
dwellings that are not advertised by any other commercial sign allowed by this Article 13. Up to 
three temporary signs with commercial message are permitted at one time, and shall be allowed 
only for the following activities: 
1. Commercial activity lawfully conducted on the premises, including the lawful, occasional sale of 

personal property (such as through a garage sale or a yard sale).  Such signs shall be 
removed within 24 hours after the end of the sale or conclusion of commercial activity; or 

2. Sale, rental or lease of the premises.  Such signs shall be removed no later than the date on 
which the deed, lease or other document representing the transaction is completed.  
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§13.6.910. Wall signs  

A. Defined 
Any sign that is affixed directly to or suspended from a wall, marquee, mansard wall, or parapet 
wall of a building, with the exposed face of the sign in a plane approximately parallel to and 
projecting no more than 18 inches from the face of the wall. A wall sign may be either of one-piece 
construction or of individual connected or related letters or symbols. 

B. General standards 

 

 

Maximum size   24 sq. ft. 
Number allowed 1 per building if no awning sign, canopy 

sign or freestanding sign(s) 

Maximum height to top of sign 40 ft. 
Permit required? Yes 
Separate lighting?  Yes 
Automatic changeable copy? No 
Commercial messages? YesSee standards below 
Included in aggregate sign area? Yes 
C. Other standards 

A wall sign may contain a commercial message related to an activity lawfully conducted on the 
premises including the sale, lease or rental of the property or any unit or part thereof.   

§13.6.1011. Window signs  

A. Defined 
Any permanent or temporary sign, including any decal, that is legible from the outside, including 
plazas, public streets, and parking lots, and that is placed on the outside or inside face of a window 
or mounted within two feet of the inside face of the window. 

B. General standards 

 

Maximum size 6.5  sq. ft. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Number allowed Unlimited temporary signs in windows only of 
residential dwelling units 

Permit required? No 
Separate lighting? No 
Automatic changeable copy? No 
Commercial messages? No 
Included in aggregate sign area? No 
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§13.7. Signs in C and M Districts (excluding One- and Two-Family 
and Townhouse Uses) 

SIGNS ALLOWED IN C AND M DISTRICTS 

§13.7.2. Arcade signs  

A. Defined 
A sign that is suspended underneath an awning, canopy, marquee, overhang, or other structural 
element of a building that forms a covered passageway for pedestrians. 

B. General standards 

 

Maximum number  1 per public entrance under canopy or awning 
Maximum size 20 sq. ft. 
Maximum projection The lesser of 42 inches or depth of awning or canopy 
Minimum vertical clearance 8 ft. above finished grade for unified shopping centersif 

sign area <= 1.5 sq. ft. 
10 ft. above finished grade for all other locationsif sign 
area > 1.5 sq. ft. 

Permit required? Yes 
Separate lighting?  Yes 
Commercial messages? Yes 
Automatic changeable copy? No 
Included in aggregate sign area? Yes 
C. Other standards 

1. An arcade sign may require a separate encroachment agreement or permit from the County, 
subject to established standards. 

 

 

§13.8. Signs for urban regional shopping centers 

SIGNS ALLOWED FOR URBAN REGIONAL SHOPPING CENTERS 

§13.8.4. Arcade signs  

A. Defined 
A sign that is suspended underneath an awning, canopy, marquee, overhang, or other structural 
element of a building that forms a covered passageway for pedestrians. 

B. General standards 

 

Maximum size and number  As limited by the maximum aggregate sign area as 
allocated under an approved comprehensive sign plan 

Minimum clearance above sidewalk 8 ft. above finished grade if sign area <= 1.5 sq. ft. 
10 ft. above finished grade if sign area > 1.5 sq. ft. 

Maximum projection The lesser of 42 inches or depth of awning or canopy 
Permit required? Yes 
Separate lighting?  Yes 
Commercial messages? Yes 
Automatic changeable copy? No 
Included in aggregate sign area? Yes 
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SIGNS ALLOWED FOR URBAN REGIONAL SHOPPING CENTERS 

C. Other standards 
1. Allowed only where multiple establishments share a common canopy ceiling over a sidewalk. 
2. An arcade sign may require a separate encroachment agreement or permit from the County, 

subject to established standards. 

