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South Four Mile Run Complete Streets Project 

Community Engagement Summary – October 2021 

Project Background 

The section of South Four Mile Run Drive between South Nelson Street and Shirlington Road 
will pilot a roadway reconfiguration identified in the Four Mile Run Valley Area Plan. 

The project can be implemented using low-cost, interim measures to facilitate easy installation 
and evaluation. The data collected will help determine the viability of longer-term roadway 
reconstructions that could potentially add sidewalks, landscaping and green infrastructure, as 
part of a larger capital project. 

The County’s Vision Zero Action Plan, adopted in 2020, highlights South Four Mile Run Drive as 
part of the County’s High-Injury Network (i.e., corridors in the county with higher densities of 
crashes resulting in a serious or fatal injury). The plan also identifies crash hot spots, including 
the intersection of South Four Mile Run Drive and South Walter Reed Drive and Shirlington 
Road and 27th Street South, which are located on either ends of the project corridor. 

Public Outreach on the Draft Marking Plan 

In July 2021, the County held a virtual community meeting to share the project’s background 
and a base concept design. During that meeting staff showed potential options on pedestrian 
pathway connectivity, an additional crosswalk location and different parking use-type scenarios. 
During the meeting attendees were provided an opportunity to ask questions and provide 
comment. Afterward the meeting all stakeholders were encouraged to provide input on the 
design to help County staff evaluate and refine the final concept design. Subsequent to the 
meeting, the County published an online feedback form on the project website and shared the 
form with stakeholders and through county communication channels for potential respondents 
to provide feedback over the following month. 

What We Heard 

Overall, feedback provided via the feedback form indicated support for the proposed 
improvements shown in the concept marking plan. Under the proposed concept conditions, 
most respondents indicated they would feel a higher level of safety while walking/rolling or 
biking through the area. 29% felt the improvements made the section of road safer for 
vehicles, while the largest percentage, 43%, felt the changes were neutral for vehicles.  The 
entire dataset is below. 

 

  

Total
Walking/rolling 22.62% 38 50.60% 85 14.88% 25 1.79% 3 5.95% 10 4.17% 7 168
Taking public transit 6.79% 11 15.43% 25 40.12% 65 2.47% 4 1.23% 2 33.95% 55 162
Biking 11.52% 19 32.12% 53 26.67% 44 7.27% 12 4.85% 8 17.58% 29 165
Using a scooter 8.97% 14 14.74% 23 22.44% 35 3.85% 6 3.85% 6 46.15% 72 156
Driving a personal vehicle 5.95% 10 29.17% 49 42.86% 72 8.93% 15 8.33% 14 4.76% 8 168

Answered 171
Skipped 69

Not applicableMuch safer Safer Neutral Less safe Much less safe
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Here are the results of the additional feedback questions: 
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Results displayed as weighted average (respondents first choice given a 5, second choice a 4, etc.) 

Summary of Open Comments 

Of the 240 respondents, 86 provided written comments were received. This section is a 
summary of the more frequent comments we received and the County’s response. 

Safety Concerns with Angled Parking – 14 respondents 

Several concerns were raised about the safety of vehicles using the angled parking given the 
volume of traffic experienced on Four Mile Run Drive.  

The County recommended head-out angled parking for Four Mile Run Drive, fronting Jennie 
Dean Park, instead of head-in angled parking, because it is documented to be safer for all 
users. Head-out parking is safer for drivers because, when leaving the parking space, the 
drivers have clear vision of oncoming vehicles, pedestrians, and cyclists and do not have to pull 
out blindly. It is also easier to load car trunks or truck beds from the sidewalk instead of the 
travel lane. Children, pets, and all users entering and exiting a vehicle that is parked as head-
out angled are directed and channeled toward the sidewalk area because the doors open in that 
direction instead of toward the travel lanes. 

  

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Relocating the bus stop (potential option)

Changing parking time limits/duration (potential option)

Adding midblock crossing between S Shirlington Road
and N Nelson Street (potential option)

Providing additional parking near Jennie Dean Park

Reducing vehicle speeds along S Four Mile Run Drive

Improving pedestrian ramps

Adding a pedestrian walkway on the northside of S Four
Mile Run Drive (potential option)

Shortening the pedestrian crossing at Shirlington Road

Please click and drag to order the proposed improvements by 
what matters most to you, where 1 is the most important.
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Extending the pedestrian walkway – 12 respondents 

Respondents supported an extension of the proposed pedestrian walkway on the north side of 
the road so it would continue to the corner of Shirlington Road and Four Mile Run Drive. Our 
engineers looked at the feasibility of doing this without modifying an area outside the County’s 
right-of-way. Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate this request at this time without 
eliminating the bus stop. This project is a restriping effort that will keep existing curbs as is.  
However, the County will investigate the possibility of installing a permanent concrete sidewalk 
on the backside of the curb to make this connection. 

Disapprove of lane reduction – 12 respondents 

Respondents disapproved of the lane reductions on Four Mile Run Drive due to concerns about 
vehicular volume. The County’s pre-pandemic (2018) peak hour traffic volumes on Four Mile 
Run were 520 eastbound and 612 westbound; which is less than similar 2-lane (one in each 
direction) streets in Arlington with a similar cross section and stable traffic conditions. From a 
transportation capacity standpoint, the County is comfortable with 2-lane roads of this nature 
handling up to 800 vehicles per hour. As a result, the County does not anticipate the lane 
reductions will reduce traffic volumes or increase traffic delays experienced at the intersection 
of Four Mile Drive and Shirlington Road. Based on our traffic analysis, the length of the left-turn 
lane for traffic headed northbound on Shirlington Road from Four Mile Run Drive should be 
sufficient to handle queuing during morning and evening peak hours. 

