December 2021

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
Happy New Year! As we look ahead into 2022, we remain committed to providing the highest quality
professional law enforcement services to the Arlington community. We are in the process of developing
agency-wide goals, informed by internal conversations and community feedback from this summer’s
Conversations with the Chief series, and in alignment with our key initiatives of:
Community Engagement: The Department is committed to working collaboratively with our diverse and
inclusive community to ensure the safety of all who live, work, and visit Arlington. Officers work to build
and maintain partnerships with the youth, business, and residential communities to improve
communication and address public safety concerns.
Crime Prevention and Control: The Department works to improve the overall quality of life in Arlington
through enforcement efforts, such as active patrols and comprehensive follow-up investigations, as well
as crime prevention and reduction measures. Officers work to hold individuals accountable for their actions while seeking justice
on behalf of crime victims. Additionally, the Department participates in numerous crime prevention programs and develops unique
initiatives to educate and inform the community.
Transportation Safety: The Department works to ensure the safety of all travelers on our roadways while maintaining the safe
and orderly flow of traffic. Officers use a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety – education and enforcement –
and work collaboratively with other County agencies and community members to address areas of concern.
Employee Wellness: The Department recognizes the inherent stress related to the law enforcement profession and continues to
strengthen its commitment to ensuring staff have access to the wellness resources they need to succeed in their jobs.
I am proud of the work the men and women of ACPD perform each day in service to our community. We take great pride in the
relationships we’ve built throughout Arlington and look forward to continuing to work collaboratively as we maintain public safety.
Sincerely,
Andy Penn, Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated four personnel complaints in the month of December.
The Department received a total of 12 personnel commendations, to include four from other law enforcement agencies,
three letters from community members, and four emails from community members.
Personnel completed 2,705 hours of training in December. Highlights of training topics include but are not limited to, Ethical
Decision Making: Policing and Principled Insight, Critical Thinking, Emergency Vehicle Operations, Putting the Puzzle
Pieces Together: Elder Abuse Investigations, and Project Lifesaver.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•

•
•

On December 10th, 2021, the 18 new officers from Session 145 graduated from the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice
Training Academy (NVCJA) and began their post-academy local training program as part of their ongoing training cycle. Post
academy is a four-week program designed to act as a bridge between basic training and field training, where recruit officers
learn Arlington specific protocols and procedures, including critical legal constructs, court and courtroom procedures, methods
pertaining to responding to in-progress calls and DUI investigations. Additionally, de-escalation techniques are incorporated
into and constantly reinforced throughout our department training curriculum.
During the Washington Regional Alcohol Program’s Law Enforcement Awards of Excellence for Impaired Driving Prevention,
Officer S. Poveda and Officer A. Rodriguez were recognized for their outstanding commitment in the fight against drunk
driving. This well-deserved recognition highlights their dedication to the safety of our community.
ACPD’s Honor Guard presented the 2021 Commander’s Award to Detective M. Mazzella in recognition of his outstanding
dedication, support and commitment to its mission.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
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December
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Juvenile
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Juvenile

Total

280
3,314
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301

303
3,615

200
2,606

6
153
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2,759
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2,558

3
58

206
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OFFENSE DATA 2
December
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2019
1,083
0
7
19
75
22
20
64
107
229
101
12
14
261