 

§13.10. Signs in Public Districts and on Public Property in any 
District 

SIGNS ALLOWED IN PUBLIC DISTRICTS OR ON PUBLICLY-OWNED PROPERTY IN ANY DISTRICT 

 Banners, temporary  

A. Defined 
A sign applied to cloth or fabric or other flexible, durable material. Flags as defined herein shall not 
be considered banners. 

B. General standards 

 

Maximum number  1 per main building; or where there is no main building, 
1 per main entrance 

Maximum size 40 sq. ft. 
Permit required? Yes 
Separate lighting?  No 
Commercial messages? No 
Automatic changeable copy? No 
Included in aggregate sign area? No 
C. Other standards 

1. Banners shall be firmly affixed at all four corners to prevent movement.   
2. Banners allowed under this subsection §13.10.3 shall be temporary and shall be permitted up to 

fourteen days before and two days after an event, or a maximum of sixteen days. 
3. Banners allowed under this subsection §13.10.3 may be affixed to a fence. 

 Freestanding signs  

A. Defined 
A sign that is affixed to the ground, or to a wall that is not part of a building, or to a fence; 
freestanding signs include but are not necessarily limited to signs mounted on monument-style 
foundations, on poles, or on fences or other approved accessory structures. 

B. General Standards 
Maximum size  60 sq. ft. per side; may be 2-sided 
Maximum height  15 ft. 
Number allowed 1 for each entrance, except as provided below 
Permit required? Yes 
Minimum setback  10 ft. from back of sidewalk 

5 ft. from other property lines 
Separate lighting?  Yes 
Automatic changeable copy? Yes, subject to standards of §13.12 
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SIGNS ALLOWED IN PUBLIC DISTRICTS OR ON PUBLICLY-OWNED PROPERTY IN ANY DISTRICT 
Commercial messages? Yes 

 

 

 

Included in aggregate sign area? No 

C. Other standards 
1. Signs allowed by this subsection §13.10.7.B, above, may alternatively be installed as wall, 

canopy or awning signs with the same total sign area and dimensions. 
2. Notwithstanding the setback requirements in §13.10.7, freestanding signs in publicly owned 

and/or publicly operated parks and open spaces, as specified in §12.2.4.F, may encroach within 
a required setback.  Visual clearance requirements as specified in §3.2.6.A.4 shall still be in 
effect. 

D. Additional freestanding signs allowed in addition to signs in B above 
1. Signs not legible from any public right-of-way outside of the property and bearing no commercial 

message; 
2. Signs not legible from any public right-of-way outside of the property, may be erected by 

concessionaires and by sponsors of events for which a permit has been issued by the County 
and which are inside stadiums or arenas or at or abutting ball fields or other such facilities.  
Signs within an outdoor facility, if such facilitysign is located 200 feet or more from the nearest 
right-of-way, shall be deemed not to be legible from such right-of-way even if they may be visible 
from some locations outside the facility;  

3. Subject to the approval of a sign permit, upt to two sSigns for each athletic field in schools 
and parks, may include commercial message(s) notwithstanding the provisions of 
§13.4.2.A and §13.4.2.S, with no commercial messages, except as permitted by specific 
agreement with the County. Notwithstanding the provisions of §13.13, these signs and shall be 
allowed automatic changeable copy elements notwithstanding the provisions of §13.13of up 
to 25 percent of the sign. A sign as permitted by this §13.10.7.D.3subsection 3 shall not be 
considered outdoor visual entertainment. 

4. See §13.15.3.B for additional freestanding signs. 
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§13.11. Signs by Private Parties in the Public Right-Of-Way 

§13.11.1. Signs placed by public authority in the public right-of-way 
The following signs shall be allowed in the public right-of-way in Arlington County.  Signs specified in 
this §13.11 shall be placed only by public authority or with specific permission of public authority.  
Only the signs specified in this Article 13 are allowed in the public right-of-way and no other private 
signs are allowed there, except as specified in §13.11.2. 

