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RSeptember 17, 2021 
People Before Cars Coalition 

RE: Crystal City Bike Network feedback 

Attendees: 

PBC Coalition 
• Jay Corbalis, JBG Smith 
• Rob Mandle, National Landing BID 
• Malaika Sc riven, National Landing BID 
• Chris Slatt, Sustainable Mobility for Arlington County 
• Gillian Burgess, Arlington Families for Safe Streets 
• Jeremiah Lowery, Washington Area Bicyclist Association 

Arlington County 
• Nate Graham, DES Communications and Engagement 
• Leah Gerber, DES Transportation Planning 
• Joanne Gabor, DES Development Services 

Meeting Notes 
 
Introduction (Jay) 

• Conversation about the CCBN has been underway for almost a year 
• JBG has provided input that has been inconsistent, and recognize that is not an ideal process 
• Acknowledges that PBC is coming in from left field with additional input after a public process 

o Recognizes the timing is less than ideal, and wish we could have come to this sooner 
• Members of the coalition have all been interested in this and related issues and organized to 

promote a set of priorities that reach beyond just biking in Crystal City 
• Specific to the CCBN, came together as a group to reach a consensus on what we think would be 

beneficial as it relates to the CCBN and share it together with the County. 

Four Primary Issues to Raise 
 

1. 1900 block of Crystal Drive (Jay)  
• PBC has a general interest in maintaining the existing northbound lane in addition to the 

new southbound lane proposed in the latest version of the CCBN 
• Propose removing the existing center turn lane to allow space to maintain the unprotected 

northbound lane and add the new protected southbound lane.  
o Believe that construction conditions (on JBG property) have revealed the low 

demand for turning movements on this block  
o Relatively low volume of turns on that block and think the trade-off is worth it.  

• Chris Slatt: this block is a priority for us because there’s not another way to travel 
northbound, there are no other alternatives in the network for N/S travel between 18th 
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Street S. and 10th Street S., and no development expected on S. Clark/Bell to provide this in 
the near future. 
 

2. Crystal Drive between 15th - 18th (Jay)  
• Support current CCBN plan to maintain existing cross-section 
• Want to improve the existing northbound bike lane to be protected and make sure 

southbound is protected as well through strategically placed pylons  
• Chris Slatt: Arlington hasn’t wanted to do this in the past because it’s not NACTO-

compliant, but DC has had some success with this and the trade-offs seem to be worth it. A 
great opportunity for Arlington to try this as a pilot project. 

o Don’t have a specific design in mind for request 
o Opportunity for consistent treatment on northbound, and some places along 

southbound where there is no parking where you could place bollard or pylon on 
the line.  

o Also at 18th intersection pursuant to adjacent Transit capital project (Crystal City 
Metro Second Entrance) 

• Nate Graham: Do you know the locations of the Fire Access for buildings on the west side of 
this block?  

o Jay: No but we can get that information 
• Nate Graham: Asks Chris for specific examples of flexpost deployment in DC that 

demonstrate his earlier point 
o Chris: Yes, will share via email. (sent examples 9/13/21 to Nate & Leah) 

• Rob Mandle: What are the changes from 15th - 18th?  
o Nate: Per most recent CCBN – maintaining existing conditions 

 
3. 12th Street S. (Chris)  

• Request to widen northern sidewalk on 12th Street from Long Bridge Drive to Esplanade to 
get the sidewalk to 10’ -15’, at the expense of existing striped standard bike lane 

o Most capital-intensive for a 4-year timeline 
o Focused on this one block of 12th Street S. 

• Opportunity with 101 12th Street and its approval, thought there was an opportunity with 
the Transitway Extension but it looks like that may not happen since it is out for 
procurement. 

• Chris: Shares Streetmix graphic with the proposed conditions at 101 12th Street S. 

•   
• Gillian and Rob: Support this because it will be a critical future connection to Long Bridge 

and a current connection to the Esplanade.  



Page 3 
 

o Also is a logical extension with Army- Navy investment and possibly Route 1 to 
maintain a north-side two-way bike facility at what could be a grade-separated 
crossing of Route 1 in future plan scenario. 

 
4. Long-term bike plan for Crystal City (Rob)  

• They understand the time constraints for the existing process for the CCBN 
• Asking for a vision for the future beyond the 4-year timeline, to ensure that the things that 

cannot be accomplished in the existing CCBN are not lost. 
• Recognize how this isn’t how Arlington has done bike planning in the past but think it’s 

evident in all the planning that’s been happening concurrently that there is no guiding way 
to determine bike planning. 

• Ask is for a more detailed layer of how people will bike around the area that will guide 
development and other planning exercises. 

• Raises example of how the Pentagon City Planning Study bike facilities do not line up with 
facilities outside of boundary and that this is a reoccurring issue 

 
Conclusions (Jay) 

• Overall, group recognizes that the CCBN as proposed represents a significant improvement over 
the status quo 

• We as a group came up with lowest common denominators for what we can all agree on to 
bring to the County, and would love to have DES be a part of this conversation so that we can all 
be champions for this plan, even if it is not perfect 

• We want to get things done 
• Recognize that we are not everyone and that County needs to be responsive to others 
• We think these changes are relatively modest, but we would love to get to a place where we are 

all rowing in the same direction 
• Gillian: The bike network in Crystal City is not really just about bikes 

o It is about CC more than anywhere else in the county that people bike on the sidewalk 
 Creates conflicts with people using strollers, walking, etc. 

o Making the entire transportation network work for everyone in a dense urban 
environment by separating modes and eliminating conflicts. 

o Needs a long-term plan with a clear vision for what the final product will be. 
o MTP Bike Element did not consider HQ2, at-grade Route 1, may be out of date already 
o Board added more clarity at adoption for what the MTP Bike Element means, including 

more detailed instructions about where to put facilities, adherence to NACTO 
guidelines. 
 Need for long term vision is in the same vein 

• Rob: No tool for guidance at downtown district level for bikes 
o Sector plans are helpful but there are 3 different planning regimes that are sometimes 

in conflict 
o If you change boundaries, you get different answers for how people move around and 

what destinations are important (Crystal City vs Pentagon City planning processes) 
• Jay: We are pragmatic and want to get something done 

o Want to get your support when we get to a proposal for implementation 
 

Next Steps (Nate) 
• County staff present to finalize a draft of notes from today’s meeting 
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• Share draft notes with all attendees for review 
• Once finalized, Nate to share feedback with technical staff for a review and response 
• Nate will share response with attendees in a timely manner 
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