August 2021

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
September 11th, 2001, was a beautiful morning that began with all the normal daily routines of life. Little
did we know, within a few short hours we would face one of the most horrific acts of terrorism that this
nation has ever experienced.
It is not possible to think of September 11th without reflecting upon the loss of life. Nearly 3,000 innocent
men, women and children were taken from us as a result of the actions of a few. For those of us that
have dedicated our lives to public safety, this is one of the darkest days ever experienced. Our partners
in the fire service lost 343 brave men and women, and our brothers/sisters in law enforcement lost 71.
Here in Arlington, we lost Corporal Harvey Snook in January of 2016 as the result of cancer contracted
while working in the recovery efforts at the Pentagon. Harvey was a wonderful human being, a great police officer and a true
friend to all that he met. He is sorely missed by all of us at ACPD.
As we reflect back to 20 years ago, we should not only honor those we lost but recognize the strength of our community. Those
that committed this heinous act were directly attacking our way of life. What the terrorists did not count on was the resiliency of
our nation and the American people who came together and supported one another through some of our darkest days. It is our
solemn promise to never forget the lives lost, the sacrifice of Corporal Snook, and the bravery of all who responded that day.
Sincerely,
Andy Penn
Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated three personnel complaint for the month of August.
The Department received nine personnel commendations for the month of August, including eight from community members
and one from another Arlington County Government agency.
Personnel attended 2,275.5 hours of training in August. Highlights of training topics include, but are not limited to,
Community Policing Defined, Critical Incident Stress Management for Virginia Law Enforcement, Police One: Constitutional
and Community Policing, Police One: Anti-Bias Training for Law Enforcement, and Narcan training.
There were two applications of Narcan by officers for obvious narcotics overdoses prior to the arrival of medics on scene.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•

•
•

During the month of August, Arlington County Fire Chief Povlitz and Police Chief Penn recognized Corporal Hammond,
Corporal Wilson and Agent Roman (formerly ACPD) for their life saving efforts during a cardiac arrest incident on February
7th, 2020. On that date, the officers responded to an unrelated call for service in the 4200 block of Wilson Boulevard when
they were flagged down by bystanders reporting an unresponsive male suffering from a medical emergency. The officers
quickly began providing CPR until the arrival of medics. Their quick actions and the team-based approach between the
officers and medics helped lead to the resuscitation of this patient. We appreciate their hard work and commitment to the
well-being of Arlington County.
On August 20th, Deputy Chief Vincent, Captain Kim, and Lieutenant Washington graduated from the Senior Management
Institute for Police (SMIP). SMIP is a program of the Police Executive Research Forum that provides senior police
executives with intensive training in the latest management concepts and practices used in business and government.
On August 31st, the department celebrated the retirement of Corporal Childress, who dedicated 27 years of service to the
Arlington Community.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month
August
Total (YTD)

