
Minutes of the Tenant Landlord Commission March 9, 2022 

                           Virtual Meeting  

 

February 9, 2022 7:00 p.m. Teams Virtual Meeting 

    Chairperson:  David Timm presiding 

Attendance: Commissioners: Kirit Mookerjee, Bismah Ahmed, Nicole Merlene, Aaron 

Almanza, Ryan Whitaker, Chris Wimbush  

Absent excused: Kristin Clegg, Emily Camardo, Matthew Whitefield 

 Staff Attending: Rolda Nedd, Hector Mercado 

The electronic meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Timm 

Public Comment:              None 

Minutes Approval:  Minutes from the January 12 meeting were unanimously approved. 

 Item #1 Update on Barcroft Apartments: Melissa Danowski, Staff Project coordinator introduced Jair 

Lynch and Mark Hannan and provided background/context for the project. Barcroft consists of 1,334 

units of garden style units located at George Mason and Columbia Pike and was purchased by Jair Lynch 

in conjunction with the County. This allows for preservation of affordability at 60% AMI through 

restrictive covenants for 99 years. There will be no rent increase for residents for the first year and no 

more than 3% increase per year.  Jair Lynch provided a short presentation and highlighted certain 

observations.  Noted among these were the 200 vacant apartments; month to month leases and the lack 

of amenities on the property. The property management company – Gates Hudson, represented by 

Mark Hannan apprised members of the community engagement meetings that are taking place to 

assure residents that there will be no displacement, and to implement a resident survey to understand 

the demographics of the residents – their income, needs-what types of services, transportation, 

education for adults and children, health services, occupancy levels to fully engage the residents. Also 

looking at unit condition to assess what work is required and the phases. Commissioners had several 

questions related to resident relocation in order to make repairs; investment longevity and whether the 

developer would utilize Opportunity Zone benefits for redevelopment. Chair Timm requested that Jair 

Lynch return to share results of the resident survey in the future. 

Item #2 Affordable Housing Master Plan Implementation Framework : 

Housing Staff - Joel Franklin and Russell Danao Schroeder presented the draft Implementation 

framework which is the “how” to achieve the goals identified in the five-year Housing Master plan; they 

highlighted the public engagement process including presentations to several commissions and other 

stakeholders.  Recommendations focused on three areas: 

1. Committed Affordable unit production, preservation and financing operations 

2. Land Use Tools 

3. Housing Services and Assistance  



Russell highlighted projects/activities that were already taking place such as inspections of aging CAF 

properties. There were a few comments and questions from Commissioners, including co-locating 

housing with county facilities, possible addition of a recommendation to add funding for small landlords 

to tap into for repairs after inspections for Housing Choice Voucher applicants. A question about home 

ownership program and revision to the existing program was answered with the future launch of a study 

to assess the purpose of the current homeownership program and identification of common goals which 

will include opportunities for public engagement. Chair Timm noted the inclusion of the Tenant Landlord 

Commission in the recommendations and pointed to the Outreach and Publicity subcommittee as a 

point for coordination of future activities. 

Item # 3 Columbia Gardens- Marie Randall, Housing Finance and Asset Management Supervisor 

provided an update on vacation notices that were sent to 58 households at Columbia Garden to vacate 

by March 30. There have been ongoing efforts to find housing for the tenants at nearby properties to 

prevent displacement. Several departments including DHS, Arlington Public Schools, and Housing and 

organizations such as Bugata and the property manager are working closely to identify housing for all 

the households. Commissioner Wimbush commented on the fact that this situation is enabled by 

Virginia Law, which allows for a property owner to leverage a gap in the notification requirement to 

require residents to vacant the property without sufficient notice. He commented that this should be 

noted as an area to be included in the legislative package by the commission. Chair Timm commented 

that a top issue for the commission is including this particular concern. 

Item #4 Fiscal Year 2023 County Budget Highlights: Marie Randall, Housing Finance and Asset 

Management Supervisor provided an overview of areas of the County budget that impact housing. The 

County Manager’s budget recommends the hiring of 2 FTEs to add to the Division’s staff – one 

compliance coordinator to assist with CAF inspections and a Development staff. Marie also included 

highlights of areas of DHS budget such as Housing Grants and permanent supportive housing allocations. 

A Housing grants study will be undertaken by DHS looking at legislative parameters for eligibility, 

comparison of the grant to the Housing Choice Voucher program and similar programs in the region to 

make improvements. She encouraged members to view the Count budget presentation for the details.  

Item #5 Legislative Update: Commissioner Mookerjee reported on two bills that were passed in the 

concluding General Assembly session and awaiting the Governor’s signature. House Bill 802 – Bill allows 

Counties and cities to file lawsuit against landlords to force compliance. House Bill 614 – which allows 

for tenants to appeal their eviction cases even in cases of nonpayment of rent.  Bill 803- would have 

made the 14- day notice permanent as it was implemented during the pandemic, this and other bills 

related to fairness and the rental process and retaliation by landlords, however failed. 

Chair Timm, stated that legislative priorities are an important aspect of the Commission’s role and that 

members should send ideas and suggestions from connections with the community to him for 

discussion. Commissioner Merlene commented on the bill that will give local government the ability to 

enforce the VRLTA and is looking forward to discussing implementation guidelines. Chair Timm indicated 

that further discussion with staff will take place.  

Meeting ended at 8:34 p.m. Motion by Commissioner Wimbush; seconded by Commissioner Mookerjee. 


