
Starting in 2024, the County is changing the way you pay for stormwater services. A stormwater utility is a fairer way to pay 
for the County’s Stormwater Management Program, based on the amount of hard surfaces, or impervious area, on a property.

Stormwater Utility
A Fairer Way to Bill for Stormwater Services

Learn More: bit.ly/ArlingtonStormwaterUtility

PREVIOUS: Sanitary District Tax
Previously, property owners paid for stormwater management services through a sanitary district tax. The tax was 
based on property assessment (0.017 cents per $100 of assessed value) and was included in the real estate tax. 

As an example, 
Property A - $800,000 assessment
($800,000 ÷ $100) x 0.017 cents = $136 per year for sanitary district tax 

NEW: Stormwater Utility
A stormwater utility is a fairer way to bill for stormwater 
services based on impervious cover on the property. 
Impervious cover is a better measure of the demand 
on the storm system than property value.    

WHAT IS IMPERVIOUS AREA?
Impervious Area (IA) is the portion of a 
property that is covered with hard surfaces 
that don’t let rain runoff soak into the 
ground (yellow areas in the graphic). 

#### Want to get a better idea of your future 
stormwater utility fee? An online tool is available 
to estimate the number of stormwater utility billing 
units on a property.

Stormwater Investments
In response to increasingly intense storms and recent flooding challenges, the County has expanded investment in 
its stormwater systems. To help fund the stormwater capital program, voters approved a $50.84 million bond 
referendum in 2020 and a $39.76 million bond referendum in 2022. Revenue from the utility fee will be used to pay 
for debt service related to these and future bond issuances. 
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INVESTMENT HIGHLIGHTS

Watersheds experienced significant 
flooding from devastating rains in 2019.

• Water quality and regulatory programs

• Flood plain management

• Education and training

• Stream water quality monitoring

WHAT IS FUNDING USED FOR?
• Maintenance/upgrades over 200 miles of storm sewer pipe

• Tens of thousands of culverts, inlets, outlets and other elements

• Funding to ensure increased system capacity

• Green infrastructure and restoration projects

Stormwater Utility Credit Program

A credit program will be available as a “thank you” to property owners that take action to reduce stormwater runoff 
or pollution. Credits will be available for stormwater facilities on your property, pervious driveways, rain gardens, tree 
planting, conservation landscaping, and several types of volunteer activities. Property owners can complete credit 
activities in 2023 and then apply for credit from November 1 - January 15, 2024 for their 2024 bill. More information 
is available on the web page.

https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Sustainability-and-Environment/Stormwater/Stormwater-Utility-Implementation/Stormwater-Utility-Fee-Estimator
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Sustainability-and-Environment/Stormwater/Stormwater-Utility-Implementation
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Sustainability-and-Environment/Stormwater/Stormwater-Utility-Implementation/Stormwater-Utility-Credit-Program