2019

20203

2021

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

289
2,191

22
204

311
2,395

223
1,815

8
127

231
1,942

246
1,684

0
39

246
1,723

OFFENSE DATA 2
August
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2019

20203

2021

1,103
1
13
17
66
13
12
36
68
189
97
17
9
228

1,286
0
15
18
76
33
16
92
119
198
95
11
16
174

1,196
0
21
28
97
20
12
34
70
193
93
17
14
84

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case types do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.
3 Monthly data for CY 2020 is reflective of impacts during COVID-19 closures. As a result, three years worth of data has been added to this report to allow
for a multi-year comparison.
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CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
August in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information can
be found in the Police Newsroom, Daily Crime Report, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
ACTIVE VIOLENCE INCIDENT – PENTAGON TRANSIT CENTER
At approximately 10:48 a.m. on August 3rd, Arlington County Police officers
responded to the Pentagon for a report of an active shooter. Initial reports indicated
there was a shooter on the platform of the Pentagon Metro. Officers responded and
held the platform until it was determined that there was no active or ongoing threat.
The subsequent investigation by the FBI determined that an individual exited a bus
at the Pentagon Transit Center, and immediately, without provocation, attacked
Pentagon Force Protection Agency (PFPA) Officer George Gonzalez with a knife,
severely wounding him. A struggle ensued, in which the subject mortally wounded
Officer Gonzalez and then shot himself with the officer’s service weapon. Officer
Gonzalez succumbed to his injuries. Our condolences remain with the Gonzalez
family, his friends and all who were honored to serve with him.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
WEAPONS VIOLATION, 2021-08240180, 5500 block of Columbia Pike. On August 19 th, detectives obtained a search
warrant to assist with locating a wanted subject with ties to narcotics distribution. On August 25 th, the subject was located
and, following a brief foot pursuit, taken into custody. A firearm and narcotics were recovered. The subject was charged
with firearms and narcotics offenses.
BRANDISHING, 2021-08090144, 10 th Street N. at 11 th Street N. On August 9 th, police were dispatched to the report of a
brandishing. Upon arrival, it was determined that the victim was driving in the area when the suspect vehicle turned in front and
cut him off. The suspect then pulled up next to the victim and allegedly brandished a firearm before running a red light and fleeing
the area. Later that evening, a patrol officer observed the suspect vehicle and attempted to initiate a traffic stop, during which the
suspect continued driving and tossed an object out of the window. The suspect vehicle continued driving before coming to a stop
in the 4700 block of Arlington Boulevard and the suspect was taken into custody without incident. During a search of the vehicle
incident to arrest, distribution amounts of marijuana were recovered, in addition to drug paraphernalia and a black handgun
holster. Additional officers located a firearm in the area, which the suspect had initially thrown out the window. The investigation
revealed that the firearm had previously been reported stolen and that the suspect was driving without a license. The
suspect was arrested and charged with various narcotics and weapons offenses.
RECOVERED STOLEN AUTO, 2021-08200072, 700 block of N. Glebe Road. On August 20 th, officers received an alert
for a stolen vehicle driving in the area. Officers located the vehicle in the area of I-66 at Spout Run and attempted a
traffic stop. The subject refused to stop, fled at a high rate of speed and crashed nearby. The driver fled on foot and was
apprehended after a short foot pursuit. He was determined to also be wanted for cocaine distribution.
DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE, 2021-08130027, Fairfax Drive at N. Lynn Street. On August 13 th, dispatch
broadcasted a lookout for a possibly impaired driver. Responding officers located the vehicle, initiated a traffic stop and
conducted a field sobriety test. During a search incident to arrest, cocaine and cash were located on the subject’s
person. He was charged with DUI (2 nd Offense) and Possession With Intent to Distribute.
POSSESSION OF STOLEN PROPERTY, 2021-08240124, 800 block of Army Navy Drive. On August 24 th, officers
received an alert for a vehicle with stolen license plates. Responding officers located the vehicle parked and unoccupied.
The subject was taken into custody as he returned to the vehicle. The subject refused to provide his correct identifying
information, however, he was eventually identified and determined to be wanted on numerous counts of theft, credit card fraud,
and burglary. He was arrested and charged with Buy/Receive Stolen Goods, Identity Theft, and Obstruction of Justice.
STRONG ARM ROBBERY APPREHENSION, 2021-08170202, 4200 block of S. Four Mile Run Drive. On August 25 th, an
officer conducting a follow-up investigation into a strong-arm robbery identified the suspect and obtained an arrest
warrant. Members of the department’s TAC Unit located the suspect and took him into custody without incident.
FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE, 2021-08230152, Route 110 at Memorial Ave. On August 23 rd, an officer initiated a traffic
stop for a registration violation. Upon identifying the occupants, it was determined that the passenger had outstanding
warrants from Montgomery County, Maryland for various firearm offenses. During a search incident to arrest, a loaded
9mm firearm was located on his person. He was arrested and charged with Carrying a Concealed Weapon.
FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE, 2021-08240026, 2400 block of S. Glebe Road. On August 24 th, a patrol officer conducting
extra checks in the area observed a subject asleep in a parked vehicle. Upon further investigation, it was determined that
the subject had five outstanding warrants for his arrest. He was taken into custody.
WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-08100135, 3000 block of Columbia Pike. On August 10 th, officers received information
that a subject wanted for strangulation out of Fairfax County, Virginia was staying at a hotel in the area. He was taken
into custody as he left the room.
WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-08100147, 900 block of Army Navy Drive. On August 10 th, officers received an alert for a
vehicle associated with a subject wanted for armed robbery out of Newport News, Virginia and located the vehicle parked
and unoccupied. He was taken into custody as he returned to the vehicle.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of August in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Special Operations Section assisted with 16 escorts and seven Special Events during the month of August.
On August 1st, members from ACPD and ACFD joined with the Tunnel to Towers organization for a 9/11 memorial walk
from Fire Station #5, to the Pentagon 9/11 Memorial, and the police station. ACPD was presented with a large piece of
steel from the original World Trade Center.
On August 16th, members of ACPD’s Special Operations Section attended the funeral services for Pentagon Force
Protection Agency Officer George Gonzalez in New York City. Officer Gonzalez was killed in the line of duty on August 3rd,
2021, outside of the Pentagon Transit Center.
From August 18th to the 22nd, ACPD assisted with traffic control, parking, and security for the 2021 Arlington County Fair.
On August 21st, members of the Special Operations Section assisted with a Women's Motorcycle Rally Event at Long
Bridge Park. Motor officers provided motorcycle riding safety tips and a skills demonstration. The event was aimed
at encouraging ridership among women.
Officers continued enforcement of the hands-free law and allocated a total of 89.5 hours towards these efforts.
The Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by
identifying, stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working ASAP
made 7 DUI arrests, issued 37 traffic summons and 11 reckless driving summonses, and made 1 felony arrest.

DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Program

Hours in August

Radar Speed Enforcement

247

Red Light

131

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

36

Crash Reduction Program

60
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CRASHES
Crashes in
August

Crash Type
Total Crashes

140

Fatal Crashes

0

Serious Injury Crashes

4

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

7

Tunnel to Towers Event – August 1st, 2021
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CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
August

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
August
1,563

Funeral Procession for fallen Pentagon Force Protection
Agency Officer George Gonzalez – August 16th, 2021

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of August in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY EVENTS
•
The Community Outreach Unit participated in and attended seven community sponsored events, conducted two community
presentations, as well as addressed 22 community-related concerns from residents.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and safely
disposed of 156.6 pounds of unused, unwanted, or expired prescription medications turned into the four secure locations.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit continued to assist the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) with their
weekly food distribution in the Woodbury Park neighborhood, filling and distributing approximately 245 bags of groceries.
•
On Tuesday, August 3rd, members of the police department, fire departments and sheriff’s office joined community members
in celebrating National Night Out (NNO), a community-building campaign that promotes police-community partnerships and
neighborhood camaraderie. Thank you to the neighborhoods that hosted events and all who participated to help strengthen
our police-community relationships.
•
Police Chief Andy Penn, along with members of the Community Outreach Unit, hosted three additional Community
Conversation with the Chief events during the month of August. These events serve as an informal opportunity for the police
department to hear directly from the Arlington Community on areas we are doing well, areas for continued growth and the
vision of the agency moving forward. Thank you to everyone who joined us and shared their thoughts about the future of
policing in Arlington. We look forward to engaging with you at future events.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit attended the Arlington County Fair, engaged with community members and
ensured they were safe while enjoying the festivities.
ENGAGEMENT
•
Officers from Adam Squad met with and assisted several individuals experiencing mental health concerns and provided
them with information and resources that are available within Arlington.
•
Officer Velez of Adam Squad, along with several other officers, conducted a week-long session of RADkids, a nationally
recognized children’s safety program that aims to empower children and parents with the skills needed to strengthen
children’s personal boundaries and parental confidence. 13 school-aged children from Arlington participated in the program
at the Cherrydale Fire Station.
•
Midnight officers distributed food and water to individuals experiencing homelessness and provided them with information
about housing services within Arlington.
•
Officer Osorio of Baker Squad met with owners and staff from businesses across the County and provided them with
information on how to safeguard their property.
•
Officer Morado of Baker Squad addressed several community concerns regarding an increase in larcenies in the Rosslyn
area and conducted extra checks of businesses throughout the day.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit assisted AHC Affordable Housing in putting together backpacks to ensure their
school-aged residents have the supplies to succeed this school year. Together, they stuffed 900 backpacks!
ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
The Nightlife Detail saw increased patron counts during the month of August in both Clarendon and Crystal City.
•
Members of ARI organized and participated in seven meetings with restaurant and business owners.
•
Members of ARI organized and conducted security training for staff members of restaurants in Clarendon.
•
There were nine Bar Safe violations issued during the month of August.
•
A total of 183 fake identifications were collected by the Nightlife detail during the month of August.
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•
The Recruitment & Retention Unit (R&RU) hosted three testing dates for patrol officer applicants. In total, 12 applicants completed
the Entrance Exam and the Physical Agility Test (PAT), with 8 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of the hiring process.
