November 2020

MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING CHIEF OF POLICE
November 11th marked Veterans Day, a dedicated time to pause and honor the men and women who
bravely serve and sacrifice for our country. Arlington is currently home to approximately 13,000
veterans with thousands more having previously called Arlington home. With sincere gratitude, I share
my appreciation to all the active-duty military and veterans within the Arlington community.
I am especially proud of our Arlington County Police veterans who have answered the call to serve
both country and community. Our staff have served in every branch of the Armed Services and one
officer is currently on extended military leave serving with the Army National Guard. We are committed
to honoring their service and have presented each with a military service commendation pin which they
can proudly display on their police uniform.
The Department also recognizes the value veterans bring to the workforce. In 2018, we became a V3, Virginia Values Veterans,
certified employer, through the Virginia Department of Veterans Services. Military service members and veterans interested in
making the transition to a career in law enforcement are encouraged to visit our website and/or contact a police recruiter.
Sincerely,
Andy Penn
Acting Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated one complaint against personnel in the month of November.
The Department received seven personnel commendations from the community in the month of November.
Personnel attended 1,484 hours of training. Highlights include, but are not limited to, Community Policing Defined, Ethical
Decision Making, Constitutional and Community Policing, Firearms Training, Taser Use Certification, and National Incident
Management System courses.
There were two applications of Narcan by officers for obvious narcotics overdoses prior to the arrival of medics on scene.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•

•
•
•

•

The Human Resources Management Section (HRMS) hosted a socially distanced Principles of Government Service Awards
(PGSAs) and a promotional ceremony on November 12th. The event was attended by County Manager Mark Schwartz. The
event recognized the promotion of seven individuals to the rank of Sergeant, Lieutenant, and Captain. 42 employees were
honored with PGSAs, including awards for Valor, Life Saving, High Quality Service, and Teamwork.
The HRMS processed four officers who tested positive for COVID-19 for the month of November. A total of 20 were
determined to have been exposed and quarantined for a total of 260 days.
The Department recognized the retirement of four individuals on November 6, 2020. Captain C. Hennigh, and Corporals L.
Garcia, B. Lennon, and M. Lennon who contributed more than 100 years of service to the Arlington Community.
Master Police Officer Domfe, currently assigned as an instructor at the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice Training Academy
(NVCJA), recently completed Active Bystandership for Law Enforcement (ABLE) instructor school and later taught this
course to recruits in Session 143 at NVCJA. This course teaches the necessary skills for officers to intervene before
incidents have negative outcomes, regardless of rank or title.
Two of the Department's recruit officers in Session 143 were chosen as vice president of their respective sections. Their
selections build upon the tradition of excellence demonstrated by ACPD recruit officers at the NVCJA year after year.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month
November
Total (Year to Date)

