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#001
Posted by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 8:39pm [Comment ID: 4801] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

I know it's slightly out of scope for this project, but this slip lane onto Wilson contributes greatly to the danger of this stretch of road. Cars sling off Glebe at high speeds and have low visibility of both pedestrians and those continuing straight on Wilson, leading to a number of crashes right in front of  Mussel Bar (including what I believe was a crash into the patio of Mussel Bar just a few weeks ago).

#002
Posted by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 9:00pm [Comment ID: 4808] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

I know this is slightly out-of-scope, but there are two parking spots here that cause a good amount of contention with cars turning right onto Glebe.

It doesn't really make sense to have these parking spots when there is ample free public parking for the Target just a block away in a parking garage. They cause contention for the benefit of only two cars at a time.

#003
Posted by George Dryden on 04/17/2022 at 12:55pm [Comment ID: 4865] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Cars turning right from Vermont onto Wilson eastbound and crossing directly into the left turn lane for Glebe northbound often block traffic and create hazards.  As noted by other, cars from Vermont turning left for Wilson westbound also create a hazard.  The situation is exacerbated when cars double park in front of Total Wine.  These turns should be restricted or Vermont should be made one way southbound or blocked. 

#004
Posted by Sam on 04/11/2022 at 2:25pm [Comment ID: 4780] - Link
Type: Question
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Vermont St. pedestrian crossing have to not only look for the traffic flowing from Vermont to Wilson both left and right turn , but also have to keep an eye on traffic from Wilson turning left onto Vermont. Wilson doesn't have a clear left turn to Vermont its through the two main lanes. Its quite unsafe to cross especially with kids. Please consider doing a different alignment. 

#005
Posted by Tim Ryan on 04/05/2022 at 6:50pm [Comment ID: 4733] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

Left turns from N. Vermont onto Wilson are often very difficult, or cars that are making them fly out of the intersection. Due to the different cycles of cars that can head west on Wilson from the intersection at Glebe due to that intersection traffic light cycle, there is almost a near constant flow of traffic westbound, resulting in cars trying to hit a gap in that traffic, plus make it in a gap from eastbound Wilson traffic.  Additionally, pedestrians will run/walk across Wilson from the north sidewalk / Total Wine to Vermont.

Suggest either adding an delineators to prevent turns to westbound Wilson from Vermont, or an island to prevent those same turns with a mid-block crossing for pedestrians.

Reply by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 8:42pm [Comment ID: 4802] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

This sidewalk across N. Vermont is very trafficked in the evening with residents walking to Target, Ballston, etc. The visibility at night is not great leading to dangerous conditions for pedestrians attempting to cross N. Vermont (since the cars are having to pay attention to many different cycles of traffic).

#006
Posted by Zack D on 04/16/2022 at 9:29am [Comment ID: 4828] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Mark the legal crossings here with crosswalks. Due to the angled crosswalk at Glebe, it is quite far to walk and the uncontrolled slip lane and incorrect yield to pedestrians signs (law changed to stop for pedestrians several years ago), a straight mid-block alternative would be useful

#007
Posted by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 8:58pm [Comment ID: 4807] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

This pedestrian crossing is quite wide. It would be a good candidate for curb extensions to reduce the width of the crossing and slow cars turning right onto this street.

#008
Posted by Richard A Viola on 04/14/2022 at 3:58pm [Comment ID: 4821] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

The eastbound curb lane is too long and serves not actual purpose in front of the funeral home.  I recommend removing it to create space for a widened sidewalk and bikeway 

#009
Posted by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 8:48pm [Comment ID: 4804] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

This bus stop has no area to wait. Those waiting for the bus have no choice but to stand on the narrow (4ft?) sidewalk, which can cause conflict with joggers or groups of pedestrians who must go around them (stepping off the sidewalk) or making the individual waiting for the bus step off the sidewalk to let them pass.

#010
Posted by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 8:49pm [Comment ID: 4805] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

This curb cut is not well-maintained and is the third for this one business. Consider closing to maintain continuity / comfort of the sidewalk.

