December 2020

MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING CHIEF OF POLICE
2020 was a year of milestones for our community. It marked the 100th anniversary of the naming of
Arlington County and 80 years of dedicated service by the men and women of this agency. These
celebrations were widely overshadowed by the year’s unprecedented challenges, but one constant that
remained was the resiliency of the Arlington community. When the agency asked you to help raise food and
holiday toy donations for families facing economic impacts from the pandemic, you answered the call to
help our neighbors in need. You also shared messages of support for our front-line healthcare workers and
public safety personnel, uplifting their spirits during these difficult times.
We also had a lot of meaningful and important dialogues about the future of policing in Arlington. These
conversations are ongoing and we remain fully committed to being actively engaged while working together to ensure policing
practices meet the shared values of the Arlington community. As part of this commitment, we recently joined 10 local police agencies
in establishing a Critical Incident Response Team (CIRT). This team will help promote transparency and accountability by
having investigators from outside law enforcement agencies perform the criminal investigations of certain critical incidents involving a
law enforcement officer.
2021 has brought its own unique challenges but I am confident that we will get through these times together as a community.
Sincerely,
Andy Penn
Acting Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated seven personnel complaints in the month of December.
The Department received eleven personnel commendations from the community in the month of December.
Personnel attended 2,464 hours of training for the month of December. Highlights of training topics include, but are not
limited to, Body Worn Camera Use, Community Policing Defined, Ethical Decision Making: Policing and Principled
Insight, First Aid/CPR/AED, Implicit Bias, and Peer Support Professional courses.
There were five applications of Narcan by officers for obvious narcotics overdoses prior to the arrival of medics on scene.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•
•

•
•

The Human Resources Management Section (HRMS) processed nine officers who tested positive for COVID-19 for the
month of December. A total of 46 officers were determined to have been exposed and quarantined for a total of 449 days.
On Friday, December 11, 2020, 12 recruit officers from Session 143 were sworn in as Arlington County Police Officers by
Paul Ferguson, Clerk of the Circuit Court of Arlington County. On December 14, Session 143 graduated from the Northern
Virginia Criminal Justice Training Academy (NVCJTA) and began their post-academy local training program the following
day. Post academy training is a four-week program designed to act as a bridge between basic training and field training,
where recruit officers learn Arlington specific protocols and procedures, including critical legal constructs, court and
courtroom procedures, methods pertaining to responding to in progress calls and DUI investigations. De-escalation
techniques are incorporated into and constantly reinforced throughout our department training curriculum.
The Training and Career Development Unit (TCDU) coordinated a Reality Based Training Instructor Course for 15 officers,
This course helps instructors to develop training curriculums and scenarios that emphasize and incorporate smart practices
like sound decision making and de-escalation.
The TCDU Unit coordinated legislative training for all sworn personnel, which was facilitated by Lindsay Brooker from the
Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office and MinhChau Corr from the Arlington County Attorney’s Office.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month
December
Total (Year to Date)

2019

2020

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

280
3,314

23
301

303
3,615

199
2,605

6
153

205
2,763

OFFENSE DATA 2
December
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2019

