
5.12.22 Virtual LRPC Meeting – MELWOOD SITE TIER 1 SPECIAL GENERAL LAND USE PLAN (GLUP) STUDY  

LRPC 5.12.22 Melwood SGLUP Study 

Public Comments Received 
 

 

1. Public Comment #1 
 

I am the LRPC representative for the Aurora Highlands Civic Association (AHCA) for the 

Melwood GLUP Application and the chair of AHCA's Zoning Committee. 

The association voted to approve the AHCA Zoning Committee's report on the Melwood GLUP 

application in a special meeting on March 14, 2022. The report was approved by a 6:1 margin by 

the association. The report was sent to the County Board, Planning Commissioners and the 

County Staff by the president of AHCA, Cory Giacobbe, cc'd.     

However, I am not aware if there has been a response from the Board, Planning Commissioners 

or staff on the report since it was sent over a month ago.  I am preparing for the LRPC meeting 

Thursday, and while the applicant and the county are given presentation time in the meeting's 

agenda, there is no time for the Civic Association to give a presentation on its report.  Certainly, 

this Civic Association report should be part of the discussion.  And in order for it to be 

adequately considered as part of the discussion, it needs to be presented. 

I am formally requesting the opportunity to present the AHCA's Zoning Committee 

Report at the LRPC meeting.  This report is the work of the committee and was voted on and 

approved by a record number of attendees to AHCA's special meeting by an overwhelming 

margin. 

Additionally, the AHCA Executive Committee was advised in a meeting with Margaret Rhodes 

that public comment would be limited to two or three minutes per each person that attends the 

meeting and desires to comment.  However, the public comment time frame is not included in 

the agenda.  Please confirm there will be opportunity for public comment as we were advised 

there would be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5.12.22 Virtual LRPC Meeting – MELWOOD SITE TIER 1 SPECIAL GENERAL LAND USE PLAN (GLUP) STUDY  

LRPC 5.12.22 Melwood SGLUP Study 

Public Comments Received 
 

 

2. Public Comment #2 
 

 

I am writing regarding the melwood project. I strongly OPPOSE this project.  

 

A large scale building right in the middle of a residential area is not what the community 

needs. The size of this development (both in height and overall dominance) is not 

appropriate for the area. There are plenty of high rise locations across route 1 that would 

be more appropriate. To be clear, I am completely ok with the Melwood as it appears/is 

now.  

 

There is already so many things happening in the area (amazon, VT construction etc) that 

we need to allow to see how those things go  before increasing more development 

without understanding the future view. There will be a lot of unintended 

consequences and I would like to see these other large efforts play out more before 

adding to the list.  
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3. Public Comment #3 
 

This letter is in response to the Long Term Planning Commission Meeting to be held on May 26, 

2022.  Let me start by introducing myself.  My wife and I are 20 year residents of South 

Arlington, living on 26th St. S. between Grant and Hayes.  We are both retired.  When we moved 

here, we were both working.  Moving into the neighborhood allowed us to save valuable 

commuting time, and the quiet of the neighborhood contrasted very well against the noise and 

speed of the urban life surrounding our neighborhood.  Since we retired, we have taken 

advantage of the nature of our neighborhood.  For example, the ability to walk without having to 

dodge traffic all of the time.  

Over the years, various studies and proposals have been reviewed by Arlington County.  These 

would alter the zoning or parking in our neighborhood, rarely for the betterment of 

the  residents.  We are now trying to digest what our life will be like in a few years when 

Amazon is fully staffed and another 50,000 are working in the neighborhood.  Under 

consideration tonight are proposals that would allow Melwood to substantially increase the 

height, and consequently the size of their facility on 23rd St.  This, if ultimately adopted, would 

have major consequences for the neighborhood.  There would be more people working at 

Melrose and receiving its services.  This adds to the congestion we currently see, and it changes 

our skyline.  And if it is allowed, on what grounds do you tell the next applicant for a tall 

building that it cannot build one to 6 (or more) stories. 

I urge the LRPC to consider the negative long-term effects of this proposal and deny the change. 

Before any changes are made we should, at a minimum, see what the density changes that are 

coming because of Amazon will do to our neighborhood and surrounding area.  And as we move 

ahead, we should be careful to consider the effect on current residents that density-increasing 

proposals will have on the quality of life here in South Arlington.  And we should not make any 

zoning changes until we have the ability to see and understand the effect of the proposed changes 

in our neighborhood. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposal. 
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4. Public Comment #4 
 

I can’t attend many meetings. But I am contacting you in support of disabled housing including 

Melwood. 

 
I live in this community myself and am disabled and speak up for others more disabled than I 

am. 

 

I’m offended that my neighbors don’t want more people like me here.  (Although I’m far less 

disabled than those Melwood helps.) 

 

Disabled people often live with family, are often unemployed, and having them close to mass 

transit gives them a chance at some sense of a normal life.  I suppose my neighbors want them to 

live on the street. I live in 22202 and have seen the outrage in emails.  I would like to remind you 

and others that these people don’t often drive so people thinking traffic will increase are wrong. 

 

Melwood was able to address community concerns on a cvic assn that a property manager would 

be on site to ensure the neighborhood doesn’t go downhill with people like me living there. 

 

I am too overwhelmed to understand the different between all these meetings. But I wanted to 

show support since my 22202 listerserv has exploded with people asking us to be outraged at this 

project. 

 


