
  Minutes of the Tenant Landlord Commission Meeting-  June 8, 2022 

 

 June 8, 2022  7:00 p.m. Teams Virtual Meeting 

   Chairperson David Timm presiding 

Attendance:                      Commissioners Present: David Timm (Chair), Kristin Clegg, Kirit Mookerjee,, 

 Bismah Ahmed, Julio Barsurto, Chris Wimbush, Ryan Whitaker, Aaron Royer 

Absent: Nicole Merlene, Emily Camardo 

 Staff Attending: Rolda Nedd, Hector Mercado, Melissa Danowski 

The electronic meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Timm 

Public Comment: Chair, Timm summarized written comments provided by Anne Bodine captioned 
“Barcroft Apartment tenants at risk of dislocation.” Melissa Danowski- Housing Staff provided 
clarifications and corrections to statements about rent increases. There will be a 3% increase in rents in 
2023 as is allowed by policy. A resident survey is underway to assess income levels and information on 
rental assistance resources is being made available for residents who may need help. There’s been 
ongoing communication with residents by the property management company and owner. A website 
with videos is available with information for tenants. Melissa provided an overview of the developers 
plans. There were several comments from Commissioners, and the conclusion that the County is 
responsible to respond, and the management company needs to ensure that accurate information is 
disseminated to residents. Chair Timm determined that no TLC involvement is needed. Questions about 
resident representatives and concern for assistance for undocumented residents were mentioned. 

Minutes Approval: Minutes from the May 11 meeting were unanimously approved. Moved by 
Commissioner Whitaker and seconded by Commissioner Royer. 

Commissioner Whitaker asked about follow- up actions related to public comments from the May 
meeting and whether the commission would received a copy of the letter sent to the Board. Chair Timm, 
advised that there was a follow up meeting with Mr. Brozost, and that staff had collected additional 
information on the properties. A letter is being prepared and will be shared with the Commission. 

Agenda Item #1 Park Shirlington Relocation Plan. Steve Khan of Standard Communities provided a 
verbal summary of actions taking place at the property which consists of 294 market rate units to 
include conversion to affordable units.  Mr. Khan responded to several questions including availability of 
accessible units for existing tenants and how this would be accommodated in the relocation process. 
Income certification and verification is ongoing, with slow responses. Incentives such as rent credits or 
gift cards maybe considered to advance the process. No priority listing is required for permanently 
displaced tenants.   Next steps include, staff to receive comments/questions from Commissioners, which 
will be relayed to Mr. Khan for responses and inclusion in the final plan, which will be heard and voted 
on at the July TLC, meeting. 

 

 



Agenda Item #2 Eviction Prevention Updates – Heather Venner, Crisis Assistance Bureau, Chief  

Ms. Venner provided an update on County services to continue assistance to tenants facing evictions 
since the State Rent Relief Program ended on May 15. The DCHD continues to assist tenants and work 
with landlords for eviction diversion.  The County continues to aid tenants at the court and on the 
docket with information on resources. To a question about available funding, Ms. Venner responded 
that the State has significant funds still available and will continue to help residents. The county has 
used at least 18M to date. Not aware of plans to use any excess funds.  
 

Agenda item #3 Housing Discrimination Subcommittee Report- Stakeholder Challenges with the 
Housing Choice Voucher Program, Commissioner Chris Wimbush. 

Request to the Commission to formally approve the report and give permission to the Chair for a letter 
to be drafted to submit the report with recommendations  to the County Board  for consideration.  If 
County staff has additional comments, perhaps this can be directed to the Board after report is 
submitted to the Board. Commission Wimbush moved the motion and Commission Clegg seconded. 
Vanessa Street from DHS provided comments on behalf of DHS. Expressed concerns that there may be 
an insinuation that discrimination practices do taking place in the program; if not, this should be clearly 
stated. Agrees that there should be better communication to residents and users. Commented on 
recommendations and highlighted the limitations of the program as regulated by HUD. Wants to 
encourage the use of the Voucher program since it is important to housing eligible clients. Provided 
information on ongoing outreach, a survey is being done.  Commissioner Clegg clarified that the intent 
of the report was not to indicate that the program is discriminatory, but to clarify the programs 
usefulness and review its challenges. In conclusion the Commission approved the report with 
amendment in the transmittal letter.  

8 Commissioners voted in favor of the report, 1 member abstained.  

Chair Timm. Motion passed, letter will be drafted and sent by end of the week.  

Commission Chair report/announcements: Tenant Supports recommendation report to be distributed. 
Chair Timm will be reaching out to invite Commission members to join smaller subcommittees to work 
on Alternative Dispute Resolution recommendation. Also, will reach out concerning legislative priorities.   
Public Outreach and subcommittee to integrate with Tenants Support subcommittee. He invited 
additional involvement from new commissioners or those currently unattached to a subcommittee. 
Reminded Commissioners of Housing Commission meeting to discuss Aging Properties report. 

Staff Report- None. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Whitaker and seconded by Commissioner Clegg to adjourn the 
meeting.  The meeting ended at 8:12 p.m.  

 

 

 

 


