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Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) of the Planning Commission 

Meeting Summary 

June 14, 2022, 7:00 p.m. 

 

This meeting was a virtual public meeting held through electronic communications means. 

 

Planning Commissioners in attendance:   

James Lantelme (LRPC Chair) 

Nia Bagley  

Tenley Peterson 

James Schroll 

Daniel Weir 

 

Planning Commissioners absent:  

Elizabeth Gearin  

Stephen Hughes  

Elizabeth Morton  

Devanshi P. Patel  

Leonardo Sarli 

Sara Steinberger 

 

Other invited LRPC members in attendance:  

Judy Freshman (Crystal City Civic Association) 

Pamela Van Hine (Pedestrian Advisory Committee) 

 

Staff in attendance:  

Anika Chowdhury (CPHD – Planning) 

Kevin Lam (CPHD – Planning) 

Matt Mattauszek (CPHD – Planning) 

 

Applicant team in attendance: 

Alex Collet (Venable) 

Mayur Godbole (JBG Smith) 

Jack Kelly (JBG Smith) 

Carlos Mendia (Bohler DC) 

Mike O’Hara (Bohler DC) 

Karolina Pazdrazdis (JBG Smith) 

Michael Rose (bKL Architecture) 

Kristi Smith (JBG Smith) 

Kedrick Whitmore (Venable) 

Malcolm Williams (JBG Smith) 

 

Americana Hotel Site Plan - Podium/Tower Separation 

 

Commissioner Lantelme opened the meeting at 7:00 pm.  
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Commissioner Lantelme recognized the members of the LRPC and other advisory commissions 

and civic leaders in attendance, as well as staff members and the applicant. 

 

Kevin Lam presented the purpose of the LRPC meeting, which is to determine if there is general 

LRPC consensus on the proposed maximum buildable envelope in relation to potential 

redevelopment on neighboring sites and whether such consensus is ready to inform the Site 

Plan Review Committee (SPRC) review of the final Site Plan. He then introduced the Crystal 

City Sector Plan, which serves as the guiding policy document for the project site. Per the 

Sector Plan Design Guidelines, the recommended build-to line and podium and tower 

separation from all adjacent buildings help determine maximum buildable envelope for the 

project. While the applicant’s proposed plans are consistent with the Sector Plan Design 

Guidelines, the purpose of the LRPC meeting is to consider if the proposal includes the 

appropriate podium and tower separation in relation to potential redevelopment on neighboring 

sites. 

 

Malcolm Williams and Kedrick Whitmore provided an overview of the applicant’s proposal and 
demonstrated four potential redevelopment scenarios on adjacent properties based on the 
proposed plans. 
 
Once the applicant’s presentation concluded, Commissioner Lantelme solicited clarifying 
questions from LRPC attendees and general reactions. 
 
The Commission members offered the following regarding the presentations (with staff and 
applicant responses included): 
 

• Question regarding whether the applicant’s proposed plans are consistent with the 

Sector Plan and Zoning Ordinance. Staff confirmed the proposed plans are consistent 

and the podium and tower separation applies to adjacent buildings, rather than property 

lines. 

• Question regarding whether the redevelopment scenarios are a likely buildout. Staff 

stated the redevelopment scenarios are for illustrative purposes only. 

• Question regarding whether there is a reason staff is particularly concerned about the 

potential impact on adjacent sites. Given that the podium and tower separation only 

apply to existing buildings, staff are interested in bringing the proposed plans up for 

LRPC discussion to determine if the proposed plans are appropriate in relation to future 

redevelopment on neighboring sites. 

 

Key reactions and summary points raised during the LPRC discussion are as a follows: 

 

• Comment regarding the broader site plan, in terms of the location of pick-up and drop-

off/deliveries, pet relief area and ensuring the Route 1 frontage will relate to the future at-

grade road configuration. JBG Smith acknowledges the concerns regarding Route 1 and 

will work on refining the design during the public review process. 

• Question regarding how the project will handle the grade changes throughout the site. 

JBG Smith will work with civil engineer on fine grading to match the adjacent site 

elevations. 
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• Several Commissioners agreed the proposed plans are consistent with the Sector Plan 

and are not setting any precedent. The adjacent property owners have not expressed 

concerns and several Commissioners feel the proposed plans do not inhibit 

redevelopment on adjacent sites. 

 

Public Comment 

There were no public comments. 

 

Staff will review the LRPC feedback and proceed with a future SPRC meeting later this year. 

---------- 

Commissioner Lantelme adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:45 pm. 


