
Arlington Transit (ART)  
Light Maintenance Facility 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

Arlington County Department of Environmental Services 

Revised April 2022 



ART Light Maintenance Facility SWPPP 
 

2 
 

 
Table of Contents 

 
Introduction ....................................................................................................................... 3 

Site Description and Operations ........................................................................................ 3 

Drainage ........................................................................................................................ 3 

Site Oversight / Compliance Responsibilities .................................................................... 5 

Certification ....................................................................................................................... 5 

Potential Stormwater Pollutants and Pollution Sources..................................................... 6 

Parking Areas ................................................................................................................ 6 

Waste and Recycling Collection Receptacles (Dumpster Area and Trash Cans) .......... 6 

Fueling Station ............................................................................................................... 6 

Generator ...................................................................................................................... 7 

Non-Stormwater Discharges .......................................................................................... 7 

Stormwater Management Controls and Pollution Prevention ............................................ 7 

Good Housekeeping Practices ...................................................................................... 7 

Fueling Station ............................................................................................................... 7 

Vehicle Wash and Light Maintenance Building .............................................................. 7 

Stormwater Management Controls ................................................................................ 8 

Spills and Leaks ................................................................................................................ 9 

Site Inspections ............................................................................................................... 10 

Outfall Screening ............................................................................................................. 10 

SWPPP / Site Compliance Evaluation ............................................................................. 10 

Training ........................................................................................................................... 10 

Appendix A – Inspection Form ........................................................................................ 11 

Appendix B – Spill Report Form ...................................................................................... 12 

Appendix C – Spill Log for ART Bus Light Maintenance Facility ..................................... 13 

 
 



ART Light Maintenance Facility SWPPP 
 

3 
 

Introduction 
In accordance with Arlington County’s Virginia Stormwater Management Program 
(VSMP), Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit (VA0088579), the 
County is required to develop and maintain a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) for high priority municipal facilities (HPMF). The County’s Arlington Transit 
(ART) Bus Light Maintenance Facility has been identified as a HPMF.   
 
A high priority municipal facility is any facility owned and operated by the permittee that 
actively engages in one or more of the following activities: (i) composting; (ii) equipment 
storage and maintenance; (iii) materials storage; (iv) pesticide storage; (v) storage for 
public works; (vi) recycling; (vii) salt storage; (viii) solid waste handling and transfer; and, 
(ix) vehicle storage and maintenance.  
 
The objectives of this SWPPP are: 

• To provide information about the facility and operations conducted there 
• To identify potential sources of stormwater pollutants 
• To provide information on best management practices (BMPs) and controls that 

will be implemented at the facility to minimize non-stormwater discharges and 
pollutant releases to the storm drain system and surface waters. 

Site Description and Operations 
The ART Bus Light Maintenance Facility is located at 3201 S Eads Street in south 
Arlington (see Figure 1).  
 
The facility covers approximately 75,935 square feet or 1.74 acres. The facility includes a 
two-story building which houses a light-duty maintenance bay and vehicle wash bay, a 
covered compressed natural gas (CNG) fueling station, CNG compression enclosure 
area, and parking areas for buses. The facility can accommodate parking for up to 25 
buses. The facility is fenced in and has four gates, which are kept closed when the facility 
is not being accessed.  
 
Activities at the facility include indoor bus washing, light vehicle maintenance (fluid top 
offs and tire changes), bus fueling, and parking. No heavy-duty vehicle maintenance is 
conducted at this facility.   
 
The facility is occupied and operated by a transit operations contractor, currently First 
Transit, Inc., managed by the County’s Transit Operations Manager with the Department 
of Environmental Services (DES). The DES Facility Management Bureau is responsible 
for the maintenance of the facility.   
 
Drainage 
The facility is in the Four Mile Run Lower Mainstem watershed. The majority of 
stormwater runoff from the facility drains to the County’s MS4 via three onsite 
StormFilters®. Runoff from the rooftops of the maintenance building and fueling station 
drain to an underground cistern for water reuse. A small portion of the stormwater runoff 
discharges directly to the County’s MS4. Discharges from the facility shall comply with 
the conditions of Arlington County’s MS4 permit. 
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Figure 1 – Location of ART Bus Light Maintenance Facility 
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Potential Stormwater Pollutants and Pollution Sources 
The primary potential sources of pollutants and non-stormwater discharges at the ART 
Bus Facility are leaks from buses and other vehicles, vehicular tracking, spills and litter. 
The primary pollutants of concern at this facility include: 

• Hydrocarbons (grease, oil, lubricants) 
• Diesel fuel (generator) 
• Vehicle fluids - hydraulic fluid, brake fluid, coolant 
• Sediment 
• Metals  
• Trash 
• Chemicals 
• Detergents 

 
These materials can negatively impact water quality if they enter the storm drain system 
and surface waters.   
 
