January 2021

MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING CHIEF OF POLICE
January is always a busy time for ACPD as we welcome one class of recruits back from the Northern
Virginia Criminal Justice Training Academy (NVCJA) and see another class off.
.

In order to provide the best professional law enforcement services to the Arlington Community, we strive to
hire personnel that reflects our community’s demographics. Our Personnel and Recruitment Unit works
diligently to seek individuals from all backgrounds who possess the necessary qualifications to serve
Arlington. While we recognize the Department’s demographic data does not perfectly match that of our
community, recent hires and innovative recruitment initiatives designed to attract women and minority
applicants since January 2018 show a positive trend towards aligning more closely with our
community. Review ACPD sworn staff demographics and recruitment.
Before an officer begins solo patrol in Arlington, they complete a 12-month training and recruitment cycle which includes the
recruitment and hiring process, pre-academy training, 800 hours of basic training at NVCJA, post-academy training where recruits
learn Arlington specific protocols and procedures and 630 hours of field training where they are paired with experienced officers.
Training is reinforced throughout an officer's career to ensure they are equipped with the necessary knowledge, skills, and abilities to
successfully manage and safely resolve a range of incidents. Officers average 55,000 hours of training a year. Training is centered
around the principles of de-escalation, is based on realistic scenarios and builds upon officer experiences. Review ACPD training
philosophy and use of de-escalation.
Sincerely,
Andy Penn
Acting Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated six personnel complaints in the month of January.
The Department received nine personnel commendations from the community in the month of January.
Personnel attended 3,437 hours of training for the month of January. Highlights of training topics include, but are not limited
to 2021 Legislative Updates, Ethical Decision Making, New Sergeant Training, Reality Based Scenario Training and Vehicle
Stops, Community Policing, Managing Stress and Anxiety and Homicide and Violent Crime Reduction.
There were two applications of Narcan by officers for obvious narcotics overdoses prior to the arrival of medics on scene.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•
•
•
•
•

The HRMS processed 10 officers who tested positive for COVID-19 for the month of January. A total of 44 officers and
civilian staff (includes 14 carried over from December) were determined to have been exposed and quarantined for a total of
340 days.
Detective Sloan, assigned to the Special Victims Unit, was honored with the Veterans of Foreign Wars Public Service Award
in Law Enforcement for his 30 years of outstanding commitment to the community.
ACPD celebrated the retirements of Sergeant Rakowski, MPO Mastoras and Lieutenant Malcom, each with 24+ years of
service to the Arlington community.
In January, recruit officers from Session 144 completed their formal pre-academy training program which included firearms
training, report writing, and VCIN certification. The recruits then began their 6-month basic training at the Northern Virginia
Criminal Justice Academy (NVCJA) on January 26.
Recruit Officers from NVCJA Session 143 completed their post-academy training with ACPD on January 8 and were
transferred to the Field Training Program where they are paired with an experienced officer.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
2020

Month
January
Total (Year to Date)

2021

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

279
279

33
33

312
312

202
202

2
2

204
204

OFFENSE DATA 2
January
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2020

2021

1,189
1
13
15
103
29
18
79
120
210
107
10
9
202

1,114
0
17
17
73
41
13
56
95
154
68
9
15
119

1

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case types do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
January in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information can
be found in the Police Newsroom, Daily Crime Report, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
On January 17, 2020, Scott Ratigan, 24, was found deceased inside his residence. The cause of
death was determined to be trauma to the upper body, and it was ruled a homicide. Ahead of the
one-year anniversary of Scott's passing, the Department issued new images and video of a
person of interest who was captured on surveillance video and sought assistance from the public
about the person's identity. The Ratigan family has established a reward fund of $25,000 for
information leading to an arrest and conviction of the suspect(s) involved in Scott’s homicide.
Surveillance video recovered from an exterior camera in the area shows a person of interest
leaving the area around the suspected time of the homicide. The individual is described as a
White male, approximately 5’6” – 5’8” tall, weighing 150 – 175 lbs, dressed in all black, carrying a
black backpack and walking with his feet turned inward, often referred to as a "pigeon-toed
gait." Detectives continue to follow-up on investigative leads that have come from the issuance of
the surveillance video and images.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS (continued)
WEAPONS VIOLATION, 2021-01020181, Route 110 at I-395. An officer on patrol initiated a traffic stop for improper
registration and detected the odor of marijuana. During the investigation, marijuana was observed in plain view in the
driver's possession. A subsequent search of the driver revealed a loaded .40 caliber Glock handgun concealed on his
person. The driver was cited for concealed weapon, no operator's license and possession of marijuana.
ELUDING, 2021-01230137, 15th St. S at S. Hayes St. On January 23, an officer on patrol observed a parked vehicle
displaying license plates not registered to it and initiated an investigation. The officer later observed the driver return to
the vehicle and begin to leave the area, at which point the officer activated their emergency equipment and attempted
to effect a traffic stop. The driver of the vehicle failed to stop and fled at a high rate of speed. Using various investigative
techniques, Detectives identified the driver of the vehicle and charges are pending.
ELUDING, 2020-12180009, Richmond Highway at S. Glebe Rd. On December 18, 2020, an officer observed a vehicle
with an expired registration and determined the license plates were not registered to the vehicle. The officer attempted
to effect a traffic stop, but the driver failed to stop and fled. The vehicle was entered into a database and later recovered
by the Hyattsville Police Department. Follow-up investigation identified the source of the license plates and charges are
anticipated for the suspect.
HIT AND RUN, 2020-12040203, 2100 block of Richmond Highway. On December 4, 2020, a pedestrian was walking in a
crosswalk when she was struck by an oncoming vehicle. The driver of the striking vehicle initially exited his vehicle and
began yelling at the victim, then re-entered their vehicle and fled the area. The vehicle was entered into a database and
later recovered by the Metropolitan Police Department. The driver was subsequently identified, and charges are pending.
POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO DISTRIBUTE, 2021-01150162, 4100 block of 9th Street N. Detectives assigned to the
Organized Crime Section (OCS) initiated an investigation into suspected cocaine distribution activity. A search warrant
was executed, and 32 grams of Cocaine were seized from the subject's person.
POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO DISTRIBUTE, 2021-01210204, 1000 block of Arlington Boulevard. Detectives assigned
to the OCS initiated an investigation into suspected heroin distribution activity. A search warrant led to the seizure of 1
gram of heroin and LSD tabs. The suspect was charged with this offense and two additional related cases.
ORAGNIZED CRIME SECTION/HIGH INTENSITY DRUG TRAFFICKING AREAS TASK FORCE detectives initiated an
investigation into suspected cocaine distribution activity. During the course of the investigation, the Emergency Response
Team arrested the suspect. He was taken into custody with approximately $140,000, five kilograms of cocaine, a .38
special revolver and had user amounts of cocaine and crystal methamphetamine on his person.
VEHICLE-RELATED PROPERTY CRIMES DETAIL. In response to numerous grand larceny auto and larceny from
auto incidents occurring in the County, officers conducted a detail with the goal of identifying and detaining suspects
involved in these incidents. Using both visible and non-visible assets, officers monitored neighborhoods affected by these
crimes as well as the main roadways into their neighborhoods. Officers working these details did not observe any
criminal behavior related to these offenses and there were no reported thefts in these neighborhoods following the detail.
REGIONAL ASSISTANCE – UNITED STATES CAPITOL AND INAUGURATION. Under a mutual aid agreement with the
Metropolitan Police Department, officers were deployed to Washington D.C. on January 5, 6 and 7, 2021. Members of
the Civil Disturbance Unit responded to the Capitol during the insurrection to assist our law enforcement partners in
securing the building and restoring peace and order.
Leading up to and during Inauguration Day, officers worked collaboratively with federal and local law enforcement
agencies on information sharing and compiling intelligence data. Additional police resources were deployed throughout
Arlington County to ensure the safety of our community on Inauguration Day.
REGIONAL ASSISTANCE – POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO DISTRIBUTE AND ARMED ROBBERY. The department's
TAC Unit and Organized Crime Section provided surveillance and intelligence on a suspect wanted for 6 counts of Armed
Robbery in Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania. The suspect was taken into custody without incident and a handgun
was located on his person at the time of his arrest.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of January in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•

•
•
•
•

Effective January 1, 2021, holding a hand-held communication device while driving is illegal in Virginia. To help educate
drivers and increase awareness about the new law, the Department deployed electronic signboards across various
locations in Arlington with safety messaging. Officers began enforcement of the hands-free law during the first week of
January and allocated a total of 102 hours towards these efforts.
The Special Operations Section (SOS) supported 13 significant escorts during the month of January, including two funeral
escorts for US Capitol Police Officers: Police Officer Brian Sicknick (LODD) and Police Officer Howard Liebengood.
SOS assisted with a third police funeral escort for Officer Christine Peters, Greenbelt Police Department, who was tragically
killed after being struck by a motor vehicle while assisting another motorist.
The Alcohol Saturation Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadway safer by
identifying, stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working
ASAP made five DUI arrests, issued 96 traffic summonses, 32 reckless driving summonses and seized two weapons.
In response to community concerns, officers conducted traffic enforcement at various locations throughout the County to
address issues including vehicles failing to yield to pedestrians, vehicles blocking bike and travel lanes, stop sign
violations, red light violations and speed enforcement.

JANUARY DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Program

Hours in January

Radar Speed Enforcement

266

Red Light

115

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

46

Crash Reduction Program

146

CRASHES
Crashes in
January

Crash Type
Total Crashes

113

Fatal Crashes

0

Serious Injury Crashes

2

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

6

CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
January

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
January
2,048

SIGNIFICANT TRAFFIC EVENT
Presidential Inauguration – January 20

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of January in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY EVENTS
•
The Community Outreach Unit organized/participated in six civic association meetings and addressed fourteen citizen
community-related complaints.
•
Members of the unit continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and safely disposed of 197.7 lbs. of
unused, unwanted or expired prescription medications turned into the four secure locations.
•
Members of the unit continued to assist the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) with their weekly food distribution in
the Woodbury Park neighborhood.
ENGAGEMENT
•
FRK9 Brooks was officially certified as an emotional support animal. FRK9 Brooks was deployed to the U.S. Capitol building
to provide Peer Support following the events that took place on January 6th. He continues to provide support to first
responders throughout the agency.
•
Officer Velez and Corporal Nordstrom of Adam Squad handed out ACPD stickers and magnets to a group of children and
parents at Glebe Elementary School who were enjoying outdoor activities on New Year’s Day.
•
Officer Fishel of Charlie Squad showcased her patrol vehicle to a family and their child whose dream is to become a police
officer when he grows up.
•
Officer Gilkes of Baker Squad obtained backpacks filled with essential supplies designated for unsheltered individuals living
within the County. While on patrol, he would provide daily checks at a local house of worship. He also worked to assist in
coordinating services with the Homeless Outreach Program (HOP) and the Department of Human Services (DHS) for
individuals in need of services.
•
Officers from Frank Squad attended a four-year-old’s birthday celebration. The Officers showcased their cruisers and
handed out ACPD stickers to those in attendance.
AUXILIARY UNIT
•
Auxiliary officers provided a total of 262.5 hours of service for the month of January. This service includes 41 safety seat
inspections, 77 bicycle registrations, and 22 hours of road patrol.
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS
•
During the holiday season, members of the School Resource Officer (SRO) Unit began participating in a retail theft program. While
participating at County malls and shopping areas, they responded to 32 calls for service, resulting in one felony and four
misdemeanor arrests.
•
Members of the SRO Unit conducted two virtual presentations with APS students and their families and continue to mentor
students.
ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
The Nightlife Detail during the month of January saw steady patron counts in Clarendon and Crystal City, which can be attributed to
the Governor’s Amended Executive Orders (EO) 63 and 67 that went into effect on November 16th, 2020. The amended EO’s 63 and
67 prohibit the selling, possession, and consumption of alcohol both on and off the premises of establishments after 10 p.m. Mixed
alcohol cocktails can be sold via delivery or take-out until 11 p.m. and beer and wine until 12 a.m. Since amended EO’s 63 and 67
have been in effect, many establishments now close at 10 p.m. On December 10, 2020, Governor Northam issued Executive Order
72. This EO did not change the provisions of Amended EO’s 63 and 67, except that it prohibits restaurants from seating groups of ten
or more individuals at one table. EO 72 has been extended through the end of February.
•
Members of the ARI organized/participated in eight meetings with restaurant owners in Clarendon and Crystal City regarding EO 72
to ensure understanding and compliance.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
INAUGURATION
•
Throughout January, weekly meetings were held to discuss and prepare for the Inauguration. Additional meetings were held to
discuss the region’s Evacuation Transportation Plans and designated Emergency Service Areas for evacuation locations.
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
•
The Operational Support Section continues to liaison with the Department of Humans Services (DHS) and attend monthly meetings
held by different departments within the County, including Mental Health Criminal Justice Review Committee, Arlington Addiction
Recovery Initiative and other diversionary programs.
•
The Alternative Transportation detail continued through January. Alternative Transportation is a state-funded initiative to provide safe
and secure transportation for those under a temporary detention order (TDO) to treatment facilities throughout the Commonwealth.
The transportation is trauma-informed and focused on the individuals’ recovery and engagement in treatment.
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•
The Recruitment and Retention Unit (R&RU) hosted two testing dates for police officer applicants. In total, 31 applicants completed
the Police Entrance Exam and the Physical Ability Test (PAT), with 30 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of the hiring
process. Two testing dates were cancelled during the month of January due to the Inauguration and inclement weather. In January,
the Department hired two final candidates for Session 144, bringing the total number to 23 recruit officers.
•
On January 26th, the R&RU and the Arlington County Sheriff’s Office hosted the first-ever joint hiring workshop for military personnel
looking to transition to a career in law enforcement.
•
The Unit continues to utilize Handshake to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information about careers at the
Department.
•
The Unit registered for seven career fairs, to include four hosted by Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU).
Over 3,000 students attending HBCU’s were contacted via Handshake’s messaging system, with 21% of recipients
engaging with these messages. As of January 24th, 82 applications have been received for either police internships or the
police officer position.
HOMELESS OUTREACH PROGRAM (HOP)
•
The Homeless Outreach Program received 7 referrals for service and had 86 contacts with individuals in need of services.
•
Officer Keen was featured in a podcast by the National Association for County Community and Economic Development and had the
opportunity to discuss the HOP.
•
Members of the HOP continue to perform joint outreach with the Department of Human Services (DHS) at various locations
throughout the County, distributing clothes, food, and personal protective equipment (PPE).
•
Members of the HOP addressed eight community complaints related to homelessness.
•
HOP has received requests for information related to its practices and procedures from multiple departments, which include the
Metro Transit Police Department and the New York City Police Department.
POINT IN TIME (PIT) SURVEY

The Point In Time (PIT) count is an important event that provides
nationwide figures on the number of people experiencing
homelessness each year. County staff, non-profit employees and
volunteers conduct street outreach and meet with sheltered and
unsheltered individuals to gather insight on the different services and
programs they may benefit from.
HOP Liaison Officer Keen, alongside DHS, at the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development’s PIT Survey. Officer Keen was
the lead ACPD officer and paired all Outreach Team members with
a Survey Team comprised of DHS, Arlington Street People’s
Assistance Network (A-SPAN), and County personnel. These
outreach efforts allowed for numerous contacts to be made with
individuals experiencing homelessness throughout the County.

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

On January 10th, ACPD Officers honored fallen Capitol Police Officer
Brian Sicknick as his procession traveled through Arlington County.
In Valor, There is Hope.

Yorktown Civic Association generously donated care packages to ACPD
and Emergency Communications Center dispatchers as a show of
appreciation for the efforts supporting the Inauguration.

ACPD Officers worked throughout the County on Inauguration Day to
support road and bridge closures and ensure the safety of residents,
visitors and businesses.

After a couple of years without it, K9 George almost forgot what snow
was! He reminded community members to limit travel while the Dept. of
Environmental Services and VDOT treated and cleared the roadways.

ACPD’s 23 recruit officers in Session 144 at the Northern Virginia Criminal
Justice Training Academy started their journey to becoming Officers on
January 26th.

ACPD Officers received thank you notes from AHC Inc. Harvey Hall
residents appreciative of the toys donated to them through Fill the Cruiser
events.
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MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING CHIEF OF POLICE
Crime prevention and control is a key initiative of the Arlington County Police Department. Officers are
committed to maintaining community safety by implementing strategies that protect life, property and
preserve order by responding to emergencies, conducting thorough investigations, sharing educational
information, establishing key partnerships, and deploying prevention resources.

As part of these efforts, the agency launched a criminal patrol detail in February to address recent violent
crime trends in Crystal City and the surrounding neighborhoods. The detail takes a two-pronged approach
to reducing criminal activity in the area: education and enforcement. Officers conducted high-visibility
enforcement patrols while engaging community members and business stakeholders about the dangers of
leaving their vehicles unattended and running. Electronic signboards were also deployed in the area with
important crime and safety information.
As a result of the proactive investigative efforts of the officers working the detail, 6 weapons have been recovered includin g 5
firearms and 1 pair of brass knuckles. Additionally, there have been zero carjackings or thefts of idling vehicles in the area since the
detail began. While these are positive results, we recognized that there is still more work to do. Our efforts to prevent and reduce
crime are enhanced by the active involvement of the community. We will continue to work collaboratively with the community on
crime prevention strategies to maintain Arlington as a safe place to live, work and visit.
Sincerely,
Andy Penn
Acting Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•

•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated 7 personnel complaints in the month of February.
The Department received 6 personnel commendations from the community and 5 from other government agencies.
Personnel attended 1368.5 hours of training for the month of February. Highlights of training topics include, but are not
limited to, Changing Perceptions: A Fair and Impartial Policing Approach, General Instructor Development, Police One:
Generational Differences, Problem Oriented Policing, and Reality Based Training.
There was one application of Narcan by officers for an obvious narcotics overdose prior to the arrival of medics on scene.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•
•
•
•
•

•

The Human Resources Management Section (HRMS) processed three officers who tested positive for COVID-19 for the
month of February. A total of seven officers and civilian staff were determined to have been exposed and quarantined for a
total of 122 days.
On February 11, the Human Resources Unit (HRU) completed the Corporals Promotional Process. 23 candidates were
certified as eligible for promotion to the rank of Corporal, effective March 14, 2021.
Effective February 14, the following promotions became effective: S. Troyano was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, S. King
was promoted to the rank of Sergeant, and G. Sirinek was promoted to the rank of Sergeant.
Recruit Officer Thiel in Session 144 at the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice Training Academy (NVCJA) was selected to
serve as Vice President of B Section.
Sgt. Bercovicz coordinated legislative updates training for all sworn personnel following the 2020 Special Session in
partnership with Ms. Lindsay Brooker (Commonwealth's Attorney's Office) and MinhChau Corr (County Attorney's Office).
Sgt. Bercovicz continues to coordinate and manage the Department's yoga program with instructor Claudia Cavazza.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month
February
Total (Year to Date)

2020
Adult
292
571

Juvenile
36
69

2021
Total
328
640

Adult
163
365

Juvenile
11
13

Total
174
378

OFFENSE DATA 2
February
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2020

2021

1,081
0
18
16
79
28
10
43
65
169
89
13
10
222

929
0
7
13
49
26
22
45
95
133
57
7
13
112

1

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case ty pes do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – HIGHLIGHT ON FRAUD
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
February in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information can
be found in the Police Newsroom, Daily Crime Report, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
Scammers are constantly reinventing ways to perpetrate schemes designed to steal money from unsuspecting victims. The
Arlington County Police Department is sharing information on common scams circulating in Arlington County and ways you
can spot, avoid, and report them.
OUTSTANDING WARRANT SCAMS - Scammers use the threat of arrest or legal action to extort money from potential victims
during unsolicited phone calls where they claim the victim has an outstanding warrant. Through threats and intimidation, the
caller attempts to convince the victim to wire transfer payment or purchase prepaid debit or gift cards.

BUSINESS EMAIL SCAMS - Scammers attempt to trick employees into transferring large sums of money to them by
impersonating their boss or other company leadership in spoofed emails. When contacting the victim, they often reference
other employees’ names, job titles, email addresses, and telephone numbers to appear legitimate. They then request the
victim to send them money, usually through the form of prepaid gift cards, for certain work -related things, such as surprising a
coworker.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
BURGLARY, 2021-01190015, 2800 block of Washington Boulevard. On January 19, police were dispatched to the report
of a burglary alarm at a commercial business. Upon arrival, it was determined that the suspect forced entry into the
business, obtained keys and stole a vehicle. During the course of the investigation, crime scene evidence was collected
and matched to a known suspect. On February 23, warrants for Burglary and Grand Larceny Auto were obtained.

ROBBERY, 2021-02020037, 3000 block of Columbia Pike. On February 6, an officer on patrol located a
vehicle associated with a robbery, which occurred on February 2, in a garage in the 1100 block of S. Hayes Street.
Upon making contact with the occupant, he was determined to have been involved in the incident on February 2. Followup investigation led to the identification of the female suspect. Both suspects were charged with Robbery.
RECOVERED STOLEN AUTO, 2021-02180077, 3300 block of Lee Highway. On February 18, an officer located a vehicle
displaying a license plate previously reported stolen. A suspect was observed entering the vehicle and was taken into
custody without incident. The subsequent investigation determined the vehicle was also stolen. During a search incident
to arrest, officers located a controlled substance on his person and recovered additional narcotics during the execution of
a search warrant. The suspect was arrested and charged with Receiving Stolen Goods, Possession with Intent to
Distribute a Schedule I Controlled Substance, Possession of a Vehicle with Altered VIN and Possession of Marijuana.

NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-02190070, 1100 block of S. Joyce Street. During the course of a traffic stop on February
19, officers located suspected Schedule II Controlled Substance and a large sum of cash. The subsequent execution of a
search warrant of a hotel room located additional suspected narcotics and cash.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-02210123, 12th Street S. near S. Hayes Street. On February 21, a patrol officer
observed a suspicious vehicle and made contact with the occupants. During the course of the investigation, a controlled
substance was located inside the vehicle. The suspect was arrested and charged with Possession of Schedule I/II
Controlled Substance, No Operator’s License, and Improper Registration.
WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-02200067, 300 block of Army Navy Drive. On February 20, a patrol officer observed a
suspicious vehicle. Upon running the license plate, it was determined that the registered owner was listed as a wanted
person. The owner was taken into custody without incident. Warrants for Eluding, Driving without a License, Stopping on
the Highway and Failure to Stop at a Traffic Light were executed.

CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT MALICIOUS WOUNDING, 2018-01220218, 3400 block of S. Glebe Road. Following an
investigation into a gang-related (MS-13) stabbing which occurred on January 22, 2018, Arlington detectives previously
obtained warrants for gang participation, conspiracy to commit malicious wounding and conspiracy to commit wounding
during the commission of a felony. The arrestee was recently taken into custody in Yonkers, NY on the outstanding
Arlington warrants and waived extradition to Virginia. Members of the Organized Crime Section responded to the police
station to interview the arrestee who was then transported to booking and held on no bond.
POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO DISTRIBUTE COCAINE, 2021-02100144, 2700 block of S. Arlington Mill Drive. During
the course of an investigation into suspected narcotics distribution, detectives from Arlington County and Fairfax County
executed multiple search warrants leading to the recovery of quantities of cocaine, materials related to distribution and a
firearm at the arrestee's residence. The suspect was arrested and charged.
REGIONAL ASSISTANCE – CONSPIRACY TO DISTRIBUTE FENTANYL, As part of an ongoing Federal fentanyl
trafficking investigation, search warrants were obtained and executed for an Arlington address and two Maryland
addresses. During the execution of the search warrant, officers seized several hundred fentanyl pills, two money
counters, documents, a large sum of cash, and jewelry. As a result, two suspects were arrested on federal charges.
Additional search warrants are pending.
REGIONAL ASSISTANCE – FBI HUMAN TRAFFICKING TASK FORCE, On February 10, Arlington detectives assisted
with locating a critically endangered missing juvenile believed to be the victim of sex trafficking. The juvenile was safely
recovered. The investigation by the Task Force is ongoing.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of February in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•

•
•
•

•

The Special Operations Section (SOS) supported (5) significant escorts during the month of February.
•
On February 9, 2021, SOS assisted the Unites States Secret Service in escorting President Biden and Vice
President Kamala Harris from the White House to the Pentagon for their first official visit.
On February 25, 2021, SOS assisted the Department of Environmental Services with a major sewage leak on S. Glebe
Road and S. Eads Street. Crews were able to stop the leak and reopen the road later that day.
The Alcohol Saturation Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by
identifying, stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working
ASAP made 2 DUI arrests, issued 57 traffic summonses, 11 reckless driving summonses and seized 2 weapons.
ACPD partnered with the U.S. Department of Transportation's National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) on
the Fans Don't Let Fans Drive Drunk campaign. The campaign combines education and enforcement while
encouraging Superbowl fans to make plans ahead of game time that will prevent them from getting behind the wheel of a
vehicle after drinking.
Officers continued enforcement of the hands-free law and allocated a total of 88 hours towards these efforts.