#011
Posted by Steve Wardell on 04/04/2022 at 10:25am [Comment ID: 4696] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Left turns onto N Wakefield can be tough as both blocks traffic without a dedicated left turn lane and hard to see vehicles coming up Wilson from N Abindon. Perhaps either don't allow left turns here or make dedicated left turn lane which narrows westbound to one lane (which could better allow space for bike lanes between N Abingdon and N Wakefield as separate item)

Reply by Steve Wardell on 04/04/2022 at 10:28am [Comment ID: 4697] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 0, Disagree: -1

To add to this maybe north side bus stop should have pull in area so when a bus is stopped, traffic west bound is not stopped. This could be possible with lane shift as this area of road on side is wide and markings could be shifted.

#012
Posted by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 9:08pm [Comment ID: 4811] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

This crossing, though highly trafficked, only has 3 of 4 crossings. Not infrequently, pedestrians "make up" the fourth crossing (parallel to N Wakefield) and walk across the unmarked street. This is unsafe and has poor visibility for those turning right. We should consider completing the square for safety and comfort (especially since this is the most natural route across for the APAH building at the corner of N. Wakefield and Wilson).

#013
Posted by Sustainable Mobility for Arlington County on 04/05/2022 at 2:55pm [Comment ID: 4725] - Link
Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

Trying to "go straight on Wakefield" while on a bike across Wilson feels like we're expected to make it up as we go along.  Could really use some guidance about who is supposed to be where.  Wakefield is our least-bad alternative to Glebe Road for bike travel and will hopefully get better with the upcoming redevelopment of the Holiday Inn.

Reply by Dexter Clifton on 04/17/2022 at 10:17pm [Comment ID: 4885] - Link
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

This ^^^

#014
Posted by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 9:12pm [Comment ID: 4813] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Page 2MAR_Wilson Blvd_N George Mason Dr_N Vermont St_existing aerial.pdf Printed 04/18/2022

https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4801#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4808#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4865#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4780#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4733#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4733#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4828#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4807#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4821#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4804#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4805#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4696#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4696#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4811#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4725#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4725#page=1
https://arlingtonva.konveio.com/resurfacing-complete-streets-2022-wilson-blvd?cid=4813#page=1


This is a very popular pedestrian crossing, especially at rush hour. Consider changing the walk signal to pedestrian recall (which I believe means "make it so the button isn't necessary to get a walk signal"). In my experience with the length of this light, it wouldn't need to change the timing but would signal to cars to watch out for pedestrians, since many of them are just taking their chances with the "no walk" signal anyway, instead of waiting for the long, long cycle that is a green on Wilson.

#015
Posted by Sam on 04/11/2022 at 2:28pm [Comment ID: 4781] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Please consider improvement to crosswalk and left turn alignment to Wakefield and also , a way to reduce to speed limit on Wakefield , as there are no side walks and pedestrian generally use the street to walk along with the bicyclist. 

#016
Posted by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 9:10pm [Comment ID: 4812] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Consider changing this light coming off of N Wakefield to be "no right on red" for both directions. The pedestrian crossing time is unusually short and feels shorter and less comfortable when you have to contend with right turners.

#017
Posted by Joe Citizen on 04/17/2022 at 11:13pm [Comment ID: 4892] - Link
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

PBL me ASAP

#018
Posted by Richard A Viola on 04/14/2022 at 3:51pm [Comment ID: 4820] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 5, Disagree: 0

I would like to see buffers provided for pedestrians using the narrow sidewalks through this section.  I recommend changing the road from four  to three lanes and creating curbside bike lanes.

#019
Posted by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 8:55pm [Comment ID: 4806] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 5, Disagree: 0

I know one side of this crossing was recently redone, but pedestrian islands would be a marked improvement for improving the comfort of this crossing. I haven't seen this come up in other comments, but this intersection is a merely a block from an elementary school and a grocery store, both locations that families would want a safe route to walk to and would use the route frequently if it were comfortable.

#020
Posted by Peter Stokely on 04/02/2022 at 8:36am [Comment ID: 4690] - Link
Agree: 10, Disagree: 0

Please add bicycle lanes to this stretch of Wilson Blvd.

