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CURBSIDE

FOOD SCRAPS
COLLECTION

A Guide To Using Your NEW Collection Service

COMPOSTABLES

ORGANICS

Beginning on September 6, 2021, Arlington County is expanding residential organics
collection services to include food scraps co-collected in the green organics cart,
along with yard trimmings. This new service has the potential to divert up to 20%
of the residential waste stream from incineration to composting among many other
environmental benefits. Arlington will be the first jurisdiction in Virginia to provide
food scraps collection to all residential customers.

How to compost food scraps
Food scraps collection will be part of the standard curbside
service for all residential customers.
Participation in the food scraps collection program is
accomplished in 3 easy steps.
• Step 1 - Place food scraps in your County-provided collection
caddy (or your own container) lined with a compostable bag.
A list of acceptable materials will be provided to residents. A
good rule of thumb is: “If it grows, it goes.”
• Step 2 - Place food scraps contained in compostable bags,
paper bags or loose in the green organics cart along with
yard trimmings.
• Step 3 - Place the green organics cart at the curb every
week on your collection day by 6:00 am. Crews will pick up
the food scraps with regular curbside collection.

6%

potential recycling
rate increase

+3000

tons diverted from
incineration

How will my other carts and
collection be affected?
Trash: Instead of placing food scraps and food-soiled paper into
your black trash cart, place them in your GREEN organics cart.
Recycling: No changes! Continue to place recyclables (plastics,
metals, cardboard and paper) loose in your BLUE recycling cart.

Compost
regenerates
soils

Food Scraps Collection in Arlington County begins
September 6th on your regular weekly trash pickup day.
Here’s how:
COLLECT
Collect food scraps in a countertop pail using compostable bags
ORGANICS

ORGANICS

PLACE CURBSIDE
Place bags of food scraps in
green organics cart and place
cart at curb on your pickup day
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WEEKLY PICKUP
Crews will pick up the
food scraps weekly

What happens to the food scraps we collect?
The materials in your green cart do not go to a landfill. They are composted
into a natural resource.

Collection crews take the material from
your green organics cart and transport
it to an advanced composting facility in
Prince William County.

The material is processed to remove contamination and non-organic materials. It
is then placed in aerated bunkers, where
microorganisms begin to break it down and
heat up the pile to very high temperatures.

After about 5 months, the material
breaks down and is transformed into an
earthy, soil-like material called compost.

Compost is used to fertilize plants and
gardens and is used as a soil amendment
to improve soil quality and structure.
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Collecting food scraps is easy!
A countertop container provides the easiest method
for collecting scraps and leftovers. The County has
provided a food scraps collection caddy but any coffee can or food storage container with a tight-fitting
lid can be used as a compost collector. Composting
food scraps and food-soiled paper is simply a matter
of modifying how we collect and dispose of them.
Collect in your container and dispose in your green
organics cart instead of the black trash cart.
• Keep your caddy in a convenient location in the
kitchen, such as the countertop or under the
sink.
• Line your caddy with a compostable or biodegradable bag. As you prepare meals and clean up,
place food scraps and food-soiled paper into the
caddy.
• Tie the bag and drop it in your green organics cart prior to setting it out for your weekly trash and recycling curbside pickup.

Compostable bags are readily available through online sellers and
at many retailers and grocery stores. As an alternative you may also
use brown paper bags to line the caddy or collection container.

What’s the difference between plastic bags and
compostable/biodegradable bags?
While plastic bags and some compostable bags may look the
same, there is a big difference. Plastic bags are inorganic and
contaminate the end product. Compostable bags break down
completely during the composting process.

4

What can I compost? If it grows, it goes!
Acceptable food scraps include any organic materials like fruits, vegetables, peels,
rinds, meat, seafood, bones, grains, dairy, seeds/nuts/pits, and cooking oil, fats and
grease. Soiled paper towels and napkins (unless contaminated by cleaning chemicals), and greasy pizza boxes may also be composted. A good rule of thumb is, “if it
grows, it goes.”
Unacceptable items are known as contaminants and, ultimately, impact the quality
of the finished compost product. Although the composting facility has contamination
removal processes and procedures, the best way to keep contamination out of the
finished product is to keep it out of the green cart in the first place. If you have questions or are not sure about how to dispose of an item, please consult our directory at
recycling.arlingtonva.us.