Concerned about commercial vehicles – 10 respondents 

Several concerns were raised about commercial vehicles parked along Four Mile Run Drive. 
These vehicles can legally park along this section of the road if they follow the parking 
restrictions in place. Once the proposed angled parking is implemented, we anticipate 
commercial vehicles will find other legal public parking in the area. If residents are concerned 
about illegal parking or parking enforcement, they should reach out to the police non-
emergency number at 703-558-2222. 

Support a bike lane – 9 respondents  

Respondents provided comments in support of adding a bike lane along Four Mile Run Drive. 
This was considered and not added to the proposed plan for several reasons. First, there are 
space limitations in the roadway and a bike lane would require eliminating either the pedestrian 
walkway or the on-street parking. Additionally, the County has no plans to implement a bike 
lane along Four Mile Run Drive given there is an existing facility, W&OD Trail, that runs parallel 
to the street. An on-street bike lane was not envisioned in the Four Mile Run Valley Area Plan or 
the recent Bike Element of the Master Transportation Plan. 

Support traffic calming – 9 respondents 

Several respondents reiterated support for traffic calming on Four Mile Run Drive. The lane 
reduction and painted nubs and pedestrian refuge should result in slower vehicles. The County 
will monitor the corridor once the striping is complete and evaluate the need for additional 
measures (e.g. reduction in speed limit, enforcement). 
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Support of the lane reduction – 8 respondents 

Several respondents reiterated support for the lane reductions on Four Mile Run Drive. 

Support of the reduced crossing distance – 7 respondents 

Several respondents reiterated support for the reduced crossing distances along Four Mile Run 
Drive and Shirlington Road and South Nelson Street. 

Support a dedicated sidewalk on north side, or both sides – 4 respondents 

Respondents provided support for a dedicated sidewalk on the north and south side of Four 
Mile Run. The Jennie Dean Park improvements will be providing a sidewalk on the southside. 
Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate the request for a permanent concrete sidewalk along 
the northside at this time. This project is a restriping effort that will keep existing curbs as is.  
However, the County will investigate the possibility of installing an ADA-accessible pad for the 
bus stop and a permanent concrete sidewalk on the backside of the curb along this section of 
Four Mile Run Drive. 

How feedback influenced the design 

The County evaluated the feedback we received from the survey and open comments. From 
here we asked ourselves the following questions. 

Q1. Can we extending the pedestrian walkway all the way to Shirlington Road to support access 
to the bus stop?  
A1. As mentioned above, this is a longer-term effort likely requiring permission from NOVA 
Parks and Dominion. We will evaluate the feasibility of this as part of a larger capital project. 
 
Q2. Should we include parking stops on the diagonal parking to keep vehicles from overhanging 
sidewalk?  
A2. We are providing 17.5’ length for the parking lane, which is ample space. If overhang is an 
issue we can come back and install parking stops. 
 
Q3. Do we have space for a bike lane?  
A4. No. Given the proximity of the trail we recommended cyclists use that path. There was a 
comment in the feedback we received suggesting the installation of a sharrows. We will not be 
providing them since those are generally used for recommended bike routes. We do not 
envision Four Mile Run Drive serving in this capacity. An on-street bike lane or route was not 
envisioned in the Four Mile Run Valley Area Plan or the recent Bike Element of the Master 
Transportation Plan.  
 

Q4. Should we sign the walkway against bike use?  
A4. We will install pedestrian signs. The walkway is only 5’ including the gutter pan so it may 
deter cyclists. If there is demonstrated need, we can consider installing a flexipost at the end. 
 
Q5. Will commercial vehicles still use this space? Where will they go?  
A5. The reduction in the parking lane width would likely force wider vehicles to park on other 
areas of Four Mile Run Drive. 
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Q6. Need to remove any signage, or consolidate proposed?  
A6. When we restripe the roadway, we provide the appropriate signs that fit the striping and 
remove any redundant signage. 
 
Q7. Does the bus stop prohibit a right-on-red from Shirlington?  
A7. The intersection is currently signed no-right on red for all approaches due to the leading 
pedestrian interval. 
 
Q8. What is the lighting situation on north side?  
A8. Unfortunately, we are considering this an interim condition. We are also fiscally constrained 
for this effort. A future capital project will evaluate the feasibility of lighting the north side of 
the road. We recognize it could be difficult with Dominion’s overhead wires. 
 
Q9. Can we bump out the northside crosswalk at Nelson? Or maybe we can extend the striping 
to narrow intersection?  
A9. We modified the pedestrian buffer so that it tapers down in the intersection at Nelson. The 
receiving travel lane is fixed so it was difficult to enlarge the buffer. 
 
Q10. Should we lower the speed limit to 25 mph?  
A10. We are going to do a speed study in 2022. This will determine if a reduction is speed limit 
is needed. This should give drivers ample time to adjust to the proposed improvements. 
 
Q11. Is the radius for commercial vehicles leaving Nelson appropriate?  
A11. Yes, AutoTurn simulations were performed and the intersection was adjusted to 
accommodate larger vehicles. 