2020

1,083
0
7
7
75
22
20
64
69
229
101
15
7
191

1,001
0
8
8
67
30
26
42
66
159
68
5
8
100

1

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case types do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
December in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information
can be found in the Police Newsroom, Daily Crime Report, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
POSESSION WITH INTENT TO DISTRIBUTE, 2020-12030075, 6200 block of Lee Highway. Police executed a search
warrant on a person and residence and recovered Xanax pills. The suspect was arrested and charged with Possession
with Intent to Distribute a Schedule IV Substance and Possession with Intent to Distribute in a School Zone.
POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO DISTRIBUTE, 2020-12030055, 3700 block of 13 th Street S. While investigating an
overdose, police identified a suspect believed to have supplied the drugs. A search warrant was executed on the
suspect’s person and residence resulting in the recovery of oxycodone. The suspect was arrested and charged with
Distribution of a Controlled Substance and Possession with Intent to Distribute a Controlled Substance.
ROBBERY/AGGRAVATED MALICIOUS WOUNDING/USE OR DISPLAY OF A FIREARM IN THE COMMISSION OF A
FELONY, 2020-12050207, 2800 block of S. Buchanan Street. While investigating a non-contact shooting, it was
determined the victim was attempting to conduct the pre-arranged sale of narcotics at the time of the incident and had
provided inaccurate information to police. Police subsequently identified a fentanyl dealer. The investigation is ongoing.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS (continued)
POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO DISTRIBUTE, 2020-12190137, 1700 block of Richmond Highway. Police were called to
a hotel after staff located contraband in a room that was supposed to be vacant. While on-scene, the occupants returned
to the room and were detained. A search warrant was executed on the room, resulting in the recovery of
methamphetamine and loaded firearm magazines. Two suspects were arrested and charged with Possession with Intent
to Distribute Methamphetamine.
POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO DISTRIBUTE, 2020-12210029, 4200 block of 2 nd Road N. While investigating a
fatal overdose, police identified the source of drugs. The suspect was charged with Possession with Intent to Distribute
Fentanyl. A search warrant subsequently resulted in the recovery of two firearms and controlled substances.
BURGLARY, 202-12014008/2021-12180036, 1200 block of N. Fillmore Street/1200 block of N. Rolfe Street, Following
the report of the theft of electric bicycles, patrol units and detectives began to conduct follow-up investigation by
arranging the purchase of one bike which resulted in the arrest of one suspect. Based upon additional information
provided by the suspect, a second suspect was identified, and another stolen bike was determined to be linked to the two
suspects. Two search warrants were executed, resulting in the recovery of approximately $24,000 of property that had
been stolen by the two suspects. Detectives continue to investigate the case with the goal of recovering additional
property.
FRAUD, 2020-09020110, 1400 block of N. Courthouse Road. On December 15, detectives assigned to the Financial
Crimes Unit and Organized Crime Section executed a search warrant on a business and residence in Arlington related to
a joint investigation with the USDA Office of Inspector General. Over the course of several months, the investigation
determined that the suspects were exchanging Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits for cash.
Two suspects were charged with Credit Card Fraud and Forging Public Records. The investigation is ongoing and
additional charges are anticipated.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2020-12310019, 3300 block of Lee Highway. While conducting extra checks, police observed
a suspicious vehicle in the parking lot of a hotel and made contact with the occupants. A search of the vehicle yielded
narcotics and paraphernalia and resulted in officers making contact with a third person known to the occupants inside a
hotel room. Two suspects were arrested and charged with Possession of Schedule II Controlled Substance and a third
suspect was served with an outstanding warrant for Probation Violation.
ELUDING, 2020-12020231, 320 23 rd Street S. An officer on patrol conducted a traffic stop on a driver with no valid
operator's license. While the officer was conducting the investigation, the driver turned his vehicle back on and fled the
scene at a high rate of speed. The officer did not pursue the vehicle and a lookout was broadcast to neighboring
jurisdictions. The suspect subsequently wrecked the vehicle in Prince William County and was taken into custody by
Virginia State Police. Warrants for Felony Eluding, Driving While Revoked, and Identity Theft to Avoid Arrest were
obtained for the suspect.
NARCOTICS/WEAPONS VIOLATION, 2020-12070159, I-395 NB at S. Glebe Road. An officer on patrol conducted a
traffic stop on a vehicle and a search was conducted, which yielded distribution amounts of marijuana and two firearms.
The suspect was arrested and charged with Possession with Intent to Distribute Marijuana while in Possession of a
Firearm (x2) and Carrying a Concealed Weapon (x2).
POSSIBLE OVERDOSE, 2020-12080067, 900 block of N. Lincoln Street. Officers responded to the report of an
unconscious male lying face down. Upon arrival, officers determined he was not breathing. They began CPR and
administered Narcan until the arrival of medics. The subject regained shallow breathing and was transported to an area
hospital for evaluation.
SEX OFFENSE, 2020-12080149, 1425 N. Courthouse Road. Police were contacted by the victim, who had received text
messages containing videos of the known suspect allegedly touching himself inappropriately. The suspect was arrested
the next day and charged with Use of Computer for Harassment and Production, Sale, Possession of Obscene Material.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of December in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•

•
•

•

Effective January 1, 2021, holding a hand-held communication device while driving will be illegal in Virginia. The
Department deployed signboards across various locations in Arlington during the month of December in an effort to
educate drivers and spread awareness about this new law. Distracted driving is a community issue that needs to be
addressed. Do your part, stay alert and attentive on the road.
The Special Operations Section (SOS) supported 11 significant escorts during the month of December, including funeral
escorts for two Medal of Honor recipients.
The Department participated in the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration's (NHTSA) Drive Sober or Get Pulled
Over campaign from December 18 through December 31. The campaign aims to educate the public in the dangers of
drunk driving and its consequences, as well as increase DUI enforcement due to the increased number of DUI fatalities
during the holiday season. The number of ASAP patrols were increased during this time frame in support of the
campaign.
The Alcohol Saturation Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadway safer by
identifying, stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working
ASAP made 8 DUI arrests, issued 74 traffic summonses, and 20 reckless driving summonses.