A. … 

… 

H. Sign systems allowed 
The County Board may authorize the county manager to place, 
and upon such authorization, the county manager may place or 
cause to be placed, noncommercial signs or noncommercial sign 
systems in the public right-of-way in areas where sector, area or 
revitalization plans have been adopted by the County Board; or 
on Arlington School Board or joint Arlington County Board-
Arlington School Board properties and/or streets abutting such 
properties. Such signs or sign systems shall be authorized by the 
County Board, only subject to the following: 

1. only after findings by the County Board that theThe County 
Board finds that the proposed signs would not adversely 
affect traffic safety to a significant degree and that the proposed signs would not 
result in clutter that would adversely affect the appearance or character of the 
surrounding neighborhood; and. 

2. For any freestanding sign, the County Board also finds that: 

(a) The signs are designed to be pedestrian-oriented; and 

(b) The sign(s) are located so as not to obstruct pedestrian movement; 
 The signs are placed such that they do not obstruct views for motorists; 

(c) The clear walkway zone (an unobstructed area serving as circulation space for 
pedestrians) is maintained at a width no less than six feet or any greater width 
established for the area; and 

(d) Written permission from the underlying property owner and easement holder is 
provided in writing for any sign placed on a sidewalk, street or utility easement.  

3. The County Board ordinance will determine the following, but not limited to: 

(a) specific size, locations and physical characteristics of the signs for a designated 
area; 

(b) standards relating to placement, maintenance, removal and replacement; and 

(c) the length of time for which the signs may be displayed; and 

(d) Luminance, pursuant to §13.12; and 

(e) Allowance for automatic changeable copy, notwithstanding the provisions of 
§13.13.2.; 
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4. Commercial messages are allowed, notwithstanding the provisions of §13.4.2.A and 
§13.4.2.S. 

 

§13.12. Signs Illumination 

§13.12.2. Maximum allowable luminance 

A. … 

… 

C. Automatic changeable copy signs, Outdoor Visual Entertainment and Sign 
Systems 
Maximum luminance of automatic changeable copy signs shall not exceed the limits set 
forth below.   

Zoning District 

Maximum Allowable Luminance (cd/m2) 

During Daylight Hours During Nighttime Hours 
R, RA and S-3A districts 

2000 
50 

C-1-R, C-1, C-1-O, C-O-1.0 and C-2 districts 200 
All other zoning districts 
 
 
 

350 
Sign Systems approved subject to 
§13.11.1.H and Outdoor Visual 
Entertainment approved subject to 
§13.13.4 

5000 700 

D. Outdoor Visual Entertainment1  
Maximum luminance of automatic changeable copy signs shall not exceed the limits set 
forth below.   

Location 

Maximum Allowable Luminance (cd/m2) 

During Daylight Hours During Nighttime Hours 

Where allowed by §13.13.4  5000  700 

 

§13.13. Flashing, Moving and Changeable Copy Signs 

§13.13.2. Size and time limits 
The following limitations shall apply to the aggregate area of the automatic changeable copy 
portion of the sign; the overall area of the sign is regulated by other provisions of this Article 
13.  The message or image on the sign shall change no more than one time per minute, except 
where changes in a sign occur automatically to reflect changes in temperature, availability of 
parking spaces, or arrival of transit vehicles: 

A. The message or image on automatic changeable copy signs shall change no more than 
one time per minute, except where changes in a sign occur automatically to reflect 
changes in temperature, availability of parking spaces, or arrival of transit vehicles; 

 
1  Cross references to the deleted subsection §13.12.2.D elsewhere in the Zoning Ordinance were updated to 

reference the relocated provision in §13.12.2.C 
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AB. An automatic changeable copy sign on which the message changes or is designed to change 
more than once every 24 hours may not exceed 4 sq. ft. in size; 

BC. An automatic changeable copy sign on which a sign on which the message changes or is 
designed to change no more than once every 24 hours (as averaged over a 10-day period) 
shall not exceed 1260 sq. ft. in size. 