FEBRUARY DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Program

Hours in February

Radar Speed Enforcement

247

Red Light

130

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

38

Crash Reduction Program

158

CRASHES
Crashes in
February

Crash Type

Total Crashes

80

Fatal Crashes

0

Serious Injury Crashes

4

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

8

CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
February

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
February
2,003

SIGNIFICANT TRAFFIC EVENT
Funeral Escort for Fallen Capitol Police Officer Brian Sicknick

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of February in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY EVENTS
•
The Community Outreach Unit organized/participated in seven civic association meetings and addressed 14 community related concerns from residents.
•
The Unit hosted a contactless, drive-thru Fill the Cruiser event benefiting the Animal Welfare League of Arlington (AWLA).
Approximately 130 community members provided donations of much needed food and supplies for the AWLA.
•
The Unit hosted “Paws with a Purpose,” an internal event that benefitted ACPD staff. Three emotional support K9’s from
outside organizations, alongside FRK9 Brooks, visited staff members to provide support and welcome stress relief that are
often an inherent part of policing.
•
Members of the Unit continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and safely disposed of 118.8 lbs. of
unused, unwanted or expired prescription medications turned into the four secure locations.
•
Members of the Unit continued to assist the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) with their weekly food distribution in
the Woodbury Park neighborhood.
•
Members of the Unit attended the first regional community outreach meeting comprised of law enforcement agencies
around the Northern Virginia area.
•
On February 24th, members of the Operational Support Section assisted with site preparation and on-site supervision of a
free COVID-19 testing event that was held on S. Carlin Springs Road. This “pop -up” testing site offered free COVID-19
testing to over 250 community members.
ENGAGEMENT
•
Patrol officers from several squads met with businesses throughout the County and provided them with flyers containing
crime prevention tips and information on how to safeguard their establishments from theft.
•
Officer Johnson of Echo squad was approached by a family with young children at the Fairlington Community Center. The
children were excited to see a police officer and his cruiser up close. Officer Johnson shared information about his job as a
police officer and let the children and their family explore the cruiser.
•
Officer Roussin of Echo squad spoke with community members and handed out dog treats to their K9 companions while
conducting extra checks along the Four Mile Run Trail.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit met with and gave a presentation to a local Girl Scout Daisy Troop.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit created and provided a presentation to community members on some of the
different types of fraud and scams that are circulating around Arlington County. Members provided tips on how to reduce the
risk of becoming the victim of one of these scams.
ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
The Nightlife Detail during the month of February saw steady patron counts in Clarendon and Crystal City, which can be attributed to
the Governor’s Amended Executive Orders (EO) 63 and 67 that went into effect on November 16 th, 2020. The amended EO’s 63 and
67 prohibit the selling, possession, and consumption of alcohol both on and off the premises of establishments after 10 p.m. Mixed
alcohol cocktails can be sold via delivery or take-out until 11 p.m. and beer and wine until 12 a.m. Since amended EO’s 63 and 67
have been in effect, many establishments have closed at 10 p.m. On December 10, 2020, Governor Northam issued Executive
Order 72. This EO did not change the provisions of Amended EO’s 63 and 67, except that it prohibits restaurants from seating groups
of ten or more individuals at one table. The provisions of EO 72 were extended through February 28 th before being amended
effective March 1, 2021.
•
Members of the ARI organized/participated in ten meetings with restaurant owners in Clarendon and Crystal City regarding EO 72 to
ensure understanding and compliance.
•
The ARI, along with the Washington Regional Alcohol Program (WRAP) and Responsibility.org, recognized staff from Don Tito and
Whitlow’s on Wilson for their excellence in detecting false identifications and preventing underage drinking.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
•
The Operational Support Section continues to liaison with the Department of Humans Services (DHS) and attend monthly meetings
held by different departments within the County, including Mental Health Criminal Justice Review Committee, Arlington Addiction
Recovery Initiative and other diversionary programs.
•
The Alternative Transportation detail continued through February. Alternative Transportation is a state -funded initiative to provide safe
and secure transportation for those under a temporary detention order (TDO) to treatment facilities throughout the Commonwealth.
The transportation is trauma-informed and focused on the individuals’ recovery and engagement in treatment.
AUXILIARY UNIT
•
Auxiliary officers provided a total of 159 hours of service for the month of February (421.5 for the calendar year 2021). Thi s
service includes 41 safety seat inspections, 50 bicycle registrations, and 26 hours of road patrol.

RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•
The Recruitment and Retention Unit (R&RU) hosted 5 testing dates for police officer applicants. In total, 40 applicants compl eted the
Police Entrance Exam and the Physical Ability Test (PAT), with 33 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of the hiring
process.
•
The Unit continues to utilize Handshake to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information about careers at the
Department.
•
During the month of February, the R&RU hosted several virtual Handshake information sessions highlighting the different
units and sections of the department. These information sessions focus on students looking to relocate to the National
Capitol Region, women interested in pursuing careers in law enforcement, and students attending Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCU’s).
•
In total, 311 students registered to attend the department’s virtual events. Additionally, recruiters messaged over 11,000
students and engaged directly with over a thousand of them.
•
The R&RU participated in virtual career fairs hosted by Grambling State University, Radford University and Appalachian State.
HOMELESS OUTREACH PROGRAM (HOP)
•
The Homeless Outreach Program received nine referrals for service and had 24 contacts with individuals in need of services.
•
Members of the program continue to perform joint homeless outreach with the DHS at various locations throughout the County,
distributing food, clothing and personal protective equipment (PPE), and discussing compliance with upcoming appointments and
DHS.
•
Officer Keen, the Homeless Outreach Program Coordinator, provided information related to the program to Metro Transit Police and
Fairfax County Police and discussed the potential of implementing a similar program within their agencies.
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS
•
Members of the School Resource Officer (SRO) Unit continued participating in the retail theft program. While participating at County
malls and shopping areas, they handled 34 incidents, resulting in four misdemeanor arrests and one felony arrest, four banning
notices and over $6,500 in merchandise was recovered.
COMMUNITY TRAINING SPOTLIGHT:
ACTIVE SHOOTER RESPONSE

ACPD's Community Outreach Unit hosts numerous crime
prevention and safety training presentations to community groups
throughout the County with the Active Shooter Response training
being one of the most requested. To ensure this important
information reaches as many community members as possible,
this training is now available virtually via a video-based training.

In this training, officers provide the history of active shooter cases in
the United States and how they have shaped the way that public
safety trains and prepares to respond in Arlington County. The run,
hide, fight response is reviewed with participants – with the goal of
empowering the public to help themselves first in an actual active
shooter situation.

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

The Community Outreach Teams hosted “Paws with a Purpose.” Three
emotional support K9’s from outside organizations, along with FRK9
Brooks, visited ACPD staff to provide support and stress relief.

Under those facial coverings, you’ll find service with a smile from the staff
at the Arlington Free Clinic COVID-19 Walk-Up Collection Site at Arlington
Mill.

ACPD, along with Responsibility.org and the Washington Regional
Alcohol Program, recognized staff from Don Tito and Whitlows for their
excellence in detecting fake ID’s and preventing underage drinking.

During Crisis Intervention Training (CIT), officers perform tasks while
wearing headphones simulating loud auditory hallucinations. This training
provides officers with skills to interact safely with individuals in crisis.

Officer Keen, ACPD's Homeless Outreach Coordinator, distributes
personal hygiene, food, and other supplies to an unsheltered individual
through the Homeless Outreach Program.

ACPD collected donations benefiting the Animal Welfare League of
Arlington. FRK9 Brooks asked for the community’s help ensuring his furry
valentines had the supplies they need.
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MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING CHIEF OF POLICE
On March 22, police recovered two improvised explosive devices during the execution of a search warrant
at a residence in the Ballston-Virginia Square neighborhood. The suspect was taken into custody and there
is no apparent ongoing threat to public safety. The investigation into this incident began when two witnesses
reported a concerning interaction to police. The witnesses were at a restaurant when the suspect, who was
previously unknown to them, joined for drinks. During the conversation, he made threatening statements to
harm individuals known to him and revealed, concealed in a backpack, what was described as a two-piece
shotgun made from metal pipes and a bag containing suspected shotgun ammunition.
It’s not uncommon for people who engage in suspicious or unlawful behavior to tell another person about
their plans. I want to thank these witnesses for trusting their instincts and reporting their concerns to police.
The Department takes any and all allegations of threats of violence seriously and immediately initiated a
thorough investigation into the circumstances of this incident. As a result, two explosive devices and a weapon, which had the
potential of causing serious bodily harm, have been removed from Arlington County.
The Department remains prepared to respond to any incident impacting public safety. We collaborate with other law enforcement
and intelligence agencies, share and compile intelligence data and provide training and safety awareness to police personnel and
the community. We also recognize the value community members, visitors and businesses play as an extra set of eyes and ears in
our community as we all work collaboratively in ensuring the safety of the Arlington community.

Sincerely,
Andy Penn
Acting Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•
•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated 6 personnel complaints in the month of March.
The Department received 17 personnel commendations, including 12 from community members.
Personnel attended 2196.5 hours of training in March. Highlights of training topics include, but are not limited to, A Fair and
Impartial Policing Approach, Ethical Decision Making, Response to People in Crisis and Anti-Bias Training for Police.
There was one application of Narcan by officers for an obvious narcotics overdose prior to the arrival of medics on scene.
On March 26, an Arlington Motor Officer traveling in the area of the 2200 block of King Street in Alexandria came upon a
subject who had suffered a medical emergency while riding his bicycle. The Motor Officer and a bystander conducted chest
compressions until the arrival of medics. The subject was transported to an area hospital in stable condition.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•

•
•
•
•

Congratulations to the following personnel who were promoted on March 14, 2021:
•
Rank of Captain: A. Lowrey
•
Rank of Lieutenant: R. Allen, M. Tabibi
•
Rank of Sergeant: A. Green, L. Hawkins, D. Martins
•
Rank of Corporal: S. Doescher, A. Gatto, B. Gilkes, M. Kreisher, O. Lazakovich, S. Londono, S. Pennix, K. Platko,
A. Poling, R. Ryan, W. Weiss, I. Woolley, C. Young
The Department celebrated the retirements of Captain Brett Butler and Corporal Richard Schmidt. Each provided nearly 30
years of dedicated service to the Arlington Community.
K9 Jax retired after completing his final tour of duty on March 12. He provided years of dedicated service to the Arlington
community through patrol and narcotics detection. He will remain with his handler in retirement.
A total of 9 officers/civilian staff were determined to have been exposed to COVID-19 and quarantined for a total of 67 days.
Lieutenant Paula Chavis was recognized by Saint Elizabeth University during Women’s History Month.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month
March
Total (YTD)

2019

20203

2021

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

322
847

32
84

354
931

245
816

22
91

267
907

206
571

8
21

214
592

OFFENSE DATA 2
March
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2019
1,014
0
7
15
83
17
23
35
45
147
55
8
14
244

20203

2021

960
0
4
12
76
19
6
40
68
133
68
9
9
208

1,155
0
10
13
60
11
21
47
76
168
75
10
8
88

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case types do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.
3 Monthly data for CY 2020 is reflective of impacts during COVID-19 closures. As a result, three years worth of data has been added to this report to allow
for a multi-year comparison.
1

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – COMMERCIAL BURGLARY SERIES OVERVIEW
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
March in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information can be
found in the Police Newsroom, Daily Crime Report, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
COMMERCIAL BURGLARY SERIES – In February, the Department issued a press release announcing an increase in
commercial burglaries targeting cash-based businesses. During overnight hours, suspects force entry to businesses
by smashing glass doors and windows. Once inside, the suspects are in search of cash and will remove registers and
safes if they are not bolted down. The entire incident takes only minutes and the suspects flee in an awaiting vehicle.
Since the issuing of the press release, ten additional cases have been reported in the series, with seven being
completed burglaries and three being an attempted burglary.
Detectives continue to investigate this series collaboratively with our regional law enforcement partners. Patrol officers
are conducting extra checks of commercial establishments during overnight hours and sharing crime prevention tips
on how to safeguard businesses. The Department’s efforts to prevent and solve crime are enhanced by the active
involvement of residents. Residents observing suspicious behavior in commercial areas, such as groups congregating
outside closed businesses during overnight hours, should contact dispatch at 703 -558-2222 or 9-1-1 in an emergency.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
WEAPONS VIOLATION, 2021-03260140, 1100 block of S. Hayes Street. On March 26, police received an alert for a
stolen license plate on a vehicle traveling in the area. A responding officer located the unoccupied vehicle and observed
a handgun in plain view inside the car. Officers took two men into custody as they returned to the vehicle. A search of the
vehicle revealed two handguns and a distribution amount of marijuana. Each was charged with Carrying a Concealed
Weapon and Possession with Intent to Distribute Marijuana, and the driver was charged with Possession of Stolen
Property.
WEAPONS VIOLATION, 2021-03160016, Washington Boulevard at Pentagon Parking. On March 16, police responded
to the area to assist Pentagon Force Protection Agency Police (PFPA) who had come upon a vehicle stopped in the
travel lane. Five subjects that had previously occupied the vehicle were located on the side of the road, where they were
involved in an argument. During the course of the investigation, it was determined that there was a firearm inside of the
vehicle. Upon entering the vehicle to secure the firearm, the PFPA officer located two loaded firearms, crack cocaine,
and marijuana. In all, 30 individual bags of crack were seized along with four bags that contained a total of 3.3 ounces of
marijuana. ACPD assumed the investigation and after interviewing all the occupants, one suspect was arrested and
charged with Violent Felon in Possession of a Firearm (x2), PWID Schedule I/II, Felony PWID Marijuana, Possession of
Firearm while in Possession of Schedule I/II, Possession of Firearm with Altered/Obliterated Serial Number.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-03260139, 1400 block of S. Joyce Street. As part of an ongoing narcotics investigation,
detectives executed a search warrant at the suspect’s residence. The execution resulted in the recovery of approximately
one ounce of cocaine, two ounces of marijuana, several Xanax and Oxycodone pills, and $700 US currency. The suspect
was arrested and charged with Possession with Intent to Distribute a Schedule I/II Controlled Substance, Possession
with Intent to Distribute Marijuana, Possession of a Schedule I/II and IV Controlled Substance.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-03050219, 20 th Street S. at Richmond Highway. On March 5, a patrol officer initiated a
traffic stop on a vehicle bearing a license plate that returned to a different vehicle. Upon making contact with the driver, it
was determined that he did not have a valid driver’s license. During an inventory check prior to the vehicle being towed,
over an ounce of methamphetamine was recovered. The driver was arrested and charged with Possession of a Schedule
I/II Controlled Substance.
DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY, 2021-03170173, 300 block of S. Harrison Street. On March 17, the reporting party
contacted police after learning his juvenile son spray painted several locations inside a County park. After meeting with
police, the father requested that his son work for the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) for the next few months
to reimburse the county for the damages. Detectives spoke to the Juvenile Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney and the
DPR managers who agreed, considering the juvenile’s age, to the terms in lieu of charges. The juvenile will be monitored
by the DPR managers for the next few months while he cleans up county parks throughout Arlington.
PEEPING TOM/STALKING, 2021-03110148, Aurora Highlands Neighborhood. On March 11, police responded to the
report of a peeping incident. Upon arrival, it was determined that the unknown male suspect had been peeping through
the victim’s window, with the most recent incident occurring earlier that morning. Using investigative resources, the
suspect was identified by officers. On March 12, while conducting follow-up with the victim, warrants were sought against
the suspect for Peeping and Stalking. On March 13, the suspect was taken into custody and the warrants were served.
SUBJECT WITH FIREARM, 2021-03190079, 4200 block of 31 st Street S. On March 19, police responded to the report of
a male with a gun after a member of the cleaning staff advised that the resident displayed a firearm and asked her to
shoot him. Multiple officers arrived on scene and secured a perimeter. Negotiators and SWAT members were utilized in
conjunction with a robot to gather further information and establish contact with the subject. The subject eventually
surrendered without incident. It was later determined the subject was suffering from mental health issues. The subject’s
gun was collected for safekeeping and he was transported to an area hospital for an evaluation and referred to social
services.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of March in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•

•
•
•

The Department conducted a transportation safety campaign as students returned back to in-person learning for the first
time in nearly a year. As part of those efforts, the Special Operations Section’s 18 sworn Officers and 19 Crossing Guards,
along with the School Resource Officers (SRO's), and Arlington County Sheriff’s Office Deputies staffed over 50 school
crossing locations for Arlington Public Schools (APS) from March 2nd – March 19th. ACPD also deployed Variable Message
Boards at major intersections and issued a press release to educate motorist on the return to in-person learning and share
important safety tips to keep all travelers safe. Over 1,764 hours were dedicated to the (3) week campaign. Additionally,
patrol officers have conducted high visibility traffic enforcement around schools to reinforce transportation safety
requirements in the school zones, such as reduced speeds, and at bus stops to ensure vehicles stop for loading and
unloading passengers.
The Alcohol Saturation Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by
identifying, stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working
ASAP made 8 DUI arrests, 7 misdemeanor arrests, issued 79 traffic summonses, and 22 reckless driving summonses.
Officers continued enforcement of the hands-free law and allocated a total of 92 hours towards these efforts.
The Special Operations Section (SOS) supported 6 significant escorts during the month of March.

MARCH DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Program

Hours in March

Radar Speed Enforcement

260

Red Light

278.5

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

51

Crash Reduction Program

156.5

CRASHES
Crashes in
March

Crash Type
Total Crashes

77

Fatal Crashes

0

Serious Injury Crashes

0

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

5

BICYCLE SAFETY EDUCATION
Motor officers provide an impromptu lesson in helmet safety

CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
March

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
March
1,917

SIGNIFICANT TRAFFIC EVENT
Run for Her Life 5k Walk and Yoga Event – March 13, 2021

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of March in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY EVENTS
•
The Community Outreach Unit organized/participated in 5 civic association meetings and addressed 31 community-related
concerns from residents.
•
Members of the Unit continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and safely disposed of 176.8 lbs. of
unused, unwanted or expired prescription medications turned into the four secure locations.
•
Members of the Unit continued to assist the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) with their weekly food distribution in
the Woodbury Park neighborhood.
ENGAGEMENT
•
Officer M. Keen of the Community Outreach Unit provided a virtual presentation to 59 people from ServiceSource, an
organization that provides employment and support services to individuals with special needs.
•
Evening officers from Charlie Squad attended meetings for the Youth and Young Adult Program for Restorative Justice. An
additional eight officers from the Department have started assisting with the program’s development and success.
•
Lieutenant Troyano of the Operational Support Section assisted with the rollout of the County’s third vaccination site.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit, along with several patrol officers, participated in a vehicle parade celebrating a
community member’s 85th birthday.
•
Evening officers from Delta Squad participated in a 6-year-old’s birthday parade. In addition to celebrating the special day,
officers also brought items to share with the child.
•
Daywork officers from Baker Squad conducted extra checks at several businesses located in the Aurora Highlands
neighborhood to address an increase in reported motor vehicle thefts in the area.
•
Officers from the Midnight patrol squads conducted numerous educational initiatives for community members and business
throughout the month, including topics such as an ongoing commercial burglary series and maintaining hotel security during
overnight hours.
•
Officers from several patrol squads visited businesses throughout the County and distributed flyers with safety tips and
crime prevention measures on how to safeguard their establishments and information related to carjacking offenses and
motor vehicle thefts.
•
Officer Velez of Adam Squad continues to provide fellow officers with stuffed bears to handout to children that they
encounter while on patrol in Arlington. The bears are handmade by the mother of fallen Metropolitan Police Department
Officer Paul Dittamo.
ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
The Nightlife Detail saw an increase in patron counts in both Clarendon and Crystal City. Governor Northam issued Amended
Executive Order (EO) 72, which was effective for the month of March, allowing for private and in-person gatherings, limited to 10
individuals, to be held inside establishments, while outside private and in-person gatherings were limited to 25 individuals. All persons
within the state of Virginia over the age of 5 are required to wear facial coverings while in indoor spaces and outdoor spaces when
unable to maintain at least six-feet of physical distancing. All restaurants’ dining and congregation areas can be open until 12 a.m.,
while delivery and take-out services may be offered between the hours of 12 a.m. and 5 a.m. The onsite sale, consumption, and
possession of alcohol is prohibited after 12 a.m. in any restaurant. The delivery and take-out of mixed beverages can be sold until 11
p.m., with the sale of beer and wine ending at 12 a.m.
•
There was one Bar Safe Violation issued during the month of March by the Nightlife Detail.
•
A total of 27 fake identifications were collected by the Nightlife Detail for the month of March.
•
On Wednesday, March 17, the SoberRide® vehicle made stops across Arlington County as a high-visibility reminder to arrive home
safely after drinking – whether it’s by using a ridesharing service, taxi, public transportation, or designated sober driver.
•
The Washington Regional Alcohol Program (WRAP) offered free Lyft rides for community members from 4 p.m. on March
17 to 2 a.m. on March 18 in an effort to ensure that everyone has a safe ride home on high-risk holidays. WRAP announced
88 persons used the service.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
•
CIT leadership met to begin preparations for the reestablishment of regular CIT trainings for ACPD staff. A 40-hour class, adhering to
COVID-19 protocols, will be held for 10 police officers and 10 sheriff’s deputies next month.
•
The Operational Support Section continues to liaison with the Department of Human Services (DHS) and attends monthly meetings
held by different departments within the County, including Mental Health Criminal Justice Review Committee, Arlington Addiction
Recovery Initiative and other diversionary programs.
•
The Co-Responder program has continued through the month of March. Daywork officers are assigned to assist DHS
Emergency Services with welfare checks of their clients and respond to dispatched calls-for-service involving persons
suffering from mental illness and crisis.
•
The Alternative Transportation detail continued through March. Alternative Transportation is a state-funded initiative to provide safe
and secure transportation for those under a temporary detention order (TDO) to treatment facilities throughout the Commonwealth.
The transportation is trauma-informed and focused on the individuals’ recovery and engagement in treatment.
AUXILIARY UNIT
•
Auxiliary officers provided a total of 325 hours of service for the month of March (747 total for the calendar year 2021). This
service includes 74 safety seat inspections, 75 bicycle registrations, and 8 hours of patrol.
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•
The Recruitment and Retention Unit (R&RU) hosted 3 testing dates for police officer applicants. In total, 45 applicants completed the
Police Entrance Exam and the Physical Agility Test (PAT), with 38 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of the hiring
process.
•
The Unit continues to utilize Handshake to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information about careers at the
Department.
•
During the month of March, the R&RU hosted several virtual Handshake information sessions highlighting the different units
and sections of the department. These information sessions focus on students that are interested in the Special Victims Unit,
women interested in pursuing careers in law enforcement, and students attending Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSI’s).
•
The R&RU participated in four virtual career fairs hosted by several Colleges and Universities.
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS
•
Members of the SRO unit continued participating in the retail theft program. While participating at County malls and shopping areas,
they handled seven incidents, resulting in one misdemeanor arrest, one felony arrest, and two banning notices.
HOMELESS OUTREACH PROGRAM (HOP)
•
HOP received 15 referrals for service and had 35 contacts with individuals in need of services.
•
Members of the program continue to perform joint homeless outreach with the DHS at various locations throughout the County,
distributing food, clothing and personal protective equipment (PPE), and discussing compliance with upcoming appointments and
DHS.
•
HOP presented to a regional audience of stakeholders about issues related to unsheltered individuals for a webinar hosted by a
property management company.
•
Members of the HOP had their first meeting with the Metro Transit Police Department and conducted their first joint homeless
outreach operation.
HOMELESS OUTREACH PROGRAM:
ENGAGEMENT SPOTLIGHT
Officer M. Keen, HOP Coordinator, responded to community
concerns involving a large encampment inside a bus shelter near the
Crystal City Metro. After meeting with the individual to discuss the
concerns, he agreed to move his belongings out of the shelter with
the assistance of Officer Keen and additional County employees.

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

ACPD Officers and Crossing Guards greeted students, teachers and staff,
helping to ensure their trip back to class was a safe one as Arlington
Public Schools returned to modified in-person learning in early March.

The Community Outreach Unit participated in a meet and greet at the
new Primrose School located in Clarendon as part of our ongoing
commitment to building strong community-based partnerships.

While working ACPD’s Back to School transportation safety campaign,
Motor Officers Kirby & Bates met these junior officers, who were excited
to check out their motorcycles and have their questions answered.

The SoberRide® vehicle patrolled Arlington County on St. Patrick’s Day
as a high-visibility reminder to arrive home safely after drinking – whether
it’s by using ridesharing services, taxis, or public transportation.

A community member left this note of appreciation stating ‘Thank you for
keeping us all safe’ on one of our cruisers. The safety of the Arlington
community is our top priority and we’re grateful for the support we receive.

In Women’s History Month, ACPD welcomed its 1st female commander,
Lt. Chavis, to the Homicide/Robbery Unit. The unit’s past & present
female detectives came together to document this significant milestone.
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MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING CHIEF OF POLICE
On May 10, the Arlington County Police Department and the Arlington County Sheriff’s Office hosted a
virtual Observance of Peace Officers Memorial Day. This solemn ceremony is held each year ahead of
National Police Week as part of our ongoing commitment to never forgetting the service and sacrifice of the
officers who lost their lives in the line of duty for the safety and protection of others.
This year we honored the 295 officers who died in the line of duty in the United States in 2020. In moments
of uncertainty and danger, these officers willingly and without hesitation risked their own safety by placing
themselves in harm’s way for the peace and security of others. Their unwavering devotion to their fellow
community members and their selfless acts of heroism demand and deserve our recognition.

