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                Meeting of December 17, 2022 

   
 

 

County Manager:  ##### 
 

County Attorney:  ***** 
 
Staff:  Betsy Herbst, DES, Real Estate Bureau 

 ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 

DATE:  November 14, 2022 
 
SUBJECT:  Ordinance to Abandon a Portion of the Original North Quincy Street as a Public 
Street, subject to a Reservation of an Easement for Existing Public and Private Utilities, such 
Portion of the Street dedicated as a Public Street in Deed Book 174 at Page 494, containing 
15,469 Square Feet, running generally North to South Between I-66, Custis Memorial Parkway, 
and 14th Street North, located adjacent to Parcel A, Quincy View (RPC# 15-040-067), with 
Conditions. 
 
Applicant:   County Manager (“Applicant”) 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

1. Enact the attached Ordinance to Abandon a Portion of the Original North Quincy Street 
as a Public Street, subject to a Reservation of an Easement for Existing Public and Private 
Utilities, such Portion of the Street dedicated as a Public Street in Deed Book 174 at Page 
494, containing 15,469 Square Feet, Running generally North to South Between I-66, 
Custis Memorial Parkway, and 14th Street North, located adjacent to Parcel A, Quincy 
View (RPC# 15-040-067), with Conditions (“Ordinance of Abandonment”);  

 
2. Authorize the Real Estate Bureau Chief, Department of Environmental Services, or his 

designee, to execute and/or record, on behalf of the County Board, any documents 
necessary to effectuate the attached Ordinance to Abandon as a Public Street, subject to a 
Reservation of an Easement for Existing Public and Private Utilities, subject to approval 
as to form of all documents by the County Attorney. 
 

RECOMMENDATION TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION: 
 
Determine that the proposed abandonment of portion of North Quincy is substantially in accord 
with the adopted Comprehensive Plan or applicable part thereof.  The street abandonment is the 
only matters before the Planning Commission for consideration.   

 
ISSUES:  This is a request by the Applicant for the County Board to abandon, as a public street, 
a portion of the original North Quincy Street right-of-way (“Abandoned Portion”), in order to 
conform with the Master Transportation Plan that no longer designates this portion of North 
Quincy Street as a public street. The paving for this original portion of North Quincy Street was 
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removed during construction of I-66 in the 1960s and ‘70s and it has not been constructed or 
used as a public street since that time.  There are no outstanding issues concerning these requests. 
 
SUMMARY:  The Applicant has requested an abandonment, as a public street, of a portion of 
the old North Quincy Street in order to comply with the designations contained in the Master 
Transportation Plan (“MTP”).  Upon approval and enactment of the Ordinance of Abandonment 
and satisfaction of the conditions, the respective portion of old North Quincy Street will be 
abandoned, subject to a reservation of an easement for existing public and private utilities 
located within the abandoned area.   
 
The portion of the old North Quincy Street right-of-way being abandoned was originally 
dedicated to the County by instrument dated January 10, 1921 and recorded in Deed Book 174 at 
Page 494 among the land records of Arlington County (“Land Records”).  This portion of old 
North Quincy Street is located within the Ballston-Virginia Square Civic Association boundary 
and across the street from Washington-Liberty High School (see Vicinity Maps, Attachments 2-
4).   
 
In the 1960’s and 70’s when I-66 was constructed through Arlington, North Quincy Street was 
realigned to its current position so that the bridge, which is located within North Quincy Street, 
spans I-66.  The old North Quincy Street right-of-way, however, was never abandoned and is 
still considered a ‘paper’ street even though the existing paving was removed and it has not been 
used as a public street for many years.  
 
The Quincy site was purchased by the County on November 20, 2017, for future operational 
needs of the County.  Currently, the front parking lot of the site is temporarily being used for 
parking of ART busses.  Existing zoning requirements limit the height of fences to 4 feet because 
of the close proximity to the old North Quincy Street right-of-way.  The 4 foot-high fence does 
not provide adequate security for storage of the busses.  The abandonment of this portion of the 
original North Quincy Street will allow a 7-foot fence to be temporarily installed in the location 
of the existing 4-foot fence, following approval of a zoning permit for the taller fence.  The 
remaining 3 side sections of the fence that do not face North Quincy Street are already 7 feet tall. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The street area requested to be abandoned is no longer shown as a public street 
on the Master Transportation Plan (“MTP”).  The proposed abandonment would ‘clean-up’ the 
stretch of the original North Quincy Street right-of-way to align with its current use.  The area is 
currently part of the lawn and landscaped area at the entryway for the site. 
 
The County Manager is requesting that the County Board enact the Ordinance of Abandonment, 
at Attachment 1, to abandon the portion of the old North Quincy Street right-of-way to be 
consistent with the MTP.  Because there will be public and private utilities that will continue to 
be located within the Abandoned Portion, the respective abandonment will be subject to a 
reservation of an easement for public and private utilities.     
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The Abandoned Portion is depicted as “Portion of Original North Quincy Street Right-of-Way 
Hereby Abandoned Area =15,469 SQ. FT.”.  The Abandoned Portion is depicted on the plat 
attached hereto as Exhibit A entitled, “Plat Showing Abandonment of a Portion of Original 
North Quincy Street Right-of-Way D.B. 174, PG. 494, Arlington County, Virginia”, prepared by 
Arlington Virginia Department of Environmental Services, Engineering Bureau – Survey Section 
and approved on November 9, 2022 (“Plat”).   
 