20203

2021

997
0
8
16
67
30
26
42
80
159
68
5
8
100

1,200
0
12
36
106
24
27
30
64
241
115
9
7
58

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case types do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.
3 Monthly data for CY 2020 is reflective of impacts during COVID-19 closures. As a result, three years' worth of data has been added to this report to allow
for a multi-year comparison.
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CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
December in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information
can be found in the Police News & Crime Reports, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
OPIOID OVERDOSES - A concerning trend continued in 2021 as ACPD investigated more fatal overdoses than any other
year since it began actively tracking incidents involving opioids. To help address this, ACPD officers deployed Narcan
during 26 incidents in 2021. Narcan is also available to the public over the counter without a prescription – increasing its
ability to save lives and prevent
Total Incidents
Total Opioid
Total Opioid
Calendar
Total Opioid
additional fatal overdoses. ACPD is
Involving
Overdoses –
Overdoses Year
Overdoses
an active member of the Arlington
Opioids
Non-Fatal
Fatal
Addiction Recovery Initiative (AARI),
2018
154
53
42
11
Arlington’s opioid and other addictions
2019
95
42
36
6
taskforce. If you or someone you
2020
138
74
54
20
know is struggling with addiction, help
2021
156
92
64
28
is available and there are numerous
Additional Police Investigated Incidents Involving Opioids Data
treatment resources in Arlington.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-12020019, 3100 block of Columbia Pike. On December 2 nd, officers responded to the
report of a fight in progress. Upon arrival, one of the involved subjects attempted to flee the scene on foot and, following
a brief foot pursuit, was taken into custody. A search of his person incident to arrest resulted in the recovery of two types
of Schedule II prescription narcotics and several rounds of ammunition. He was also determined to be wanted out of
Maryland. He was arrested and charged.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-12120194, 1200 block of Wilson Boulevard. On December 12 th, police responded to the
report of a wrong-way driver and upon arrival, located the running vehicle and the driver unresponsive behind the wheel.
The driver appeared to be under the influence and was transported by medics to an area hospital for evaluation. During
the course of the investigation, it was determined that the vehicle was reported stolen out of Manassas, VA earlier in the
day. A search of the vehicle recovered suspected narcotics. The driver was arrested and charged.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-12190117, 1900 block of Richmond Highway. On December 19 th, police were dispatched
to the report of suspicious circumstances. Upon arrival, it was determined that the male suspect had left narcotics inside
a hotel room when he checked out and returned to pick it up. When an officer tried to detain the suspect, he ran and
following a brief foot pursuit, was taken into custody and charged.
WEAPONS VIOLATION, 2021-12050241, 2900 block of S. Glebe Road. On December 5 th, officers responded to the
report of a person with a gun. Upon arrival, it was determined that the known suspect knocked on the door of a residence
and when the male victim opened, the suspect brandished a firearm. As the suspect was leaving the residential building,
he assaulted the female victim and destroyed her cell phone. Responding officers identified the suspect, obtained
warrants and took him into custody the following day.
WEAPONS VIOLATION, 2021-12180068, NB Route 110 at the Pentagon. On December 18 th, officers responded to
assist Pentagon Force Protection Agency officers with an individual asleep in the diver’s seat of a vehicle stopped on the
shoulder of NB Route 110. Upon arrival, officers made contact with the intoxicated individual and, during the course of
the investigation, located a firearm and loaded magazine inside his vehicle. He was arrested and charged.
ASSAULT ON LAW ENFORCEMENT, 2021-12180218, S. Glebe Road at 7 th Street S. On December 18 th, police were
dispatched to the report of a man jumping onto a vehicle. The responding officer canvassed the area and located the
suspect who matched the description provided by the reporting party. When the officer attempted to make contact with
the suspect, he turned around holding an object in his hand in an aggressive manner. The officer gave the suspect
commands, and he dropped the object. With the arrival of additional officers, the suspect was taken into custody without
further incident and charged.
LARCENY, 2021-12270039, S. Hayes Street at 15 th Street S. On December 27 th, a patrol officer was conducting high
visibility patrols near retail shopping areas when he was flagged down by the manager of a business reporting a larceny
and pointing out the suspect who was walking away. The officer gave the suspect commands to stop which he ignored
and continued to flee from the area. With the assistance of additional arriving officers, the suspect was taken into
custody. During the course of the investigation, the suspect provided false identifying information. Using law enforcement
resources, the officers properly identified the suspect and charged him.
LARCENY, 2021-05060061, 2300 block of S. Nelson Street. In June, detectives arrested an individual for his
involvement in an unlawful entry and larceny of property. The suspect remains housed in the Arlington County Detention
Center and in December, members of the Organized Crime Section worked with him to identify the location of stolen
items. As a result of this information, a search warrant was executed on a storage container and previously stolen items
were recovered.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of December in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

