
Phase 2 Update

Missing Middle 
Housing Study: 
Expanding Housing 
Choice



Range of housing types IN THE MIDDLE between single-family
detached houses and mid-to-high-rise apartment buildings.

Refers to SIZE not PRICE

What is Missing Middle Housing?



What is the Missing 
Middle Housing Study?

• The Missing Middle Housing Study is 
about expanding housing choice.

• It is looking at how allowing varied 
housing options could meet a wider 
range of  household housing needs.

• This housing gap is creating
challenges for the Arlington
community.

• Expanded housing choice would 
benefit many Arlingtonians, 
including essential workers and 
those who want to age in place.



Our Current Challenge

Missing Middle Housing Types
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more equitable 
outcomes

lower housing 
costs
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Change

Housing Choice & Neighborhood Change

Studying how change, managed thoughtfully, can positively impact Arlington's future.

Before and after pictures 
of single detached home 
redevelopment showing 
coverage increase and 
loss of pervious surface.



Community Priorities

 Reduce housing costs, add more housing supply, and add housing 
options that reflect the needs of the whole community:

• Seniors, young families, essential workers
 Conserve tree canopy and create and maintain connections to 

nature
 Achieve sustainable land use and construction
 Invest in schools and infrastructure to keep pace with growth
 Maintain and expand what people value about their 

neighborhoods:
• Diversity, connections with neighbors, and walkability



Phase 1: 
Building a 
Common 

Understanding

Phase 2: 
Focused Study

Phase 3: 
Implementation

Study Phases

• Study of Housing 
Types in the 
Arlington Context

• Recommendations 
for Housing Types to 
Permit in Phase 3 
(What? Where?
How?)

• Zoning
Ordinance 
Amendments

• Other New 
Policies and
Future Studies

We are here

• Identification of 
Community 
Priorities and 
Concerns

• Recommendations 
for Housing Types 
to Study in Phase 2

2020-2021 Q1-Q2 2022 Q3-Q4 2022

Community engagement and input throughout 



About Phase 2

 Phase 2 is studying specific housing types 
identified during Phase 1 to determine how to 
balance community priorities and concerns.

• Single-detached homes on smaller lots
• Duplexes (side-by-side and stacked) 
• Triplexes, fourplexes, and other small 

multiplexes (buildings with 3-8 housing units) 
• Townhouses (side-by-side and stacked) 

 Options will be evaluated and presented to the 
community for review and feedback.



Considerations in Phase 2

Phase 2 evaluation will consider: 

Design Parameters Economic Feasibility Equity

Opportunities and Impacts Locations



Key Questions for Phase 2

 Where should missing middle housing types be 
allowed within Arlington?

 How could expanded housing choice meet 
community priorities?

 What are the tradeoffs between the benefits of 
expanding housing choice and community concerns?

 How do the expected outcomes of new policies 
compare to today's "business  as usual" approach to 
housing?

 How should missing middle housing types be designed 
to be compatible with Arlington neighborhoods?



Planned 
Engagement 
& Outreach

Direct conversations with stakeholders

Answers to FAQs

Virtual walking tours

E-newsletters, media, social media

Online engagement & feedback forms

Community events and pop-ups

Collaboration with community partners

Community Involvement in Phase 2



Stay Informed

arlingtonva.us >> search: 
Missing Middle Housing Study

•Sign-up to be a Community Partner
•Subscribe for study updates in your
inbox

•Contact:
housingarlington@arlingtonva.us

mailto:housingarlington@arlingtonva.us
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