Parking Areas 
Parking areas can be significant sources of stormwater pollutants including sediment, 
litter, hydrocarbons, vehicle fluids, and metals that can be carried by runoff during storm 
events to the storm drain system and surface waters. Hydrocarbons, metals and other 
vehicle-related materials are deposited on parking areas as a result of leaks, spills, and 
routine vehicle and equipment wear and tear. Other pollutants include accumulated grit 
and sediment from vehicle tracking. Accumulated salt or deicer materials can accumulate 
on surfaces in winter months if these materials are used on parking areas.   
 
Litter can also accumulate in parking and outside storage areas. Litter at this facility may 
include disposable PPE, cigarette ends, disposable gloves, plastic wrappers, paper, food 
packaging, and plastic bottles. Litter may result from cleaning out buses and not 
disposing of trash properly. Once on the ground, litter can be washed or blown into storm 
drains.  
 
Waste and Recycling Collection Receptacles (Dumpster Area and Trash Cans) 
Potential pollutants from dumpsters and trash cans include litter and dumpster leachate. 
Debris can be blown out of waste and recycling collection receptacles if lids or doors are 
not kept closed. Litter may accumulate on the ground around dumpsters as a result of 
overflow and/or trash being dropped out when the containers are emptied by a waste 
collection hauler. If doors and lids are not kept closed, rainwater can accumulate inside 
receptacles. Leachate may leak from damaged containers or dumpsters without drain 
plugs or spilled out when containers are emptied.   
 
Fueling Station 
CNG is dispensed at the fueling station so there is no potential for fuel spills or leaks. 
 
Vehicle fluids (coolant, transmission fluid) and/or oil leaks from buses may occur at this 
location and be tracked out of the area if the leak is not cleaned up. 
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The fueling station has trash containers and recycling bins on each of the two islands. 
Trash or recycled materials may overflow or be blown out of these containers if not 
maintained.  
 
Generator 
The facility has a 1600-gallon diesel generator (750 kW, 277/480 3 phase, 60 Hz 
(Generac SD750 Custom). The generator is in a covered enclosed area and has a 
double wall fuel tank and rupture basin alarm.   
  
Non-Stormwater Discharges 
Non-stormwater discharges to the storm drain system are not likely to occur at this 
facility. All light maintenance and washing activities are conducted inside of the Vehicle 
Wash and Maintenance Building. Fueling is conducted under cover on drive lanes that 
are graded toward a floor drain connected to the sanitary sewer system via an oil / water 
separator. A non-stormwater discharge at this facility would likely be the result of a spill 
outside these areas – parking and drive through areas. 

Stormwater Management Controls and Pollution Prevention 
 
Good Housekeeping Practices 
Housekeeping practices shall be implemented at the ART Bus Light Maintenance Facility 
to reduce the discharge of pollutants generated from operations at the facility.  
 
Trash and recyclables are disposed of in on-site receptacles. Any litter on the ground is 
removed by the County contractor that oversees daily operations at the site. The lot will 
be cleaned to remove any accumulated sediment on an as needed basis. A floor 
scrubber vacuum unit can be deployed to clean stains from leaks on the parking lot.   
 
Dumpsters, trash cans, and recycling containers will be emptied on a routine basis and 
as necessary to prevent overloading. Damaged containers are repaired or replaced as 
necessary.  
 
All storm drains have been marked with “No Dumping – Drains to Four Mile Run” 
markers.  
 
Fueling Station 
The fueling station is covered by a canopy. The two drive lanes under the canopy are 
graded to drain to a grate inlet located in the center of each drive lane. The inlets are 
connected to the sanitary sewer system via an oil / water interceptor. This prevents any 
discharges associated with cleaning the area from going to the storm drain system.   
 
Trash and recycling receptacles are situated on each fuel island to allow employees to 
properly dispose of trash and recyclable materials.  
 
