January 2022

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
On February 10th, officers responded to Yorktown High School for the report of a telephone threat alleging
an armed suspect had taken two hostages inside a bathroom in the school and was making threats to
harm them. The school was placed on lockdown while officers conducted a search of the building. No
evidence of a crime was located in the school and no injuries were reported. The investigation revealed
the call originated from out of state and officers determined there was no credible threat to the safety and
security of the students or staff. I commend our officers and public safety partners on their immediate and
coordinated response to ensure the safety of our community.
This response highlights how seriously ACPD takes reports of potential violence within our community.
Over the last 20+ years, ACPD has developed a number of programs to better prepare officers to respond to
active violence events. The current approach began in 1999, with the development of a training program after the tragedy at Columbine High
School. ACPD has continually updated and expanded the tactics and training of these programs to address changes by offenders.As an
example, this training includes on-duty officers and firefighters participating in “no-notice” training drills where they respond to a mock training
scenario and practice integrating a coordinated police and fire/EMS response to incidents such as active violence events.
In addition to officer training, there are steps members of the community can take to increase their situational awareness and preparedness.
ACPD offers a virtual How to Respond to an Active Shooter training course with the goal of empowering the public to help themselves first in an
actual active shooter situation. The public can also register for Arlington Alert to receive official information in the event of a major emergency.
I recognize incidents involving threats have significant impacts on the wellbeing of all involved. I want to thank the Yorktown High School
students, staff, parents and community members for their patience and support during the incident. We will continue to work collaboratively with
Arlington Public Schools to ensure the safety of students and staff.
Sincerely,
Andy Penn
Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•
•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated two personnel complaints in the month of January.
The Department received a total of nine personnel commendations, to include two from other law enforcement agencies,
two from County agencies, and four emails from community members.
Personnel completed 2,021 hours of training in January. Highlights of training topics include but are not limited to, Cultural
Awareness, Proactive Patrol and the Development of Communities of Trust, and Policing and Principled Insight.
There were two applications of Narcan by officers for obvious narcotics overdoses prior to the arrival of medics on scene.
There was one application of Tactical Emergency Casualty Care (TECC) by officers prior to the arrival of medics on scene.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•
•
•
•

Officer Poveda was presented with the Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police & Foundation (VACP) Award for Lifesaving for
his swift, effective, brave, and selfless response to save a fleeing subject from a crashed vehicle that caught on fire. To read
more about his extraordinary efforts, as well as the actions of the additional award recipients, visit the VACP website.
Members of the Civil Disturbance Unit (CDU) were recognized during the County Manager’s Excellence Awards for their
support of our regional law enforcement partners throughout 2021, including their response to restore order at the U.S.
Capitol on January 6th, 2021.
Academy Session 145 completed Post Academy training and progressed into Field Training paired with experienced officers.
Academy Session 146 completed Pre-Academy training, attended Academy orientation and completed their physical
aptitude tests. They began their training at the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice Training Academy on February 1 st, 2022.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month
January
Total (YTD)

2020

2021

2022

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

279
279

33
33

312
312

202
202

2
2

204
204

223
223

2
2

225
225

OFFENSE DATA 2
January
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2020

2021

2022

1,189
1
13
15
103
29
18
79
120
210
107
10
9
202

1,114
0
17
17
73
41
13
56
95
154
68
9
15
119

1,154
0
8
25
89
28
15
35
53
215
68
9
10
113

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case types do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.
3 Monthly data for CY 2020 is reflective of impacts during COVID-19 closures.
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CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INCIDENT UPDATE
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
January in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information can
be found in the Police News & Crime Reports, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
HOMICIDE CONVICTION – On the evening of April 23 rd, 2020, police were dispatched to the report of a suspicious
vehicle in the 1900 block of S. Lowell Street. Upon arrival, officers approached the vehicle and located the male victim
deceased in the driver's seat suffering from an apparent gunshot wound. The victim was identified as Marshall
Stephens, 45, of Arlington, VA. During the course of the investigation, detectives determined this incident to be a
domestic-related homicide and arrested the victim’s father, Marshall Stephens Sr., of Parkville, MD.
On Monday, January 24 th, 2022, an Arlington County jury found Marshall Stephens Sr. guilty of First-Degree Murder
and Use of a Firearm in the Commission of a Felony. Stephens is scheduled to be sentenced on April 1 st, 2022, in the
Arlington County Circuit Court.
The successful prosecution was possible because of the careful and detailed investigation by ACPD detectives and the
collaboration between the Police Department and the Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2022-01070105, 15 th Street S. at S. Hayes Street. During a traffic stop on January 7 th, an
officer determined the license of the driver had been revoked. During a search of the vehicle prior to towing, distribution
amount of a controlled substance was located. During a search of the suspect incident to arrest, a concealed firearm and
additional narcotics were recovered. The suspect was determined to be a previously convicted felon and he was arrested
and charged with various narcotic and firearm offenses.