Tragically, 182 of the 295 line of duty deaths this past year were COVID related, highlighting the risks
police officers and all public safety and frontline workers faced during the pandemic to ensure the safety and wellbeing of their
communities.
We also paid tribute to Arlington's seven heroic officers who have died in the line of duty. Our fallen heroes gave their liv es for a safer
and more secure Arlington and we are committed to always remembering their sacrifices, honoring their service and living and
serving by their legacy. A memorial in their honor is located outside the Arlington County Courthouse. I welcome you to visit the
memorial and watch our Observance of Peace Officers Memorial Day to learn more about their acts of valor.

Sincerely,
Andy Penn
Acting Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•

•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated 3 personnel complaints in the month of April.
The Department received 11 personnel commendations, including 9 from community members and 1 from another law
enforcement agency.
Personnel attended 3095.5 hours of training in April. Highlights of training topics include, but are not limited to, Fair and
Impartial Policing Approach, Crisis Intervention Team Training, Peer Support Program Seminar, Realistic De -escalation of
Force for Instructors, Stress Management: Caring for Yourself and Others, and Anti-Bias Training for Law Enforcement.
As a result of a recent spike in re-vinned vehicles being sold to unsuspecting buyers and dealers, the Property Crimes Unit
purchased three OBD2 Auto Code Readers to assist in identifying these vehicles. All Auto Unit detectives are trained in the
VIN verification process and using the readers. When possible, they will respond to VIN verification calls for service.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•
•

•

Congratulations to the following personnel who were promoted on April 11, 2021:
•
Rank of Corporal: C. Burns, K. Francis, J. Pardee, D. Roehring and K. Roussin.
The Department celebrated the retirements of Lieutenant Joseph Kantor, Sergeant Sean Carrig, Detective Cynthia Garcia,
Detective Scott Wanek, Corporal David Munn and Corporal Michael Ravinskas. Together, these officers provided over 150
years of dedicated service to the Arlington community. We wish each of them the best of luck in retirement and their future
endeavors.
As part of our ongoing commitment to officers’ wellness, the Training and Career Development Unit continues to coordinate
and develop fitness classes for the Department. These classes include Intro to Rowing, Barbell Weightlifting, and
Bodyweight Movements. Additionally, Master Police Officer Bercovicz continues to coordinate and manage the Department’s
yoga program with instructor Claudia Cavazza.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month
April
Total (YTD)

2019

20203

2021

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

261
1,108

24
108

285
1,216

191
1,007

10
101

201
1,108

183
752

3
24

186
776

OFFENSE DATA 2
April
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2019
882
0
7
14
63
13
8
28
53
136
67
10
11
186

20203

2021

776
1
1
15
53
12
11
35
66
114
66
7
6
120

992
0
3
20
96
32
15
33
61
120
80
20
4
90

1

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case ty pes do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.
3 Monthly data for CY 2020 is reflective of impacts during COVID-19 closures. As a result, three years worth of data has been added to this report to allow
for a multi-year comparison.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – APRIL SIGNIFICANT ARRESTS
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
April in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information can be
found in the Police Newsroom, Daily Crime Report, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
STRANGULATION, 2021-04130189, 1800 block of N. Uhle Street. On April 13th, police responded to the report of an
assault in progress. Upon arrival it was determined that the male suspect approached the female victim from behind and
tightly placed a rope or cord around her neck. The victim attempted to pull the object loose and fell to the ground with the
suspect over her. The suspect then began to strangle her with his hands and stopped the attack when two witnesses
arrived in the area. Detectives launched a thorough investigation, resulting in the identificatio n of the suspect. He was
arrested and charged with Strangulatio n and Abduction with Intent to Defile.
COMMERCIAL BURGLARY, 2021-04240046, 6000 block of Wilson Boulevard. On April 24th, officers conducting extra
checks at commercial establishments observed a vehicle backed in front of a business with both front doors open. The
front window of the business had been broken out and three suspects were observed exiting. Officers attempted to stop
the suspects but they fled the scene on foot. During a search of the area, one juvenile suspect was located and taken
into custody. He was charged with various criminal offenses.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-04140035, 300 block of Army Navy Drive. On April 14 th, an officer conducting proactive
patrol observed a vehicle with signs of drug paraphernalia, and usage, in plain view parked at a hotel. Officers detained two
suspects as they returned to the vehicle. One suspect was in possession of marijuana, and there were two empty gun holsters,
and ammunition located in the vehicle. Detectives were notified and search warrants for the hotel room and vehicle were
obtained. Inside the hotel room were two loaded Glock handguns, just under a pound of marijuana, and over $16,000 in
cash. The suspect was arrested and charged with Possession with Intent to Distribute Marijuana.

NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-04160083, 400 block of 12th Street S. On April 16th, an officer conducted a traffic stop on
an unregistered vehicle. During the course of the investigation, the officer determined the driver was operating the
vehicle without a valid license. During an inventory search prior to towing the vehicle, a large quantity of crystal
methamphetamine and cash were found. Detectives were contacted and a search warrant on a related hotel room was executed
resulting in the recovery of approximately $3,200 in cash and 2oz of crystal methamphetamine. The suspect was arrested and
charged with Possession with Intent to Distribute Schedule II, Possession of Schedule IV and Transporting Controlled
Substances into the Commonwealth.
POSSESSION OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY, 2021-04030122, 4800 block of 2nd Road N. On April 3, Arlington County
Police received a report about possible crimes involving child pornography. During the course of the investigation, a
suspect was identified and a search warrant related to his property was executed. Following a forensic review of the
evidence, the suspect was arrested on five counts of possession of child pornography.
VANDALISM, 2021-04064010, 1500 block of Crystal Drive. On April 6 th, police received an online report for a series of
stickers with hate messaging placed at a train station. The Gang Unit, which reviews all reports of graffiti in the County,
contacted the reporting party and obtained images of the stickers. The stickers were identical to a series previously
investigated by the Unit which resulted in the identificatio n and arrest of the suspect. The suspect was currently wanted
by the Arlington County Sheriff’s Office for Failure to Appear. On April 7 th, officers were dispatched to the report of an
individual trespassing on the train tracks from Long Bridge Park towards Crystal City and determined the individual was
the wanted suspect. He was taken into custody without incident. The investigation into the stickers is ongoing at this
time.

RECOVERED STOLEN AUTO, 2021-04080189, 900 block of S. Columbus Street. On April 8 th, police received a report of
a suspicious vehicle and recovered an unoccupied stolen vehicle. During the course of the investigation, detectives
identified a juvenile suspect and sought petitions for Possession of a Stolen Vehicle and Conspiracy to Commit Grand
Larceny Auto. The vehicle is believed to have been used in a separate criminal offense and that investigation is ongoing.
FELONY ELUDING, POSSESSION OF STOLEN VEHICLE, ALTERED VIN, 2021-03300177, Route 110 at Marshall
Drive. On March 30th, an officer attempted a traffic stop on a vehicle displaying improper registration. The vehicle fled
from the officer and was later recovered in Washington D.C. by United States Capitol Police. The vehicle was transported
back to the Arlington County impound lot. Upon further investigation, it was determined that the vehicle was stolen out of
Prince George’s County, Maryland. The driver was arrested in D.C. for possession of a stolen firearm.
LARCENY, 2020-09140139, 4800 block of Old Dominion Drive. On April 28th, a wanted suspect responded to the police
station to turn himself in on outstanding warrants for credit card theft and conspiracy to commit credit card theft. The
investigation determined that the suspect and several conspirators targeted victims parked at a business in Arlington County
and stole wallets containing credit and debit cards from their vehicles. The suspects used the cards immediately at businesse s in
Maryland to purchase laptops which they later sold for cash.
SEX OFFENSE, 2020-12110007, 2500 block of Arlington Boulevard. On December 11 th, 2020, police investigated the
report of a sexual battery during a residential burglary. The suspect was arrested on December 15 th and charged with
various offenses. In April, following an extensive investigation, detectives obtained additional warrants against the
suspect for Burglary with the Intent to Commit Rape and Attempted Rape.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of April in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.

•
•
•
•

•

•

The Special Operations Section (SOS) supported 8 significant escorts during the month of April including the April 13th
funeral escort for United States Capitol Police Officer William Evans who was killed in the line of duty defending the U.S.
Capitol on April 2nd, 2021.
A vehicle crash that occurred during the early morning hours of April 17th is being investigated as a fatality after the driver of
one of the involved vehicles passed away from injuries sustained as a result of the crash.
Officers continued enforcement of the hands-free law and allocated a total of 94.5 hours towards these efforts.
Motor Officers assigned to the SOS competed in the NOVA Motorcycle Rodeo on April 24th & 25th. Officer Stephen Capizzi
finished 1st in the Law Enforcement Novice Category and was one of the TOP 10 riders in the entire competition!
The Alcohol Saturation Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by
identifying, stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working
ASAP made 7 DUI arrests, apprehended 2 fugitives, issued 113 traffic summonses, and 18 reckless driving summonses.
Officers continue to conduct enforcement at specific locations based upon community concerns and crash data. These
efforts resulted in an increased police presence, enforcement and education.

APRIL DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Program

Hours in April

Radar Speed Enforcement

25*

Red Light

212.5

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

58

Crash Reduction Program

142.75

*The department has completed the allotted hours of Radar Speed
Enforcement for the fiscal year.

2021 NOVA Motorcycle Rodeo – April 24 & 25, 2021

CRASHES
Crashes in
April

Crash Type

Total Crashes

105

Fatal Crashes

1

Serious Injury Crashes

1

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

7

CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
April

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
April
1,636

ACPD conducted a Funeral Escort for Retired Police
Chief William K. Stover on April 30, 2021

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of April in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY EVENTS
•
The Community Outreach Unit organized/participated in 8 civic association meetings and addressed 11 community-related
concerns from residents.
•
Members of the Unit continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and safely disposed of 215.8 lbs. of
unused, unwanted or expired prescription medications turned into the four secure locations.
•
Members of the Unit continued to assist the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) with their weekly food distribution in
the Woodbury Park neighborhood.
•
An Organized Crime Section detective attended a Drug Take Back event with the Department of Human Services at
Culpepper Gardens on April 13th. Participants safely disposed of 11 pounds of prescription medication.
•
Members of the Unit assisted Operation Gratitude with assembling 500 care packages to be sent to U.S. military personnel.
•
On April 30th, members of ACPD and other regional law enforcement partners paid final respects to retired Chief of Police
William K. “Smokey” Stover, who passed away from natural causes at the age of 89 years old on April 17 th, 2020. Chief
Stover was laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery.
ENGAGEMENT
•
Patrol officers from several squads, alongside members of the Community Outreach Unit, participated in the Green Valley
Earth Day clean-up event on April 24th, where residents walked the neighborhoods to pick-up and remove trash.
•
Patrol officers participated in the YMCA’s Awaken Summer Imagination Event where they played games, engaged with
attendees and showcased their cruisers.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit participated in a Facebook Live event held in Spanish with representatives from
the Colombian Consulate to provide information about the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) and education on
Virginia traffic laws.
•
Patrol officers from Adam Squad continued working with Officer M. Keen, Homeless Outreach Program coordinator, to
identify individuals in need of services that they interacted with throughout the County. Officers also spoke with community
members about the resources available to them if they are assisting with concerns regarding the mental health of neighbors.
•
Members of the Tactical Operations Section met with a local family and their two children during training exercises. The
children were excited to meet the officers and one of the children was even dressed in his own police uniform.
•
Patrol officers from several squads provided establishments throughout Arlington County with information from the Business
Outreach Unit on how to safeguard their businesses from criminal activity.
•
Officer Velez of Adam Squad continues to provide fellow officers with stuffed bears to hand out to children that they
encounter while on patrol in Arlington. The bears are handmade by the mother of fallen Metropolitan Police Department
Officer Paul Dittamo.
ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
The Nightlife detail saw an increase in patron counts in Clarendon and Crystal City during the month of April.
•
On March 23rd, Governor Northam issued Fourth Amended Executive Order (EO) 72, which allowed for all indoor private bookings to
be limited to 50 people, and outdoor private bookings to be limited to 100 people. On April 21st, Governor Northam issued Fifth
Amended EO 72, which allowed for patrons to be seated at the bar of establishments for service, provided a minimum of six feet is
maintained between parties. All Virginians five years of age and older are required to wear a facial covering in indoor public spaces
and outdoors when unable to maintain at least six feet of distance between parties. All restaurant dinning and congregation areas can
be open until 12 a.m., while delivery and take-out services may be offered between the hours of 12 a.m. and 5 a.m. The on-site sale,
consumption, and possession of alcohol is prohibited after 12 a.m. in any restaurant. Delivery and take-out of mixed beverages can
be sold until 11 p.m. and beer and wine can be sold until 12 a.m.
•
There were five Bar Safe Violations issued during the month of April by the Nightlife Detail.
•
A total of eleven fake identifications were collected by the Nightlife Detail for the month of April.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
•
Members of the Operational Support Section met with CIT staff to reestablish regularly scheduled CIT training. A 40-hour class for 10
officers and 10 Arlington County Sheriff's Deputies was held beginning on April 19 th.
•
The Operational Support Section continues to liaison with the Department of Human Services (DHS) and attends monthly meetings
held by different departments within the County, including Mental Health Criminal Justice Review Committee, Arlington Addiction
Recovery Initiative and other diversionary programs.
•
The Co-Responder program has continued through the month of April, but has transitioned to being based out of the
Emergency Communications Center. Following this transition, multiple calls for service have been addressed by DHS
clinicians either over the phone or by scheduling an appropriate response to the individuals needs.
•
The Alternative Transportation detail continued through April. Alternative Transportation is a Department funded initiative where
overtime officers provide safe and secure transportation for those under a temporary detention order (TDO) to treatment facil ities
throughout the Commonwealth when the State funded transportation company is unavailable. The transportation is trauma-informed
and focused on the individuals’ recovery and engagement in treatment.
AUXILIARY UNIT
•
Auxiliary officers provided a total of 361 hours of service for the month of April (1,108 total for the calendar year 2021). This
service includes 64 safety seat inspections, 101 bicycle registrations, and seven security surveys.
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•
The Recruitment and Retention Unit (R&RU) hosted three testing dates for police officer applicants. In total, 20 applicants completed
the Police Entrance Exam and the Physical Agility Test (PAT), with 15 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of the hiring
process.
•
The Unit continues to utilize Handshake to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information about careers withi n the
Department.

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS
•
Members of the SRO Unit continued participating in the retail theft program. While participating at County malls and shopping areas,
they received three calls for service, resulting in one misdemeanor arrest and two banning notices.
•
Members of the Unit assisted APS in coordinating several graduation parades for middle schools across the County.
HOMELESS OUTREACH PROGRAM (HOP)
•
HOP received seven referrals for service and had 97 contacts with unsheltered individuals in need of services.
•
Members of the program continue to perform joint homeless outreach with the DHS at various locations throughout the County,
distributing food, clothing and personal protective equipment (PPE), and discussing compliance with upcoming appointments with
DHS.
•
Members of the program, along with the help of additional County employees, assisted with the removal of an encampment in the
5100 block of Wilson Boulevard and connected the individual with services.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit provided a presentation to the Rotary Club of D.C. about the Homeless Outreach
Program.
COMMUNITY OUTREACH UNIT:
National Prescription Drug Take Back Day – April 24, 2021
The Community Outreach Unit and the Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) provided the public with the opportunity to dispose of potentially
dangerous expired, unused, unwanted prescription drugs on April 24 th. This
was the DEA’s 20th event since its inception over 10 years ago. During this
free and anonymous contactless drive-thru event, Arlingtonians disposed of
205 lbs. of medications. Community members who were unable to attend
this event can continue to utilize the four permanent prescription drug take
back boxes available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

On Friday, April 23rd, ACPD held a promotional ceremony to recognize
officers recently promoted to the ranks of Captain, Lieutenant, Sergeant
and Corporal. Congratulations to all on your hard work!

Thank you to everyone who helped K9 Lucas celebrate his 5 th birthday on
April 27th! He spent the day taking in all of the sights and sounds that
Arlington County has to offer.

ACPD officers had a great time interacting with community members,
playing games and showcasing their cruisers at YMCA’s Awaken
Summer Imagination Event on April 24 th .

Members of the Arlington Restaurant Initiative (ARI) began placing ‘Ask
for Angela’ stickers on the doors/windows of participating establishments,
letting patrons know that they can ask for assistance if needed.

ACPD has previously been the recipient of Operation Gratitude and was
honored to have the opportunity to pay it forward by joining their efforts in
assembling care packages for military members and their families.

DHS conducted another iteration of Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) for
ACPD, ACSO, community corrections and federal partners to provide
them with the skills to work safely and effectively with those in crisis.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
I am incredibly humbled to be selected to serve as the Chief of the Arlington County Police Department.
Leading this agency is the greatest honor of my professional career. As Chief, I commit to having an
open, accountable and accessible police department that will work collaboratively with everyone to build
trust. I believe trust comes through increased transparency, accountability, respect and communication. I
recognize that we cannot do our job effectively without working tirelessly to establish productive
partnerships and relationships with those we serve. I will also continue implementing recommendations
of the police practices group, including: a focus on data transparency, advancing co-response for mental
health crisis, increasing diversity of our workforce, strengthening officer training on bias-free principles,
working with a newly established Civilian Review Board, establishing alternatives for dispute resolution
and other important areas including racial equity.
This is a transformational time in the law enforcement profession and I see this as a true period of opportunity to work
collaboratively with our community in determining the future of policing in Arlington. I believe it is important to first engage with the
community, as well as members of the Department, before outlining our comprehensive strategic plan. Throughout the summer, I
will be hosting a series of community conversations to hear directly from you, our community, on areas we are doing well, areas
for continued growth, and the vision of the agency moving forward. These engagements, coupled with internal conversations with
personnel, will assist us in formulating our plan. I encourage you to watch my message to the Arlington Community and subscribe
to police news to stay informed about the upcoming community conversations and other police information.
Sincerely,
Andy Penn
Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•

•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated 5 personnel complaints for the month of May.
The Department received 14 personnel commendations, including 3 from community members, 2 from other departments
within Arlington County, and 4 from other law enforcement agencies.
Personnel attended 2522 hours of training in May. Highlights of training topics include, but are not limited to, Alzheimer’s
and Autism Awareness for Law Enforcement, Basic Crisis Negotiation, Changing Perceptions: A Fair and Impartial Policing
Approach, Police One: Anti-Bias Training for Law Enforcement, Trauma Response and the Criminal Justice System.
There were 6 applications of Narcan by officers for obvious narcotics overdoses prior to the arrival of medics on scene.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•
•
•
•

Members of the Department attended a ceremony hosted by the Metropolitan Police Department, alongside the Arlington
County Fire Department and other local police departments, in which they received the Medal of Valor, recognizing their
assistance during the January 6th insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.
Ten (10) Captain candidates participated in the promotional process during the month of May. The final eligibility list was
certified by the Arlington County Human Resources Department and has been forwarded to Chief Penn for review.
Sergeant Lutz conducted de-escalation meetings to begin developing an outline for a lesson plan to implement and present
to all officers.
Master Police Officer Bercovicz continued management of the Yoga Program for the month.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month
May
Total (YTD)

2019

20203

2021

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

255
1,363

19
127

274
1,490

214
1,221

8
109

222
1,330

184
947

3
28

187
975

OFFENSE DATA 2
May
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2019
1,033
0
12
20
64
16
16
31
74
181
63
13
8
188

20203

2021

916
1
9
19
67
32
15
55
75
120
64
6
9
159

1,062
0
15
23
97
31
23
42
62
138
71
18
7
83

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case types do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.
3 Monthly data for CY 2020 is reflective of impacts during COVID-19 closures. As a result, three years worth of data has been added to this report to allow
for a multi-year comparison.
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CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CALL FOR SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
May in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information can be
found in the Police Newsroom, Daily Crime Report, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
CHECK ON THE WELFARE, 2021-05280121, Radnor/Ft. Myer Heights neighborhood. On May 28 th, police were
dispatched to the report of a female in her 80’s who had not been heard from in a number of days. Officers vetted all
reasonable options regarding the resident not responding to telephone calls nor officers attempting to make contact at
her residence. Due to additional information concerning her welfare, officers were authorized to make entry and located
the female on the floor in an altered state of consciousness. She was transported to an area hospital for treatment.
MISSING ENDANGERED ADULT, 2021-05090004, Columbia Heights neighborhood. On May 9 th, officers responded to
the report of a missing adult who had made threats to harm himself and left his residence with a kitchen knife. Officers
searched the building and the surrounding areas for the individual. The Fairfax helicopter assisted with an aerial search
and a bloodhound K-9 unit conducted a track. The missing adult was eventually located and provided with information on
mental health resources.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
WEAPONS VIOLATION, 2021-05070131, Columbia Pike at S. Wakefield Street. On May 7 th, a patrol officer conducted a
traffic stop on a vehicle displaying an improper registration. During the course of the investigation, it was determined that
the registration and license plate were fraudulent. During an inventory search prior to towing the vehicle, a firearm and
controlled substance were recovered. The driver was arrested and charged with various offenses including Felon in
Possession of a Firearm, Felon in Possession of Ammunition, Felon in Possession of a Concealed Weapon and
Possession with Intent to Distribute a Schedule I Controlled Substance.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-05240103, Crystal City. Acting on intelligence information from the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) Boston and the Metropolitan Area Drug Task Force Parcel Interdiction HIDTA group, detectives
initiated an investigation into a subject picking up freight from a facility located in Baltimore. The freight was suspected to
be a large amount of Marijuana and was being delivered to a storage facility in Arlington. A suspect was developed and
search warrants were obtained for two storage units and an apartment in Crystal City. On May 27 th, the search warrants
were executed and over 530 lbs. of marijuana and $67,000 was seized and one arrest was made in the case. The
investigation into this incident is ongoing.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-05150122, 1100 block of S. Hayes Street. On May 15 th, police received an alert for a
stolen vehicle in the area. Responding officers located the vehicle parked and unoccupied. Further investigation
determined that it was not the stolen vehicle but that it was improperly registered and displaying the license plate from
the stolen vehicle. The suspect was taken into custody when he returned to the vehicle. The suspect provided false
identifying information to officers but was identified utilizing law enforcement resources and determined to have six
outstanding warrants. During a search incident to arrest, narcotics were located on the suspect’s person and in the
vehicle. The suspect was arrested and charged with Possession of Schedule I/II Controlled Substance, Identity Theft Use
to Avoid Arrest, Improper Registration and Possession of Marijuana.
RECOVERED STOLEN AUTO, 2021-05050016, 4200 block of 2 nd Road N. On May 5 th, a patrol officer observed a
parking violation and determined the vehicle had previously been reported stolen. When the subject returned to the
vehicle, he was taken into custody without incident and charged with Possession of Stolen Property and Unauthorized
Use of a Vehicle.
RECOVERED STOLEN AUTO, 2021-05130031, Arlington Boulevard at N. Courthouse Road. On May 13 th, an officer
driving to work in his personal vehicle observed a vehicle with a flat tire nearly tip over as it turned from N. Pershing
Drive onto Eastbound Route 50 at a high rate of speed. The vehicle became disabled and stopped at the ramp from
Route 50 to N. Courthouse. Two males then exited the vehicle and got into one of two accompanying vehicles, fleeing
the scene. The disabled vehicle was found to have just been stolen from the 1000 block of N. Edgewood street, along
with another vehicle belonging to the same owner. The second stolen vehicle, which had been one of the accompanying
vehicles, was located unoccupied and recovered a short while later in Washington D.C. The investigation is ongoing.

IDENTITY THEFT, 2021-05110135, NB 110 at Marshall Drive. On May 11 th, an officer conducted a traffic stop on a
speeding vehicle. The driver of the vehicle verbally provided false identifying information, but produced an old
registration card with a possible real name. Upon researching the information, the driver was identified and determined to
have six outstanding warrants. The driver was arrested and charged with Identity Theft to Avoid Arrest and No Operator’s
License.
ASSAULT & BATTERY, 2021-05130125, 3200 block of Columbia Pike. On May 31 st, police responded to the report of an
assault with injury inside a business. The investigation revealed that an intoxicated man with a history of acting disorderly
in the business returned and began harassing employees. When asked to leave, he confronted a female employee. The
employee displayed a knife to defend herself and a physical altercation ensued. The employee suffered several minor
injuries and the suspect received a non-life-threatening cut to his face. Both were transported to an area hospital for
treatment. The male suspect was arrested and charged with Assault & Battery.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of May in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•
•

•
•
•
•

During the month of May, the police department participated in the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s highvisibility Click-it or Ticket campaign. The campaign, which coincides with the Memorial Day holiday, runs from May 24th to
June 6th, and works towards reducing the number of fatalities that occur when drivers and passengers fail to buckle up.
The Special Operations Section (SOS) supported 12 significant escorts during the month of May including assisting with
the escort of Retired Colonel Ralph Pucket Jr., who received the Medal of Honor, the nation’s highest award of military
valor in action, from the President of the United States at the White House on May 21st. Puckett received the award for his
combat actions at Hill 205 in the vicinity of Unsan, Korea on November 25-26, 1950. Read about his acts of valor.
Officers continued enforcement of the hands-free law and allocated a total of 37 hours towards these efforts.
SOS assisted with road closures connected to the Pacers Friday Night 5K Race at National Landing on May 7 th. This was
the first 5K race conducted on Arlington roadways since December of 2019.
SOS assisted our regional law enforcement partners with Rolling to Remember events during Memorial Day weekend.
The Alcohol Saturation Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by
identifying, stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working ASAP
made 18 DUI arrests, issued 89 traffic summons and 14 reckless driving summons, and made 5 felony arrests.