2019

2020

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

287
3,314

24
301

311
3,615

171
2,402

2
147

173
2,554

OFFENSE DATA 2
November

All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2019

2020

1,039
0
6
32
72
13
3
52
69
220
75
15
7
191

938
0
7
20
61
13
14
26
66
157
59
18
12
111

1

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case types do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
November in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information
can be found in the Police Newsroom, Daily Crime Report, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
COLD CASE UPDATE - In March 1989, an ACPD detective observed Jose Angel Rodriguez-Cruz dragging his estranged
wife, Marta Haydee Rodriguez, down the street. He was taken into police custody and charged. On May 18, 1989, Marta
was supposed to appear in court to testify against Jose but failed to appear out of fear for Jose’s violent tendencies. On May
26, 1989, Marta’s roommate reported her missing when she did not return home from work the day prior. Marta was entered as
a missing person, but she was never located, and the investigation went cold. In 2017, while speaking with cold case
detectives with the Metropolitan Police Department, Jose confessed to killing his former girlfriend, Pamela Butler, in 2009. At
that time, Arlington County officially re-opened Marta’s missing persons' case. Lab analysis of DNA yielded a hit on the remains
of a previously unidentified female found in 1991 along I-95 in Stafford County, very close in proximity to where Jose claimed to
have disposed of Pamela Butler. In October 2019, the case was presented to a Stafford County Grand Jury, securing
indictments for 1st degree murder and concealment of a dead body against Jose. On November 16, 2020, Jose pled guilty to
second degree murder for the killing of Marta. He will be sentenced in February 2021 and faces a maximum sentence of 40
years.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS (continued)
MENTAL HEALTH, 2020-11090106, 1400 block of N. Jackson Street. Police were dispatched to a dispute in progress
between relatives in which one had threatened self-harm. On-scene police negotiators requested Department of Human
Services clinicians to assist at the scene and de-escalate the incident. Police were later called back to the location for
the subject threatening suicide with a knife. The subject had left the residence carrying a knife and was disarmed and
detained, at great physical risk to officers, for further mental health treatment.
ELUDING, 2020-11250027, I-395 at S. King Street. An officer on patrol conducted a traffic stop for invalid registration
and determined the driver had a suspended license. The driver fled from the stop at a high rate of speed. The
unoccupied vehicle was later located in Alexandria by Virginia State Police. Two search warrants were obtained and
executed on the vehicle resulting in the recovery of a loaded firearm, narcotics and packaging/distribution materials.
Multiple arrest warrants were obtained.
BURGLARY/GRAND LARCENY, 2020-10290105, 1000 block of N. Fillmore Street. Between October 19 and October
29, a suspect entered a storage facility, burglarized at least eight units, removed property and re-secured the stolen
property in a vacant unit. Detectives obtained documents from Property Management and recognized the suspect as a
currently wanted individual. The suspect was arrested in Montgomery County, MD, and is awaiting extradition to Virginia.
LARCENY FROM AUTO/CREDIT CARD THEFT/FRAUD, 2020-09140139, 4800 block of Old Dominion Drive.
Throughout the summer, suspects targeted the parking lots of country and tennis clubs, stealing credit and debit cards
from unoccupied vehicles. Working with regional partners, detectives received information that the suspects committed
similar offenses in Maryland and identified them from security camera footage. The suspects were apprehended in
Maryland and charges are pending in Arlington.
BURGLARY/GRAND LARCENY/LARCENY WITH INTENT TO SELL, 2020-11200122, 3700 block of Columbia Pike. On
November 20, patrol officers responded to the report of a late burglary. While on scene, they identified and detained the
suspect and determined he burglarized the business the prior evening and stole approximately $2,000 in power tools.
Detectives identified a known associate of the suspect whom the suspect had requested to store the stolen power tools
until they could be sold for profit.
BURGLARY, 2020-06240233, 2700 block of S. Glebe Road. On June 24, an unknown suspect forced entry to a gas
station and stole over $1,000 worth of cigarettes. Video of the incident was recovered and showed the suspect wearing
eyeglasses consistent with a pair recovered at the scene. Officers recognized the suspect from a separate investigation.
A search warrant was executed, and DNA linked the suspect to the eyeglasses. Warrants for Burglary, Grand Larceny
and Larceny with Intent to Sell were obtained.
POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO DISTRIBUTE COCAINE, 2020-08140047, N. Herndon Street at 13 th Street N. On
November 4, an Arlington detective and Fairfax County Police units were conducting surveillance in the 5500 block of
Seminary Road in an attempt to locate a known fugitive wanted for Possession with Intent to Distribute. The suspect was
observed and taken into custody without incident. Further distribution amounts of narcotics were located on his person.
Additional warrants were obtained and served.
POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO DISTRIBUTE COCAINE, 2020-11050142, 2700 block of Washington Boulevard. Police
executed a search warrant and recovered over 100 grams of cocaine. Three suspects were arrested and charged. The
investigation is ongoing.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2020-11280004, S. Clark Street at 23rd Street S. A patrol officer stopped three subjects inside
a parked vehicle after observing behavior consistent with narcotics use. Upon further investigation, two concealed
handguns were recovered as well as approximately ¼ pound of marijuana, a large quantity of Schedule II pills, multiple
cell phones and over $11,000 in cash. The suspects were arrested for narcotics and firearms offenses.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of November in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•