Vehicle Wash and Light Maintenance Building  
All bus maintenance and washing are conducted inside the Vehicle Wash and 
Maintenance Building. The floor drain inside the wash bay is connected to the sanitary 
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sewer system via an oil/water separator. The drain is maintained on a semi-annually 
basis or as needed by a contractor. Blowers situated at the end of the wash bay help 
minimize the amount of water leaving the building and potentially entering a storm drain. 
Floors inside maintenance and storage areas are graded toward floor drains that are 
connected to the sanitary sewer system. 
 
Stormwater Management Controls 
There are several stormwater management facilities on site. The majority of the 
stormwater runoff from this facility is treated or captured for reuse.    
 
Stormwater runoff from the northern end of the site (parking area) drains to a StormFilter® 
on the west side of the parcel. The StormFilter® (DA6) is a vault system with a 6’x8’curb 
inlet equipped with four 27” ZPG cartridges. The drainage area to this system is 
approximately 12,720 square feet (0.292 acres) of impervious surface.   
 
Stormwater runoff from the southern half of the site is treated via two StormFilters® 
located in the south east corner of the parcel.  One StormFilter® (DA1) is a vault system 
with an 8’x6’ curb inlet equipped with four 18” cartridges filled with zeolite, perlite, and 
granular carbon (ZPG). The drainage area to this system is approximately 0.314 acres of 
impervious surface.  The second adjacent StormFilter® (DA3) is a vault system with an 
8’x6’curb inlet equipped with eight 18” ZPG cartridges. The drainage to this system is 
approximately 0.837 acres of impervious surface.     
 
A 20,000-gallon underground cistern, SkyHarvester Water Conservation System, collects 
stormwater from the rooftops of the Vehicle Wash and Maintenance Building and the 
Fueling Island, approximately 0.15 acres. Water from the cistern is pumped back into the 
building and used for fleet washing.  
 
The StormFilters® and underground cistern are inspected on an annual basis and 
maintained as necessary based on inspection results by a County contractor per 
recommendations specified in the manufacturers’ maintenance manuals.   
 

 



ART Light Maintenance Facility SWPPP 
 

9 
 

Spills and Leaks 
ART Bus operators check the buses for leaks while conducting their daily vehicle 
inspections (done pre and post trips). A facility walk through is also conducted on a daily 
basis to check for any issues or evidence of leaks or spills. Any leaking vehicles are 
reported and taken to the maintenance bay of the Vehicle Wash and Maintenance 
Building for repair. Leaks are acted on upon discovery using supplies from on-site spill 
kits.  
 
During delivery of any bulk liquid products (vehicle wash cleaner, chemicals) facility staff 
will be present to oversee the unloading process and be ready to assist should a spill 
occur at that time. As a preventative measure, a boom can be placed in front of the 
nearest receiving storm drain during the unloading process and removed when all 
materials are unloaded and secure inside the building.      
 
Spill kits containing appropriate clean up products, absorbents, and personal protection 
equipment are situated on site. Spill kits are located by the fuel islands and adjacent to 
the diesel generator. Several boxes of absorbent pads are kept inside the building to 
address indoor spills.  

 
 
 

Minor spills are addressed and cleaned up using materials from the on-site spill kits. The 
spill kits are checked regularly to ensure they are properly stocked and ready for use. 
Spill kits shall be restocked with materials as necessary following any spill cleanup.  
 
In the event of a major spill (a spill that cannot be contained and cleaned up by staff 
using available on-site materials and equipment), staff shall contact the Arlington County 
Fire Department (911). Employees shall notify their supervisor and document pertinent 
incident information such as date and time of the incident, type of material and volume 
released, weather conditions, cause of release, whether spilled material got into a storm 

Spill kit at the Fueling Station 
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drain, surface waters, and cleanup procedures. A spill form shall be filled out and a copy 
shall be kept on file at the facility. A copy of the spill report form is included in Appendix 
B.    
 
Spill reports are filled out and sent to DES Office of Sustainability and Environmental 
Management (OSEM) and the Fire Prevention Office for record keeping. A spill log and 
corresponding spill report forms shall be kept by transit contractor staff (Appendix C).   
 
Any modifications made as a result of a spill will be included in subsequent revised 
versions of this SWPPP.  
 
Information on non-stormwater discharges to the storm drain system and/or surface 
waters are provided to DES OSEM for reporting and tracking purposes.  