 

§13.13.3. Rules for changeable copy signs 
Automatic changeable copy signs shall be allowed only for sign types and in districts where 
automatic changeable copy signs are allowed by general standards.  Automatic changeable 
copy signs shall be subject to the following additional restrictions: 

A. There shall be no effects of movement, flashing, or similar effects in the individual images. 

B. Changes of image shall be substantially instantaneous as seen by the human eye and shall 
not use fading, rolling, window shading, dissolving or similar effects as part of the change; 
provided, however, that signs reflecting the arrival of transit vehicles that have letters no 
more than 2 inches tall may scroll. 

C. Light emitting diodes and similar lighting are permitted for automatic changeable copy 
signs. 

D. In aAutomatic changeable copy signs shall use automatic level controls to reduce light 
levels at night and under cloudy or other darkened conditions, in accordance with the 
following standards. 

1. All automatic changeable copy signs shall have ambient light monitors that allow 
automatic adjustment of the brightness level of the sign based on ambient light 
conditions. 

2. Maximum luminance for automatic changeable copy signs shall not exceed the limits 
in §13.12.2.C. 
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Signs in Public Right-of-Way (Effective May 1, 2026) 

 

Article 13. Signs  
§13.11. Signs by Private Parties in the Public Right-Of-Way 

§13.11.2. Temporary signs placed by private-parties in the public right-of-way 
Temporary signs installed in the public right-of-way by private parties shall be allowed only as 
follows.  To the extent that the Virginia Department of Transportation controls placement of 
signs or other objects in a right-of-way, the applicable regulations of that agency shall 
supersede this Article 13. 

A. Lighting and structure 
Such signs shall be temporary freestanding signs, shall not be lighted and shall be affixed 
to the ground such that they will not easily be removed by wind or other natural forces. 

B. Location 

1. Such signs may be placed only on that portion of the public right-of-way abutting a 
street, road, highway or sidewalk but not on landscaped beautification areas, traffic 
circles or control devices or signs, or any paved portion of a pedestrian refuge area, 
nor shall such signs be placed on or abutting any other public lands such as school 
sites, recreation fields, parks, and parkways., provided, however, such signs shall not 
be placed in the following locations: 

(a) Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant, driveway or other vehicular entrance; 

(b) Within the area established by the visual clearance area, as specified in 
§3.2.6.A.4. 

2. Nothing in this provision shall be construed to authorize the posting of signs upon 
utility poles, or in any place or manner prohibited by the provisions of this Article 13. 

C. Identification 
Each such sign shall bear clear identification and contact phone number of the 
establishment, person or other entity placing the sign or causing it to be placed; any sign 
that lacks such identification shall be considered a violation of this provision, regardless of 
whether it conforms with the other requirements of this provision.  The person or other 
entity named on the sign shall be responsible for placement of such sign in accordance 
with this Article 13. 

D. Commercial temporary signs 
Where there is a commercial activity lawfully conducted within an R or RA district, the 
following commercial or noncommercial signs are allowed, provided such signs shall be 
allowed only if no signs are placed pursuant to subsection §13.11.2.E, below. 

Maximum number  To limit clutter, no more than one sign may be placed for any commercial 
activity, candidate, political issue or ticket or other entity in any landscape 
and utility or median strip at any street intersection 

Maximum size 1.5 sq. ft. 
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Maximum height 3 ft. 
Timing From sundown on Friday to sundown on Sundays and from sundown the night 

before a legal holiday to sundown on that holiday 
Location Within ½ mile of the activity, in the landscape and utility strip or median at an 

intersection, subject to the limitations of §13.11.2.B 

E. Noncommercial temporary signs 
Noncommercial temporary signs may be displayed as set forth in either subsection 1 or 2, 
below, but not both.  All such signs shall include the date of placement and the name and 
phone number of the person or group responsible for posting the sign. 

1. Thirty-oneForty-five day signs 
Such signs shall be allowed provided no signs are placed for said issue or entity 
pursuant to subsection §13.11.2.D, above, or §13.11.2.E.2, below.  
Maximum number To limit clutter, no more than 2one signs shall be placed for any candidate, 

political issue or ticket or other entity in any median strip.  
 Maximum size 4.5 sq. ft. 