•
The R&RU continues to utilize the Handshake platform to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information about
careers within the Department.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
•
The Co-Responder program has continued through the month of August but transitioned to being based out of the Emergency
Communications Center, and is now staffed by a Department of Human Services clinician full-time. Incidents continue to be diverted
from patrol to the clinician for assistance over the phone or for help scheduling a more appropriate response to the individual’s needs.
•
Lieutenant Troyano continues to liaison with Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) staff to reestablish regular CIT training for personnel.
AUXILIARY UNIT
•
Auxiliary officers provided a total of 346.6 hours of service for the month of August (2,161.5 hours total for the 2021 calendar
year). This service includes 65 safety seat inspections, 169 bicycle registrations and one special event.
YOUTH OUTREACH UNIT
•
ACPD conducted a Back-to-School Transportation Safety Campaign to ensure the trip back to class was as safe as possible.
•
ACPD is fully committed to being actively engaged with Arlington’s youth and has established a Youth Outreach Unit under the new
Community Engagement Division. Officers assigned to the unit will be in the community, building relationships and partnering with
organizations and stakeholders to support youth initiatives and implement education campaigns to help keep young people safe.
•
Over the next few months, APS and ACPD will collaborate to develop a new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to redefine and
reimagine the relationship between the two organizations. The MOU will clearly define the roles, responsibilities and expectations of
both APS and ACPD.
•
ACPD will continue to work with APS to ensure we are providing appropriate police services and will continue to respond, as
appropriate, when we are contacted regarding a school-based incident.
HOMELESS OUTREACH PROGRAM (HOP)
•
The Homeless Outreach Program (HOP) received four referrals for service and addressed four community concerns regarding
unsheltered individuals.
•
Members of the HOP continue to liaison with the Department of Human Services (DHS) and attend monthly meetings held within the
County to discuss department initiatives and diversionary programs.
•
Members of the HOP collected clothing donations and provided them to DHS. These donations will be given to individuals throughout
the County who are experiencing homelessness.
•
Members of the HOP addressed community concerns regarding homeless encampments in parks throughout Arlington. Officers
made contact with the appropriate County personnel and will conduct follow-up.
•
Members of the HOP conducted extra checks and made contact with individuals experiencing homelessness during the heat index
warnings throughout August to ensure their welfare.
ENGAGEMENT SPOTLIGHT: OFFICERS IN THE COMMUNITY

On August 3rd, members of the police and
fire departments welcomed Arlingtonian
and Olympic Medalist Torri Huske home
from the Tokyo Olympics!

Thank you to the businesses who sponsored
lunches for the Arlington County Summer Teen
Enrichment Program (AC STEP) to help keep
our campers fed and focused!

Officers enjoyed celebrating National Night
Out on August 3rd with community members
and businesses across Arlington to build
strong partnerships vital to public safety!

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

Arlington Public Schools (APS) Superintendent Dr. Francisco Durán and
Chief Andy Penn shared back to school safety tips with students and
drivers to ensure that the trip back to class is as safe as possible.

Members of the Youth Outreach Unit assisted AHC Affordable Housing
in putting together backpacks to ensure their school-aged residents have
the supplies to succeed. Together, they stuffed 900 backpacks!

Lt. Washington, Cpt. Kim, & Deputy Chief Vincent graduated from the
Senior Management Institute for Police (SMIP), which aims to provide
police executives with the latest management concepts & practices.

Thank you to everyone who joined us at our Community Conversations
throughout the month of August. Your feedback is important to us and
we hope to see you at our upcoming events in September!

On August 5th, FRK9 Brooks celebrated his one-year anniversary with
ACPD! FRK9 Brooks is assigned to our Community Engagement
Division and serves as the Department’s Peer Support & Therapy Dog.

This spring, Gabrielle participated in the Child Rescue Coalition's
volunteer program & created “Blankets and Bear Hug” care packages,
which she graciously donated to ACPD to distribute.
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