September 2021

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
The most significant issue currently facing our agency is staffing. ACPD’s authorized strength is 376
sworn officers with 10 of those positions frozen during the FY 2022 budget. Currently, our on-board
sworn staff is 334 officers. Functionally, we are operating at 277 officers due to members being in a
training status to become a solo police officer and light-duty assignments due to medical restrictions.

Law enforcement agencies across our region and the U.S. are struggling to retain qualified police officers
and finding it equally challenging to recruit new members to the profession. Here in Arlington, the police
department completed a strategic restructuring in 2018 due to a significant reduction in our workforce.
Since then, we have been successful in hiring larger classes of recruit officers, but this has not offset the
number of departures due to attrition, retirements and officers seeking other opportunities.
Despite the recruitment and retention challenges, we are very fortunate to have dedicated officers who continue providing high
quality law enforcement services while taking on additional workloads to help fill our vacant shifts, staff special events and work
extra details to maintain public safety. I recognize it is not sustainable to continue to ask our officers to take on additional
responsibilities and our HR Section is actively working to recruit qualified candidates to join upcoming academy sessions.
There are currently 23 recruit officers in training who will be released to solo patrol at the beginning of November. At that time, we
will review our allocation of resources to determine what structural changes may be necessary to maintain public safety and a
sustainable work-life balance.
Sincerely,
Andy Penn
Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•
•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated three personnel complaints for the month of September.
The Department received 11 personnel commendations for the month of September, including three community letters,
seven emails from community members and one from another law enforcement agency.
Personnel attended 2,874 hours of training in September. Highlights of training topics include, but are not limited to, First
Line Supervisor School, Situational Awareness in Interpersonal Interactions and Understanding Implicit Bias.
There were two applications of Narcan by officers for obvious narcotics overdoses prior to the arrival of medics on scene.
There was one application of Tactical Emergency Casualty Care (TECC) by officers prior to the arrival of medics on scene.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•

•
•
•

The Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police presented Corporal Bennett with the Award for Valor for heroism displayed in the
face of an imminent threat. On December 30th, 2019, officers responded to a bank robbery and arrested the suspect on the
Courthouse Metro platform. The arrestee suddenly bolted towards the tracks as a train was oncoming and Corporal Bennett
risked his own personal safety to save the individual from being struck. Read more about his act of valor.
The Optimist Club of Arlington presented the Law Enforcement Award to members of the former School Resource Officer
(SRO) Unit in recognition of their distinguished and dedicated service to the Arlington community.
The Department celebrated the retirements of Deputy Chief Adrienne Quigley, Lieutenant Angela Comer, Lieutenant Jeremy
Rima, Sergeant Paul Marseilles and Corporal Garnell Stewart. We are thankful for their years of dedicated service to the
Arlington community and wish them all the best in their future endeavors.
ACPD's Command Staff hosted an employee appreciation BBQ in recognition of the invaluable contributions of our officers,
civilian staff and dispatchers to the safety and well-being of Arlington. We are grateful for their unwavering commitment,
dedication and professionalism.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month
September
Total (YTD)

2019

20203

2021

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

282
2,473

23
227

305
2,700

191
2,006

10
137

201
2,143

218
1,903

1
40

219
1,943

OFFENSE DATA 2
September
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2019

20203

2021

1,050
0
4
21
75
37
14
47
81
174
93
14
7
230

1,181
0
15
24
80
23
12
106
150
150
102
9
8
135

1,130
0
14
27
102
20
19
44
62
178
90
19
10
84

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case types do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.
3 Monthly data for CY 2020 is reflective of impacts during COVID-19 closures. As a result, three years worth of data has been added to this report to allow
for a multi-year comparison.
1

