PREVENTION

RODENT CONTROL
PROGRAM
Arlington County Public Health helps
with rodent problems, such as how to:
Get rid of food sources and
harborage (shelter)
Get rid of rodents
Property owners are
responsible for extermination
on private property
Clean-up

Keep
Rodents
Away!

We also work with Code Enforcement
if there is a violation of Arlington
County Code (Chapter 10-16, Rat
Harborage).
For help or to report a problem:
703-228-7400
EHVector@arlingtonva.us

FOOD
Keep garbage in a trash can with a
tight lid
Clean trash cans and dumpsters often
Do not let bird seed fall on the ground
Pick up and properly discard pet waste
HARBORAGE
Remove piles of wood, furniture, and
any yard debris
Cut grass low to the ground and trim
plants away from the home or building
ENTRY POINTS
Seal openings larger than a pencil in
diameter. Use strong sealants:
Steel wool
Putty
Copper stuffing
Expandable foam
Cement
Add weather stripping to doors,
including garage doors
Install tight-closing crawl space doors
and vent covers

RATS & MICE

CONTROL

Rats and mice are rodents that live close to
people, in or near homes and buildings.
They can damage property and carry germs
that make people sick.

TRAPPING
(RECOMMENDED INDOORS)

You may have a rodent problem if you see
droppings, chew holes, footprints, or nests
or burrows.

Put snap traps next to walls
Use peanut butter in traps to attract
rodents
Don’t move the trap so rodents get
used to it being there
Follow manufacturer instructions!

CLEAN-UP
Wear disposable gloves when
touching rodents, objects or areas
they have dirtied, or poison
Wet droppings or nesting materials
with cleanser before clean-up to
keep them from getting into the air
Wear a mask
Put dirty items in a sealed plastic
bag and throw it away immediately
Wash your hands after clean-up

The most common rodents in Arlington
are the Norway rat and house mouse.
Both have brown or gray fur on top and a
lighter underside.
NORWAY RAT

About 16 inches
long including tail
Most active at night
Fit through
openings larger
than a quarter
Usually make nests
outside
underground

HOUSE MOUSE

About 5 inches
long including tail
Fit through
openings larger
than a dime
Usually make nests
inside but can also
live outside

BAITING/POISON
Put bait in secure containers to keep
children, pets, and other animals
safe
Place bait where you have seen
rodent activity
Check bait daily and replace as
needed
It may take a few days for
rodents to die
Follow manufacturer instructions!

HIRE AN EXPERT
A licensed pest management
professional can safely place bait or do
clean-up. This is suggested for large
numbers of rodents.

LEARN MORE
Arlington County
www.arlingtonva.us (Search "Rats")
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
www.cdc.gov/rodents
Environmental Protection Agency
www.epa.gov/rodenticides