COMPOSTABLES
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Meat, ﬁsh, poultry, bones
Dairy products (yogurt, cheese)
Vegetable and fruit trimmings
Egg shells and coffee grounds
Table scraps
Nuts, seeds, pits
Bread, pasta, rice
Paper towels and napkins
Paper coffee ﬁlters
Greasy pizza boxes
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How do I keep my caddy clean?
These tips may help reduce odors and avoid the “ickiness” associated
with rotting or spoiled food scraps:
• Always use a liner in your countertop caddy. You
can use a compostable or paper bag.
• Drain excess liquid from food scraps before
placing in the caddy.
• Paper towels or newspaper can be placed at the
bottom of your container to absorb moisture and
manage odors.
• Periodically wash the caddy in the dishwasher or
by hand, dry and sprinkle the inside with baking soda.

PRO TIP
Placing scraps in the freezer can slow the decomposition of
food, reduce odors, prevent flies and help compostable bags
last longer. Consider freezing food scraps like meat, poultry and
fish until it’s time to place the food scraps in the green organics
cart for collection day.

Food scraps collection and food waste reduction
The implementation of the food scraps collection program provides the platform to increase awareness of each of our roles in reducing food waste and promoting healthy
soils. Going forward, educational efforts will focus on preventing food waste, which
could save many households money. Other benefits include, learning to make better
use of leftovers, minimizing spoilage by storing refrigerated and perishable items
properly, and most importantly, that each of us has a direct role in reducing food
waste both inside and outside the home.
According to the EPA, some of the many benefits of reducing wasted food include:
• Saving money from buying less food.
• Reducing methane emissions from landfills and lowers your carbon footprint.
• Conserving energy and resources, preventing pollution involved in the growing,
manufacturing, transporting, and selling of food (not to mention hauling the food
waste and then landfilling it).
• Supporting your community by providing donated untouched food that would
have otherwise gone to waste to those who might not have a steady food supply.
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Tips for managing the green
organics cart
Food scraps are now co-collected with yard
trimmings in the green organics cart. The addition
of food scraps to the green cart will have no
impact on the existing yard trimmings collection
program. You should continue to put yard
trimmings loose directly in the green organics cart.
Yard trimmings that do not fit in the green cart
should be placed curbside in paper yard waste
bags or an additional cart/trash container for yard
trimmings.
No matter how full your green cart is, the County
encourages you to set it out every week to help
keep it clean. Crews will still collect your green
cart, regardless of the amount of compostable
material.
Here are a few tips to help reduce odors, moisture and pests:
• Place yard trimmings, newspaper or a pizza box at the bottom of the
cart as a first layer to absorb moisture.
• Place food scraps in a compostable or paper bag before disposing in
the green organics cart to prevent food from sticking to the cart.
• Use a garden hose to rinse your cart with mild soap and water.
• Set your green organics cart out every week.
• Keep the lid closed.
• Store your cart in a shaded area.
Need a green organics cart? You may request one by calling the DES
Customer Contact Center at 703-228-5000 during weekday business
hours or request one online by visiting the program webpage at
recycling.arlingtonva.us/food-scraps-collection.

If you have questions or are not sure about how to dispose of an item,
please consult our directory at recycling.arlingtonva.us.
For more information on food scraps visit:
recycling.arlingtonva.us/food-scraps-collection.
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A partir del 6 de septiembre de 2021, el condado de Arlington estará expandiendo
servicios de recolección, incluyendo productos orgánicos. Los restos de comida
serán recolectados conjuntamente en el carro de productos orgánicos verdes, junto
con los recortes del jardín. Este nuevo servicio tiene el potencial de desviar hasta
un 20% del flujo de residuos residenciales llevados desde la incineración hasta el
compostaje, entre muchos otros beneficios ambientales. Arlington será la primera
jurisdicción en Virginia en proporcionar al recolección de restos de comida a todos
los clientes residenciales.
La recolección de restos de comida en el condado de Arlington
comienza el 6 de septiembre en su día habitual de recolección
de basura.
Así es cómo:

ORGANICS

RECOGER
Recolecte los restos de comida en
el carrito de recolección provisto
por el condado usando bolsas
para compostaje.

ORGANICS

COLOCAR EN LA ACERA
Coloque bolsas de restos de
comida en el carrito de productos
orgánicos verdes y colóquelo en
la acera el día de la recolección.

RECOGIDA SEMANAL
Nuestros recolectores
recogerán las sobras de
comida semanalmente, el
mismo día que recogen el
carrito de basura y reciclaje.

PRODUCTOS DE COMPOST
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Carne, pescado, aves, huesos
Productos lácteos (yogurt, queso)
Cáscaras de frutas y verduras
Cáscaras de huevo y café al grano
Restos de alimentos
Nueces, semillas
Pan, pasta, arroz
Toallas de papel y servilletas
Filtros de papel para café
Cajas de pizza grasosas

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
SOLID WASTE BUREAU
4300 29th St. S., Arlington, VA 22206
703-228-5000
recycling.arlingtonva.us