MAY DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Program

Hours in May

Radar Speed Enforcement

204.5

Red Light

161

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

55

Crash Reduction Program

174

SIGNIFICANT ESCORT
Retired Colonel Ralph Pucket Jr. received the Medal of Honor
from the President of the United States on May 21st.

CRASHES
Crashes in
May

Crash Type
Total Crashes

115

Fatal Crashes

0

Serious Injury Crashes

3

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

5

CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
May

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
May
1,840

TRAFFIC EVENT
Motor officers assisted with traffic control during the Bike Ride
to End Domestic Violence on May 24th.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of May in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY EVENTS
•
On May 13th, officers from Adam Squad, the Special Operations Section (SOS), and the Community Outreach Unit assisted
with public safety patrols and traffic control for the Eid al-Fitr Prayer Congregation at Barcroft park.
•
On May 20th, Detective Parsons attended the Arlington Neighborhood Village Coffee and Conversations and discussed
ways those in attendance could keep themselves safe from consumer scams and identity theft.
•
Lieutenant Troyano of the Operational Support Section coordinated and assisted with staffing and security arrangements for
COVID-19 vaccination pop-up locations.
•
The Community Outreach Unit participated in six (6) civic association meetings as well as two (2) community events, while
addressing five (5) community-related concerns from residents.
•
Community Outreach Unit members continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and safely disposed of
243.8 lbs. of unused, unwanted, or expired prescription medications turned into the four secure locations.
•
Community Outreach Unit members continued to assist the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) with their weekly food
distribution in the Woodbury Park neighborhood, filling and distributing approximately 305 bags of groceries.
•
Community Outreach Unit members conducted a Fill the Cruiser food drive in support of AFAC on May 18th. In 2 hours,
across 3 locations, community members donated 3,671 lbs. of food to benefit neighbors in need. We appreciate your
generosity, Arlington!
ENGAGEMENT
•
Sergeant Chung of the School Resource Officer (SRO) Unit met with the owner of a local Asian restaurant and initiated
preliminary talks on forming a coalition for Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) outreach.
•
On May 11th, Corporal Smithgall met with students and faculty from the Program for Employment Preparedness (PEP) at the
Arlington Career Center. During his visit, he shared information and engaged with those in attendance.
•
ACPD has recently investigated reports of residential burglaries where the suspect(s) gained entry to the victim’s garage
through an open door, or they’ve accessed a garage door opener from inside an unlocked vehicle. During routine patrols,
Midnight officers located residences with open garage doors and made contact with the homeowners, reminding them the
importance of protecting and securing their property during the nighttime hours.
•
Lieutenant Washington of Charlie Squad continues to work with Restorative Arlington to implement the Youth and Young
Adult Restorative Justice Program.
•
Baker Squad officers conducted numerous park checks which resulted in five (5) park safe violations for various quality of
life offenses.
•
On May 30th, Baker Squad officers participated in a meeting with children involved in the Tragedy Assistance Program for
Survivors (TAPS) outside of Fire Station 5. The officers handed out stickers and took pictures with the children.
•
Frank Squad officers decreased the likelihood of accidents caused by intoxicated drivers by ensuring individuals
participating in Nightlife activities had safe rides home.
•
Frank Squad officers met with the managers and security staff of various restaurants to establish relationships and discuss
ways to better assist with disputes, fights, fake identifications, as well as loud noise complaints.
ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
The Nightlife Detail saw increased patron counts during the month of May in Clarendon and Crystal City.
•
Members of the ARI organized and participated in nine (9) meetings with restaurant and business owners.
•
Members attended the National Institute of Crime Prevention’s Advanced Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED)
course in Fort Collins, Colorado. This course certifies attendees to complete evaluations for businesses and assist them in creating
best practices for a safer establishment.
•
Members conducted three (3) security trainings for businesses in Arlington County and held two (2) SoberRide® outreach events.
•
There were three (3) Bar Safe Violations issued during the month of May.
•
A total of 52 fake identifications were collected by the Nightlife detail during the month of May.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
•
Lieutenant Troyano worked with the Department of Human Services (DHS) and the Business Outreach Unit (BOU) to coordinate
training for DHS clinicians to better equip them for work in the field. These trainings are expected to begin in June.
•
Lieutenant Troyano continues to liaison with CIT staff to reestablish regular CIT training for ACPD staff as pandemic restrictions begin
to lift. An 8-hour refresher training course for all staff is under development.
AUXILIARY UNIT
•
Auxiliary officers provided a total of 183 hours of service for the month of May (1,291 total for the 2021 calendar year). This
service includes 71 safety seat inspections, 121 bicycle registrations, and 2 security surveys.
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•
The Recruitment and Retention Unit (R&RU) hosted two (2) testing dates for patrol officer applicants. In total, 18 applicants
completed the Police Entrance Exam and the Physical Agility Test (PAT), with 13 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of
the hiring process.
•
On May 25th, Officer B. Gilkes attended the Philadelphia Law Enforcement Hiring Expo hosted by Reliant Hiring Solutions and the
King of Prussia Crowne Plaza.
•
Members of the Special Operations Section (SOS) attended the VALE Law Enforcement Appreciation and Recruitment Event in
Ashland, Virginia on May 16th.
•
The R&RU continues to utilize Handshake to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information about careers within the
Department.
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS (SRO)
•
Members of the SRO Unit provided classroom instruction for the Second Chance program, an educational program for Arlington
middle and high school students designed to deter their use of alcohol, drugs, and other illegal substances.
HOMELESS OUTREACH PROGRAM (HOP)
•
HOP received 15 referrals for service and had 35 contacts with unsheltered individuals in need of service.
•
Members of the program continue to perform joint homeless outreach with DHS at various locations throughout the County. During
the month, members distributed 23 meals and 14 backpacks containing personal protective equipment (PPE) and hygiene kits.
•
Officer Keen and Officer Hirschman assisted with the removal of an encampment adjacent to the VRE tracks in Crystal City.
•
Officer Keen assisted a HOP client with moving into his new apartment and arranged for delivery of furniture from donors.
•
Officer Keen and the nursing staff from Arlington Street People’s Assistance Network (A-SPAN) preformed joint medical outreach for
the homeless, which will continue to take place on a weekly basis.
ENGAGEMENT SPOTLIGHT: PATROL OFFICERS IN THE COMMUNITY

On May 14th, officers responded to a
disabled school bus and, while waiting for a
replacement, shared stories about their
favorite animals and passed around
homemade stuffed bunnies.

While conducting routine patrols in the County
on May 22nd, daywork officers visited a
lemonade stand. The officers enjoyed some
lemonade and took photos with the young
entrepreneurs.

On May 27th, Corporal Levy had the pleasure
of meeting junior officer Axel! He was dressed
for the occasion and told her all about his
police car at home!

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

On May 18th, ACPD conducted the 2nd annual Fill the Cruiser Food Drive
in support of AFAC. In 2 hours across 3 locations, Arlingtonians donated
3,671 lbs. of food to be distributed neighbors in need.

ACPD Officers and Professional Staff engaged with patrons &
businesses at the Quarterfest Crawl on May 15th, showcasing the
SoberRide® Vehicle as a reminder to arrive home safely after drinking.

On May 10th, members of ACPD & ACSO solemnly gathered to observe
Peace Officers Memorial Day and honor the brave men and women who
lost their lives while in the service and protection of their communities.

ACPD participated in regional Critical Incident Response Team (CIRT)
training to promote public confidence that an objective investigation will
occur when an officer is involved in a critical incident.

On May 24th, the Metropolitan Police Department presented members of
ACPD who responded to the January 6th insurrection at the U.S. Capitol
with a Ribbon of Valor, recognizing their assistance.

On May 24th, Lidl US grocery store donated breakfast to our staff,
showing their appreciation of the work that we do. We gratefully
appreciate their continued support and generosity!

The Arlington County
Police Department

@ArlingtonVAPD

@ArlingtonVAPD

Arlington County
Police Department

June 2021

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
I truly believe the Arlington County Police Department is at our best when we are working collaboratively
with the community. I also recognize that this is a transformational time in the law enforcement
profession and a true period of opportunity to work with the community in determining the future of
policing in Arlington. As we continue to advance best practices in alignment with 21st Century Policing, I
want to ensure the department is providing a level of service that reflects the values and expectations of
the Arlington community.
I invite members of the Arlington community, organizations, and businesses to join me at Community
Conversations with the Chief throughout Arlington this summer. Similar to our popular Coffee with a Cop
series, these community conversations will have no speeches or agenda. This is an informal opportunity
for the police department to hear directly from you, our community, on areas we are doing well, areas for
continued growth, and the vision of the agency moving forward. This critical feedback, along with internal conversations with
ACPD personnel, will assist in the formulation of our strategic plan, which will be shared with the community later this year.
I recognize that we cannot do our job effectively without working tirelessly to establish productive partnerships and relationships.
I am proud of the strong relationships we’ve built in the community but recognize there is still more work to do. Through events
such as these Community Conversations, I hope to build trust, increase transparency, and establish open lines of communication.
I look forward to speaking with you this summer and hearing your thoughts and concerns.
Sincerely,
Andy Penn
Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated 5 personnel complaints for the month of June.
The Department received 17 personnel commendations for the month of June, including 10 emails and 3 letters from
community members, 3 from Arlington County Government agencies and 1 from an outside law enforcement agency.
Personnel attended 3,553 hours of training in June. Highlights of training topics include, but are not limited to, Police One:
Anti-Bias Training for Law Enforcement, Assisting Individuals in Crisis, Police One: Constitutional and Community Policing,
Ethics, Integrity, and Procedural Justice, Project Lifesaver, and Crisis Communication Basics.
There were 4 applications of Narcan by officers for obvious narcotics overdoses prior to the arrival of medics on scene.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•
•
•

During Arlington Chamber of Commerce’s State of the County and Public Safety Awards, Detective Sloan received the
Meritorious Service Award and Lieutenant Pilco, Corporal Pehrson, and Corporal Lugasi received Life-Saving Awards.
On June 4th, ACPD celebrated the distinguished career of MPO Keith Ahn who retired after serving the Arlington community
for 30+ years.
On Monday, June 14th, the 23 recruit officers from Session 144 graduated from the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice
Training Academy (NVCJTA) and began their post-academy local training program the following day. Post academy training
is a four-week program designed to act as a bridge between basic training and field training, where recruit officers learn
Arlington specific protocols and procedures, including critical legal constructs, court and courtroom procedures, methods
pertaining to responding to in progress calls and DUI investigations. De-escalation techniques are incorporated into and
constantly reinforced throughout our department training curriculum.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month
June
Total (YTD)

2019

20203

2021

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

256
1,619

26
153

282
1,772

164
1,385

5
114

169
1,499

225
1,179

7
35

232
1,214

OFFENSE DATA 2
June
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2019
1,043
0
13
13
82
25
11
56
92
159
78
19
7
168

20203

2021

907
1
7
13
52
26
17
40
55
149
76
10
8
121

1,129
0
14
11
99
26
20
40
68
177
78
15
5
105

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case types do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.
3 Monthly data for CY 2020 is reflective of impacts during COVID-19 closures. As a result, three years worth of data has been added to this report to allow
for a multi-year comparison.
1

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
June in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information can be
found in the Police Newsroom, Daily Crime Report, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
FALSE REPORT TO POLICE, 2021-06200149, Clarendon neighborhood. On June 20, police were dispatched to the
Clarendon Metro for the report of a strong-arm robbery. The reporting party advised that a known individual, who he is
prohibited from having contact with, approached him and forcefully took his cell phone from his hand. Upon further
investigation, it was determined that the reporting party, in violation of a protective order, went to the place of
employment of the individual and then fabricated the robbery story. The reporting party was charged with Violation of
Protection Order and Filing a False Police Report.
FALSE REPORT TO POLICE, 2021-06200136, Arlington Mill neighborhood. On June 20, police responded to the report
of a breaking and entering in progress. The reporting party stated that 1 to 4 armed males were attempting to kick in his
door. Responding officers made entry to the building and did not observe anyone in the hallway of the residence.
Contact was made with the reporting party and it was determined that he was suffering from a mental health crisis. He
was referred to services.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO DISTRIBUTE METHANPHETAMINE, GD-20-0055. As part of an ongoing narcotics
investigation, detectives executed a search warrant on the suspect’s vehicle, resulting in the seizure of approximately six
pounds of crystal methamphetamine and a handgun. A search warrant obtained and executed at the suspect’s residence
resulted in the seizure of approximately two ounces of crystal methamphetamine and three more handguns. The
investigation is ongoing.
POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO DISTRIBUTE MARIJUANA, 2021-06100153, 1200 block of N. Queen Street. Acting on
intelligence information from the FBI Cross Borders Task Force regarding marijuana and promethazine codeine traffickers,
detectives initiated an investigation into an Arlington residence. As a result of the investigation, a search warrant was
obtained and executed which resulted in the recovery of approximately 4.5 pounds of marijuana, over $36,000 cash, over
2,000 pre-printed unused bags, a money counter, 5.7 mm ammunition, and 9 mm handgun ammunition. The investigation is
ongoing.
POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO DISTRIBUTE SCHEDULE I, 2021-06290202, I-66 WB at Glebe Road. On June 29, an
officer conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle displaying improper registration. An inventory search prior to towing the vehic le
resulted in the recovery of a distribution amount of fentanyl, user amount of cocaine and cash. The investigation is ongoing.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-06030086, 6500 block of 29 th Street N. As part of an ongoing narcotics investigation,
detectives from Arlington, Fairfax, and the Drug Enforcement Administration executed a search warrant at a residence
resulting in the discovery of a large-scale marijuana manufacturing operation. The residents associated with the location
were distributing several pounds of marijuana, THC wax, THC liquid and THC vapes through an Instagram account. The
search warrant resulted in the recovery of $11,380 cash, 219 lbs. of THC cartridges, 144 lbs. of THC liquid, 65.6 lbs. of
marijuana, 11.8 lbs. of edibles, 80.8 lbs. of THC wax, and 5.2 lbs. of mushrooms. The investigation is ongoing.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-06050263, Lee Highway at N. Glebe Road. On June 5, police received an alert for a stolen
vehicle associated with a wanted subject. A responding officer located the vehicle, conducted a traffic stop and took the
driver into custody. A search of the vehicle incident to arrest resulted in the recovery of fentanyl, heroin, and drug
paraphernalia. The driver was charged with Possession of Scheduled I/II Substances and Driving While Suspended.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-06110001, 2400 block of South Glebe Road. On June 11, a patrol officer conducting extra
checks in the area received information about an individual asleep behind the wheel of a running vehicle. Upon approaching
the vehicle, the officer observed suspected drugs and drug paraphernalia in plain view. A search of the vehicle resulted in
the recovery of approximately 1.5 ounces of cocaine and a user amount of fentanyl. The driver was arrested and charged
Possession with Intent to Distribute Schedule I/II, Importation of a Controlled Substance, and Possession of a Schedule I/II.
WEAPONS VIOLATION, 2021-06280018, I-395 at S. Eads Street. On June 28, an officer conducting speed enforcement in
the area of Washington Boulevard and Columbia Pike observed a vehicle traveling faster than the posted speed limit and
effected a traffic stop. Upon making contact with the driver, he was determined to be driving without a license. During a
search of the vehicle prior to towing, a bag containing a handgun was recovered. The driver was charged with Reckless
Driving, No Operators License, and Carrying a Concealed Weapon.
RECOVERED CARJACKED VEHICLE, 2021-06220073, 800 block of Army Navy Drive. On June 22, police received an alert
for a stolen vehicle taken in an armed carjacking in Washington D.C. Officers located the unoccupied vehicle and monitored
the area. Four suspects were taken into custody when they returned to the vehicle. During a search of the vehicle, two
loaded semi-automatic handguns were recovered. An adult and juvenile suspect were charged. The investigation is
ongoing.
WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-06300035, N. Highland Street at 11 th Street N. On June 30, a parking service aide conducting
parking enforcement received an alert on a parked, unoccupied vehicle whose registered owner was wanted related to a
felony hit and run out of Fairfax City. Officers established a perimeter and observed a male matching the suspect
description approach and enter the vehicle. The officers took the suspect into custody without incident.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of June in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•
•
•
•
•
•

During the month of June, the police department participated in the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s highvisibility Click-It or Ticket Campaign. Officers dedicated 864.5 hours to the campaign’s education and enforcement efforts.
The Special Operations Section (SOS) supported nine significant escorts during the month of June, including three
for military veterans being laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery.
The SOS also assisted with three Special Events, including the Armed Forces Cycling Classic held at National Landing,
and the Clarendon Cup. The races occurred the weekend of June 5th – 6th, and involved professional and amateur
cyclists from around the country.
Officers continued enforcement of the hands-free law and allocated a total of 97 hours towards these efforts.
Officers continue to address community traffic concerns throughout the County. During the month of June, these efforts
included stop sign violations and speeding near Yorktown High School and speed enforcement on east and westbound Lee
Highway. Community members can report ongoing transportation safety complaints using an online form.
The Alcohol Saturation Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by
identifying, stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working ASAP
made 14 DUI arrests, issued 71 traffic summons and 17 reckless driving summonses, and made two felony arrests.

DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Program

Hours in June

Radar Speed Enforcement

251

Red Light

135

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

111

Crash Reduction Program

64

PHOTO NEEDED

Heroes Charity Golf Tournament – June 24th

CRASHES
Crashes in
June

Crash Type

Total Crashes

120

Fatal Crashes

0

Serious Injury Crashes

1

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

2

CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
June

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
June
1,875

Outside Arlington National Cemetery - June 3rd

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of June in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY EVENTS
•
The Community Outreach Unit participated in six civic association meetings as well as six community events, while
addressing eight community-related concerns from residents.
•
Community Outreach Unit members continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and safely disposed of
349.8 lbs. of unused, unwanted, or expired prescription medications turned into the four secure locations.
•
Community Outreach Unit members continued to assist the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) with their weekly food
distribution in the Woodbury Park neighborhood, filling and distributing approximately 315 bags of groceries.
•
Lieutenant Washington, along with members of the Community Outreach Unit, attended and participated in Arlington
County’s Juneteenth Peace Rally at the Bozman Government Center.
•
On June 25th, members of the LGBTQ+ Liaison Team and Arlington Restaurant Initiative (ARI) held a Pride with the Police
event at Freddie’s Beach Bar and Restaurant. This informal event provided community members with an opportunity to
discuss any of their public safety concerns or issues with team members and other ACPD personnel.
•
Members of the LGBTQ+ Liaison Team attended a panel discussion hosted by Freddie’s Beach Bar and Restaurant, with
speakers from the National Landing BID, Amazon, Equality Chamber of Commerce, and the Arlington Gay and Lesbian
Alliance, to learn how to create safe spaces for LGBTQ+ employees.
ENGAGEMENT
•
Lieutenant Washington continued working with Restorative Arlington to implement the Youth and Young Adult Restorative
Justice Program. Along with the county coordinator, they conducted a restorative justice familiarization training session with
members of the Special Operations Section.
•
Officer Douglas of Adam Squad engaged with community members living in the neighborhoods off of Military Road, Lorcom
Lane, and Old Dominion Road and informed them about the ways they could ensure their homes and vehicles were secured
during the nighttime hours.
•
Multiple Midnight Officers engaged with community members experiencing homelessness, hunger, and mental illness.
Officers obtained food and water for these individuals, discussed available services with them and made referrals to services
offered by other county agencies.
•
During routine patrols, Officer Mellone of Echo Squad located residences with open garage doors and made contact with
the homeowners, reminding them of the importance of securing their property during the nighttime hours.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit attended the Green Valley Civic Association public safety work group meeting to
discuss recent community concerns and begin developing ways to address the issues.
ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
The Nightlife Detail saw increased patron counts during the month of June in Clarendon and Crystal City.
•
Members of ARI organized and participated in 12 meetings with restaurant and business owners.
•
There were nine Bar Safe Violations issued during the month of June.
•
A total of 215 fake identifications were collected by the Nightlife detail during the month of June.
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•
The Recruitment and Retention Unit (R&RU) hosted two testing dates for patrol officer applicants. In total, 20 applicants completed
the Police Entrance Exam and the Physical Agility Test (PAT), with 13 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of the hiring
process.
•
The R&RU continues to utilize Handshake to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information about careers within the
Department.
•
Corporal Brooks, who previously played for the Pittsburgh Steelers, attended and participated in the NFL Players Association’s virtual
career development program and spoke with student athletes who are interested in pursuing careers in law enforcement.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
•
On June 29th and 30th, members of the Business Outreach Unit (BOU) provided training to the Department of Human Services
(DHS) clinicians to better equip them for work in the field. Lieutenant Troyano worked with DHS and Business Outreach Unit to
coordinate and establish these training sessions.
•
The Co-Responder program has continued through the month of June, but has transitioned to being based out of the Emergency
Communications Center, and is now staffed by a DHS clinician full-time. Incidents continue to be diverted from patrol to the clinician
for assistance over the phone or for help scheduling a more appropriate response to the individual’s needs.
AUXILIARY UNIT
•
Auxiliary officers provided a total of 322.5 hours of service for the month of June (1,613.5 total for the 2021 calendar year).
This service includes 60 safety seat inspections, 187 bicycle registrations, and two residential/business security surveys.

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS (SRO)
•
Members of the School Resource Officer (SRO) unit continued high-visibility presence in local neighborhoods and around public
schools.
•
Members of the SRO unit processed 16 community member walk-in police incident reports at the Records Office, 47 reports from the
telephone reporting number, and 103 online reports.
•
During the last two weeks of school, SROs provided traffic control assistance at three school crossings for morning arrival and
afternoon dismissal to supplement the Crossing Guard Unit.
HOMELESS OUTREACH PROGRAM (HOP)
•
HOP received 10 referrals for service and had 31 contacts with unsheltered individuals in need of service.
•
Members of HOP visited a formerly homeless subject to deliver household goods, which were donated by ACPD officers. This
subject is newly housed and acquired housing as a result of a housing lottery facilitated by the joint homeless outreach coalition in
Arlington County.
•
Members of HOP delivered donated clothing, books, toys, and household items to Bridges to Independence, a shelter for women
and children located in Arlington County.
•
HOP performed joint homeless outreach with Stephanie Funkhauser, a PathForward nurse. Food, medical supplies, and medication
were delivered to several unsheltered subjects in need.
•
HOP received an email from a woman in the Shenandoah Valley who had heard of the program and was attempting to locate her
adult son, who she believed to be in Arlington. She had not heard from her son in six weeks and knew her son to be experiencing
substance abuse. She was concerned for his well-being and wanted to determine his status. Coordinating with other members of the
larger Homeless Outreach Coalition, Officer Keen was able to locate her son within the day. Additional follow-up is pending.
ENGAGEMENT SPOTLIGHT: OFFICERS IN THE COMMUNITY

On June 6th, K9 Lucas and his handler, Cpl.
Gardner, worked to ensure the safety of
participants and spectators at the 2021
Armed Forces Cycling Classic.

On June 30th, the Community Outreach Unit
attended the Laurel Mews neighborhood
gathering thanks to an invite from the HOA
President, a Citizen’s Police Academy grad!

On June 30th, Officer Montoya treated himself
to a freshly-made snow cone in an effort to
stay cool and refreshed during these warm
summer months!

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

On June 14th, Arlington County swore in 23 new Police Officers,
following graduation from Session 144 of the Northern Virginia Criminal
Justice Academy.

On June 5th, the Rogers family graciously donated a taco bar lunch from
District Taco to ACPD’s Baker and Delta Squad officers. We are truly
grateful for their generosity and support!

Chief Penn presented Lt. Pilco, Cpl. Pehrson, and Cpl. Lugasi with the
Life-Saving Award and Det. Sloan with the Meritorious Service Award on
behalf of the Arlington Chamber Public Safety Awards.

In recognition of Pride Month, ACPD hosted Pride with the Police at
Freddie’s Bar & Restaurant, where community members engaged with
members of ACPD and discussed any public safety concerns.

Chief Penn, Deputy Chief Cassedy, and Deputy Chief Vincent met with
Representative Don Breyer to discuss ways to improve transparency and
collaboration to keep Arlington a safe community.