POSSESSION OF STOLEN PROPERTY, 2022-01110030, Washington Boulevard at I-395. On January 11 th, an officer
conducted a traffic stop and observed items in the vehicle consistent with larcenies from auto. Further investigation
revealed the occupants had just committed a larceny from auto and were in possession of stolen property. A search
warrant was executed and additional evidence was recovered that linked the suspects to several additional larceny from
autos as well as a destruction of property incident involving a marked police cruiser. Warrants were obtained for the
suspects.
THREATS, 2022-01190099, Glencarlyn Neighborhood. On January 19 th, police responded to check on the welfare of an
individual who had made threats of self harm. The investigation revealed the individual had left the residence in a vehicle
and was in possession of a knife. A lookout for the subject’s vehicle was broadcast and officers located him as he
entered Glencarlyn Park. Officers worked to safely resolve the incident and the subject turned himself into police to
receive services.
MALICIOUS WOUNDING, 2022-01280179, Arlington Mill Neighborhood. On January 28 th, police responded to the report
of a stabbing. Upon arrival, officers located the female victim suffering from a stab wound and immediately began
rendering aid until the arrival of medics. The victim was transported to an area hospital for treatment of non -life
threatening injuries. The investigation determined the known suspect was inside the victim’s residence when she
attacked her with a knife. The suspect fled the scene prior to the arrival of officers but was later located and arrested.
DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE, 2022-01160045, 3000 Washington Boulevard. On January 16 th, police responded to
the report of stolen vehicle. The investigation revealed the driver of a rideshare vehicle drove his passenger, the suspect,
to a convenience store. The driver and suspect both exited the vehicle and entered the store. When the driver returned,
the vehicle was gone. Officers located the occupied vehicle in the 2900 block of 2 nd Street S. with the suspect asleep
behind the wheel. During a search incident to arrest, suspected narcotics were located on the suspect. He was arrested
and charged.
WARRANT SERVICE, 2022-01190020, 3300 block of Lee Highway. On January 19 th, police received information from
Fairfax County Police that a subject wanted in their jurisdiction for malicious wounding was located at a hotel in Arlington.
Arlington and Fairfax Officers developed a plan of action and took the suspect into custody without incident.
WARRANT SERVICE, 2022-01190258, S. Glebe Road at S. Eads Street. During a traffic stop on January 19 th, the
uncooperative driver provided false identifying information to the officer. Through the course of the investigation, the
officer positively identified the driver and determined he was wanted for carjacking and misdemeanor traffic offenses. The
officer confirmed the warrants and the suspect was taken into custody.
WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-09250188, 3200 block of 24 th Street S. In January, the Office of the Commonwealth’s
Attorney requested the assistance of the Warrant Unit in locating the suspect who failed to show up for court related to a
shots fired incident in the Green Valley neighborhood on the evening of September 25 th, 2021. Through the course of
their investigation, the Warrant Unit located and apprehended the suspect.
HIT & RUN, 2022-01130167, Lee Highway at N. Nash Street. On January 13 th, police were dispatched to a hit and run
that had just occurred. Upon arrival, officers met with the injured victim and found a large debris field that included
several street signs and a fire hydrant laying in the roadway. Officers followed a fluid trail several blocks that led direct ly
to the suspect vehicle. The suspect was located on foot a short distance away and taken into custody for suspected
driving under the influence.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of January in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•
•
•

The Special Operations Section (SOS) assisted with 15 escorts and one special event during the month of January.
The Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by identifying,
stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working ASAP made two DUI
arrests, one felony arrest, issued 48 traffic summonses and 14 reckless driving summonses.
Officers continued enforcement of the hands-free law and allocated a total of 70 hours towards these efforts.

Assembly of God Church Pastor Neubauer Funeral Service – January 22nd, 2022

DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Program

Hours in January

Radar Speed Enforcement

189

Red Light

167

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

23.5

Crash Reduction Program

118

CRASHES
Crashes in
January

Crash Type
Total Crashes

110

Fatal Crashes

0

Serious Injury Crashes

6

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

6

Winter Storm - January 3rd, 2022
Arlington Boulevard at N. Edison Street

CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
January

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
January
1,153

Water Main Break – January 21st, 2022
14th Street N. at N. Courthouse Road

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of January in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT HIGHLIGHTS

COMMUNITY AND YOUTH OUTREACH UNITS

Community Outreach Unit
Events Attended

1

Meetings Attended

14

Presentations Conducted

7

Community Complaints Addressed

1

Business Outreach Unit
Meetings Attended

14

Fake Identifications Collected

74

Bar Safe Violations Issued

1

Special Event Permit Reviews

10

Proactive Engagement Contacts During
Nightlife Detail

449

Youth Outreach Officers met with students to discuss the Pen Pal
Program. This program enables students and officers to exchange
letters, while allowing students to develop important writing skills.

Auxiliary Police Unit
Monthly Service Hours

211.5

Safety Seat Inspections Conducted

63

Bicycles Registered

57

Special Events Supported

1

Residential Safety Survey

2

Prescription Drug Take-Back Program

Prescription Medication Disposed Of

291 lbs

Members of our Community Engagement Division recently helped Vahn
celebrate his 8th birthday. Vahn was able to meet with officers, tour their
cruisers, and meet everyone’s favorite pal, FRK9 Brooks!

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

K9 Lucas took to social media to share some important reminders and
safety tips community members could take to ensure their safety during
inclement weather.

ACPD shared information on social media about downed wires along
Washington Blvd. Community members can register for Arlington Alert
to receive free emergency communications and other county updates.

Chief Penn presented Officer Poveda with the Virginia Association of
Chiefs of Police Award for Lifesaving for his swift and selfless response
to save a fleeing subject from a crashed vehicle that caught on fire.

On the anniversary of the Jan. 6 events at the U.S. Capitol, members of
the ACPD, ACFD, and ACSO were recognized for their bravery, courage
and unwavering commitment to the community during their response.

Members of the Community Engagement Division presented during the
Ashton Heights Civic Association meeting. ACPD is committed to
working collaboratively with our community to ensure the safety of all.

As ACPD’s Support Animal, FRK9 Brooks knows a lot about the
importance of self care. He took the time to catch up on some sleep
while his handler was in training.
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