Reply by Steve Wardell on 04/04/2022 at 10:21am [Comment ID: 4695] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Agree that the hill climb up Wilson to N Wakefield needs a bike lane so cars and bikes not mixed in this segment. Though need to consider right turns onto N Wakefield at top. Either need a high visibility right turn crossing or maybe consider no right turns onto N Wakefield from Wilson (access via Vermont?)

Reply by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 8:28pm [Comment ID: 4800] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

There are some wonderful buffered lanes (would be even better protected...) just south of here on Wilson (next to Safeway and then picking up a while later). Those lanes are kind of stranded on their own because there are no bike facilities on this stretch. It would be wonderful to add connectivity between bike facilities -- it makes existing facilities much more useful!

#021
Posted by Sustainable Mobility for Arlington County on 04/05/2022 at 3:02pm [Comment ID: 4727] - Link
Agree: 4, Disagree: 0

Left turns regularly back up the left lane in each direction on Wilson Blvd, limiting their usefulness for moving cars.

Reply by David R. Hughes on 04/11/2022 at 5:28pm [Comment ID: 4784] - Link
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

That is especially the case for westbound traffic because vehicles going westbound sometimes use N. Abingdon Street as an alternative cut-through to access N. Carlin Springs Road.  It is less common going eastbound because the only traffic at the N. Abingdon Street intersection regularly making left turns would be vehicles attempting to enter the restaurant’s parking lot.  I am unaware that place serves breakfast, so the occasions when that might be an issue should be limited to random deliveries, as well as lunch and dinner traffic.

#022
Posted by Steve Wardell on 04/04/2022 at 10:28am [Comment ID: 4698] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 6, Disagree: 0

Add bike lane headed up the hill to the fire station?

#023
Posted by David R. Hughes on 04/11/2022 at 5:19pm [Comment ID: 4783] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

This comment applies to the stretch along the south side of Wilson Blvd, just west of its intersection with N. Abingdon Street.  Any plan to alter the surface of Wilson Blvd, or its southern side’s sidewalk, curb, and gutter, should account for the proximity of Lubber Run’s open channel as it emerges from beneath Wilson Blvd.  The integrity of the structures surrounding that channel should not suffer compromise.

#024
Posted by Alyssa Malcolm on 04/17/2022 at 9:25pm [Comment ID: 4872] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

If replacing curbs along Wilson, please consider adding higher curbs on the southern portion of Wilson between Albermarle and Abingdon to control stormwater runoff. There are no storm drains between Buchanan and the Lubber Run Channel near Abingdon. This area is a low point sloping down towards Lubber Run, and stormwater accumulates along the curbs, especially the corners of the side streets like Albermarle. Adequate curbs will protect pedestrians on Wilson Blvd as well as protect Lubber Run and the surrounding properties.

#025
Posted by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 9:04pm [Comment ID: 4810] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Not as pressing as Buchanan, but this pedestrian crossing would also benefit from curb extensions, traffic calming, or a traffic diverter / pedestrian island to reduce the length and comfort of the crossing on foot.

#026
Posted by Fran on 04/05/2022 at 10:17am [Comment ID: 4710] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

County should purchase the 13 properties on the north side of Wilson between the fire house and Woodrow. The houses and restaurant would be torn down and park/green space created along Wilson. This will allow for utility relocation and sidewalk widening on both the north and south sides of Wilson.  Wilson will have a slight offset to the north to allow for wider sidewalks on the south.
Purchase of the properties should be about $15M, figure $7M to demo and create green space, and maybe another $5 for utility, sidewalk and Wilson work. So all in at $27M.
With the green space the property values to the north will only increase so additional revenue will be generated.

Reply by Peter Harnik on 04/08/2022 at 11:02am [Comment ID: 4774] - Link
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Interesting idea, but these properties are not in the Arlington County Public Spaces Master Plan, whereas quite a few other parcels are.

Reply by David R. Hughes on 04/11/2022 at 5:04pm [Comment ID: 4782] - Link
Type: Question
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

What if the owners won’t sell?