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
September in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information
can be found in the Police News & Crime Reports, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
REGIONAL ASSISTANCE AT THE U.S. CAPITOL
On Saturday, September 18 th, Arlington County Police Officers
joined our regional law enforcement partners in providing
assistance to the United States Capitol Police Department during
planned events in Washington D.C. Officers responded to assist
our law enforcement partners in maintaining peace and order in
the event of a significant disturbance or unrest. Inter-agency
partnerships are an important tool in ensuring public safety during
large scale events. Thank you to our dedicated officers for your
continued commitment to ensuring the safety of residents,
businesses and visitors of the region.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-06250220. On August 20 th, a detective assigned to the Drug Enforcement Unit obtained
two arrest warrants for a suspect following an investigation into the distribution of fentanyl which occurred in Arlington
County on June 25 th, 2021. The suspect was subsequently apprehended in Culpeper, VA on the outstanding Arlington
warrants. An inventory of the suspect’s vehicle incident to arrest yielded approximately 112 grams of suspected fentanyl,
approximately 50 capsules containing an unknown substance and five cell phones. The investigation is ongoing.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, DEA Case GD-20-0055. With the assistance of the United States Marshals Service, the
suspect was arrested on an outstanding federal warrant charging Conspiracy to Distribute Crystal Methamphetamine in
the Eastern District of Virginia. At the time of arrest, the suspect was in possession of an additional ten grams of
methamphetamine and a check for $53,000. During the course of the investigation, a total of over 13 pounds of
methamphetamine and 25 gallons of GHB has been seized that was supplied or destined for the suspect. The
investigation is ongoing.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, DEA Case GD-21-0026. The defendant was part of a conspiracy to distribute a controlled
substance that resulted in a fatal overdose in Arlington County. The case was prosecuted through the U.S. District Court,
Eastern District of Virginia and following a plea, he was sentenced to seven years.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-09130131, NB I-395 at Boundary Channel Drive. On September 13 th, a patrol officer
traveling in the area observed a vehicle driving on the right-hand shoulder and conducted a traffic stop. During a search
of the vehicle, the officer located distribution amounts of LSD, psilocybin and marijuana, as well as packaging materials
and multiple cell phones. The suspect was arrested and charged with narcotics offenses.
WEAPONS VIOLATION, 2021-09110218, 300 block of 23 rd Street S. On September 11 th, an officer on patrol observed a
vehicle parked in a ‘no parking’ zone and upon running the tag, was alerted that the registered owner had an outstanding
warrant for his arrest. During the course of the investigation, officers located the suspect and took him into custody
without incident. During a search of the vehicle, two firearms and items consistent with drug paraphernalia were
recovered. A search of the suspect incident to arrest resulted in the recovery of additional suspected narcotics. The
suspect was arrested and charged with firearms and narcotics offenses.
WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-08210272, 2200 block of S. Shirlington Road. Following an investigation into a robbery that
occurred on August 21 st, detectives identified the suspect and obtained an arrest warrant. On Friday, September 10 th,
members of the department’s Tactical Unit located the suspect and took him into custody without incident.

WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-09130133, Washington Boulevard at Lee Highway. On September 13 th, a patrol officer
observed a suspect that he recognized as wanted by Metro Transit Police for larceny. The suspect was stopped and the
warrant was confirmed. During a search incident to arrest, narcotics were located on the suspect. He was arrested and
charged with narcotics offenses.
RECOVERED STOLEN AUTO, 2021-09250122, 800 block of Army Navy Drive. On September 25 th, patrol officers
received an alert for a stolen vehicle and located it parked and unoccupied. The suspect was taken into custody without
incident when he returned to the vehicle.
LARCENY/WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-09050151, 1100 block of S. Hayes Street. On September 5 th, officers on foot
patrol for training encountered a suspect running towards them with an armful of sunglasses. After seeing them, he
dropped the sunglasses. While trying to pick them up, the officers engaged the suspect and determined he had just
stolen the sunglasses from a business. Although the suspect initially provided false identification, officers determined his
correct identity and discovered that he had several outstanding warrants. He was arrested and charged.
OVERDOSE, 2021-09050117, 2700 block of S. Richmond Highway. On September 5 th, officers were dispatched to the
report of a cardiac arrest. Upon arrival, officers determined the victim was suffering from a narcotics overdose. Two
doses of Narcan were administered with success and officers rendered aid until medics arrived. The victim was
transported to a local hospital for observation. The investigation continues.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of September in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•
•
•