Maximum height 4 ft. 
Timing Such signs may be placed no sooner thanup to 3145 consecutive days 

before the final day of scheduled in-person voting for an election or party 
nominating caucus called by the following, and shall be removed within five 
days following said election or party nominating caucus: 

(a) A duly constituted governmental body, including all primaries; or 
(b) A political party registered in the Commonwealth of Virginia, which 

signs shall be removed within five days after the election or 
nominating caucus to which they pertain 

Location In the median, subject to the limitations in §13.11.2.AB 

2. Seven-day signs 
Such signs shall be allowed provided no signs are placed for said issue or entity 
pursuant to §13.11.2.D or subsection §13.11.2.E.1, above.  
Maximum number To limit clutter, no more than one sign shall be placed at any street intersection 

for any event, person, group, candidate, political issue or ticket or other entity 
in any landscape and utility or median strip.  

Maximum size 4.5 sq. ft. 
Maximum height 4 ft. 
Timing For up to a maximum of 7 days per sign 
Location In the landscape and utility strip or median at an intersection, subject to the 

limitations in §13.11.2.B.1 
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	2. An arcade sign may require a separate encroachment agreement or permit from the County, subject to established standards.


	Banners, temporary
	A. Defined
	B. General standards
	C. Other standards
	1. Banners shall be firmly affixed at all four corners to prevent movement.  
	2. Banners allowed under this subsection §13.10.3 shall be temporary and shall be permitted up to fourteen days before and two days after an event, or a maximum of sixteen days.
	3. Banners allowed under this subsection §13.10.3 may be affixed to a fence.


	Freestanding signs
	A. Defined
	B. General Standards
	C. Other standards
	1. Signs allowed by this subsection §13.10.7.B, above, may alternatively be installed as wall, canopy or awning signs with the same total sign area and dimensions.
	2. Notwithstanding the setback requirements in §13.10.7, freestanding signs in publicly owned and/or publicly operated parks and open spaces, as specified in §12.2.4.F, may encroach within a required setback.  Visual clearance requirements as specified in §3.2.6.A.4 shall still be in effect.

	D. Additional freestanding signs allowed in addition to signs in B above
	1. Signs not legible from any public right-of-way outside of the property and bearing no commercial message;
	2. Signs not legible from any public right-of-way outside of the property, may be erected by concessionaires and by sponsors of events for which a permit has been issued by the County and which are inside stadiums or arenas or at or abutting ball fields or other such facilities.  Signs within an outdoor facility, if such facilitysign is located 200 feet or more from the nearest right-of-way, shall be deemed not to be legible from such right-of-way even if they may be visible from some locations outside the facility; 
	3. Subject to the approval of a sign permit, upt to two sSigns for each athletic field in schools and parks, may include commercial message(s) notwithstanding the provisions of §13.4.2.A and §13.4.2.S, with no commercial messages, except as permitted by specific agreement with the County. Notwithstanding the provisions of §13.13, these signs and shall be allowed automatic changeable copy elements notwithstanding the provisions of §13.13of up to 25 percent of the sign. A sign as permitted by this §13.10.7.D.3subsection 3 shall not be considered outdoor visual entertainment.
	4. See §13.15.3.B for additional freestanding signs.
	(a) A duly constituted governmental body, including all primaries; or
	(b) A political party registered in the Commonwealth of Virginia, which signs shall be removed within five days after the election or nominating caucus to which they pertain