Legal and Physical Description:  The physical area of the Abandoned Portion is depicted on the 
Plat.  The right-of-way was dedicated to the County by instrument dated January 10, 1921 and 
recorded in Deed Book 174 at Page 494 among the Land Records. 
 
General Land Use Plan (GLUP):  The subject portion of right-of-way to be abandoned is 
currently identified in the existing GLUP as publicly owned and located partially for low 
residential use and partially for public uses.   
 
Zoning:     The subject abandoned right of way is currently publicly owned and zoned for open 
space uses.  The adjacent County-owned Quincy site is currently zoned M-1, Light Industrial 
District. 
 
Master Transportation Plan:  The portion of original North Quincy Street that is requested to be 
abandoned is no longer identified as a street on the Master Transportation Plan. 
 
Neighborhood/Civic Association:  The Property is located within the area of the Crystal City 
Civic Association and adjacent to Ballston-Virginia Square Civic Association. 
 
Master Utility Plans:  The proposed Ordinance requires that the street abandonment be subject to 
a reserved easement for any existing public or private utilities which will remain in place and 
will not be affected by the proposed park project.   
 
Public Notice:  Public notice was given in accordance with the Code of Virginia.  Notice for the 
abandonment of the portion of street right-of-way was placed in the November 22 and 29, 2022 
issues of the Washington Times for the December 5, 2022 Planning Commission meeting and 
December 17, 2022 County Board Meeting.  
 
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT:   
 
Level of Engagement: 
 

• Communicate – This level of engagement is appropriate because this is a request to 
clean-up the dedicated ‘paper’ right-of-way that is not currently being used as a roadway.  
The existing use of the area will not change. 



 
 

 - 4 - 

 
Outreach Methods: 

• Public notice was given in accordance with the Code of Virginia by publishing notice of 
the Board’s consideration of the abandonment of the portion of right-of-way in the 
November 22 and 29, 2022 issues of the Washington Times for the December 5, 2022 
Planning Commission meeting and December 17, 2022 County Board Meeting.  

• County staff sent notices dated November 22, 2002, of the Board’s consideration of the 
abandonment to the surrounding property owners and the Ballston-Virginia Square Civic 
Association. 

 
Community Feedback: 

• As of the date of this Board Report, staff has not received any feedback to the notices 
sent out by County staff.  

  
FISCAL IMPACT:  There is no fiscal impact related to the abandonment of the right-of-way.   
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

 
ORDINANCE TO ABANDON A PORTION OF THE ORIGINAL NORTH QUINCY 
STREET AS A PUBLIC STREET, SUBJECT TO A RESERVATION OF AN 
EASEMENT FOR EXISTING PUBLIC AND PRIVATE UTILITIES, SUCH PORTION 
OF THE STREET DEDICATED AS A PUBLIC STREET IN DEED BOOK 174 AT PAGE 
494, CONTAINING 15,469 SQUARE FEET, RUNNING GENERALLY NORTH TO 
SOUTH BETWEEN I-66, CUSTIS MEMORIAL PARKWAY, AND 14TH STREET 
NORTH, LOCATED ADJACENT TO PARCEL A, QUINCY VIEW (RPC# 15-040-067), 
WITH CONDITIONS: 
 
BE IT ORDAINED that, pursuant to the request of the County Board of Arlington County, 
Virginia (“Applicant”), a 15,469 square foot portion of the existing right-of-way for original 
North Quincy Street, such portion of the street having been dedicated to the County by 
instrument recorded among the land records of Arlington County, Virginia (“Land Records”) in 
Deed Book 174 at Page 494, running generally North to South between I-66, Custis Memorial 
Parkway, and 14th Street North, located adjacent to Parcel A, Quincy View (RPC# 15-040-067), 
and shown as  
“Portion of Original North Quincy Street Right-of-Way Hereby Abandoned Area =15,469 SQ. 
FT.” on the plat attached to the County Manager’s Report for this item as Exhibit A, entitled 
“Plat Showing Abandonment of a Portion of Original North Quincy Street Right-of-Way D.B. 
174, PG. 494, Arlington County, Virginia”, prepared by Arlington Virginia Department of 
Environmental Services, Engineering Bureau – Survey Section and approved on November 9, 
2022  (“Plat”), is hereby abandoned for use as a public street or road, subject to a reservation of 
an easement for existing public and private utilities, and subject to the following conditions:    
 

1. The Abandoned Portion shall be subject to an easement for existing public and 
private utilities purposes. 

2. A Plat depicting the Abandoned Portion shall have been approved by the County 
Manager, or his designee.  

3.  No sooner than thirty (30) days after enactment of this Ordinance to Abandon, 
Applicant shall record a copy of this Ordinance, along with the approved Plat 
depicting the Abandoned Portion, among the Land Records.  

4.  The abandonment of the Abandoned Portion shall be effective upon the recordation of 
this Ordinance among the Land Records.  

5.  By enactment of this Ordinance, the County Board is neither conveying to others any 
legal interest in the Abandoned Portion of North Quincy Street, nor authorizing any 
such conveyance.  
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6.  All conditions of this Ordinance to Abandon shall be met before recordation of this 
Ordinance. All conditions of the Ordinance to Abandon shall be meet by noon on 
December 17, 2025, or this Ordinance shall become null and void without the 
necessity for any further action by the County Board.   

 



Exhibit A



Attachment 2



Attachment 3



Attachment 4
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