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The Arlington Community Services Board 
 

2100 Washington Boulevard  

Arlington, VA 22204 

(703) 228-5150 * FAX: (703) 228-4853 

 
June 16, 2021 

THIS IS A VIRTUAL TEAMS MEETING  
4:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M. pm – Full Board Meeting 

 
 
 

Present: Dave FitzGerald, Bob Carolla, Jenette O’Keefe, Wendy Carria, Dori Mitchell, Anne Hermann, Cherie 
Takemoto, Carol Skelly, James McMichael, Paul Kalchbrenner, Lynne Kozma, Suzanne Joy, Steve Gallagher, 
Adele McClure, Asha Patton-Smith 
 
Excused: Sherry Coles, Steve Taphorn  
 
Staff: Deborah Warren, Ollie Russell, Kelly Mauller, Anita Friedman 
 
Guest: Alex Soroko 

 
Public Comment(s) 

Public comment is encouraged at all Community Services Board meetings. A member of the community 
attended the meeting but did not provide public comment.  Ms. Mauller noted that no public comments were 
submitted through the public website. 

 
Welcome  

 Chair O’Keefe welcomed the members to the meeting. 
 

Approval of the May 19, 2021 ACCSB Meeting Minutes  
The members did not approve the May 19th minutes.  Ms. Mauller will review the recording of the meeting 
and clarify comments from CSB Staff Liaison and County Board member, Libby Garvey.  The May minutes 
will be brought before the members for approval at the July 21st CSB Full Board meeting. 

 
Chair Report  

• Chair O’Keefe stated that the CSB holds an annual CSB staff appreciation awards celebration in June.  
Due to Covid, the awards celebration was cancelled for 2020 and 2021.  She noted that she and Ms. 
Mauller will discuss when the CSB may be able to present the awards.  Chair O’Keefe thanked CSB 
staff liaisons Ms. Warren, Mr. Russell and Ms. Mauller for their work and asked them to thank staff on 
behalf of the CSB.  She also thanked the CSB members and the Committees for their consistent 
advocacy during the pandemic.        

 

• Chair O’Keefe reported that the Executive Committee discussed conducting a self-assessment during 
the June 7th meeting.  She noted that staff developed questions to conduct a pre-assessment survey.  
She added that a date and time for the assessment has not yet been set.  Chair O’Keefe stated that 
Angela Churchill, DHS Organizational and Development Specialist, will provide assistance in 
developing the assessment.          

 

 

Deborah Warren  
DHS Deputy Director/ 

CSB Executive Director 

Jenette O’Keefe 
ACCSB Chair  
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• Chair O’Keefe reported that County Board Chair, Matt de Ferranti, sent a letter to Commission Chairs 
requesting their perspective and expertise in the development of Arlington’s legislative priorities for 
the upcoming 2022 General Assembly session.  Chair de Ferranti would like to have the CSBs thoughts 
on the following areas: 
 
If the Governor and legislature could take 1 to 3 actions that would affect the work of your group, 
what would most benefit Arlington?  

1. Given changes in the state budget over the recent years, what are the most important 
items to restore?  Are there any areas in the budget that should be expanded?  Are there 
any areas where funding could be cut? 

2. From your involvement in Arlington and the Commonwealth, what legislation can you 
anticipate in 2022 that might affect Arlington positively or negatively?  In other words, 
is there anything we should anticipate and develop a strategy to address?   

3. Among businesses, other local governments, or interest groups, who would be our 
natural allies, if any, both in our community and around the Commonwealth on any of 
these issues?  We are always more effective when we create a statewide team. 

4. Is there anything else that you would like to suggest that would help us develop our 
2022 legislative priorities? 

 
The deadline for submission, in order for comments to be included in the information being gathered 
for the County’s legislative package, is July 20, 2021.  Submissions should be sent to Chair O’Keefe or 
Ms. Mauller by Friday July 9th.   
 