	The County Board may authorize the county manager to place, and upon such authorization, the county manager may place or cause to be placed, noncommercial signs or noncommercial sign systems in the public right-of-way in areas where sector, area or re...
	1. only after findings by the County Board that theThe County Board finds that the proposed signs would not adversely affect traffic safety to a significant degree and that the proposed signs would not result in clutter that would adversely affect the...
	2. For any freestanding sign, the County Board also finds that:
	(a) The signs are designed to be pedestrian-oriented; and
	(b) The sign(s) are located so as not to obstruct pedestrian movement;
	The signs are placed such that they do not obstruct views for motorists;
	(c) The clear walkway zone (an unobstructed area serving as circulation space for pedestrians) is maintained at a width no less than six feet or any greater width established for the area; and
	(d) Written permission from the underlying property owner and easement holder is provided in writing for any sign placed on a sidewalk, street or utility easement.
	3. The County Board ordinance will determine the following, but not limited to:
	(a) specific size, locations and physical characteristics of the signs for a designated area;
	(b) standards relating to placement, maintenance, removal and replacement; and
	(c) the length of time for which the signs may be displayed; and
	(d) Luminance, pursuant to §13.12; and
	(e) Allowance for automatic changeable copy, notwithstanding the provisions of §13.13.2.;
	4. Commercial messages are allowed, notwithstanding the provisions of §13.4.2.A and §13.4.2.S.
	§13.12. Signs Illumination
	§13.12.2. Maximum allowable luminance
	A. …
	…
	C. Automatic changeable copy signs, Outdoor Visual Entertainment and Sign Systems



	Maximum luminance of automatic changeable copy signs shall not exceed the limits set forth below.
	D. Outdoor Visual Entertainment0F

	Maximum luminance of automatic changeable copy signs shall not exceed the limits set forth below.
	§13.13. Flashing, Moving and Changeable Copy Signs
	§13.13.2. Size and time limits
	A. The message or image on automatic changeable copy signs shall change no more than one time per minute, except where changes in a sign occur automatically to reflect changes in temperature, availability of parking spaces, or arrival of transit vehic...
	AB. An automatic changeable copy sign on which the message changes or is designed to change more than once every 24 hours may not exceed 4 sq. ft. in size;
	BC. An automatic changeable copy sign on which a sign on which the message changes or is designed to change no more than once every 24 hours (as averaged over a 10-day period) shall not exceed 1260 sq. ft. in size.

	§13.13.3. Rules for changeable copy signs
	A. There shall be no effects of movement, flashing, or similar effects in the individual images.
	B. Changes of image shall be substantially instantaneous as seen by the human eye and shall not use fading, rolling, window shading, dissolving or similar effects as part of the change; provided, however, that signs reflecting the arrival of transit v...
	C. Light emitting diodes and similar lighting are permitted for automatic changeable copy signs.
	D. In aAutomatic changeable copy signs shall use automatic level controls to reduce light levels at night and under cloudy or other darkened conditions, in accordance with the following standards.
	1. All automatic changeable copy signs shall have ambient light monitors that allow automatic adjustment of the brightness level of the sign based on ambient light conditions.
	2. Maximum luminance for automatic changeable copy signs shall not exceed the limits in §13.12.2.C.




	Article 13. Signs
	§13.11. Signs by Private Parties in the Public Right-Of-Way
	§13.11.2. Temporary signs placed by private-parties in the public right-of-way
	A. Lighting and structure



	Such signs shall be temporary freestanding signs, shall not be lighted and shall be affixed to the ground such that they will not easily be removed by wind or other natural forces.
	B. Location
	1. Such signs may be placed only on that portion of the public right-of-way abutting a street, road, highway or sidewalk but not on landscaped beautification areas, traffic circles or control devices or signs, or any paved portion of a pedestrian refu...
	(a) Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant, driveway or other vehicular entrance;
	(b) Within the area established by the visual clearance area, as specified in §3.2.6.A.4.
	2. Nothing in this provision shall be construed to authorize the posting of signs upon utility poles, or in any place or manner prohibited by the provisions of this Article 13.

	C. Identification

	Each such sign shall bear clear identification and contact phone number of the establishment, person or other entity placing the sign or causing it to be placed; any sign that lacks such identification shall be considered a violation of this provision...
	D. Commercial temporary signs

	Where there is a commercial activity lawfully conducted within an R or RA district, the following commercial or noncommercial signs are allowed, provided such signs shall be allowed only if no signs are placed pursuant to subsection §13.11.2.E, below.
	E. Noncommercial temporary signs

	Noncommercial temporary signs may be displayed as set forth in either subsection 1 or 2, below, but not both.  All such signs shall include the date of placement and the name and phone number of the person or group responsible for posting the sign.
	1. Thirty-oneForty-five day signs
	2. Seven-day signs