•
•
•

The Special Operations Section (SOS) assisted with eight escorts and 12 Special Events during the month of September.
During the last two weeks of September, the SOS assisted with the dignified escorts of United States Marine Corps Staff
Sergeant Darrin T. Hoover and Sergeant Nicole Gee who were laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery. Both service
members were killed in action during a suicide bomber attack outside of Kabul Airport on August 26 th, 2021.
On September 11th, 2021, the SOS assisted with multiple events throughout Arlington, including:
•
The Pentagon Memorial Ceremony
•
A visit to the Pentagon by the President and Vice President of the United States
•
The Memorial Service at Fire Station #5
•
The Arlington Police, Fire, Sheriff and ECC 9-11 Memorial 5K
The SOS participated in the 42nd Mid-Atlantic Police Rodeo held on September 23rd through the 25th.
Officers continued enforcement of the hands-free law and allocated a total of 43 hours towards these efforts.
The Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by
identifying, stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working ASAP
made 10 DUI arrests, issued 38 traffic summons and six reckless driving summonses, and made two felony arrests.

DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Hours in
September

Program
Radar Speed Enforcement

215.5

Red Light

127.5

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement
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40

Crash Reduction Program

23.5

CRASHES
Crashes in
September

Crash Type
Total Crashes

135

Fatal Crashes

0

Serious Injury Crashes

7

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

11

USMC SGT Nicole Gee escort to Arlington National
Cemetery – September 27th
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CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
September

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
September
1,323

42nd Mid-Atlantic Police Motor Rodeo –
September 24th & 25th

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of September in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY EVENTS
•
The Community Outreach Unit participated in 10 civic association, community and partnership meetings, attended five
community events, conducted 10 community presentations, and addressed 18 community-related concerns from residents.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and safely
disposed of 139.4 pounds of unused, unwanted, or expired prescription medications turned into the four secure locations.
•
Police Chief Andy Penn, along with members of the Community Outreach Unit, wrapped up the Community Conversation
with the Chief events during the month of September. These events served as an informal opportunity to gather feedback
from the community, which will inform Chief Penn's strategic plans for the agency moving forward.
•
The Community Outreach Unit attended numerous community events this month including the Annual Glencarlyn
Days celebration and pancake breakfast, gave a presentation to seniors at Culpepper Gardens on safe driving,
attended Arm & Arm's Shop Talk, participated in a live podcast with Arlington for Justice, attended a Latino community event
at Larkspur apartments, and met with the Ethiopian Community Development Council regarding their Victim of Crime
Advocate Program.
ENGAGEMENT
•
The 25th Community Police Academy began on Thursday, September 16 th with a welcome message from Chief Penn.
During the ten-week program, participants will learn more about how the Arlington County Police Department operates, its
role in the community and how officers are trained.
•
Ongoing COVID concerns prevented officers from attending the birthday celebration for a resident of the Jefferson, however,
the Community Outreach Unit sent her a video message to share well wishes on her 104th birthday.
•
With schools back in session, the Community Outreach and Youth Outreach Units participated in the annual back to school
traffic and pedestrian safety campaigns, and, as necessary, assisted students and parents with filing police reports,
conducting follow up investigations, and addressing community concerns.
•
Members of the Honor Guard attended numerous commemorative events, including the Arlington Police, Fire, Sheriff and
ECC 9/11 Memorial 5k Race, held in honor of the 20 th anniversary of the terrorist attacks that took place on September 11 th,
2021.
•
The Community Outreach Unit continues to develop prevention, enforcement and mitigation strategies to address
community and business concerns pertaining to ongoing crime trends and traffic complaints.
•
The Business Outreach Unit began its listening tour by meeting with the Rosslyn BID to hear business concerns, share
information about services offered by the Department and share the Workplace Violence Prevention Training Manual. The
unit will continue the listening tour and meet with other BIDs, partnerships, and community groups in the coming months.
•
The Business Outreach Officer is working with the LGBTQ+ Liaison Unit and the Office of Professional Responsibility to
draft an LGBTQ+ policy. The Department is also working to develop a Safe Place program for victims of hate crimes and
harassment in the community, modeled after a similar program by the Seattle Police Department.
ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
The Nightlife Detail saw increased patron counts during the month of September in both Clarendon and Crystal City.
•
Members of ARI organized and participated in 17 meetings with restaurant and business owners, other County agencies, and
community stakeholder groups to further its relations with the community, resolve concerns, and promote its programs.
•
Members of ARI organized and conducted security training for staff members of restaurants in Clarendon.
•
There was one Bar Safe violation issued during the month of September.
•
A total of 38 fake identifications were collected by the Nightlife Detail during the month of September.
AUXILIARY UNIT
•
Auxiliary officers provided a total of 381 hours of service for the month of September (2,542.5 hours total for the 2021 calendar year),
which includes 125 safety seat inspections, 125 bicycle registrations, two crime prevention presentations, and one special event.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
•
The Co-Responder program has continued through the month of September but transitioned to being based out of the Emergency
Communications Center and is now staffed by a Department of Human Services clinician full-time. Incidents continue to be diverted
from patrol to the clinician for assistance over the phone or for help scheduling a more appropriate response to the individual’s needs.
•
Lieutenant Troyano procured 29 additional comfort kits through the Disabilities and Justice Coalition, to be distributed to officers
across the agency, which can be used to assist individuals in crisis.
YOUTH OUTREACH UNIT
•
The Youth Outreach Unit continues to work to establish and introduce itself to other County agencies and community groups who
work with youth. Notably, they established partnerships with Parks and Recreation to participate in upcoming programs.
•
Youth Outreach Officers followed up on recent crimes involving juveniles and worked with the community to address concerns, further
investigations, and discuss prevention and mitigation strategies.
•
The team re-engaged the Department's partnership with Reaching New Heights, which promotes trust and healthy relationships
through rock climbing activities. The program recently resumed following a COVID-related hiatus.
•
Youth Outreach Officers began teaching lessons to youth and in Arlington schools – conducting presentations on substance abuse
and presenting virtually to the Second Chance program.
•
Corporal McGuire, a Youth Outreach Officer, is coaching the boys' and girls' soccer teams at Dorothy Hamm Middle School this Fall.