On June 16th, officers participated in the annual Law Enforcement Torch
Run to help raise awareness and support for the Virginia Special
Olympics athletes.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
As students return to class on Monday, August 30 th, the Arlington County Police Department (ACPD) will
conduct a high-visibility transportation safety campaign in and around school zones and bus stops to
ensure the first trip back to class is as safe as possible. Variable message boards will be placed along
roadways throughout the County to raise awareness about the start of the academic year and to remind
motorists to slow down, avoid distracted driving and watch for students. With a little awareness and
prevention, all travelers can reach their destinations in a timely and safe manner.
While Arlington County Police Officers will not be in the schools this year, we remain fully committed to
being actively engaged with Arlington’s youth. Officers assigned to the newly formed Youth Outreach Unit
will be out in the community, building relationships with those we serve and supporting youth initiatives
and educational campaigns that help keep children safe. Over the next few months, members of ACPD and Arlington Public
School (APS) will work collaboratively to develop a new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to redefine and reimagine the
working relationship between the two organizations. Youth Outreach and Patrol Officers will continue to respond, as appropriate,
when we are contacted regarding a school-based incident, which can be reported for investigation by calling the Emergency
Communications Center at 703-558-2222 or 9-1-1 in an emergency. Additionally, applicable non-emergency incidents can be
reported by using the Online Reporting System or by calling the Telephone Reporting Unit (TRU) at 703-228-4300.
Sincerely,
Andy Penn
Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•

•
•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated 1 personnel complaint for the month of July.
The Department received 19 personnel commendations for the month of July, including 13 from community members, 4
from other Arlington County Government agencies and 2 from outside law enforcement agencies.
Personnel attended 8,352 hours of training in July. Highlights of training topics include, but are not limited to, Community
Policing Defined, Let’s Talk About Race, Police One: Generational Differences, and Constitutional and Community Policing.
Three patrol officers attended Compassion Fatigue training funded by a Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS)
grant and provided by the Center for Trauma Resilience Studies.
There were 4 applications of Narcan by officers for obvious narcotics overdoses prior to the arrival of medics on scene.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•

•
•
•

Congratulations to the following personnel who were promoted on July 4 th, 2021:
•
Rank of Captain: D. Green, Jr., A. Kim
•
Rank of Lieutenant: A. Bercovicz, L. Haglof, M. Martin
•
Rank of Sergeant: D. Brooks, R. Reese, J. Staley
•
Rank of Corporal: T. Attridge, M. Casey, H. Epstein, J. Montoya
On July 30th, the department celebrated the retirement of Lieutenant Dave Reiten, who dedicated nearly 27 years of service
to the Arlington community.
On July 20th, Congressman Don Beyer, U.S. Representative from Virginia’s 8 th District, joined the Arlington County Board to
thank the men and women of the Arlington County Police and Fire Departments who showed selfless bravery responding
and protecting the U.S. Capitol during the insurrection on January 6 th, 2021.
Recruit Officers began their basic training as part of Session 145 at the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice Academy on July
20th.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month
July
Total (YTD)

2019

20203

2021

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

283
1,902

29
182

312
2,084

207
1,592

5
119

212
1,711

249
1,432

4
39

253
1,471

OFFENSE DATA 2
July
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2019

20203

2021

1,151
1
12
10
65
19
13
62
123
215
99
13
8
222

1,163
0
15
14
77
43
6
74
95
159
125
7
15
142

1,127
0
22
20
88
15
20
31
69
201
78
13
12
94

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case types do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.
3 Monthly data for CY 2020 is reflective of impacts during COVID-19 closures. As a result, three years worth of data has been added to this report to allow
for a multi-year comparison.
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CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
July in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information can be
found in the Police Newsroom, Daily Crime Report, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
AUTISM SENSORY KIT USAGE, 2021-07110102, 2100 block
of Washington Boulevard. On July 11 th, officers responded at
the request of the Department of Human Services (DHS) to
assist with a juvenile autistic male. Arriving officers evaluated
the situation and requested the department’s Autism Sensory
Kit be brought to their location. The kit assisted with calming
the child throughout the remainder of the DHS assessment.
The Autism Sensory Kits, which were generously donated by friends and
family of an ACPD officer, include a 7.5 lb weighted blanket, noise
cancelling headphones, a 156-piece Velcro binder with flashcards for
interacting with non-verbal children, and a variety of sensory-related toys.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
SEX TRAFFICKING, 2021-07290160, 900 block of N. Pollard Street. Police received information regarding a male
suspect allegedly sex trafficking female victims out of his residence. Advertisements regarding the services were located
online and a subsequent search warrant was executed at the residence. As a result of witness interviews, the male
suspect, who was not on scene, was identified. After receiving information about his whereabouts, detectives arrested
and charged the suspect with Commercialized Sex Trafficking.
POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO DISTRIBUTE METHAMPHETAMINE, GD-20-0055. Arlington detectives, working in
conjunction with the Drug Enforcement Administration, served an arrest warrant on a suspect allegedly responsible for
importing multiple pounds of methamphetamine into the Eastern District of Virginia and elsewhere.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-07070218, 200 block of 23 rd Street S. On July 7 th, an officer was conducting proactive
patrols at the above location when the two subjects, who were sitting on the hood of a vehicle, ran upon seeing him. The
officer approached the parked vehicle associated with the subjects and observed a firearm, ammunition and suspected
narcotics in plain view. The subjects subsequently returned to the area and were detained without incident. A search of
the vehicle revealed the firearm was a loaded 9mm Glock with a 32 round magazine. Also recovered in the vehicle was
over one ounce of amphetamines, a personal use amount of cocaine and ½ pound of marijuana. The owner of the
vehicle was arrested and charged with Possession with Intent to Distribute (PWID) Schedule II, PWID Schedule II While
Armed, Possession of Schedule II, Possession of Schedule II While Armed and Importation/Felony PWID Marijuana.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-07170140, 800 block of Army Navy Drive. On July 17 th, an officer conducting proactive
patrol observed a parked vehicle displaying improper registration. Upon investigation, the officer observed a firearm in
plain view inside the vehicle. Two suspects were taken into custody as they returned to the vehicle. During a search of
the vehicle and the suspects, narcotics and the firearm were recovered. The suspects were charged with various
narcotics and firearms violations.
LARCENY, 2021-07180152, 1200 block of S. Hayes Street. On July 18 th, police were dispatched to the report of a
larceny. Upon arrival, it was determined that the suspect entered a business, allegedly selected merchandise and left
without paying. The suspect fled from responding officers into the Pentagon City Metro and entered the tracks. The
tracks were searched with negative results. At approximately 4:42 p.m., the suspect was observed inside the metro. A
perimeter was established, and with the assistance of Metro Transit Police and Pentagon Force Protection Agency, the
suspect was taken into custody and transported to an area hospital for treatment of non -life threatening injuries. In
addition to being charged in Arlington, the suspect was later charged with murder in Prince George’s County, MD.
WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-07160186, Ronald Reagan International Airport. On July 16 th, ACPD detectives working in
conjunction with the Metropolitan Washington Airport Authority, Montgomery County Police Department and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, took a bank robbery suspect into custody after he landed at the airport. The suspect is alleged to
have committed a July 1 armed robbery of the Chase Bank located at 8435 Georgia Avenue in Silver Spring, MD and
was found to be in possession of stolen proceeds from the bank at the time of his arrest. He was subsequently extradited
to Montgomery County, MD and held without bond.
WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-06234001, 3900 block of 4 th Street N. Patrol officers began investigating the report of a
suspect frequently entering a business and stealing merchandise. Through the course of the investigation, officers
developed a suspect description and obtained warrants for his arrest. On July 1 st, the suspect was located and taken into
custody on six felony warrants for Petit Larceny 3+.

ROBBERY BY FORCE, 2021-07120124, 1500 block of Crystal Drive. On July 12th, a patrol officer was dispatched to the
report of a larceny in progress. Upon arrival, store employees pointed out the suspect who was walking towards the
metro. The suspect initially refused the officer’s commands, but ultimately complied. The investigation revealed the
suspect entered the business, stole items and pushed two employees that were standing at the exit as he fled. A search
of the suspect incident to arrest yielded suspected narcotics. The suspect was charged with Robbery by Force and
Possession of Schedule I/II Substance.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of July in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•

•
•

•
•
•

On July 4th, the Special Operations Section (SOS) managed the deployment of law enforcement resources for this year's
Independence Day Celebration. In coordination with federal, state, and local partners, over 200 ACPD Officers and ACSO
Deputies were utilized to secure Arlington's three fireworks viewing sites: US Marine Corp War Memorial (Iwo Jima), US Air
Force Memorial, and Long Bridge Park. Despite large crowds, there were no major incidents to report.
On July 23rd, ACPD assisted the United States Secret Service with a campaign event at Lubber Run Community Center
attended by President Biden.
On July 24th, the SOS managed the law enforcement support of the Bands & Brews on the Boulevard event at Ballston
Quarter. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this was Arlington's first street festival since October 2019. The event organizers
estimated over 15,000 patrons attended the event.
ACPD continues to investigate a July 10th fatal two-vehicle crash at Arlington Boulevard and N. Manchester Street.
Officers continued enforcement of the hands-free law and allocated a total of 73 hours towards these efforts.
The Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by
identifying, stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working ASAP
made 16 DUI arrests, issued 67 traffic summons and 13 reckless driving summonses, and made two felony arrests.

DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Program

Hours in July

Radar Speed Enforcement

176

Red Light

153

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

50

Crash Reduction Program

50
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CRASHES
Crashes in
July

Crash Type
Total Crashes

140

Fatal Crashes

1

Serious Injury Crashes

7

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

10

Special Operations Section – July 4th
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CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
July

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
July
1,582

Bands & Brews on the Boulevard – July 24th

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of July in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
•
Police Chief Andy Penn introduced a new series of events called Community Conversations with the Chief and invited
community members, organizations and businesses to join him at various locations throughout Arlington this summer. These
events serve as an informal opportunity for the police department to hear directly from the Arlington community on areas we
are doing well, areas for continued growth and the vision of the agency moving forward. Two of the first events were held
during the month of July, with the first being held on July 27 th at Mega Mart and the second on July 29 th at the Ballston
Quarter. Thank you to everyone who joined us to share feedback on the future of policing in Arlington. We look forward to
engaging with you at future events.
•
The Community Outreach Unit participated in and attended three community sponsored events, conducted four community
presentations, as well as addressed 13 community-related concerns from residents.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and safely
disposed of 190.4 pounds of unused, unwanted, or expired prescription medications turned into the four secure locations.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit continued to assist the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) with their
weekly food distribution in the Woodbury Park neighborhood, filling and distributing approximately 310 bags of groceries.
ENGAGEMENT
•
Officer Herring of Adam Squad met with an individual experiencing homelessness and provided him with extra clothing and
information on available resources and services within the County. Officer Keen, ACPD’s Homeless Outreach Program
coordinator, was made aware of the situation and will follow up with him.
•
Officer Douglas of Adam Squad frequently visits the Madison Dog Park in the Old Glebe Civic Association. While in the area,
she conducts extra checks and engages with community members who are able to voice any concerns about any ongoing
issues in the area.
•
Corporal Wallace of Frank Squad met with students at the Merit School in Clarendon and discussed safety tips with them.
The children were able to take photos with his cruiser and received goody-bags.
•
Frank Squad officers met with business owners throughout the County and addressed any questions or concerns regarding
recent crimes in the area and provided owners with crime prevention information and tips to safeguard their businesses.
•
Frank Squad officers conducted extra checks of parks in the Barcroft and Alcova Heights neighborhoods after receiving
community concerns regarding residents hearing loud fireworks and music being played during the nighttime hours.
•
Delta Squad officers attended a child’s birthday party and interacted with community members during the special occasion.

ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
The Nightlife Detail saw increased patron counts during the month of July in both Clarendon and Crystal City.
•
Members of ARI organized and participated in seven meetings with restaurant and business owners.
•
Members of ARI displayed the SoberRide® vehicle at the Ballston Bands & Brews on the Boulevard event on July 24th and the
Community Conversations with the Chief at the Ballston Quarter on July 29th in an effort to increase public awareness on the inherent
dangers and consequences associated with drunk driving.
•
There were four Bar Safe violations issued during the month of July.
•
A total of 46 fake identifications were collected by the Nightlife detail during the month of July.
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•
The Recruitment and Retention Unit (R&RU) hosted two testing dates for patrol officer applicants. In total, 24 applicants completed
the Police Entrance Exam and the Physical Agility Test (PAT), with 17 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of the hiring
process.
•
The R&RU continues to utilize the Handshake platform to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information about
careers within the Department.
•
During the month of July, members of the department’s Special Victims Unit (SVU) hosted a virtual information session for
students who were interested in learning more about the department and the work of the investigative unit.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
•
The Co-Responder program has continued through the month of July, but has transitioned to being based out of the Emergency
Communications Center, and is now staffed by a Department of Human Services clinician full-time. Incidents continue to be diverted
from patrol to the clinician for assistance over the phone or for help scheduling a more appropriate response to the individual’s needs.
•
Lieutenant Troyano continues to liaison with Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) staff to reestablish regular CIT training for department
personnel. A 40-hour course was conducted during the month of July and another is scheduled for the month of September.
AUXILIARY UNIT
•
Auxiliary officers provided a total of 201.5 hours of service for the month of July (1,815 hours total for the 2021 calendar
year). This service includes 61 safety seat inspections, 103 bicycle registrations, one residential/business security survey
and one presentation on crime prevention tips.
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS (SRO)
•
Members of the School Resource Officers (SRO) Unit conducted a Summer Safety Patrol Camp for students ahead of the academic
year. The week-long camp is sponsored by AAA and offered to incoming 4th and 5th grade students who want to participate in the
safety patrol program during the school year.
•
During the 2021 Summer Safety Patrol Camp’s four week-long sessions, students learned the various responsibilities of being an
effective safety patrol member and observed demonstrations by public safety personnel.
•
The campers received a visit from Corporal Gardner and his partner, K-9 Lucas, who is certified in Explosive Detection and
can detect 26 kinds of explosive materials and residue.
•
Members of the Arlington County Fire Department’s Bomb Squad displayed their gear and discussed the work they do to
keep the community safe.
•
Master Police Officer Tara Crider of the Crime Scene Unit taught campers how to take fingerprints.
•
Members of the SRO Unit, in partnership with the Arlington AHC, Inc., conducted the Arlington County Summer Teen Enrichment
Program (AC STEP), which is designed to teach high school students leadership skills, smart decision-making skills, and educative
lessons through positive experience and mentorship.
HOMELESS OUTREACH PROGRAM (HOP)
•
The Homeless Outreach Program (HOP) received four referrals for service and addressed four community concerns regarding
unsheltered individuals.
•
Members of the HOP continue to liaison with the Department of Human Services (DHS) and attend monthly meetings held within the
County to discuss department initiatives and diversionary programs.
•
Officer Keen, the HOP coordinator, met with community members to address concerns over an encampment that had been
established in the Arlington Heights neighborhood. At the request of the property manager, Officer Keen assisted with the removal of
the encampment and provided the individual with food, water and information regarding services within the County.
ENGAGEMENT SPOTLIGHT: OFFICERS IN THE COMMUNITY

ACPD was at the Bands & Brews on the
Boulevard Festival to spread awareness about
the dangers of drinking and driving and remind
people to arrive home safely.

You can’t beat the price of $1 lemonade! On July
11th, ACPD officers were able to stay hydrated in the
warm summer heat thanks to these young
entrepreneurs in Ashton Heights.

On July 23rd, Corporal Francis of the Community
Outreach Unit enjoyed some summer fun with
community members at Drew Park in the Green
Valley neighborhood!

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

During the first sessions of the 2021 Summer Patrol Safety Camp,
students learned the various responsibilities of being an effective safety
patrol member during the upcoming academic year.

To kick off our Community Conversations with the Chief series, Mega
Mart hosted the first event on July 27th. Thank you to everyone who
joined to share important insights about the future of policing in Arlington!

Members of the Arlington County Police Department’s Motor Unit had a
great time celebrating Independence Day with Lyon Village during their
annual 4th of July parade!

On July 1st, ACPD introduced it’s newest member, K9 Bo! K9 Bo is a 2.5
year old Doberman from Philadelphia. He is trained in Explosive
Detection and will work alongside his handler, Cpl. Williams.

On July 22nd, K9 Lucas, alongside his handler Cpl. Gardner, was all
smiles as he worked to ensure that the Rosslyn Live Concert Series was
safe for patrons and performers.

On July 16th, ACPD held a promotional ceremony to recognize officers
promoted to the ranks of Captain, Lieutenant, Sergeant, and Corporal.
Congratulations to all for outstanding work and continued dedication!
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
September 11th, 2001, was a beautiful morning that began with all the normal daily routines of life. Little
did we know, within a few short hours we would face one of the most horrific acts of terrorism that this
nation has ever experienced.
It is not possible to think of September 11th without reflecting upon the loss of life. Nearly 3,000 innocent
men, women and children were taken from us as a result of the actions of a few. For those of us that
have dedicated our lives to public safety, this is one of the darkest days ever experienced. Our partners
in the fire service lost 343 brave men and women, and our brothers/sisters in law enforcement lost 71.
Here in Arlington, we lost Corporal Harvey Snook in January of 2016 as the result of cancer contracted
while working in the recovery efforts at the Pentagon. Harvey was a wonderful human being, a great police officer and a true
friend to all that he met. He is sorely missed by all of us at ACPD.
As we reflect back to 20 years ago, we should not only honor those we lost but recognize the strength of our community. Those
that committed this heinous act were directly attacking our way of life. What the terrorists did not count on was the resiliency of
our nation and the American people who came together and supported one another through some of our darkest days. It is our
solemn promise to never forget the lives lost, the sacrifice of Corporal Snook, and the bravery of all who responded that day.
Sincerely,
Andy Penn
Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated three personnel complaint for the month of August.
The Department received nine personnel commendations for the month of August, including eight from community members
and one from another Arlington County Government agency.
Personnel attended 2,275.5 hours of training in August. Highlights of training topics include, but are not limited to,
Community Policing Defined, Critical Incident Stress Management for Virginia Law Enforcement, Police One: Constitutional
and Community Policing, Police One: Anti-Bias Training for Law Enforcement, and Narcan training.
There were two applications of Narcan by officers for obvious narcotics overdoses prior to the arrival of medics on scene.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•

•
•

During the month of August, Arlington County Fire Chief Povlitz and Police Chief Penn recognized Corporal Hammond,
Corporal Wilson and Agent Roman (formerly ACPD) for their life saving efforts during a cardiac arrest incident on February
7th, 2020. On that date, the officers responded to an unrelated call for service in the 4200 block of Wilson Boulevard when
they were flagged down by bystanders reporting an unresponsive male suffering from a medical emergency. The officers
quickly began providing CPR until the arrival of medics. Their quick actions and the team-based approach between the
officers and medics helped lead to the resuscitation of this patient. We appreciate their hard work and commitment to the
well-being of Arlington County.
On August 20th, Deputy Chief Vincent, Captain Kim, and Lieutenant Washington graduated from the Senior Management
Institute for Police (SMIP). SMIP is a program of the Police Executive Research Forum that provides senior police
executives with intensive training in the latest management concepts and practices used in business and government.
On August 31st, the department celebrated the retirement of Corporal Childress, who dedicated 27 years of service to the
Arlington Community.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month
August
Total (YTD)

2019

20203

2021

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

289
2,191

22
204

311
2,395

223
1,815

8
127

231
1,942

246
1,684

0
39

246
1,723

OFFENSE DATA 2
August
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2019

20203

2021

1,103
1
13
17
66
13
12
36
68
189
97
17
9
228

1,286
0
15
18
76
33
16
92
119
198
95
11
16
174

1,196
0
21
28
97
20
12
34
70
193
93
17
14
84

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case types do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.
3 Monthly data for CY 2020 is reflective of impacts during COVID-19 closures. As a result, three years worth of data has been added to this report to allow
for a multi-year comparison.
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CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
August in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information can
be found in the Police Newsroom, Daily Crime Report, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
ACTIVE VIOLENCE INCIDENT – PENTAGON TRANSIT CENTER
At approximately 10:48 a.m. on August 3rd, Arlington County Police officers
responded to the Pentagon for a report of an active shooter. Initial reports indicated
there was a shooter on the platform of the Pentagon Metro. Officers responded and
held the platform until it was determined that there was no active or ongoing threat.
The subsequent investigation by the FBI determined that an individual exited a bus
at the Pentagon Transit Center, and immediately, without provocation, attacked
Pentagon Force Protection Agency (PFPA) Officer George Gonzalez with a knife,
severely wounding him. A struggle ensued, in which the subject mortally wounded
Officer Gonzalez and then shot himself with the officer’s service weapon. Officer
Gonzalez succumbed to his injuries. Our condolences remain with the Gonzalez
family, his friends and all who were honored to serve with him.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
WEAPONS VIOLATION, 2021-08240180, 5500 block of Columbia Pike. On August 19 th, detectives obtained a search
warrant to assist with locating a wanted subject with ties to narcotics distribution. On August 25 th, the subject was located
and, following a brief foot pursuit, taken into custody. A firearm and narcotics were recovered. The subject was charged
with firearms and narcotics offenses.
BRANDISHING, 2021-08090144, 10 th Street N. at 11 th Street N. On August 9 th, police were dispatched to the report of a
brandishing. Upon arrival, it was determined that the victim was driving in the area when the suspect vehicle turned in front and
cut him off. The suspect then pulled up next to the victim and allegedly brandished a firearm before running a red light and fleeing
the area. Later that evening, a patrol officer observed the suspect vehicle and attempted to initiate a traffic stop, during which the
suspect continued driving and tossed an object out of the window. The suspect vehicle continued driving before coming to a stop
in the 4700 block of Arlington Boulevard and the suspect was taken into custody without incident. During a search of the vehicle
incident to arrest, distribution amounts of marijuana were recovered, in addition to drug paraphernalia and a black handgun
holster. Additional officers located a firearm in the area, which the suspect had initially thrown out the window. The investigation
revealed that the firearm had previously been reported stolen and that the suspect was driving without a license. The
suspect was arrested and charged with various narcotics and weapons offenses.
RECOVERED STOLEN AUTO, 2021-08200072, 700 block of N. Glebe Road. On August 20 th, officers received an alert
for a stolen vehicle driving in the area. Officers located the vehicle in the area of I-66 at Spout Run and attempted a
traffic stop. The subject refused to stop, fled at a high rate of speed and crashed nearby. The driver fled on foot and was
apprehended after a short foot pursuit. He was determined to also be wanted for cocaine distribution.
DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE, 2021-08130027, Fairfax Drive at N. Lynn Street. On August 13 th, dispatch
broadcasted a lookout for a possibly impaired driver. Responding officers located the vehicle, initiated a traffic stop and
conducted a field sobriety test. During a search incident to arrest, cocaine and cash were located on the subject’s
person. He was charged with DUI (2 nd Offense) and Possession With Intent to Distribute.
POSSESSION OF STOLEN PROPERTY, 2021-08240124, 800 block of Army Navy Drive. On August 24 th, officers
received an alert for a vehicle with stolen license plates. Responding officers located the vehicle parked and unoccupied.
The subject was taken into custody as he returned to the vehicle. The subject refused to provide his correct identifying
information, however, he was eventually identified and determined to be wanted on numerous counts of theft, credit card fraud,
and burglary. He was arrested and charged with Buy/Receive Stolen Goods, Identity Theft, and Obstruction of Justice.
STRONG ARM ROBBERY APPREHENSION, 2021-08170202, 4200 block of S. Four Mile Run Drive. On August 25 th, an
officer conducting a follow-up investigation into a strong-arm robbery identified the suspect and obtained an arrest
warrant. Members of the department’s TAC Unit located the suspect and took him into custody without incident.
FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE, 2021-08230152, Route 110 at Memorial Ave. On August 23 rd, an officer initiated a traffic
stop for a registration violation. Upon identifying the occupants, it was determined that the passenger had outstanding
warrants from Montgomery County, Maryland for various firearm offenses. During a search incident to arrest, a loaded
9mm firearm was located on his person. He was arrested and charged with Carrying a Concealed Weapon.
FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE, 2021-08240026, 2400 block of S. Glebe Road. On August 24 th, a patrol officer conducting
extra checks in the area observed a subject asleep in a parked vehicle. Upon further investigation, it was determined that
the subject had five outstanding warrants for his arrest. He was taken into custody.
WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-08100135, 3000 block of Columbia Pike. On August 10 th, officers received information
that a subject wanted for strangulation out of Fairfax County, Virginia was staying at a hotel in the area. He was taken
into custody as he left the room.
WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-08100147, 900 block of Army Navy Drive. On August 10 th, officers received an alert for a
vehicle associated with a subject wanted for armed robbery out of Newport News, Virginia and located the vehicle parked
and unoccupied. He was taken into custody as he returned to the vehicle.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of August in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Special Operations Section assisted with 16 escorts and seven Special Events during the month of August.
On August 1st, members from ACPD and ACFD joined with the Tunnel to Towers organization for a 9/11 memorial walk
from Fire Station #5, to the Pentagon 9/11 Memorial, and the police station. ACPD was presented with a large piece of
steel from the original World Trade Center.
On August 16th, members of ACPD’s Special Operations Section attended the funeral services for Pentagon Force
Protection Agency Officer George Gonzalez in New York City. Officer Gonzalez was killed in the line of duty on August 3rd,
2021, outside of the Pentagon Transit Center.
From August 18th to the 22nd, ACPD assisted with traffic control, parking, and security for the 2021 Arlington County Fair.
On August 21st, members of the Special Operations Section assisted with a Women's Motorcycle Rally Event at Long
Bridge Park. Motor officers provided motorcycle riding safety tips and a skills demonstration. The event was aimed
at encouraging ridership among women.
Officers continued enforcement of the hands-free law and allocated a total of 89.5 hours towards these efforts.
The Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by
identifying, stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working ASAP
made 7 DUI arrests, issued 37 traffic summons and 11 reckless driving summonses, and made 1 felony arrest.

DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Program

Hours in August

Radar Speed Enforcement

247

Red Light

131

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

36

Crash Reduction Program

60
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CRASHES
Crashes in
August

Crash Type
Total Crashes

140

Fatal Crashes

0

Serious Injury Crashes

4

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

7

Tunnel to Towers Event – August 1st, 2021
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CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
August

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
August
1,563

Funeral Procession for fallen Pentagon Force Protection
Agency Officer George Gonzalez – August 16th, 2021

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of August in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY EVENTS
•
The Community Outreach Unit participated in and attended seven community sponsored events, conducted two community
presentations, as well as addressed 22 community-related concerns from residents.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and safely
disposed of 156.6 pounds of unused, unwanted, or expired prescription medications turned into the four secure locations.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit continued to assist the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) with their
weekly food distribution in the Woodbury Park neighborhood, filling and distributing approximately 245 bags of groceries.
•
On Tuesday, August 3rd, members of the police department, fire departments and sheriff’s office joined community members
in celebrating National Night Out (NNO), a community-building campaign that promotes police-community partnerships and
neighborhood camaraderie. Thank you to the neighborhoods that hosted events and all who participated to help strengthen
our police-community relationships.
•
Police Chief Andy Penn, along with members of the Community Outreach Unit, hosted three additional Community
Conversation with the Chief events during the month of August. These events serve as an informal opportunity for the police
department to hear directly from the Arlington Community on areas we are doing well, areas for continued growth and the
vision of the agency moving forward. Thank you to everyone who joined us and shared their thoughts about the future of
policing in Arlington. We look forward to engaging with you at future events.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit attended the Arlington County Fair, engaged with community members and
ensured they were safe while enjoying the festivities.
ENGAGEMENT
•
Officers from Adam Squad met with and assisted several individuals experiencing mental health concerns and provided
them with information and resources that are available within Arlington.
•
Officer Velez of Adam Squad, along with several other officers, conducted a week-long session of RADkids, a nationally
recognized children’s safety program that aims to empower children and parents with the skills needed to strengthen
children’s personal boundaries and parental confidence. 13 school-aged children from Arlington participated in the program
at the Cherrydale Fire Station.
•
Midnight officers distributed food and water to individuals experiencing homelessness and provided them with information
about housing services within Arlington.
•
Officer Osorio of Baker Squad met with owners and staff from businesses across the County and provided them with
information on how to safeguard their property.
•
Officer Morado of Baker Squad addressed several community concerns regarding an increase in larcenies in the Rosslyn
area and conducted extra checks of businesses throughout the day.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit assisted AHC Affordable Housing in putting together backpacks to ensure their
school-aged residents have the supplies to succeed this school year. Together, they stuffed 900 backpacks!
ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
The Nightlife Detail saw increased patron counts during the month of August in both Clarendon and Crystal City.
•
Members of ARI organized and participated in seven meetings with restaurant and business owners.
•
Members of ARI organized and conducted security training for staff members of restaurants in Clarendon.
•
There were nine Bar Safe violations issued during the month of August.
•
A total of 183 fake identifications were collected by the Nightlife detail during the month of August.
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•
The Recruitment & Retention Unit (R&RU) hosted three testing dates for patrol officer applicants. In total, 12 applicants completed
the Entrance Exam and the Physical Agility Test (PAT), with 8 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of the hiring process.
•
The R&RU continues to utilize the Handshake platform to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information about
careers within the Department.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
•
The Co-Responder program has continued through the month of August but transitioned to being based out of the Emergency
Communications Center, and is now staffed by a Department of Human Services clinician full-time. Incidents continue to be diverted
from patrol to the clinician for assistance over the phone or for help scheduling a more appropriate response to the individual’s needs.
•
Lieutenant Troyano continues to liaison with Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) staff to reestablish regular CIT training for personnel.
AUXILIARY UNIT
•
Auxiliary officers provided a total of 346.6 hours of service for the month of August (2,161.5 hours total for the 2021 calendar
year). This service includes 65 safety seat inspections, 169 bicycle registrations and one special event.
YOUTH OUTREACH UNIT
•
ACPD conducted a Back-to-School Transportation Safety Campaign to ensure the trip back to class was as safe as possible.
•
ACPD is fully committed to being actively engaged with Arlington’s youth and has established a Youth Outreach Unit under the new
Community Engagement Division. Officers assigned to the unit will be in the community, building relationships and partnering with
organizations and stakeholders to support youth initiatives and implement education campaigns to help keep young people safe.
•
Over the next few months, APS and ACPD will collaborate to develop a new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to redefine and
reimagine the relationship between the two organizations. The MOU will clearly define the roles, responsibilities and expectations of
both APS and ACPD.
•
ACPD will continue to work with APS to ensure we are providing appropriate police services and will continue to respond, as
appropriate, when we are contacted regarding a school-based incident.
HOMELESS OUTREACH PROGRAM (HOP)
•
The Homeless Outreach Program (HOP) received four referrals for service and addressed four community concerns regarding
unsheltered individuals.
•
Members of the HOP continue to liaison with the Department of Human Services (DHS) and attend monthly meetings held within the
County to discuss department initiatives and diversionary programs.
•
Members of the HOP collected clothing donations and provided them to DHS. These donations will be given to individuals throughout
the County who are experiencing homelessness.
•
Members of the HOP addressed community concerns regarding homeless encampments in parks throughout Arlington. Officers
made contact with the appropriate County personnel and will conduct follow-up.
•
Members of the HOP conducted extra checks and made contact with individuals experiencing homelessness during the heat index
warnings throughout August to ensure their welfare.
ENGAGEMENT SPOTLIGHT: OFFICERS IN THE COMMUNITY

On August 3rd, members of the police and
fire departments welcomed Arlingtonian
and Olympic Medalist Torri Huske home
from the Tokyo Olympics!

Thank you to the businesses who sponsored
lunches for the Arlington County Summer Teen
Enrichment Program (AC STEP) to help keep
our campers fed and focused!

Officers enjoyed celebrating National Night
Out on August 3rd with community members
and businesses across Arlington to build
strong partnerships vital to public safety!

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

Arlington Public Schools (APS) Superintendent Dr. Francisco Durán and
Chief Andy Penn shared back to school safety tips with students and
drivers to ensure that the trip back to class is as safe as possible.

Members of the Youth Outreach Unit assisted AHC Affordable Housing
in putting together backpacks to ensure their school-aged residents have
the supplies to succeed. Together, they stuffed 900 backpacks!

Lt. Washington, Cpt. Kim, & Deputy Chief Vincent graduated from the
Senior Management Institute for Police (SMIP), which aims to provide
police executives with the latest management concepts & practices.

Thank you to everyone who joined us at our Community Conversations
throughout the month of August. Your feedback is important to us and
we hope to see you at our upcoming events in September!

On August 5th, FRK9 Brooks celebrated his one-year anniversary with
ACPD! FRK9 Brooks is assigned to our Community Engagement
Division and serves as the Department’s Peer Support & Therapy Dog.

This spring, Gabrielle participated in the Child Rescue Coalition's
volunteer program & created “Blankets and Bear Hug” care packages,
which she graciously donated to ACPD to distribute.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
The most significant issue currently facing our agency is staffing. ACPD’s authorized strength is 376
sworn officers with 10 of those positions frozen during the FY 2022 budget. Currently, our on-board
sworn staff is 334 officers. Functionally, we are operating at 277 officers due to members being in a
training status to become a solo police officer and light-duty assignments due to medical restrictions.

Law enforcement agencies across our region and the U.S. are struggling to retain qualified police officers
and finding it equally challenging to recruit new members to the profession. Here in Arlington, the police
department completed a strategic restructuring in 2018 due to a significant reduction in our workforce.
Since then, we have been successful in hiring larger classes of recruit officers, but this has not offset the
number of departures due to attrition, retirements and officers seeking other opportunities.
Despite the recruitment and retention challenges, we are very fortunate to have dedicated officers who continue providing high
quality law enforcement services while taking on additional workloads to help fill our vacant shifts, staff special events and work
extra details to maintain public safety. I recognize it is not sustainable to continue to ask our officers to take on additional
responsibilities and our HR Section is actively working to recruit qualified candidates to join upcoming academy sessions.
There are currently 23 recruit officers in training who will be released to solo patrol at the beginning of November. At that time, we
will review our allocation of resources to determine what structural changes may be necessary to maintain public safety and a
sustainable work-life balance.
Sincerely,
Andy Penn
Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•
•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated three personnel complaints for the month of September.
The Department received 11 personnel commendations for the month of September, including three community letters,
seven emails from community members and one from another law enforcement agency.
Personnel attended 2,874 hours of training in September. Highlights of training topics include, but are not limited to, First
Line Supervisor School, Situational Awareness in Interpersonal Interactions and Understanding Implicit Bias.
There were two applications of Narcan by officers for obvious narcotics overdoses prior to the arrival of medics on scene.
There was one application of Tactical Emergency Casualty Care (TECC) by officers prior to the arrival of medics on scene.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•

•
•
•

The Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police presented Corporal Bennett with the Award for Valor for heroism displayed in the
face of an imminent threat. On December 30th, 2019, officers responded to a bank robbery and arrested the suspect on the
Courthouse Metro platform. The arrestee suddenly bolted towards the tracks as a train was oncoming and Corporal Bennett
risked his own personal safety to save the individual from being struck. Read more about his act of valor.
The Optimist Club of Arlington presented the Law Enforcement Award to members of the former School Resource Officer
(SRO) Unit in recognition of their distinguished and dedicated service to the Arlington community.
The Department celebrated the retirements of Deputy Chief Adrienne Quigley, Lieutenant Angela Comer, Lieutenant Jeremy
Rima, Sergeant Paul Marseilles and Corporal Garnell Stewart. We are thankful for their years of dedicated service to the
Arlington community and wish them all the best in their future endeavors.
ACPD's Command Staff hosted an employee appreciation BBQ in recognition of the invaluable contributions of our officers,
civilian staff and dispatchers to the safety and well-being of Arlington. We are grateful for their unwavering commitment,
dedication and professionalism.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month
September
Total (YTD)

2019

20203

2021

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

282
2,473

23
227

305
2,700

191
2,006

10
137

201
2,143

218
1,903

1
40

219
1,943

OFFENSE DATA 2
September
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2019

20203

2021

1,050
0
4
21
75
37
14
47
81
174
93
14
7
230

1,181
0
15
24
80
23
12
106
150
150
102
9
8
135

1,130
0
14
27
102
20
19
44
62
178
90
19
10
84

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case types do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.
3 Monthly data for CY 2020 is reflective of impacts during COVID-19 closures. As a result, three years worth of data has been added to this report to allow
for a multi-year comparison.
1

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
September in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information
can be found in the Police News & Crime Reports, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
REGIONAL ASSISTANCE AT THE U.S. CAPITOL
On Saturday, September 18 th, Arlington County Police Officers
joined our regional law enforcement partners in providing
assistance to the United States Capitol Police Department during
planned events in Washington D.C. Officers responded to assist
our law enforcement partners in maintaining peace and order in
the event of a significant disturbance or unrest. Inter-agency
partnerships are an important tool in ensuring public safety during
large scale events. Thank you to our dedicated officers for your
continued commitment to ensuring the safety of residents,
businesses and visitors of the region.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-06250220. On August 20 th, a detective assigned to the Drug Enforcement Unit obtained
two arrest warrants for a suspect following an investigation into the distribution of fentanyl which occurred in Arlington
County on June 25 th, 2021. The suspect was subsequently apprehended in Culpeper, VA on the outstanding Arlington
warrants. An inventory of the suspect’s vehicle incident to arrest yielded approximately 112 grams of suspected fentanyl,
approximately 50 capsules containing an unknown substance and five cell phones. The investigation is ongoing.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, DEA Case GD-20-0055. With the assistance of the United States Marshals Service, the
suspect was arrested on an outstanding federal warrant charging Conspiracy to Distribute Crystal Methamphetamine in
the Eastern District of Virginia. At the time of arrest, the suspect was in possession of an additional ten grams of
methamphetamine and a check for $53,000. During the course of the investigation, a total of over 13 pounds of
methamphetamine and 25 gallons of GHB has been seized that was supplied or destined for the suspect. The
investigation is ongoing.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, DEA Case GD-21-0026. The defendant was part of a conspiracy to distribute a controlled
substance that resulted in a fatal overdose in Arlington County. The case was prosecuted through the U.S. District Court,
Eastern District of Virginia and following a plea, he was sentenced to seven years.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-09130131, NB I-395 at Boundary Channel Drive. On September 13 th, a patrol officer
traveling in the area observed a vehicle driving on the right-hand shoulder and conducted a traffic stop. During a search
of the vehicle, the officer located distribution amounts of LSD, psilocybin and marijuana, as well as packaging materials
and multiple cell phones. The suspect was arrested and charged with narcotics offenses.
WEAPONS VIOLATION, 2021-09110218, 300 block of 23 rd Street S. On September 11 th, an officer on patrol observed a
vehicle parked in a ‘no parking’ zone and upon running the tag, was alerted that the registered owner had an outstanding
warrant for his arrest. During the course of the investigation, officers located the suspect and took him into custody
without incident. During a search of the vehicle, two firearms and items consistent with drug paraphernalia were
recovered. A search of the suspect incident to arrest resulted in the recovery of additional suspected narcotics. The
suspect was arrested and charged with firearms and narcotics offenses.
WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-08210272, 2200 block of S. Shirlington Road. Following an investigation into a robbery that
occurred on August 21 st, detectives identified the suspect and obtained an arrest warrant. On Friday, September 10 th,
members of the department’s Tactical Unit located the suspect and took him into custody without incident.

WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-09130133, Washington Boulevard at Lee Highway. On September 13 th, a patrol officer
observed a suspect that he recognized as wanted by Metro Transit Police for larceny. The suspect was stopped and the
warrant was confirmed. During a search incident to arrest, narcotics were located on the suspect. He was arrested and
charged with narcotics offenses.
RECOVERED STOLEN AUTO, 2021-09250122, 800 block of Army Navy Drive. On September 25 th, patrol officers
received an alert for a stolen vehicle and located it parked and unoccupied. The suspect was taken into custody without
incident when he returned to the vehicle.
LARCENY/WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-09050151, 1100 block of S. Hayes Street. On September 5 th, officers on foot
patrol for training encountered a suspect running towards them with an armful of sunglasses. After seeing them, he
dropped the sunglasses. While trying to pick them up, the officers engaged the suspect and determined he had just
stolen the sunglasses from a business. Although the suspect initially provided false identification, officers determined his
correct identity and discovered that he had several outstanding warrants. He was arrested and charged.
OVERDOSE, 2021-09050117, 2700 block of S. Richmond Highway. On September 5 th, officers were dispatched to the
report of a cardiac arrest. Upon arrival, officers determined the victim was suffering from a narcotics overdose. Two
doses of Narcan were administered with success and officers rendered aid until medics arrived. The victim was
transported to a local hospital for observation. The investigation continues.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of September in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•
•
•

•
•
•

The Special Operations Section (SOS) assisted with eight escorts and 12 Special Events during the month of September.
During the last two weeks of September, the SOS assisted with the dignified escorts of United States Marine Corps Staff
Sergeant Darrin T. Hoover and Sergeant Nicole Gee who were laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery. Both service
members were killed in action during a suicide bomber attack outside of Kabul Airport on August 26 th, 2021.
On September 11th, 2021, the SOS assisted with multiple events throughout Arlington, including:
•
The Pentagon Memorial Ceremony
•
A visit to the Pentagon by the President and Vice President of the United States
•
The Memorial Service at Fire Station #5
•
The Arlington Police, Fire, Sheriff and ECC 9-11 Memorial 5K
The SOS participated in the 42nd Mid-Atlantic Police Rodeo held on September 23rd through the 25th.
Officers continued enforcement of the hands-free law and allocated a total of 43 hours towards these efforts.
The Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by
identifying, stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working ASAP
made 10 DUI arrests, issued 38 traffic summons and six reckless driving summonses, and made two felony arrests.

DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Hours in
September

Program
Radar Speed Enforcement

215.5

Red Light

127.5

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement
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40

Crash Reduction Program

23.5

CRASHES
Crashes in
September

Crash Type
Total Crashes

135

Fatal Crashes

0

Serious Injury Crashes

7

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

11

USMC SGT Nicole Gee escort to Arlington National
Cemetery – September 27th
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CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
September

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
September
1,323

42nd Mid-Atlantic Police Motor Rodeo –
September 24th & 25th

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of September in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY EVENTS
•
The Community Outreach Unit participated in 10 civic association, community and partnership meetings, attended five
community events, conducted 10 community presentations, and addressed 18 community-related concerns from residents.
•
Members of the Community Outreach Unit continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and safely
disposed of 139.4 pounds of unused, unwanted, or expired prescription medications turned into the four secure locations.
•
Police Chief Andy Penn, along with members of the Community Outreach Unit, wrapped up the Community Conversation
with the Chief events during the month of September. These events served as an informal opportunity to gather feedback
from the community, which will inform Chief Penn's strategic plans for the agency moving forward.
•
The Community Outreach Unit attended numerous community events this month including the Annual Glencarlyn
Days celebration and pancake breakfast, gave a presentation to seniors at Culpepper Gardens on safe driving,
attended Arm & Arm's Shop Talk, participated in a live podcast with Arlington for Justice, attended a Latino community event
at Larkspur apartments, and met with the Ethiopian Community Development Council regarding their Victim of Crime
Advocate Program.
ENGAGEMENT
•
The 25th Community Police Academy began on Thursday, September 16 th with a welcome message from Chief Penn.
During the ten-week program, participants will learn more about how the Arlington County Police Department operates, its
role in the community and how officers are trained.
•
Ongoing COVID concerns prevented officers from attending the birthday celebration for a resident of the Jefferson, however,
the Community Outreach Unit sent her a video message to share well wishes on her 104th birthday.
•
With schools back in session, the Community Outreach and Youth Outreach Units participated in the annual back to school
traffic and pedestrian safety campaigns, and, as necessary, assisted students and parents with filing police reports,
conducting follow up investigations, and addressing community concerns.
•
Members of the Honor Guard attended numerous commemorative events, including the Arlington Police, Fire, Sheriff and
ECC 9/11 Memorial 5k Race, held in honor of the 20 th anniversary of the terrorist attacks that took place on September 11 th,
2021.
•
The Community Outreach Unit continues to develop prevention, enforcement and mitigation strategies to address
community and business concerns pertaining to ongoing crime trends and traffic complaints.
•
The Business Outreach Unit began its listening tour by meeting with the Rosslyn BID to hear business concerns, share
information about services offered by the Department and share the Workplace Violence Prevention Training Manual. The
unit will continue the listening tour and meet with other BIDs, partnerships, and community groups in the coming months.
•
The Business Outreach Officer is working with the LGBTQ+ Liaison Unit and the Office of Professional Responsibility to
draft an LGBTQ+ policy. The Department is also working to develop a Safe Place program for victims of hate crimes and
harassment in the community, modeled after a similar program by the Seattle Police Department.
ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
The Nightlife Detail saw increased patron counts during the month of September in both Clarendon and Crystal City.
•
Members of ARI organized and participated in 17 meetings with restaurant and business owners, other County agencies, and
community stakeholder groups to further its relations with the community, resolve concerns, and promote its programs.
•
Members of ARI organized and conducted security training for staff members of restaurants in Clarendon.
•
There was one Bar Safe violation issued during the month of September.
•
A total of 38 fake identifications were collected by the Nightlife Detail during the month of September.
AUXILIARY UNIT
•
Auxiliary officers provided a total of 381 hours of service for the month of September (2,542.5 hours total for the 2021 calendar year),
which includes 125 safety seat inspections, 125 bicycle registrations, two crime prevention presentations, and one special event.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
•
The Co-Responder program has continued through the month of September but transitioned to being based out of the Emergency
Communications Center and is now staffed by a Department of Human Services clinician full-time. Incidents continue to be diverted
from patrol to the clinician for assistance over the phone or for help scheduling a more appropriate response to the individual’s needs.
•
Lieutenant Troyano procured 29 additional comfort kits through the Disabilities and Justice Coalition, to be distributed to officers
across the agency, which can be used to assist individuals in crisis.
YOUTH OUTREACH UNIT
•
The Youth Outreach Unit continues to work to establish and introduce itself to other County agencies and community groups who
work with youth. Notably, they established partnerships with Parks and Recreation to participate in upcoming programs.
•
Youth Outreach Officers followed up on recent crimes involving juveniles and worked with the community to address concerns, further
investigations, and discuss prevention and mitigation strategies.
•
The team re-engaged the Department's partnership with Reaching New Heights, which promotes trust and healthy relationships
through rock climbing activities. The program recently resumed following a COVID-related hiatus.
•
Youth Outreach Officers began teaching lessons to youth and in Arlington schools – conducting presentations on substance abuse
and presenting virtually to the Second Chance program.
•
Corporal McGuire, a Youth Outreach Officer, is coaching the boys' and girls' soccer teams at Dorothy Hamm Middle School this Fall.

HOMELESS OUTREACH
•
The Community Outreach Unit continues to work collaboratively with County agencies and non-profit partners to identify unsheltered
individuals in the community, connect them with services and resources, and address community and business concerns.
•
Ofc. Hirschman and Cpl. Francis attended meetings with the Rosslyn BID to address concerns regarding the Homeless population in
Rosslyn and coordinated outreach with these individuals to provide resources.
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•
The Recruitment & Retention Unit (R&RU) hosted four testing dates for patrol officer applicants. In total, 22 applicants completed
the Entrance Exam and the Physical Agility Test (PAT), with 14 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of the hiring process.
•
Two new recruit officers were hired during the month of September for the upcoming Northern Virginia Criminal Justice
Training Academy session.
•
September was the first month in over a year that universities hosted in-person career events. Officers attended twelve events
to highlight the department as a potential employer.
•
The R&RU continues to utilize the Handshake platform to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information
about careers within the Department and reached more than 43,000 potential candidates using the platform.
ENGAGEMENT SPOTLIGHT: OFFICERS IN THE COMMUNITY

Corporal Francis has an up-close encounter
with a snake from one of Arlington's Nature
Centers at the annual Glencarlyn Days
celebration.

Patrol officers attended the Green Valley Backto-School Barbecue in September, engaging
with the community, playing games with the
kids, and sharing safety tips.

ACPD loves our canine community
members! Lieutenant Pilco enjoyed meeting
this four-legged friend at the Community
Conversation at Peet's Coffee.

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

Cpl. D. Bennett was presented with the Award for Valor, the Virginia
Association of Chiefs of Police highest honor, for his acts of heroism on
December 30th, 2019 while responding to bank robbery.

On September 16th, Chief Penn welcomed participants of the 25th
Community Police Academy class. Over the next several weeks,
participants will learn about ACPD, training and 21st century policing.

On September 14th, Chief Penn and members of the Community
Engagement Division (CED) held the final Community Conversation with
the Chief event. Thank you to everyone who joined & engaged with us!

While conducting extra checks at Rocky Run Park on September 27th
following community concerns, Officer Montoya engaged with youth in
the area and joined them for a friendly game of soccer.

On September 28th, the Optimist Club of Arlington presented the Law
Enforcement Award to members of the former School Resource Officer
(SRO) Unit in recognition of their distinguished service to Arlington.