DECEMBER DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Hours in
December

Program
Radar Speed Enforcement

264

Red Light

92

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

19

Crash Reduction Program

148

CRASHES
Crashes in
December

Crash Type
Total Crashes

90

Fatal Crashes

0

Serious Injury Crashes

0

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

3

CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
December

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
December
1,779

SIGNIFICANT TRAFFIC EVENT
Rosslyn Building Implosion – December 13

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of December in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY EVENTS
• The Community Outreach Teams organized/participated in five community events this month, to include the following:
• Members presented at two scout troop meetings and participated in the Project Peace Community Forum related to
sexual assault and domestic violence.
• A socially-distanced holiday parade hosted by the Lyon Village Citizens Association.
• The final two of the four Holiday Fill the Cruiser toy collection events were held at Our Lady of Lourdes on December
1st and at Arlington Assembly of God on December 2nd. Both were successful, as officers were met with outstanding
generosity from Arlington community members. As a result, a total of 3,280 toy donations were received across the four
collection locations, as well as the Celtic House and Freddie’s Beach Bar.
• Members of the Community Outreach Teams continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and safely
disposed of 89 lbs. of unused, unwanted or expired prescription medications turned in to the four secure locations.
• Members participated in a continuation of the Homeless Outreach Programs (HOP) “Operation Backpack.” Additional
backpacks filled with personal protective equipment, winter essentials, and toiletries were donated and distributed to homeless
individuals throughout the County.
• Members of the Community Outreach Teams addressed five citizen community-related complaints.
ENGAGEMENT
• On December 18th, Patrol Officers from the School Resources Unit and Adam Squad participated in the Nottingham Elementary
School Christmas Parade.
• Lieutenant Washington of Charlie Squad donated wrapping paper to the Arlington Career Center to be used when wrapping
holiday gifts donated to Arlington families.
• Midnight shift officers conducted extra checks of Powhatan Springs Skatepark after receiving multiple community concerns of
alleged drug use, destruction of property, and trespassers at night. This resulted in officers educating several individuals of the
park rules and regulations.
• Evening shift officers conducted extra checks at a local house of worship. Officers made contact with leadership at these
locations and they were very appreciative of the proactive efforts to develop relationships.
• Captain Donahue, Commander of the Organized Crime Section, participated in a webinar hosted by the International
Association of Fire Chiefs. The webinar involved the Fire Department, the Department of Human Services, the Arlington County
Sheriff’s Office, and the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office and highlighted the Arlington Addiction Recovery Initiative program
in the fight against the opioid epidemic in Arlington.
• Throughout November and December, police were dispatched to numerous calls for service and multiple community members
contacted the Department regarding the report of juvenile subjects riding dirt bikes in an unsafe manner in the area of Fort
Barnard Park and the Green Valley civic association. Based upon information provided, it was determined that the manner in
which the bikes were ridden was endangering pedestrians, motorists, and patrons of the park. Patrol units, led by Officer
Duncan, began to investigate the reports and sought community assistance with reporting incidents and in identifying the
subjects. On December 23, a citizen reported observing the dirt bikes, however the subjects fled when police attempted to
make contact with them. Based upon information collected on December 23 and community tips, officers were able to locate
several vehicles in the 1800 block of S. Pollard Street. Officer Duncan subsequently made contact with the subjects and their
parents, educating them about the dangers of their behaviors and traffic violations to prevent further incidents.
AUXILIARY UNIT
•
Auxiliary officers provided a total of 178.5 hours of service for the month of December (3007.5 total hours in 2020). This
service includes 53 safety seat inspections, 48 bicycle registrations, one special event and 48 hours of road patrol.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
HOMELESS OUTREACH PROGRAM (HOP)
• The Homeless Outreach Program received 13 referrals for service and had 38 contacts with individuals in need of services.
• During the month, HOP assisted patrol units with a referral to an evaluation for shelter care for a homeless family of three, which included
a toddler.
• HOP was requested to assist regarding a growing encampment along Columbia Pike. With significant outreach efforts from multiple
county agencies, the individual was provided needed services, evaluation and support.
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS
• During the holiday season, members of the School Resource Officer (SRO) Unit participated in a retail theft program. While participating
at County malls and shopping areas, they responded to 55 calls for service, resulting in four felony and 12 misdemeanor arrests. These
arrests resulted in the recovery of over $1000 in merchandise and 15 trespassing notices being issued.
• Members of the SRO unit participating in this program have started a business education campaign to help educate stores on
available reporting options. Updated contact information is being gathered from retail stores and they are being provided with
information regarding our online reporting system.
• Members of the SRO Unit partnered with Arlington Public Schools to collect hat and glove donations to provide to students in need
throughout the County.
• The SRO Unit has formed a monthly working group with the Commonwealth Attorney’s Office and Juvenile Courts to discuss juvenile
crimes and deferral programs, such as restorative justice.
ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
• The Nightlife Detail during the month of December saw steady patron counts in Clarendon and Crystal City since November, which can
be attributed to the Governor’s Amended Executive Orders (EO) 63 and 67 that went into effect on November 16th, 2020. The Amended
EO’s 63 and 67 prohibit the selling, possession, and consumption of alcohol both on and off the premises of establishment’s after 10 p.m.
Mixed alcohol cocktails can be sold via delivery or take-out until 11 p.m. and beer and wine until 12 a.m. On December 10, Governor
Northam issued Executive Order 72. This EO did not change the provisions of Amended EO’s 63 and 67, except that it prohibits
restaurants from seating groups of ten or more individuals at one table.
• Members of the ARI organized/participated in five meetings regarding EO 67 and two meetings regarding EO 72 with restaurant owners
in Clarendon and Crystal City to ensure understanding and compliance, created communications materials, and sent two
email newsletters to restaurants regarding the Governor’s EO’s 63, 67 and 72.
• ARI members conducted a review of seven establishments where their permits or live entertainment permits were up for review.
INAUGURATION
• Throughout December, weekly meetings were held to discuss and prepare for the Inauguration. Additional meeting were held to discuss
the region’s Evacuation Transportation Plans and designated Emergency Service Areas for evacuation locations.
• Members of the Operational Support Section provided virtual training for the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) on
December 10th regarding Traffic and Crown Management. Approximately 30 members attended virtually, and the recording will be sent to
the remaining team members.
• On December 12th, members of the Operation Support Section along with members of the Special Operations Section (SOS)
coordinated and assisted with hands-on traffic control training for 15 CERT members.
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
• The Operational Support Section continues to liaison with the Department of Human Services and attend monthly meetings held by
different departments within the County, including the Mental Health Criminal Justice Review Committee and other diversionary
programs.
• The Alternative Transportation detail continued throughout December. Alternative Transportation is a state-funded initiative to provide safe
and secure transportation for those under a temporary detention order (TDO) to treatment facilities throughout the Commonwealth. The
transportation is trauma-informed and focused on the individuals’ recovery and engagement in treatment.
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
• Due to COVID-19 concerns, the Recruitment and Retention Unit tested two candidates for the position of Police Officer. In total, the
Department hired four additional applicants in December. Academy Session 144 began on January 26, 2021 with 23 recruit officers.
• The Unit continues to use Handshake to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information about careers at ACPD.

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

Officer Velez distributed handmade bears made by the mother of
fallen MPD Officer Paul Dittamo to help spread holiday cheer during
the Nottingham Elementary School Holiday Parade.

On December 11, twelve Recruit Officers from Session 143 were
sworn in by Paul Ferguson, Clerk of the Circuit Court. These same
officers graduated from the Training Academy on December 14.

Friends of Officer Montoya and their families graciously donated
backpacks filled with winter essentials and toiletries. These backpacks
were distributed to unsheltered individuals within the County.

In this challenging and unprecedented year, our friends from The Celtic
House answered the call and collected generous toy donations so we
could spread holiday cheer to as many children as possible.

School Resource Officers delivered holiday toy donations from the
community and Prospect House to Arlington Public Schools to ensure
those in need had a toy to open during the holiday season.

Each year, we are humbled by the continued, generous support of
Freddie’s Beach Bar staff and patrons to ensure the holidays are merry
and bright for children in need with their toy donations.
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