HOMELESS OUTREACH
•
The Community Outreach Unit continues to work collaboratively with County agencies and non-profit partners to identify unsheltered
individuals in the community, connect them with services and resources, and address community and business concerns.
•
Ofc. Hirschman and Cpl. Francis attended meetings with the Rosslyn BID to address concerns regarding the Homeless population in
Rosslyn and coordinated outreach with these individuals to provide resources.
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•
The Recruitment & Retention Unit (R&RU) hosted four testing dates for patrol officer applicants. In total, 22 applicants completed
the Entrance Exam and the Physical Agility Test (PAT), with 14 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of the hiring process.
•
Two new recruit officers were hired during the month of September for the upcoming Northern Virginia Criminal Justice
Training Academy session.
•
September was the first month in over a year that universities hosted in-person career events. Officers attended twelve events
to highlight the department as a potential employer.
•
The R&RU continues to utilize the Handshake platform to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information
about careers within the Department and reached more than 43,000 potential candidates using the platform.
ENGAGEMENT SPOTLIGHT: OFFICERS IN THE COMMUNITY

Corporal Francis has an up-close encounter
with a snake from one of Arlington's Nature
Centers at the annual Glencarlyn Days
celebration.

Patrol officers attended the Green Valley Backto-School Barbecue in September, engaging
with the community, playing games with the
kids, and sharing safety tips.

ACPD loves our canine community
members! Lieutenant Pilco enjoyed meeting
this four-legged friend at the Community
Conversation at Peet's Coffee.

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

Cpl. D. Bennett was presented with the Award for Valor, the Virginia
Association of Chiefs of Police highest honor, for his acts of heroism on
December 30th, 2019 while responding to bank robbery.

On September 16th, Chief Penn welcomed participants of the 25th
Community Police Academy class. Over the next several weeks,
participants will learn about ACPD, training and 21st century policing.

On September 14th, Chief Penn and members of the Community
Engagement Division (CED) held the final Community Conversation with
the Chief event. Thank you to everyone who joined & engaged with us!

While conducting extra checks at Rocky Run Park on September 27th
following community concerns, Officer Montoya engaged with youth in
the area and joined them for a friendly game of soccer.

On September 28th, the Optimist Club of Arlington presented the Law
Enforcement Award to members of the former School Resource Officer
(SRO) Unit in recognition of their distinguished service to Arlington.

Thank you to the Glencarlyn Civic Association for inviting us to their
annual Glencarlyn Days celebration! ACPD staff had a great time
catching up and engaging with community members.
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