Takings aren’t automatic.  If there’s outright resistance or an argument over valuations, eminent domain litigation can be time-consuming and, as with any matter in litigation, of an indeterminate outcome.  The resulting uncertainty and potential for delay might make planning a pointless exercise.

#027
Posted by Peter Harnik on 04/08/2022 at 11:27am [Comment ID: 4775] - Link
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Type: Suggestion
Agree: 4, Disagree: 0

The crossing of this intersection from the Bluemont Junction Trail is challenging and unpleasant. Ideally, there would be a trail bridge similar to the one over Route 7 in Falls Church. Failing that, there could be numerous small improvements made with bicyclists in mind. The worst place is the southeast corner of Wilson and George Mason which has almost no space for bikes to stop and wait for a signal. Also, the curb cuts aren't aligned perfectly for cyclists navigating this double-crossing

#028
Posted by Lucas Henneman on 04/04/2022 at 2:38pm [Comment ID: 4699] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 10, Disagree: 0

The sidewalks here are very narrow. Speed reduction efforts would go a long way toward improving comfort and safety. I agree with other commenters that protected bike lanes are an important addition.

Reply by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 8:45pm [Comment ID: 4803] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 5, Disagree: 0

Even if widening sidewalks / undergrounding utilities is out of scope for this project, adding bikelanes would go a long way to improving pedestrian comfort and safety since pedestrians could "step into the bikelane" to let a pedestrian coming from the other direction pass instead of their current option which is "step into the street". This isn't an ADA accessible option and would be difficult for stroller users as well (there are a lot of families living on this stretch / in Ballston with young children).

#029
Posted by Neal on 04/06/2022 at 9:01am [Comment ID: 4738] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 6, Disagree: 0

Add protected bike lanes. Not that hard

#030
Posted by Alyssa Malcolm on 04/17/2022 at 9:35pm [Comment ID: 4874] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Please add bike lanes from George Mason to Vermont to provide separation between people driving, biking, riding electric scooters, and walking. Consider changing Wilson from a four lane road to one lane in each direction with a shared left turn lane, and dedicated bike lanes.

#031
Posted by Julie Rosenberg  on 04/02/2022 at 9:24am [Comment ID: 4692] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 12, Disagree: 0

Given the dangerously narrow sidewalks in this stretch of Wilson Blvd I encourage the County to add buffers in support of pedestrians, which would benefit bikers too. 

Reply by Sustainable Mobility for Arlington County on 04/05/2022 at 3:01pm [Comment ID: 4726] - Link
Agree: 6, Disagree: 0

Agree - adding bike lanes would put moving cars 5+ feet farther from pedestrians on the sidewalk.  Better for everyone!

#032
Posted by Sustainable Mobility for Arlington County on 04/05/2022 at 3:05pm [Comment ID: 4728] - Link
Agree: 5, Disagree: 0

Why does the bus stop so frequently along this stretch of Wilson?  Also you often get off the bus and find there's no safe place to cross Wilson to get to the other side of the street.  Maybe consolidate stops at a location where there can be a safe pedestrian crossing?

#033
Posted by Walter Zaumseil on 04/04/2022 at 6:39pm [Comment ID: 4706] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 9, Disagree: 0

Agree with comments on narrow sidewalks on both sides of Wilson Blvd. This is compounded by utility poles obstructing/narrowing sidewalk that would make it impossible for a wheelchair or stroller; requiring they use the street to go around the poles. There are also remnants of former metal poles in the sidewalk protruding forming a tripping hazard or possible injury to one's foot if wearing sandals. These should be filed down or removed.

#034
Posted by Kate Mattos on 04/09/2022 at 4:17pm [Comment ID: 4779] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

The sidewalks in this area are narrow; it's hard for 2 people to pass.  Also, Wilson Blvd. narrows to one lane dangerously,  without warning.  It should remain 2 lane to N. George Mason Drive.

#035
Posted by Michael Shapiro on 04/02/2022 at 5:22pm [Comment ID: 4693] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 10, Disagree: 0

The sidewalks on the north side of Wilson Boulevard from Buchanan Street east to the new townhouses  are dangerously narrow and basically unusable for anyone who needs mobility assistance. Those on the south side are nearly as bad. No major work on this stretch of road should be done without addressing this critical accessibility issue.