•
•

•

The Department participated in Click It or Ticket, a national campaign aimed at reducing the number of fatalities that occur
when drivers and passengers fail to buckle their seatbelts. From November 16th through November 29th, police enforced
applicable traffic laws with the goal of educating drivers and passengers about the dangers of traveling without a seatbelt.
The campaign resulted in the issuance of 601 speeding citations and 19 seat belt violations.
The Special Operation Section (SOS) supported 10 significant escorts during the month of November, including funeral
escorts for two members of the U.S. Armed Forces that were killed in action.
The Alcohol Saturation Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by
identifying, stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working ASAP
made three DUI arrests, four felony arrests, issued 50 traffic summonses, 15 reckless driving summonses, and
apprehended one fugitive.
Midnight officers were detailed as DUI enforcement units during two shifts for the month of November. This initiative was
focused on previously identified locations in the County that have had the highest number of alcohol-related
crashes during the past twelve months.

NOVEMBER DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Hours in
November

Program
Radar Speed Enforcement

338

Red Light

99

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

43

Crash Reduction Program

250

CRASHES
Crashes in
November

Crash Type
Total Crashes

87

Fatal Crashes

0

Serious Injury Crashes

2

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

4

CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
November

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
November
2,171

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of November in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY EVENTS
•
The Community Outreach Teams organized/participated in five community events this month.
•
Thanksgiving Turkey distribution at Barcroft Elementary School.
•
The Homeless Outreach Program and Department of Human Services partnered to distribute backpacks filled with
personal protective equipment (PPE), hygiene items, clothing and food essential items to unsheltered individuals
ahead of the Thanksgiving holiday.
•
Officers provided traffic control and scene security at the pop-up COVID testing site in the Gates of Ballston on
November 17th.
•
Two of the four Holiday Fill the Cruiser toy collection events were held during November; the first was held on
November 20th at Lee Harrison Shopping Center and the second was held on November 23rd at Ballston Quarter.
Both were successful, as the beginning of the season was met with outstanding generosity from Arlington
community members.
•
Members distributed toy collection boxes to the Celtic House and Freddy's Beach Bar.
•
The Community Outreach Teams organized/participated in four civic association/public meetings and addressed six citizen
community-related complaints.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Teams continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and safely
disposed of 176.01 lbs. of unused, unwanted or expired prescription medications turned in to the four secure locations.
ENGAGEMENT
•
On November 18th, members of the Community Outreach Teams, accompanied by FRK9 Brooks, put on a parade and
handed out trinkets to children in the Arlington-East Falls Church neighborhood for a 4-year-old's birthday.
•
Patrol Officers participated in a vehicle parade for Father John Van de Paer who was celebrating his 100th birthday. The
event was held by Missionhurst CICM and Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary and involved approximately 80
vehicles.
•
Officer Velez provided fellow day-shift officers with holiday bears to handout to children in Arlington that they encounter while
on patrol. The bears are handmade by the mother of slain Metropolitan Police Department Officer Paul Dittamo.
•
Evening-shift Officers assigned to Charlie Squad donated in excess of $1,000 to the Northern Virginia Chapter of National
Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives (NOBLE) for their annual Thanksgiving Fund Drive. These contributions
provided Thanksgiving meals to six Arlington families in need.
AUXILIARY UNIT
•
Auxiliary Officers provided a total of 166 hours of service for the month (2,829 year to date in 2020). This service includes 55
safety seat inspections, 70 bicycle registrations, one special event and 16 hours of bike patrol.
HOMELESS OUTREACH PROGRAM (HOP)
•
The Homeless Outreach Program received 10 referrals for service, had 30 contacts with individuals in need of services,
placed two persons into shelter care or housing.
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS
•
During this holiday season, members of the School Resource Officers Unit are participating in a retail theft program, by
providing high visibility patrols at the County’s malls and shopping areas, to reduce larcenies and crimes against individuals.
•
ACPD wants the community to have a safe and happy holiday season and encourages the public to be mindful of
these safety tips when shopping in-stores.
•
SRO Stewart teamed with Arlington Public Schools (APS) and conducted 29 virtual substance abuse presentations to APS
students.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
The Nightlife Detail saw a decrease in patron counts in Clarendon and Crystal City during the month of November, which