Thank you to the Glencarlyn Civic Association for inviting us to their
annual Glencarlyn Days celebration! ACPD staff had a great time
catching up and engaging with community members.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
The Arlington County Police Department (ACPD) is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers on
our roadways and wants everyone to arrive safely at their destinations. With the end of Daylight Savings
Time on November 7th, more evening travelers commute in the dark. According to information from the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), approximately 75% of pedestrians who die in
traffic crashes in the United States are killed when it’s dark outside. As it continues to get darker earlier,
we’re reminding everyone to slow down and make the safety of themselves and others a top priority. As
part of these efforts, ACPD and law enforcement agencies throughout the region are participating in the
Metropolitan Washington Council of Government’s Fall Street Smart campaign, which aims to reduce the
number of traffic-related collisions and injuries on our roadways through a combination of education and
enforcement.
The Street Smart campaign’s key safety tips include reminders for drivers to obey the speed limit, be on the lookout for people
walking and biking, stop for people crossing the street, and yield to pedestrians and bicyclists when turning. Pedestrians are
urged to cross with caution, use crosswalks where available, wait for the walk signal and remain visible after dark with light or
reflective clothing. Cyclists are reminded to follow the rules of the road and always use lights at night. Whether you travel by foot,
two wheels or four wheels, make our roadways safer by being a PAL – predictable, alert and lawful.
Sincerely,
Andy Penn
Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•

•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated three personnel complaints for the month of October.
The Department received a total of six personnel commendations for the month of October, including four from community
members, one from a County government agency and one from a law enforcement agency.
Personnel attended 2,108 hours of training in October. Highlights of training topics include, but are not limited to,Emergency
Vehicle Operation, Pursuit Policy, Critical Thinking, Project Lifesaver, and Constitutional and Community Policing.
There was one application of Narcan by officers for an obvious narcotics overdose prior to the arrival of medics on scene.
There was one application of Tactical Emergency Casualty Care (TECC) by officers prior to the arrival of medics on scene.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•
•
•

•

•
•

Arlington County Government launched a new website on October 18, bringing needed improvements and enhancements.
During National Police Week, which was recognized as October 11 – 16 due to the ongoing impacts of the pandemic,
members of ACPD participated in various events to honor and celebrate the memory of police officers who died in the line of
duty and provide support to their families. Read about ACPD’s heroic officers lost in the line of duty in our Hall of Honor.
On October 20, Chief Penn presented members of our School Crossing Guard Unit with challenge coins in recognition of
their invaluable service. No matter the weather, School Crossing Guards are in the community ensuring the trip to and from
school is as safe as possible. We appreciate all they do to keep our students safe!
During the annual Arlington County Crime Solvers luncheon, Chief Penn accepted the Law Enforcement Officer of the Year
Award on behalf of the dedicated men and women of ACPD. The award was presented in recognition of their invaluable
service to the community during the pandemic.
The Department celebrated the retirements of Sergeant Chris Murphy and Detective Greg “Woody” Sloan. We appreciate
their years of distinguished service and wish them the very best in retirement.
With great sadness, ACPD announced the passing of retired K9 Drago, a 14-year-old German Shepherd, Belgian Malinois
mix. He loyally served Arlington from 2008 to 2019 as a patrol and narcotics detection K9.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month

October
Total (YTD)

2019

20203

2021

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

274
2,747

27
254

301
3,001

225
2,231

8
145

233
2,376

236
2,143

5
45

241
2,188

OFFENSE DATA 2
October
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2019

20203

2021

1,100
0
5
15
87
18
22
40
53
189
97
17
21
197

1,102
0
12
15
82
28
13
74
68
163
68
13
23
171

1,297
0
15
28
120
26
11
32
92
223
102
20
3
91

1

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case ty pes do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.
3 Monthly data for CY 2020 is reflective of impacts during COVID-19 closures. As a result, three years worth of data has been added to this report to allow
for a multi-year comparison.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
October in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information c an
be found in the Police News & Crime Reports, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
FAMILY REWARD FUND INCREASED IN BALLSTON HOMICIDE
On October 27, the Ratigan family announced an increase in their
reward fund from $25,000 to $50,000 for informatio n leading to an
arrest and conviction of the suspect(s) responsible for Scott
Ratigan’s homicide on January 17, 2020. Detectives continue to
follow up on any and all investigative leads in this case and remind the
public that any information, regardless of how small it may seem, could
be the tip that leads to justice on behalf of Scott and the Ratigan
family. Anyone with information is asked to contact 703-228-4180 or
ACPDTipline@arlingtonva.us.
PHOTOS: Person of interest captured on surveillance video.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
SEX OFFENSE, 2021-10130045, Douglas Park Neighborhood. On October 13 th, police responded to the late report of a
sexual assault. The investigation determined that at approximately 3:30 a.m., the known suspect entered the victim’s
residence, attempted to sexually assault her, and took her cell phone away. After the suspect fell asleep, the victim was
able to exit the residence and request police assistance. Responding officers established a perimeter and took the
suspect into custody without incident. He was arrested, charged, and held without bond.
WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-10130255, 3300 block of Lee Highway. On October 13th, ACPD was notified by Prince
George’s County, MD Fugitive Unit of a wanted homicide suspect from their jurisdiction currently located at a hotel in Arlington.
Arlington officers established a perimeter, began surveillance and obtained and executed a search warrant at the hotel. The
suspect was then safely taken into custody and held pending extradition to Maryland.

WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-10180072, 500 block of N. Quincy Street. On October 18th, ACPD received a request from
the Alexandria City Police Department to assist with locating a suspect wanted for domestic -related offenses in their
jurisdiction. The suspect was apprehended without incident and transferred to the custody of Alexandria officers.
WARRANT SERVICE, 2021-10210170, 3400 block of 25th Street S. On October 21st, police responded to the report of a
wanted subject. Upon arrival, officers observed the suspect on the street, however, he fled into the loading dock of a
residential building. A perimeter was established, and the suspect was taken into custody when he emerged from a rear
door of the building. During a search incident to arrest, it was determined that the suspect was in possession of narcotics
and evidence related to a larceny from auto. He was arrested and charged with theft and narcotics offenses.
NARCOTICS OFFENSE, 2021-10230118, 400 block of Long Bridge Drive. On October 23 rd, officers observed an
improperly registered vehicle displaying a fictitious license plate and initiated a traffic stop. The tag was seized as
evidence and the driver was released on a summons. A short time later, officers observed the same vehicle displaying a
hand-drawn cardboard tag and initiated a traffic stop. During an inventory of the vehicle prior to towing, narcotics and
drug paraphernalia were recovered. The driver was arrested and charged with various narcotics offenses.

NARCOTICS OFFENSE, 2021-10010216, 800 block of Army Navy Drive. On October 1 st, officers located an unoccupied
parked vehicle and determined that the license plates and vehicle were both stolen. Five subjects were detained when
they returned to the vehicle. A search of the vehicle recovered distribution and possession amounts of narcotics. As a
result of the investigation, the driver of the vehicle was charged with the stolen vehicle and various narcotics offenses.
Evidence of additional criminal activity was located, and the investigation is ongoing.
BRANDISHING, 2021-10190191, 3200 block 24th Street S. On October 19th, patrol officers were flagged down for the
report of a possible assault. Witnesses advised that a female suspect had brandished a firearm at the male victim during a
dispute, and the male had disarmed her of the firearm. The firearm was recovered by the officers. The female suspect was
located on scene and taken into custody without incident. She was charged with a weapons offense and held on no bond.
MISSING ADULT, 2021-10080120, S. Walter Reed Drive at S. Randolph Street. On October 8th, a patrol officer was
flagged down by the reporting party who advised their 82-year-old mother was missing. She had last been seen three
hours prior and was reportedly suffering from cognitive decline. The reporting party also advised that there was a “Tile”
device on the missing person, but as it was a passive reporting system, it did not provide live updates unless another indivi dual
with the “Tile” application open on their phone passed her location. Multiple officers responded to the area and downloaded the
application. The missing person was safely located.
OVERDOSE, 2021-10020161, 1500 block of Key Boulevard. On October 2nd, police responded to the report of a CPR in
progress. Upon arrival, the responding officer assumed CPR and medics administered Narcan resulting in a positive
revival. The subject was transported to an area hospital for additional medical treatment.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of October in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

The Special Operations Section (SOS) assisted with eight escorts and four special events during the month of October.
The SOS assisted with National Police Week activities from October 11 –16. This year's event commemorated the 191 Law
Enforcement Officers who died in the line of duty in the United States in 2019, and the 351 Law Enforcement Officers who
died in the line of duty in 2020.
On October 26, SOS assisted the United States Secret Service with a visit by President Biden to Virginia Highlands Park.
Officers continued enforcement of the hands-free law and allocated a total of 51 hours towards these efforts.
The Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by
identifying, stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working ASAP
made six DUI arrests, issued 70 traffic summonses and 13 reckless driving summonses.
ACPD partnered with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the Virginia Department of Motor
Vehicles during Operation Crash Reduction to remind drivers about the importance of seatbelt use.
According to NHTSA, between 2015 and 2019, there were 126 drunk-driving fatalities on Halloween night nationwide (6
p.m. October 31 – 5:59 a.m. November 1). To help spread the message that Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving, the Arlington
County Police Department shared educational messaging in a press release and on social media channels ahead of the
holiday festivities.

DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Program

Hours in October

Radar Speed Enforcement

241

Red Light

127.5

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

29

Crash Reduction Program

85

AIR FORCE MEMORIAL – OCTOBER 13th , 2021

CRASHES
Crashes in
October

Crash Type
Total Crashes

175

Fatal Crashes

0

Serious Injury Crashes

9

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

10

CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
October

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
October
1,436

2021 POLICE WEEK – OCTOBER 11th – 16th

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of October in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY AND YOUTH OUTREACH UNITS
The Community Outreach Unit attended numerous community events and meetings throughout the month of October and addressed
three community complaints. Highlights of the month included DEA National Drug Take Back Day, the announcement of the Latino Liaison
Officer, Police Week events, the 15th Annual Gang Prevention Soccer Tournament, and Domestic Violence Awareness Month Pop-Up
Engagement Events.
•

•

•

•

•
•

Halloween Celebrations: The Community Engagement Division (CED) attended numerous Halloween celebrations, parades and
trunk or treat events, including the Rosslyn BID Howl-o-ween Party, DPR’s Trunk or Treat event, Bridges to Independence Trunk or
Treat event, the Aurora Hills Halloween Parade, the Green Valley Dance Exhibition, and Discovery Elementary School’s Bike and
Boo event. In addition to event attendance, CED team members and patrol officers distributed candy and shared Halloween safety
tips.
Drug Take Back: Members of the Community Outreach Unit continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and
safely disposed of 336.2 pounds of unused, unwanted, or expired prescription medications turned into the four secure locations. The
team also collected 63 lbs. at two National Drug Take Back Day events, sponsored by the DEA.
Community Police Academy: In collaboration with the Training and Career Development Unit, CED team members continued to
assist with the Community Police Academy. Highlights of this month’s sessions included a visit to the Emergency Vehicle Operations
Center and presentations on Homeless Outreach, Crisis Intervention Training, Business Outreach, Youth Outreach and Community
Outreach.
Alcohol and Drug Prevention Education: The Youth Outreach Unit (YOU) participated in Red Ribbon Week at Williamsburg
Middle School, attended Second Chance Meetings, and gave multiple presentations to school students about the dangers of
substance and alcohol abuse.
Lunch Bunch: The Youth Outreach Unit regularly hosts lunch bunch pop-up events with school students throughout the County to
discuss their role in the community and build lasting relationships with youth.
Community Safety Concerns: The Community and Youth Outreach Teams assisted with addressing safety and traffic concerns
and providing an additional presence in response to incidents at multiple schools and addressed crime concerns throughout the
County to assist the Criminal Investigations Division during October. Notably, the team continues to work with community leaders in
Green Valley to proactively address concerns in the area. Youth and Community Outreach Officers spent approximately 30 hours in
the Green Valley area conducting informal, proactive engagement, walking through the community, playing basketball at the park with
residents, and visiting multi-family residential buildings in the area.

ENGAGEMENT
•
Reaching New Heights: The Department recently resumed its collaboration with Reaching New Heights, a program that promotes
positive interactions between law enforcement and at-risk youth through rock climbing. Members of Adam Squad and the Community
Engagement Division (Youth, Business and Community Outreach officers) served as belayers during multiple climbing events at
Earth Treks gym this month.
•
ACPD Announces Appointment of Latino Liaison Officer: The Department formally appointed Corporal J.P. Montoya as its first
Latino Liaison Officer this month. Corporal Montoya will liaison with the Spanish-speaking community to build police-community
partnerships, serve as a resource, and lead educational and crime prevention programming. This month, Corporal Montoya and
Lieutenant Pilco participated in conversation sessions with Latino students at the Arlington Career Center and Wakefield High
School.
•
Homeless Outreach: Corporal Ryan and Officer Hirschman met with multiple known homeless individuals both proactively and in
response to community concerns. A primary focus of outreach this month was ensuring that individuals have access to winter jackets
and boots, and ensuring they are aware of services and resources available to ensure their safety and warmth during the winter
months.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
•

Parks and Recreation Partnership: Youth and Community Outreach Unit officers continue to regularly meet with the Department of
Parks and Recreation to expand the foundation of our partnership with them. Through this partnership, officers now regularly attend
youth programs hosted by Parks and Recreation, including skate nights, dance, open gym, and sporting events. Notably, members of
the Youth Outreach Unit began coaching youth basketball teams during the winter season. Informally, Youth and Community
Outreach officers regularly visit parks throughout the County to engage in informal recreation with youth in the community, hand out
stickers and other giveaways, conduct extra checks, and promote the safe use of Arlington’s parks.

ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
The Nightlife Detail saw increased patron counts during the month of October in both Clarendon and Crystal City.
•
Members of ARI organized and participated in 10 meetings with restaurant and business owners, other County agencies, and
community stakeholder groups to further its relations with the community, resolve concerns, and promote its programs.
•
A total of 62 fake identifications were collected by the Nightlife Detail during the month of October.
•
The ARI team worked collaboratively with the Washington Regional Alcohol Program (WRAP) to promote their SoberRide program
and Halloween alcohol safety. In October, officers attended numerous community events with the SoberRide vehicle, which serves as
a high-visibility reminder to discourage drunk driving, as part of their alcohol safety outreach efforts.
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
•
On October 29th, members of the Crisis Intervention Team attended the first Marcus Alert Technical Group, which aims to provide a
behavioral response to behavioral health emergencies. Learn more about the Marcus-David Peters Act.
•
Weekly meetings were held with the Department of Human Services and Police Department executive staff members to facilitate
improved wait times for Temporary Detention Order (TDO) service for those experiencing mental health emergencies in our
community.

RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•
The Recruitment & Retention Unit (R&RU) hosted five testing dates for patrol officer applicants. In total, 29 applicants completed
the Entrance Exam and the Physical Agility Test (PAT), with 14 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of the hiring process.
•
The R&RU continues to utilize the Handshake platform to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information about
careers within the Department and reached more than 43,000 potential candidates using the platform.
•
The R&RU attended 15 career fairs and hosted several testing dates, to include Virginia Commonwealth University, James Madison
University, West Virginia University and two hosted by Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU).
AUXILIARY UNIT
•
Auxiliary Officers provided a total of 143.5 hours of service for the month of October (2,686 hours total for the 2021 calendar
year), which includes 50 safety seat inspections, 79 bicycle registrations, and two special events.
ENGAGEMENT SPOTLIGHT: OFFICERS IN THE COMMUNITY ON HALLOWEEN

Starting off strong! Patrol officers helped
kids get ready for Halloween festivities
during the day by passing out bags of
candy and goodies.

Squad Ghouls! We had a blast attending
events and engaging with community members
on Halloween, like the Bike & Boo event hosted
by Discovery Elementary School!

Officer Phan gets some backup from
Deadpool! Officers enjoyed seeing all the
frightening and fun costumes while
patrolling the community on Halloween.

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

October is recognized as Domestic Violence Awareness Month and
ACPD participated in a series of pop-up engagement events throughout
Arlington to share resources, support, and hold important conversations.

During this year’s Police Week, team members from the Virginia
Hospital Center (VHC) delivered snacks for our officers in appreciation
of their on-going support, partnership and service to the community.

Chief Penn presented members of our School Crossing Guard Unit with
challenge coins in recognition of their invaluable service and dedication
to ensuring the trip to & from school for students is as safe as possible.

Members of the Youth Outreach Unit attended the 15 th Annual Gang
Prevention Soccer Tournament at Virginia Highlands Park, where they
spent time engaging with the attendees and cheering on the players.

During the annual Arlington County Crime Solvers luncheon, Chief Penn
accepted the Law Enforcement Officer of the Year Award on behalf of
the ACPD staff, for their service to the community during the pandemic.

Thank you to everyone who participated in National Drug Take Back
Day, a potentially lifesaving program! On October 23 rd, you safely
disposed of 63lbs of unwanted, expired or unused medications.

The Arlington County
Police Department

@ArlingtonVAPD

@ArlingtonVAPD

Arlington County
Police Department

November 2021

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
On behalf of all of us at the Arlington County Police Department, we wish you a happy and joyous
holiday season! We are very fortunate to have a supportive community and appreciate everyone who
donated during our Fill the Cruiser Holiday Toy Drive events to ensure the season was bright for children
in need. Your generosity captures the spirit of the holiday season and the character of our community.
As we celebrate the most wonderful time of the year, it’s also important to keep safety in mind. We have
a number of crime prevention resources on our website to include holiday shopping safety tips, avoiding
donation scams and preventing package thefts. We encourage you to familiarize yourself with these tips
and if you find that you’re in need law enforcement assistance, rest assured officers are always on duty
and prepared to respond.
As we pause to look back at 2021, I want to take a moment to sincerely thank the men and women of the ACPD for their
dedicated service. The success of our agency is a direct result of their constant professionalism and commitment to the safety
and well-being of the residents, visitors and businesses of Arlington County. I am proud of all they do to make ACPD the highquality agency that it is. Looking to the new year, we will continue our commitment to advancing best practices in law enforcement
through programs and initiatives that support 21st century policing while engaging with the community to continue making ACPD
the very best it can be.
Happy Holidays!
Andy Penn
Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•

•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated four personnel complaints in the month of November.
The Department received a total of 16 personnel commendations, to include four community letters, six community emails,
four commendations from other County agencies and two from other law enforcement agencies.
Personnel completed 14,279.5 hours of training in November. Highlights of training topics include, but are not limited
to, Community Policing Defined, Improving Police Efficacy and Building Trust, and Fighting Fentanyl. These training hours
also include the completion of the Field Training Program by Officers of Session 144 of the Northern Virginia Criminal
Justice Training Academy. These officers have now completed their training cycle and are on solo patrol in the County.
There were two applications of Narcan by officers for obvious narcotics overdoses prior to the arrival of medics on scene.
There was one application of Tactical Emergency Casualty Care (TECC) by officers prior to the arrival of medics on scene.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•
•
•

•

Congratulations to the following personnel who were promoted on November 21 st:
•
Rank of Lieutenant: A. Nucelli
•
Rank of Sergeant: L. Mason and T. Clifford
On November 1st, the Optimist Club presented Officer Velez with the Respect of Law Program award for her years of making
positive impacts on the lives of youth in Arlington through trust building, safety education and being a positive role model.
Congratulations to Officer Velez on this well-deserved recognition for her dedication and commitment to our community!
In November, Lt. Chavis graduated from the Southern Police Institute’s (SPI) 146 th Administrative Officers Course at the
University of Louisville. She was the recipient of two prestigious awards: for the highest GPA, Lt. Chavis was recognized as
the valedictorian and received the Dr. William Walsh Director’s Award for Academic Excellence, and for her demonstrated
leadership and commitment to the shared goals and objectives of the SPI, she was recognized with the B. Edwards
Campbell Award for Outstanding Service. Congratulations, Lt. Chavis!
In November, MPO Roeseler graduated from the Virginia Forensic Science Academy.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month
November
Total (YTD)

2019

20203

2021

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

287
3,034

24
278

311
3,312

175
2,406

2
147

177
2,553

191
2,344

9
54

200
2,398

OFFENSE DATA 2
November
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2019
1,039
0
6
16
65
11
3
52
69
220
90
15
7
191

20203

2021

938
0
7
20
54
12
14
26
66
157
59
18
12
111

1,180
0
12
13
103
37
20
38
83
179
119
12
14
53

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case types do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.
3 Monthly data for CY 2020 is reflective of impacts during COVID-19 closures. As a result, three years' worth of data has been added to this report to allow
for a multi-year comparison.
1

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
November in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information
can be found in the Police News & Crime Reports, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
NARCOTICS COURT VERDICTS & SENTENCING, Arlington Detectives, working in collaboration with our local and
federal law enforcement partners, assisted with the following narcotics investigations. These cases were prosecuted by the
United States Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of Virginia.
• On November 4 th, the accused, Kibruysday Degefa, was convicted of conspiracy, possession, and distribution of fentanyl
and Eutylone, and being a felon in possession of a firearm during drug trafficking
• On November 16 th, the accused, Cody Alexander, pled guilty to Conspiracy to Distribute five (5) or more kilograms of crystal
methamphetamine
• On November 16 th, the accused, Thomas Minnehan, pled guilty to Conspiracy to Distribute five (5) or more kilograms of
crystal methamphetamine and armed trafficking
• On November 17 th, the accused, Taurean Venable, pled guilty to Conspiracy to Distribute 400 grams or more of fentanyl
• On November 19 th, the accused, Mitchel Harvey, pled guilty to federal drug trafficking charges and admitted to receiving
a total of approximately 30 pounds of crystal methamphetamine in the mail over a year

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-05010006, 18 th Street S. at S. Eads Street. On May 1 st, patrol officers conducted a
traffic stop that resulted in the seizure of suspected crystal methamphetamine. The driver was arrested, and information
obtained during the investigation assisted an active federal narcotics investigation. In November, the supplier of the crystal
methamphetamine was arrested, and a search warrant was executed, resulting in the recovery of additional narcotics, firearms
and cash.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-11050159, 2 nd Street S. at S. Courthouse Road. Detectives initiated an investigation
after learning two wanted subjects were allegedly distributing controlled substances in Arlington. On November 5 th, the subjects
were observed entering a vehicle and officers initiated a traffic stop. The subjects fled and Virginia State Police pursued the
vehicle before the subjects bailed out and fled on foot. Both were ultimately taken into custody and a gram of fentanyl was
recovered along with drug paraphernalia and fraudulent identifications.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-11280119, 1700 block of Richmond Highway. On November 28 th, officers were
dispatched to the report of a disorderly subject. Officers made contact with the visibly intoxicated subject who was
uncooperative and struck an officer. He was placed under arrest and while at booking, lost consciousness. Officers
immediately rendered aid and administered Narcan prior to the arrival of medics. The subject was revived and
transported to an area hospital for medical treatment. Once medically cleared, he was taken back to booking and
processed.
GANG PARTICIPATION, 2021-09280113, 6000 block of Wilson Boulevard. In September, the Gang Unit initiated an
investigation into gang graffitiing spray painted along several trees. During the course of the investigation, detectives
identified suspects in the case. In November, detectives made contact with one of the outstanding suspects who was
also wanted out of Fairfax County. He was arrested and charged.
STOLEN VEHICLE, 2021-11110213, Shirlington Road at Four Mile Run Drive. On November 11 th, a patrol officer
observed a vehicle conduct a traffic infraction and upon investigation, determine it was reported stolen out of Fairfax
County earlier that morning. A traffic stop was conducted and the two occupants were taken into custody and charged.
RECOVERED STOLEN VEHICLE, 2021-11260135, 850 Army Navy Drive. On November 26 th, police were alerted to a
stolen vehicle. Officers located the parked, unoccupied vehicle and confirmed its status as stolen. During the course of
the investigation, officers identified and located the vehicle’s occupants, a juvenile and adult. A firearm was located on
the adult suspect and he was arrested and charged.
CARJACKING SENTENCING, 2019-08280013, S. Four Mile Run Drive at S. Thomas Street. On November 10 th, a
Washington D.C. man was sentenced to 357 months in prison for his role in an August 2019 carjacking in Arlington
County and subsequent armed robbery in Lorton which resulted in a police chase involving Virginia State Police which
injured two troopers.
MALICIOUS WOUNDING/BARRICADE, 2021-11110133, 400 block of 23 rd Street S. On November 11 th, police were
dispatched to the report of a fight. Upon arrival, it was determined that Victim One was inside the business in line at the register
behind the suspect, when the suspect allegedly turned around, struck him in the face, exited the business and verbally
threatened him from outside. A short while later, Victim Two attempted to enter the business when the suspect, who was still
standing outside, allegedly struck the victim in the back of the head with a blunt object before fleeing the scene on foot. During
the course of the investigation, detectives developed a suspect description and obtained warrants for him. The suspect was
located but barricaded himself inside of a residence and refused to exit. Tactical Units and patrol officers established surveillance
at the home and on Saturday, November 13th, the suspect emerged from the residence and was taken into custody without
incident.
1998 Homicide, Following years of dedicated investigative work, the Arlington County Police Department’s Cold Case
Unit announced in November that charges had been sought against two individuals for the 1998 homicide of Andrea
Cincotta.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of November in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

The Special Operations Section (SOS) assisted with six escorts and three special events during the month of November.
Officers continued enforcement of the hands-free law and allocated a total of 44 hours towards these efforts.
Officers participated in the Metropolitan Washington Council of Government’s Fall Street Smart campaign, which aims to
identify and change unsafe behavior patterns amongst motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists, with the goal of reducing the
number of traffic-related collisions and injuries on our roadways.
On November 20th, 2021, the Special Operations Section assisted with the Jennifer Bush-Lawson Memorial 5k & Family
Fun Day. The race is dedicated to the memory of Jennifer Bush-Lawson who lost her life in a tragic vehicle collision near
Nottingham Elementary School on February 24th, 2014.
The Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by
identifying, stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working ASAP
made seven DUI arrests, issued 32 traffic summonses and six reckless driving summonses, recovered one stolen vehicle
and apprehended one fugitive.
Police investigated a fatal vehicle crash in the East Falls Church neighborhood on November 3 rd, 2021.
Police investigated a fatal motorcycle crash in the Green Valley neighborhood on November 11th, 2021.
Police investigated a critical crash in the Westover Village neighborhood on November 17 th, 2021.

DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Hours in
November

Program
Radar Speed Enforcement

155.5

Red Light

128.5

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

35

Crash Reduction Program

92.5

CRASHES
Crashes in
November

Crash Type
Total Crashes

133

Fatal Crashes

2

Serious Injury Crashes

4

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

14

Street Smart Campaign Activation – NOVEMBER 17th

CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
November

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
November
1,245

Jennifer Bush-Lawson 5K
NOVEMBER 20th, 2021

Turkey Trot 5k
NOVEMBER 25th, 2021

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of November in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY AND YOUTH OUTREACH UNITS
The Community Outreach Unit attended numerous community events and meetings throughout the month of November and addressed
four community complaints. Highlights of the month included
•
Drug Take Back: Members of the Community Outreach Unit continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and
safely disposed of 100.3 pounds of unused, unwanted, or expired prescription medications turned into the four secure locations.
•
Community Police Academy: The Community Police Academy concluded this month with 15 community members graduating from
the 10-week program. Participants learned about the Department's many units, training areas, investigations, and other
relevant issues in the field of policing, and had hands-on experiences to learn about the challenges faced by officers on a day-to-day
basis. The next Community Police Academy will take place in early 2022.
•
Fill the Cruiser Holiday Toy Drive: ACPD's 7th annual Fill the Cruiser Holiday Toy Drive and Operation Stocking Stuffer programs
continued in November and conclude in mid-December. In addition to traditional toy drive events, toys were collected at Police
Headquarters and at many local businesses and community partner organizations.
•
Crime Prevention: To address seasonal concerns regarding thefts during the holiday season, officers continue to conduct highvisibility patrols at shopping areas throughout the County. Officers continue to conduct informal engagement with local business
owners and managers to develop rapport with them and share information about retail crime prevention.
ENGAGEMENT
•
Homeless Outreach: Officers addressed recent complaints regarding homeless individuals under the Route 66 bridge near the 6800
block of Lee Highway and met with the individuals to advise them of shelter, job-assistance and other resources offered by Arlington
County. ACPD continues to work with the Department of Human Services (DHS) and PathForward regarding several homeless
encampments in the community to coordinate outreach efforts and share resources.
•
Youth Outreach Updates: The Youth Outreach Unit continued to work on establishing programs and activities centered around youth
engagement within the county. Some of the programs are Lunch Bunch at Fleet Elementary, AHC After-School Program dropins, Parks and Recreation Teen Program drop-ins, Second Chance meetings, Reaching New Heights, Lunch Trivia at Williamsburg
Middle School, the Hero Pen Pal program, and reading to kids at the Animal Welfare League of Arlington.
•
Community Outreach Updates: The teams attended multiple civic and community association meetings during the month of
November to review recent crime statistics, share crime prevention information and address community concerns.
•
In October, ACPD investigated a serious hit and run crash involving a juvenile bicyclist whose bicycle was destroyed. Officer Velez and
Officer Hoffman coordinated with Adam Squad officers to purchase a new bike for the juvenile. Officer Velez also came up with the
idea of purchasing gifts for the juvenile’s younger siblings. Members of Adam Squad have coordinated a meeting the first week of
December to present the gifts to the family while displaying superhero shirts bought by Officer Velez and the children are big comic
fans.
•
Officer Hoffman identified a family in need for the holidays. He generously purchased a gift card to a grocery store with his own money
and provide it to the family to assist with their Thanksgiving Holiday.
•
While on scene of a motor vehicle crash, Corporal Smithgall and Officer Velez discovered that a 9-year-old child was visibly upset after
having been involved. Given the circumstances, Cpl. Smithgall retrieved a teddy bear from his vehicle and provided it to the child in
the hopes that the bear would help comfort him.
•
Officer Velez and Adam Squad members created a get-well video for a child that is battling a debilitating disease. Officer Velez
advised that the parents share the video every night with their son so he can rest easier knowing that he has our support.
•
Officer Hicken responded for a check of a man in the cold. She discovered he only had $20 and needed to get home, so she paid the
difference for the Taxi. She also assisted a pregnant woman with properly securing her car seat following a vehicle crash. While
responding to a call, she encountered a subject who was lost and cold and provided them with a coat. Lastly, she located a woman
with Alzheimer’s wondering the halls of an assisted living facility. She was able to calm her down and get her back to her room.
•
Officers hosted a RadKids training class for the Girls Outreach Program in November, helping teach empowerment and self-defense
to youth.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
•

Parks and Recreation Partnership: Youth and Community Outreach Unit officers continue to regularly meet with the Department of
Parks and Recreation to expand the foundation of our partnership with them.

ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
The Nightlife Detail saw steady patron counts during the month of November in both Clarendon and Crystal City.
•
Members of ARI organized and participated in eight meetings with restaurant and business owners, other County agencies,
and community stakeholder groups to further its relations with the community, resolve concerns, and promote its programs.
•
This Thanksgiving, members of ARI, the Washington Regional Alcohol Program (WRAP), and the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) partnered to remind community members that Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving, by hosting an interactive
anti-drunk driving event to highlight the impact that alcohol has on motor skills.
•
A total of 69 fake identifications were collected by the Nightlife Detail during the month of November.
•
There were eight Bar Safe violations issued during the month of November.
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
•
Lieutenant Troyano continues to liaison with Crisis Intervention Team staff members to reestablish regular training for Police
Department personnel.
•
Captain Rowling and Lieutenant Troyano attended the Marcus Alert Technical Group meeting on November 10th, which aims to
provide a behavioral response to behavioral health emergencies.
•
Meetings continue to be held with DHS and Police Department executive staff members to facilitate improved wait times for
Temporary Detention Order (TDO) service for those experiencing mental health emergencies in our community.
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•
The Recruitment & Retention Unit (R&RU) hosted two testing dates for patrol officer applicants. In total, 13 applicants completed
the Entrance Exam and the Physical Agility Test (PAT), with 10 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of the hiring process.
•
The R&RU continues to utilize the Handshake platform to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information about
careers within the Department. Members of the R&RU reached students by sending more than 93,000 messages about upcoming
career fairs, workshops and hiring events.
AUXILIARY UNIT
•
Auxiliary Officers provided a total of 453 hours of service for the month of November (3139 hours total for the 2021 calendar
year), which includes 43 safety seat inspections, 99 bicycle registrations, and four special events.
ENGAGEMENT SPOTLIGHT: HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE

This year, ACPD hosted the 7th Annual Fill the Cruiser Holiday Toy Drive. During the month of November, members of the Community Engagement Division
(CED) collected new, unwrapped toys for Arlington children at four different locations across the County. We are grateful for the generosity of our community
members and for your help ensuring that the holidays are bright and joyous for children in need.

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

On November 3rd, ACPD’s Motor Officers and Community Engagement
Division participated in Drew Elementary School’s PBIS/PBL
Community Walk!

On Thanksgiving-eve, traditionally a time of celebrations with heavy
alcohol consumption, ACPD hosted an interactive anti-drunk driving
event where participants pledged to take a sober ride home.

On November 4th, the Arlington Police Beneficiary Association
presented a donation check to the Arlington Free Clinic of $545 raised
for their breast cancer program through sales of pink ACPD patches.

As part of the Street Smart high-visibility traffic enforcement campaign,
officers reminded motorists to obey speed limits, remain alert for
pedestrians walking & biking, and to stop for people crossing the street.

On November 18th, we celebrated the graduation of the 25th Community
Police Academy! Over the previous 10 weeks, they participated in panel
discussions, practical exercises & hands-on training.

ACPD’s Latino Liaison, Cpl. Montoya, shared about his career in law
enforcement & as a member of the Community Engagement Division
with students at the APS Latino Youth Leadership Conference.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
Happy New Year! As we look ahead into 2022, we remain committed to providing the highest quality
professional law enforcement services to the Arlington community. We are in the process of developing
agency-wide goals, informed by internal conversations and community feedback from this summer’s
Conversations with the Chief series, and in alignment with our key initiatives of:
Community Engagement: The Department is committed to working collaboratively with our diverse and
inclusive community to ensure the safety of all who live, work, and visit Arlington. Officers work to build
and maintain partnerships with the youth, business, and residential communities to improve
communication and address public safety concerns.
Crime Prevention and Control: The Department works to improve the overall quality of life in Arlington
through enforcement efforts, such as active patrols and comprehensive follow-up investigations, as well
as crime prevention and reduction measures. Officers work to hold individuals accountable for their actions while seeking justice
on behalf of crime victims. Additionally, the Department participates in numerous crime prevention programs and develops unique
initiatives to educate and inform the community.
Transportation Safety: The Department works to ensure the safety of all travelers on our roadways while maintaining the safe
and orderly flow of traffic. Officers use a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety – education and enforcement –
and work collaboratively with other County agencies and community members to address areas of concern.
Employee Wellness: The Department recognizes the inherent stress related to the law enforcement profession and continues to
strengthen its commitment to ensuring staff have access to the wellness resources they need to succeed in their jobs.
I am proud of the work the men and women of ACPD perform each day in service to our community. We take great pride in the
relationships we’ve built throughout Arlington and look forward to continuing to work collaboratively as we maintain public safety.
Sincerely,
Andy Penn, Chief of Police

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
•
•
•

The Office of Professional Responsibility investigated four personnel complaints in the month of December.
The Department received a total of 12 personnel commendations, to include four from other law enforcement agencies,
three letters from community members, and four emails from community members.
Personnel completed 2,705 hours of training in December. Highlights of training topics include but are not limited to, Ethical
Decision Making: Policing and Principled Insight, Critical Thinking, Emergency Vehicle Operations, Putting the Puzzle
Pieces Together: Elder Abuse Investigations, and Project Lifesaver.

INTERNAL AGENCY UPDATES
•

•
•

On December 10th, 2021, the 18 new officers from Session 145 graduated from the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice
Training Academy (NVCJA) and began their post-academy local training program as part of their ongoing training cycle. Post
academy is a four-week program designed to act as a bridge between basic training and field training, where recruit officers
learn Arlington specific protocols and procedures, including critical legal constructs, court and courtroom procedures, methods
pertaining to responding to in-progress calls and DUI investigations. Additionally, de-escalation techniques are incorporated
into and constantly reinforced throughout our department training curriculum.
During the Washington Regional Alcohol Program’s Law Enforcement Awards of Excellence for Impaired Driving Prevention,
Officer S. Poveda and Officer A. Rodriguez were recognized for their outstanding commitment in the fight against drunk
driving. This well-deserved recognition highlights their dedication to the safety of our community.
ACPD’s Honor Guard presented the 2021 Commander’s Award to Detective M. Mazzella in recognition of his outstanding
dedication, support and commitment to its mission.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – CRIME DATA
ARREST DATA 1
Month
December
Total (YTD)

2019

20203

2021

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

Adult

Juvenile

Total

280
3,314

23
301

303
3,615

200
2,606

6
153

206
2,759

203
2,558

3
58

206
2,616

OFFENSE DATA 2
December
All Cases
Homicide
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Assault
Motor Vehicle Theft
Burglary
Trespass
Larceny from Auto
Other Larceny
Vandalism
Sexual Assault
Weapons Offenses
Substance-Related Offense

2019
1,083
0
7
19
75
22
20
64
107
229
101
12
14
261

20203

2021

997
0
8
16
67
30
26
42
80
159
68
5
8
100

1,200
0
12
36
106
24
27
30
64
241
115
9
7
58

Arrest month refers to the arrest date, not the date of the offense leading to the arrest. All counts refer to the number of individuals arrested, not the
number of charges levied. This is a highlight of common offenses and is not inclusive of every criminal incident investigated by the Department.
2 Offense data includes both primary and additional offenses associated with a single case number. All data is preliminary and subject to change based
upon follow-up investigations. Offenses determined to be unfounded through investigation are not included. The 13 listed case types do not reflect all
incidents reported and/or the total number of cases in the month.
3 Monthly data for CY 2020 is reflective of impacts during COVID-19 closures. As a result, three years' worth of data has been added to this report to allow
for a multi-year comparison.
1

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL
The Police Department works diligently to provide high quality service to the community through the successful investigation of
criminal offenses occurring in Arlington County. Below are some of the notable investigations undertaken during the month of
December in support of the Department's key initiative of Crime Prevention and Control. Additional investigative information
can be found in the Police News & Crime Reports, Online Crime Map and Open Data Portal.
OPIOID OVERDOSES - A concerning trend continued in 2021 as ACPD investigated more fatal overdoses than any other
year since it began actively tracking incidents involving opioids. To help address this, ACPD officers deployed Narcan
during 26 incidents in 2021. Narcan is also available to the public over the counter without a prescription – increasing its
ability to save lives and prevent
Total Incidents
Total Opioid
Total Opioid
Calendar
Total Opioid
additional fatal overdoses. ACPD is
Involving
Overdoses –
Overdoses Year
Overdoses
an active member of the Arlington
Opioids
Non-Fatal
Fatal
Addiction Recovery Initiative (AARI),
2018
154
53
42
11
Arlington’s opioid and other addictions
2019
95
42
36
6
taskforce. If you or someone you
2020
138
74
54
20
know is struggling with addiction, help
2021
156
92
64
28
is available and there are numerous
Additional Police Investigated Incidents Involving Opioids Data
treatment resources in Arlington.

CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL – INVESTIGATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-12020019, 3100 block of Columbia Pike. On December 2 nd, officers responded to the
report of a fight in progress. Upon arrival, one of the involved subjects attempted to flee the scene on foot and, following
a brief foot pursuit, was taken into custody. A search of his person incident to arrest resulted in the recovery of two types
of Schedule II prescription narcotics and several rounds of ammunition. He was also determined to be wanted out of
Maryland. He was arrested and charged.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-12120194, 1200 block of Wilson Boulevard. On December 12 th, police responded to the
report of a wrong-way driver and upon arrival, located the running vehicle and the driver unresponsive behind the wheel.
The driver appeared to be under the influence and was transported by medics to an area hospital for evaluation. During
the course of the investigation, it was determined that the vehicle was reported stolen out of Manassas, VA earlier in the
day. A search of the vehicle recovered suspected narcotics. The driver was arrested and charged.
NARCOTICS VIOLATION, 2021-12190117, 1900 block of Richmond Highway. On December 19 th, police were dispatched
to the report of suspicious circumstances. Upon arrival, it was determined that the male suspect had left narcotics inside
a hotel room when he checked out and returned to pick it up. When an officer tried to detain the suspect, he ran and
following a brief foot pursuit, was taken into custody and charged.
WEAPONS VIOLATION, 2021-12050241, 2900 block of S. Glebe Road. On December 5 th, officers responded to the
report of a person with a gun. Upon arrival, it was determined that the known suspect knocked on the door of a residence
and when the male victim opened, the suspect brandished a firearm. As the suspect was leaving the residential building,
he assaulted the female victim and destroyed her cell phone. Responding officers identified the suspect, obtained
warrants and took him into custody the following day.
WEAPONS VIOLATION, 2021-12180068, NB Route 110 at the Pentagon. On December 18 th, officers responded to
assist Pentagon Force Protection Agency officers with an individual asleep in the diver’s seat of a vehicle stopped on the
shoulder of NB Route 110. Upon arrival, officers made contact with the intoxicated individual and, during the course of
the investigation, located a firearm and loaded magazine inside his vehicle. He was arrested and charged.
ASSAULT ON LAW ENFORCEMENT, 2021-12180218, S. Glebe Road at 7 th Street S. On December 18 th, police were
dispatched to the report of a man jumping onto a vehicle. The responding officer canvassed the area and located the
suspect who matched the description provided by the reporting party. When the officer attempted to make contact with
the suspect, he turned around holding an object in his hand in an aggressive manner. The officer gave the suspect
commands, and he dropped the object. With the arrival of additional officers, the suspect was taken into custody without
further incident and charged.
LARCENY, 2021-12270039, S. Hayes Street at 15 th Street S. On December 27 th, a patrol officer was conducting high
visibility patrols near retail shopping areas when he was flagged down by the manager of a business reporting a larceny
and pointing out the suspect who was walking away. The officer gave the suspect commands to stop which he ignored
and continued to flee from the area. With the assistance of additional arriving officers, the suspect was taken into
custody. During the course of the investigation, the suspect provided false identifying information. Using law enforcement
resources, the officers properly identified the suspect and charged him.
LARCENY, 2021-05060061, 2300 block of S. Nelson Street. In June, detectives arrested an individual for his
involvement in an unlawful entry and larceny of property. The suspect remains housed in the Arlington County Detention
Center and in December, members of the Organized Crime Section worked with him to identify the location of stolen
items. As a result of this information, a search warrant was executed on a storage container and previously stolen items
were recovered.

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
The Police Department is committed to ensuring the safety of all travelers - including bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists - on
our roadways. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.
Below are some of the notable actions undertaken in the month of December in support of the Department's key initiative of
Transportation Safety.
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

The Special Operations Section (SOS) assisted with nine escorts and 10 special events during the month of December.
On December 13th, the SOS assisted the Pentagon Force Protection Agency, United States Army, and White House Staff in
escorting Medal of Honor recipients and their families to the White House. The President awarded the Medal of Honor to
Master Sergeant Earl Plumlee and posthumously to Sergeant 1st Class Alwyn Cashe and Sergeant 1st Class Christopher
Celiz.
On December 18th, the SOS deployed police resources for the 2021 Wreaths Across America event at Arlington National
Cemetery. Approximately 40,000 visitors and volunteers attended the event, which concluded with no major incidents.
From December 15th, 2021 to January 1st, 2022, ACPD partnered with the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) during the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign. This campaign aims to
drastically reduce drunk driving on our nation’s roadways through a two-pronged approach of education and enforcement.
During December’s peak holiday shopping season, patrol officers conducted a pedestrian safety traffic detail in the area of
Pentagon City resulting in 31 traffic summonses, six parking tickets and five arrests.
The Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to make our roadways safer by identifying,
stopping, and apprehending drivers who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Officers working ASAP made six DUI
arrests, one felony arrest, issued 76 traffic summonses and 16 reckless driving summonses, and apprehended one fugitive.
Officers continued enforcement of the hands-free law and allocated a total of 28.5 hours towards these efforts.
Police investigated a critical crash in the Clarendon neighborhood on December 22nd, 2021.

DEDICATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Hours in
December

Program
Radar Speed Enforcement

138.5

Red Light

118.5

DMV Grant Funded Enforcement

37.5

Crash Reduction Program

52

CRASHES
Crashes in
December

Crash Type
Total Crashes

133

Fatal Crashes

0

Serious Injury Crashes

3

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes

10

December 13th, 2021 – ACPD Officers with Medal of Honor
Recipient Master Sgt. Earl Plumlee and his daughter

CITATIONS/WRITTEN WARNINGS
Month
December

Citations/Written Warnings Issued in
December
1,045

December 9th, 2021 –
Cherrydale Santa Parade

December 10th, 2021 –
WRAP Awards

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Since the 1990's, the Police Department has embraced community policing, a philosophy and practice that seeks to involve
everyone in the safety and welfare of their community. The Agency is committed to actively engaging with the public to build
strong community-based partnerships and foster police interaction and cooperation with those we serve. Below are some of
the notable highlights from the month of December in support of the department's key initiative of Community Engagement.
COMMUNITY AND YOUTH OUTREACH UNITS
The Community Outreach Unit attended 12 community events and eight community meetings, conducted three presentations and
addressed six community complaints during the month of December. Highlights of the month included:
•
Drug Take Back: Members of the Community Outreach Unit continued the permanent prescription drug take back program and
safely disposed of 164.4 pounds of unused, unwanted, or expired prescription medications turned into the four secure locations.
•
Fill the Cruiser Holiday Toy Drive: ACPD's 7th annual Fill the Cruiser Holiday Toy Drive and Operation Stocking Stuffer programs
concluded in mid-December with over 3,200 toys being collected from community members and businesses. Prior to the Christmas
holiday, these toys were distributed to charities and organizations across the County for distribution to children in need.
•
Crime Prevention: Members of the Community Outreach Unit conducted extra checks and foot patrols at various County parks and
the skate park in reference to community concerns. While on proactive patrol, they engaged with users of these facilities.
ENGAGEMENT
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Homeless Outreach: In addition to addressing concerns raised by community members and businesses, officers conducted the
following engagement efforts with unsheltered individuals:
•
Officer Smith assisted in locating temporary housing for an unsheltered individual who was out in cold elements.
•
Officer Mellon provided an unsheltered woman with a pair of running shoes as she did not have any.
•
Officer Bigler continues to hand out bottles of water to unsheltered individuals he interacts with while on patrol.
•
Corporal Ryan and Officer Hirschman checked on the welfare of an unsheltered individual and discussed his plans
for the winter season. He was provided with a backpack full of supplies and officers connected with the Department
of Human Services on additional outreach efforts.
1st Sergeant Anderson and Corporal Hammond were guest speakers at the Capitol Hill Internship Program (CHIP) on December 6th.
During the event, they spoke about careers in Law Enforcement, hiring requirements, current trends in policing, officer wellness, and
the realities of policing in a metropolitan area.
Latino Liaison Corporal Montoya and Lieutenant Pilco participated in a podcast in Spanish called “Conversacion con la
Communidad” and answered questions regarding policing in Arlington County.
Officer Malone, Corporal Levy, and Corporal Robinson participated in the Girls’ Outreach Women in Public Safety Day and
shared information on their roles within the department, backgrounds, and participated in a questions and answers session.
Officer Fullop and Officer Thiel delivered presents on Christmas Day to two young children who police previously interacted
with when they were home during an attempted unlawful entry at their residence.
Corporal Ruby delivered food on Christmas night to two Arlington residents that were quarantined due to testing positive for
COVID. One is a victim of a carjacking that she has remained in contact with over the last couple of years.
Officer Skelton responded for a call for service for a dispute between two brothers. She spoke to one half of the dispute
about resources the County offers as well as getting involved in school activities. Upon completing the call, she was
approached by a grandmother and child who were walking down the sidewalk. The grandmother asked officers on scene to
take a picture with her grandchild. Officer Skelton also showed the child the cruiser’s blue lights and gave him a gift bag.
Officer Levy received a phone message from a 90-year-old community member who thanked her for her efforts and praised
ACPD’s outstanding work in searching and locating his missing endangered 87-year-old wife. The night his wife went missing
was the couples 67th wedding anniversary and after she was safely located, Officer Levy brought them an anniversary card.
The Community Outreach Unit and FRK9 Brooks conducted a presentation for Girl Scout troop 60253.
The Youth Outreach Unit participated in substance abuse awareness trivia at Williamsburg Middle School and lunch time
trivia at Kenmore Middle School.
Latino Liaison Corporal Montoya participated in a Zoom meeting with Washington Liberty High School Latino Parents.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (continued)
ARLINGTON RESTAURANT INITIATIVE (ARI) AND THE NIGHTLIFE DETAIL
•
•
•
•

The Nightlife Detail saw a decline in patron counts during the month of December in both Clarendon and Crystal City.
Members of ARI organized and participated in six meetings with restaurant and business owners, other County agencies,
and community stakeholder groups to further its relations with the community, resolve concerns, and promote its programs.
A total of 87 fake identifications were collected by the Nightlife Detail during the month of December.
There were three Bar Safe violations issued during the month of December.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
•

Corporal Ryan and FRK9 Brooks, ACPD’s support service K9, visited pediatric vaccine sites to help children remain calm
during vaccination.

RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
•

•
•
•

On December 18th, Session 145 graduated from the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice Training Academy (NVCJA) and were
recognized with the following achievements:
•
Officer M. Venson served as the class President and received the Award for Physical Fitness (Females) – 1st place
•
Officer K. Greene received the Award for Academic Excellence – 1st place and the Award for Physical Fitness
(Females) – 2nd place
•
Officer A. Markiewicz received the Award for Academic Excellence – 3rd place
The Recruitment & Retention Unit (R&RU) hosted two testing dates for patrol officer applicants. In total, 28 applicants completed
the Entrance Exam and the Physical Agility Test (PAT), with 21 of those applicants advancing to the next stage of the hiring process.
Three police officer applicants were hired in December for the next session at NVCJA.
The R&RU continues to utilize the Handshake platform to conduct outreach to potential applicants and share information about
careers within the Department.

AUXILIARY UNIT
•

Auxiliary Officers provided a total of 167.5 hours of service for the month of December (3,306.5 hours total for the 2021 calendar
year), which includes 22 safety seat inspections, 59 bicycle registrations, and two special events.

ENGAGEMENT SPOTLIGHT: HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE

Thank you to everyone who donated to make ACPD’s 7th Annual Fill the Cruiser Holiday Toy Drive a success. A special note of appreciation to Ballston
Crossfit, the Prospect House, Celtic House, Freddie’s Beach Bar, Meridian Pint and the Ballston Exchange for supporting Operation Stocking Stuffer and
collecting toy donations at their locations. In total, more than 3,200 toys were donated and then distributed to children in need by officers and community
organizations. We couldn’t do this without your support and are grateful for the generosity of our community members and businesses to ensure the
holidays are bright for Arlington youth.

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

On December 4th, Corporal Stalter led the way for the Arthritis
Foundation Jingle Bell 5k Run/Walk for Arthritis with a little help from the
North Pole!

On December 10th, ACPD’s 18 newest recruit officers from session 145
graduated from the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice Training
Academy. Congratulations to all!

On December 20th, members of ACPD’s Community Engagement
Division (CED) hosted game night at the Shelton for AHC Affordable
Housing teens who are currently on winter break!

The Cyber Protection Brigade stationed at Fort Meade, MD provided
ACPD with 70 Cold Weather Kits for the homeless, containing winter
essentials and a small hygiene kit. We are grateful for their generosity!

On December 22nd, officers from the Community Engagement Division
(CED) made stops at Harvey Hall and the Shelton as they distributed
toys donated during the fill the cruiser events!

On December 24th, our friends at Nam-Viet Restaurant in Clarendon
provided a meal for our officers working on Christmas Eve. We’re
grateful for the support of our local business community year-round!
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