The Special Operations Section (SOS) assisted with nine escorts and 10 special events during the month of December.
On December 13th, the SOS assisted the Pentagon Force Protection Agency, United States Army, and White House Staff in
escorting Medal of Honor recipients and their families to the White House. The President awarded the Medal of Honor to
Master Sergeant Earl Plumlee and posthumously to Sergeant 1st Class Alwyn Cashe and Sergeant 1st Class Christopher
Celiz.
On December 18th, the SOS deployed police resources for the 2021 Wreaths Across America event at Arlington National
Cemetery. Approximately 40,000 visitors and volunteers attended the event, which concluded with no major incidents.
From December 15th, 2021 to January 1st, 2022, ACPD partnered with the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) during the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign. This campaign aims to
drastically reduce drunk driving on our nation’s roadways through a two-pronged approach of education and enforcement.
During December’s peak holiday shopping season, patrol officers conducted a pedestrian safety traffic detail in the area of
Pentagon City resulting in 31 traffic summonses, six parking tickets and five arrests.
The Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by identifying,
stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working ASAP made six DUI
arrests, one felony arrest, issued 76 traffic summonses and 16 reckless driving summonses, and apprehended one fugitive.
Officers continued enforcement of the hands-free law and allocated a total of 28.5 hours towards these efforts.
Police investigated a critical crash in the Clarendon neighborhood on December 22nd, 2021.

DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Hours in
December

Program
Radar Speed Enforcement

138.5

Red Light

118.5

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

37.5

Crash Reduction Program

52

CRASHES
Crashes in
December

Crash Type
Total Crashes

133

Fatal Crashes

0

Serious Injury Crashes

3

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

10

December 13th, 2021 – ACPD Officers with Medal of Honor
Recipient Master Sgt. Earl Plumlee and his daughter

CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
December

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
December
1,045

December 9th, 2021 –
Cherrydale Santa Parade

December 10th, 2021 –
WRAP Awards

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of December in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY AND YOUTH OUTREACH UNITS
The Community Outreach Unit attended 12 community events and eight community meetings, conducted three presentations and
addressed six community complaints during the month of December. Highlights of the month included:
•
Drug Take Back: Members of the Community Outreach Unit continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and
safely disposed of 164.4 pounds of unused, unwanted, or expired prescription medications turned into the four secure locations.
•
Fill the Cruiser Holiday Toy Drive: ACPD's 7th annual Fill the Cruiser Holiday Toy Drive and Operation Stocking Stuffer programs
concluded in mid-December with over 3,200 toys being collected from community members and businesses. Prior to the Christmas
holiday, these toys were distributed to charities and organizations across the County for distribution to children in need.
•
Crime Prevention: Members of the Community Outreach Unit conducted extra checks and foot patrols at various County parks and
the skate park in reference to community concerns. While on proactive patrol, they engaged with users of these facilities.
ENGAGEMENT
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Homeless Outreach: In addition to addressing concerns raised by community members and businesses, officers conducted the
following engagement efforts with unsheltered individuals:
•
Officer Smith assisted in locating temporary housing for an unsheltered individual who was out in cold elements.
•
Officer Mellon provided an unsheltered woman with a pair of running shoes as she did not have any.
•
Officer Bigler continues to hand out bottles of water to unsheltered individuals he interacts with while on patrol.
•
Corporal Ryan and Officer Hirschman checked on the welfare of an unsheltered individual and discussed his plans
for the winter season. He was provided with a backpack full of supplies and officers connected with the Department
of Human Services on additional outreach efforts.
1st Sergeant Anderson and Corporal Hammond were guest speakers at the Capitol Hill Internship Program (CHIP) on December 6th.
During the event, they spoke about careers in Law Enforcement, hiring requirements, current trends in policing, officer wellness, and
the realities of policing in a metropolitan area.
Latino Liaison Corporal Montoya and Lieutenant Pilco participated in a podcast in Spanish called “Conversacion con la
Communidad” and answered questions regarding policing in Arlington County.
Officer Malone, Corporal Levy, and Corporal Robinson participated in the Girls’ Outreach Women in Public Safety Day and
shared information on their roles within the department, backgrounds, and participated in a questions and answers session.
Officer Fullop and Officer Thiel delivered presents on Christmas Day to two young children who police previously interacted
with when they were home during an attempted unlawful entry at their residence.
Corporal Ruby delivered food on Christmas night to two Arlington residents that were quarantined due to testing positive for
COVID. One is a victim of a carjacking that she has remained in contact with over the last couple of years.
Officer Skelton responded for a call for service for a dispute between two brothers. She spoke to one half of the dispute
about resources the County offers as well as getting involved in school activities. Upon completing the call, she was
approached by a grandmother and child who were walking down the sidewalk. The grandmother asked officers on scene to
take a picture with her grandchild. Officer Skelton also showed the child the cruiser’s blue lights and gave him a gift bag.
Officer Levy received a phone message from a 90-year-old community member who thanked her for her efforts and praised
ACPD’s outstanding work in searching and locating his missing endangered 87-year-old wife. The night his wife went missing
was the couples 67th wedding anniversary and after she was safely located, Officer Levy brought them an anniversary card.
The Community Outreach Unit and FRK9 Brooks conducted a presentation for Girl Scout troop 60253.
The Youth Outreach Unit participated in substance abuse awareness trivia at Williamsburg Middle School and lunch time
trivia at Kenmore Middle School.
Latino Liaison Corporal Montoya participated in a Zoom meeting with Washington Liberty High School Latino Parents.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
•
•
•