Reply by David R. Hughes on 04/11/2022 at 6:07pm [Comment ID: 4785] - Link
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Mr. Shapiro's observations are sound.  I believe that the most recent NC Plan from Bluemont flagged this issue.  I have lived on N. Abingdon Street for 39 years.  Nothing has changed along the stretch of sidewalks on either side of Wilson Blvd west of the intersection with N. Abingdon Street up to the entrance of the firehouse.  The problem on the north side extends a bit further eastward from the N. Abingdon Street traffic light.

Bear in mind that the sidewalks and the roadway of Wilson Blvd, for all intents and purposes, cannot be widened along this stretch without the removal/replacement of utility poles and the exercise of eminent domain.  Overcoming that first obstacle would be exceptionally expensive.  Overcoming the second obstacle could create a political problem (the heavy hand of government, yada-yada) and initiate litigation, which can result in uncertainty and also be exceptionally expensive.

Query: can this stretch of Wilson Blvd safely and practically be narrowed to one lane in each direction without creating a major bottleneck during rush hour in each direction between the traffic light at N. Wakefield Street and the traffic light at N. Abingdon Street?  My guess is “No,” but I recognize that that may be the proposed solution, and that might prompt drivers to take a different route.  Just like water, traffic seeks the route of least resistance.  The side streets along Wilson Blvd have suffered enough.

Can Wilson Blvd be narrowed to one lane in each direction along that same stretch without creating another traffic jam during rush hour for eastbound traffic as it approaches the intersection with N. Abingdon Street?   Again, I have the same answer.  

If DES wants to try that “solution,” DES had better have an objective basis for doing so.  The modeling might be complicated, but presumably DES already has data on the volumes of traffic involved in each direction at different times of day, and on different days of the week.

Reply by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 8:18pm [Comment ID: 4798] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

To respond to the specific question about going down to 1 lane in each direction, a large amount of Wilson (including just south to George Mason Drive, during a repaving last year) is only 1 lane already. Adding additional capacity for a few blocks should not make any dent in throughput of Wilson.

Additionally, there are cars constantly idling in front of Total Wine and/or waiting to turn left on N Vermont St when going South, so there is never more than 1 lane open during rush hour anyway.

Reply by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 8:23pm [Comment ID: 4799] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

As a resident of the townhomes on N Wakefield Street, I walk to Safeway weekly to get groceries as well as regularly frequent the restaurants on this stretch. I am about to have a child and have confirmed that a stroller cannot navigate the north side of this street (it is too narrow with utility poles) which would force multiple crossings to walk down Wilson and fit the stroller.

#036
Posted by Elizabeth Gallagher on 04/13/2022 at 9:03pm [Comment ID: 4809] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 8, Disagree: 0

I walk this road weekly (for groceries, to get onto the Bluemont trail, to frequent the restaurants) and this pedestrian crossing at Buchanan is a source of stress. It is very, very wide and the curvature encourages cars exiting / entering the neighborhood to speed into the curve. This would be an excellent opportunity for curb extensions or traffic calming.

Reply by Alyssa Malcolm on 04/17/2022 at 9:42pm [Comment ID: 4875] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Suggest adding a crosswalk to cross Wilson at Buchanan in addition to the curb extension mentioned above. There is over 1000 ft between crosswalks (at George Mason and Abingdon).

#037
Posted by Alyssa Malcolm on 04/17/2022 at 9:48pm [Comment ID: 4879] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Add additional pavement markings and signage  further east on Wilson to indicate which lanes vehicles can turn or go straight in as they approach George Mason/Wilson intersection. Current markings do not give drivers adequate time to safely select the proper lane, especially during rush hour when traffic can cover up existing pavement markings. 

#038
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Posted by Zack D on 04/16/2022 at 9:30am [Comment ID: 4829] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 6, Disagree: 0

Please extend the bike lanes throughout the project area as protected bike lanes. There is not enough traffic or even enough projected traffic to justify four travel lanes

Reply by Dexter Clifton on 04/17/2022 at 10:15pm [Comment ID: 4884] - Link
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

This please!
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