can be directly related to the Governor's Amended Executive Orders (EO) 63 and 67 that went into effect on Monday,
November 16th, 2020. The Amended EO's prohibit the selling, possession, and consumption of alcohol both on and off the
premises of establishment's after 10 p.m. Mixed alcohol cocktails can be sold via delivery or take-out until 11 p.m. and beer
and wine until 12 a.m.
•
Members of the ARI organized/participated in meetings and calls with restaurant owners in Clarendon and Crystal City to
ensure understanding and compliance with EO 67, created communications materials and distributed a list serv newsletter
for restaurants regarding the Governor's Amended EO's 63 and 67.
•
ARI members conducted a review of 5 establishments where their permits or live entertainment permits were up for review.
ELECTION
•
On Election Day, officers conducted increased patrols near polling places. No significant issues were reported.
•
The Operations Support Section met with and checked-in Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) volunteers
assisting with traffic and crowd management who received applicable training in October.
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
•
Alternative Transportation is a state-funded initiative to provide safe and secure transportation for those under a temporary
detention order (TDO) to treatment facilities throughout the Commonwealth. The transportation is trauma-informed and
focused on the individuals’ recovery and engagement in treatment. This program affords the department the opportunity to
utilize resources to focus on other areas of concern in the community. On November 18, the private contract service for
Alternative Transport functions, G4S, performed their first transport of a temporary detention order (TDO) client to Poplar
Springs Hospital in Petersburg, VA.
CITIZEN’S POLICE ACADEMY
•
The 24th Citizen’s Police Academy concluded in November with 25 community members graduating from the program
during a virtual ceremony. During November, the following classes were held in a virtual format due to changing COVID-19
protocols:
•
Judicial Panel: Class members participated in a panel discussion with Parisa Dehghani-Tafti, Commonwealth's
Attorney for Arlington and the City of Falls Church, the Honorable Frances O'Brien, Arlington County General
District Court Judge, and Bradley Haywood, Arlington County Public Defender.
•
Criminal Investigations Division: Detectives from the Homicide/Robbery Unit and the Special Victims Unit presented
recent cases and discussed various new and innovative investigative techniques used in cold case investigations.
•
Officer Wellness and Graduation: Members of the Department's Peer Support Team presented on the creation and
development of the Officer Wellness Program. Members of the Executive Staff and Deputy County Manager Jim
Schwartz participated in a discussion with participants prior to their graduation about their experiences in the
program
•
The 10-week program was extremely well received by participants. The next Citizen's Police Academy is tentatively
scheduled to begin in late Spring 2021.
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•
The Recruitment and Retention Unit hosted three testing dates for police officer applicants. In total, 32 applicants completed
the Police Entrance Exam and the Physical Ability Test (PAT), with 16 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of the
hiring process. There are four additional testing dates scheduled in December and January, with most dates already at
capacity with scheduled applicants. Additional dates will be added as needed to accommodate additional applicants for the
July 2021 Academy class.
•
In addition to testing held at Police Headquarters, the Unit hosted testing at Waynesburg University. Ten students
were tested, with eight applicants advancing to the next stage of the hiring process.
•
The Unit continues to use Handshake to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information about careers at the
Department. A hiring workshop for LatinX students was recently conducted using the platform.
•
The Unit is nearing completion of processing applicants for the 144th Session of NVCJA, which begins January 26, 2021.

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

FRK9 Brooks, our ADA service dog in training celebrated his 1st
birthday on November 25th by enjoying some extra toys, play time, and
treats.

The Community Outreach Team, alongside AHC Inc. and AFAC,
worked together to package items for the weekly food distribution,
including Thanksgiving turkeys.

ACPD hosted the 6th annual Holiday Fill the Cruiser event across two
locations during November, collecting new, unwrapped toy donations
from Arlingtonians to benefit children in need.

Jack, who is five years old, drew a picture of Cpl. Stalter and his police
motorcycle for a school project on community helpers. Jack was able
to give his drawing to Cpl. Stalter and check out his motorcycle.

The Homeless Outreach Program and the Department of Human
Services collected, filled and distributed backpacks of essential items
to unsheltered individuals during the week of Thanksgiving.

Community feedback was sought on draft Digital Evidence
Management System policies, regulating audio/video recordings
captured by body worn, in-car, and interview room cameras.
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