The Nightlife Detail saw a decline in patron counts during the month of December in both Clarendon and Crystal City.
Members of ARI organized and participated in six meetings with restaurant and business owners, other County agencies,
and community stakeholder groups to further its relations with the community, resolve concerns, and promote its programs.
A total of 87 fake identifications were collected by the Nightlife Detail during the month of December.
There were three Bar Safe violations issued during the month of December.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
•

Corporal Ryan and FRK9 Brooks, ACPD’s support service K9, visited pediatric vaccine sites to help children remain calm
during vaccination.

RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•

•
•
•

On December 18th, Session 145 graduated from the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice Training Academy (NVCJA) and were
recognized with the following achievements:
•
Officer M. Venson served as the class President and received the Award for Physical Fitness (Females) – 1st place
•
Officer K. Greene received the Award for Academic Excellence – 1st place and the Award for Physical Fitness
(Females) – 2nd place
•
Officer A. Markiewicz received the Award for Academic Excellence – 3rd place
The Recruitment & Retention Unit (R&RU) hosted two testing dates for patrol officer applicants. In total, 28 applicants completed
the Entrance Exam and the Physical Agility Test (PAT), with 21 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of the hiring process.
Three police officer applicants were hired in December for the next session at NVCJA.
The R&RU continues to utilize the Handshake platform to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information about
careers within the Department.

AUXILIARY UNIT
•

Auxiliary Officers provided a total of 167.5 hours of service for the month of December (3,306.5 hours total for the 2021 calendar
year), which includes 22 safety seat inspections, 59 bicycle registrations, and two special events.

ENGAGEMENT SPOTLIGHT: HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE

Thank you to everyone who donated to make ACPD’s 7th Annual Fill the Cruiser Holiday Toy Drive a success. A special note of appreciation to Ballston
Crossfit, the Prospect House, Celtic House, Freddie’s Beach Bar, Meridian Pint and the Ballston Exchange for supporting Operation Stocking Stuffer and
collecting toy donations at their locations. In total, more than 3,200 toys were donated and then distributed to children in need by officers and community
organizations. We couldn’t do this without your support and are grateful for the generosity of our community members and businesses to ensure the
holidays are bright for Arlington youth.

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

On December 4th, Corporal Stalter led the way for the Arthritis
Foundation Jingle Bell 5k Run/Walk for Arthritis with a little help from the
North Pole!

On December 10th, ACPD’s 18 newest recruit officers from session 145
graduated from the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice Training
Academy. Congratulations to all!

On December 20th, members of ACPD’s Community Engagement
Division (CED) hosted game night at the Shelton for AHC Affordable
Housing teens who are currently on winter break!

The Cyber Protection Brigade stationed at Fort Meade, MD provided
ACPD with 70 Cold Weather Kits for the homeless, containing winter
essentials and a small hygiene kit. We are grateful for their generosity!

On December 22nd, officers from the Community Engagement Division
(CED) made stops at Harvey Hall and the Shelton as they distributed
toys donated during the fill the cruiser events!

On December 24th, our friends at Nam-Viet Restaurant in Clarendon
provided a meal for our officers working on Christmas Eve. We’re
grateful for the support of our local business community year-round!
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