Site Inspections  
In addition to daily bus and site checks, SWPPP facility inspections will be conducted on 
an annual basis by staff from DES OSEM and an operator representative. The purpose of 
the annual SWPPP inspection is to assess the facility for any potential pollutant 
discharges and evaluate the effectiveness of existing best management practices, 
general housekeeping efforts, and stormwater management controls to ensure regulatory 
compliance and protection of surface waters.   
 
Completed inspection reports (Appendix A) and photos will be sent to appropriate staff for 
follow-up and kept on file by OSEM. Any noted required corrective actions identified 
during an inspection are remedied within a specified time frame, as determined in the 
inspection report based upon the nature of the corrective action needed and level of effort 
required.   
 

Outfall Screening 
The storm inlets will be screened by OSEM staff during annual inspections.  The storm 
drains will be visually screened for evidence of accumulation of sediment, debris, 
hydrocarbons, and any signs of illicit discharges (staining). Flow during dry weather will 
be investigated to determine the source.  
 

SWPPP / Site Compliance Evaluation 
This SWPPP will be evaluated annually and updated as necessary to reflect any 
significant changes in operations, maintenance, or site improvements.  
 

Training 
Training on stormwater pollution prevention practices and spill response shall be 
conducted on an annual basis. The training will be conducted by the contractor and/or 
DES staff. Training attendance sheets are kept on file by DES OSEM.   
 
  



ART Light Maintenance Facility SWPPP 
 

11 
 

Appendix A – Inspection Form 
 

Arlington County ART Bus Light Maintenance Facility 
SWPPP Facility Inspection Form 

 
Date: _________________       Precipitation (type / amount) past 24 hours: ______ 
 
Inspector(s): ____________________________________________________ 
 
 No Issues 

Observed 
Action(s) 
Needed 

Corrective Actions Required / 
Comments 

Parking Area 
• Evidence of leaks (stains) 
• Sediment accumulation 
• Litter / debris 
 

 
☐ 
☐ 
☐  

 
☐ 
☐ 
☐ 
 

 

Waste / Recycling Area 
• Dumpsters 
• Trash cans 
• Recycling containers 

 

 
☐ 
☐ 
☐ 
 

 
☐ 
☐ 
☐ 

 

Fueling Area 
• Evidence of leaks  
• Debris 

 
☐ 
☐ 

 
☐ 
☐ 

 

Wash Bay Exit 
• Evidence of washing discharge 

 

 
☐ 

 
☐ 

 

Generator / CNG Enclosure 
• Evidence of leaks (generator) 
• Litter 

 

 
☐ 
☐ 

 
☐ 
☐ 

 

Spill Kits 
• Accessible 
• Adequately stocked 

 

 
☐ 
☐ 

 
☐ 
☐ 

 

Stormwater Management  
• Facilities maintained 

 

 
☐ 

 
☐ 

 

Storm Drain Screening 
 

☐ ☐  

Non-Stormwater Discharges 
 

☐ ☐  

SWPPP / records on site ☐ Yes ☐ No  
 
Notes:  
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Appendix B – Spill Report Form  
 

SPILL REPORT FORM  
 

This form shall be completed after an outdoor spill or release has occurred. Submit completed 
forms to the Fire Prevention Office c/o Charlene Gillis and DES-OSEM c/o Diana Handy  
 
What was spilled? ______________________________________________________ 
 
Amount / volume spilled (best estimate) _____________________________________ 
 
Date and Time of Incident:  ______________________________________________ 
 
Location of Spill: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Describe what caused the spill:  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
How was the spill cleaned up? 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Was the spill contained?    YES        NO 
 
Did the spill enter a storm drain?   YES        NO 
 
Did the spill enter surface waters?   YES        NO 
 
Did the spill soak into the ground / soil?   YES        NO 
 
Check the offices that were contacted: 

   Arlington County Fire Department 
   DES OSEM (must contact if spill entered storm drain or surface water) 
   VA DEQ 
   Other _____________________________________ 

 
Additional comments / information: 
 
______________________________________ 
Name (please print) 
 
___________________________________ ____________________ 
Signature       Date  
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Appendix C – Spill Log for ART Bus Light Maintenance Facility 
 
Date of Spill Type of Material / 

Amount Spilled  
Date / Description of 
Clean-up 

Staff  
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