
 

 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee 
November 18, 2021 

 

Meeting Notes 
 
 

Meeting location: Virtual through MS Teams 
  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Rob Swennes welcomed the Committee to the meeting 

2. Roll Call 

3. Approval of Minutes from the July 2021 NCAC Meeting: Unanimously approved  

4. Officers and Staff Report: 

Tim introduced NC staff, as well as Rachel LaPiana who is scheduled to do the 
presentation as well, and Chikwe Njoku, NSD Chief. Also, the two (2) term for Chairman 
is coming to an end; Rob have served a 2-year term, and Kathy Reeder has agreed to 
serve as next Chairman. There will be an election of the Deputy Vice Chair in January 
2022. 

Tim indicated that there will be a funding round in December and that it will stay at the 
same date (December 10th). The Points Committee meeting chaired by Kathy Reeder 
went really well, so we will move forward with just two (2) projects.   

Tim shared that there will be one public speaker – Sarah Merservey, who is with Friends 
of Arlington Parks and will be presenting along with Diane Probus. 

5. Discussion / Action Items: 

a. Larry Finch Memorial Plaque Approval in Zachary Taylor Park: 

Diane Probus. Department of Parks & Recreations (DPR), Sarah Merservey, Friends of 
Arlington Parks and Anna Wilson from Donaldson Run Civic Association presented for 
consideration a plaque request for Mr. Larry Finch. The plaque will be funded by the Friends 
of Arlington Parks, DRCA and the family of Mr. Finch. The request will be taken in December 
to the Parks and Recreation Commission, as well as the Historical and Landmark Review 
Board (HALRB) for review. It will go to the County Board in January 2022 for final approval.  

• There were no questions or comments. The memorial plaque was unanimously 
approved.  

b. NC Name Change Proposal: 

Presenter: Rachel LaPiana, CPHD – Communications Team has worked with us for several 
months on the process of the NC name change. The new proposed name is Arlington 
Neighborhoods Program. 

Questions/Comments: 
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• Ed Hilz – Two (2), questions, first is it necessary to have “Arlington” in the name, as it 
seems to be redundant since we are in Arlington? Second, the new name is missing an 
action word, like conservation or improvement. Tim replied that because we are a 
nationally recognized program, he feels that the name Arlington should be in the name. 
Lots of discussion on the need for an action word and others felt the same way. It was 
intentionally not put in because what we will potentially become still hasn’t been 
determine and that’s why we are considering what the tagline will be in the future. The 
tagline will provide clarity on the program moving forward, allowing for adjustments in 
the program name.  

• Bernie Bern stated that his preference is Neighborhood Conservation Program and 
feels that it’s a program change, then staff should be able to make the change. Bernie 
definitely feels that it needs an action word, and he really likes “conservation”.  

• David Litman, who was one of members on the small group stated that there was a 
robust discussion on an action word. Unfortunately, we couldn’t agree on one and it 
was kind of a heavy lift, as Tim stated. So, using a tagline to ultimately implement the 
action word. He supports the new name change. 

• Jackie Wilson stated that she likes the name; as for the survey, it allows an opportunity 
to focus on individual neighborhood’s uniqueness. Other action words may derive from 
the character, inclusion, engagement, and welcoming aspects of the neighborhoods. 

• Harry Spector – why do we need to change the name, since the name of the program 
never affected any aspects of the program? Not sure if the name change will affect the 
program – taglines come and go. He thinks that we should wait to see what the 
program will evolve into and then discuss a name change. It could very well come back 
to the suggested name.  

• John – since we do projects in neighborhoods, he suggested the “Arlington 
Neighborhoods Project Program”. Tim replied that the name isn’t a bad idea, but we 
don’t just do projects, but also plans and plan updates, as well as building community 
partnerships.  

• Dorsey – wanted to voice her support for the name change; it allows for expansion and 
it is fluid.  

• Audrey Clement – she feels that the name change will be beneficial, particularly as the 
County moves to gentrification. 

• John Kirkpatrick – he is in favor of the name change because it gives a general and not a 
limited scope of the program.  The tagline is probably easier to change so more scope 
can be defined.  

• John Seggerman – wasn’t enhancement on the list? Rachel indicated that it was and it 
was more on the context of a potential tagline.  

• A vote was taken on the motion to forward the new name to other County Leadership 
and the County Manager: 20 in favor, 4 opposed, and 3 abstentious. 
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c. Douglas Park NC Plan Presentation – Eric Berkey, President of Douglas Park Civic Association 
and Megan Lynch, VP DPCA  
 
 
Questions/Comments: 
 

• Eileen J. – please identify the parks on the map. Eric identified the Barcroft Park, 
Douglas Park, Rocky Run Park and ? 

• Ed H. – please describe the relationship between Douglas Park and Green Valley 
neighborhoods – Eric stated that at one time, there was a neighborhood (believed to 
be called Douglass Park) that was in Nauck, now Green Valley. The neighborhoods 
are now separate, as boundaries has changed over the years. Ed H. suggested added 
this information to the history section of the plan. 

• Eileen J. – suggest that the plans go out to the NCAC prior to review and approval; 
she remembers that this use to be done in the pass.  

• A vote was taken on the motion to forward the plan update to County Leadership 
and the County Manager: 21 in favor, 3 opposed, and 0 abstentious. 

 

6. Other/New Business: 

None. 

7. Meeting adjourned at 9pm 

 