• Chair O’Keefe asked the Committee Chairs to review their meeting schedules for accuracy.  The CSB 
full board will not meet in August. 

 
o Child and Youth (CY) – Not meeting in July/August TBA – 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
o Developmental Disabilities (DD) – Tuesday July 13th 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m./ August 4th – 7:00 

p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
o Substance Use Disorder (SUD) – Monday July 26th – 6:00 – 7:30/ Not meeting in August 
o Mental Health (MH) – Not meeting in July or August/ Wednesday September 22nd – 6:00 p.m. 

– 8:00 p.m. 
 
Ms. Takemoto motioned to not have staff support available for any committee meetings that will be 
held in August.  Ms. Skelly seconded the motion.  Ms. Takemoto motioned to not have staff support 
available for any committee meetings that will be held in August.  Ms. Skelly seconded the motion.  
While Mr. Gallagher stated that he had no concerns about staff not attending committee meetings in 
August, he did not think that the CSB had the authority to adopt such a policy.  and Mr. Corolla 
abstained from responding to the motion for procedural reasons.   Mr. Corolla abstained from 
responding to the motion for procedural reasons.  A member of the committee will need to be 
designated to take notes.  The committees will still need to send notification of any August meetings to 
Ms. Mauller for posting on the County website.  A member of the committee will need to send the 
meeting invite to other members.  
 
After much discussion, Ms. Takemoto withdrew her motion.   
 
 

➢ Ms. Friedman commented that, per the CSB By-laws, staff are only expected to attend the CSB 
full board meetings, not the committee meetings.   

    
 
 
 



3 

 

 
• Chair O’Keefe asked if any of the committees would like to share an update. 

 
o Ms. Skelly provided an update about the DD committee.  She reminded the members that DD 

discussed concerns about the reopening of the DD day and employment programs at their last 
meeting and made several recommendations.  The reopening of the programs was delayed one 
month due to transportation issues.  The recommendations and motions passed are as follows: 

 
Motion Passed on June 10: 
Mask Requirements, passed by a vote of 11-1: 
o The Committee recommends that DHS adopt guidelines for service providers consistent with 

the CDC guidance, i.e., that DD clients who have been vaccinated not be required to wear 
masks and that clients who have not been vaccinated not be excluded from services if they 
cannot wear a mask.  
 

Motions Passed on June 15: 
Return to Full Service Levels, passed unanimously, 9-0: 
o The Committee recommends that DHS use all the means at its disposal to establish home-based 

face-to-face services and other alternatives for DD clients who are unable or are concerned 
about attending a facility-based day or employment program, with the goal of returning all 
clients to full service levels by September 1. 

General Support of Vaccinations, passed unanimously, 9-0: 
o In consideration of the recent CDC guidance regarding the benefits of covid vaccinations, the 

Committee supports the vaccination of as many clients and staff of contracted DD CSB 
programs as possible, including the staff of residential, day, and employment programs. 

Financial Incentives for Vaccines, passed unanimously 8-0: 
o The Committee recommends that DHS provide financial support to DD residential, day, and 

employment programs to incentivize the vaccination of staff members. 
Contract Protections for Clients, passed 7-1: 
o The Committee recommends that DHS and the DD Committee jointly review CSB contracts 

with DD service providers within the next year in order to determine the level of client 
protection included in the contracts. 

 
➢ Ms. Takemoto stated that she is interested in knowing the next steps either from the 

County or the CSB. 
 

➢ Chair O’Keefe reminded the members that Mr. Carolla, at the last full board meeting, had 
asked when the CSB will discuss these issues.  She noted that meetings have been held 
regarding these issues, some with staff members.  She thanked Ms. Skelly for bringing the 
recommendations to the CSB.  

 
➢ Mr. Carolla noted that, at the last CSB meeting, reference was made to a March 4th letter 

from the County Manager that articulates the County policy regarding vaccinations.  He 
had asked that the letter be distributed to the CSB.  He stated that he would like to renew 
the request and added that he would also like to request any other written guidance that 
may exist.  Ms. Friedman will search for the referenced letter. 

 
Ms. Joy asked if the reasons are known as to why some individuals do not want to receive a 
vaccine, whether for religious or cultural reasons or for lack of access.  Ms. Takemoto 
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responded that DHS has made every effort to ensure clients are vaccinated.  She added that 
not receiving a vaccine is a personal choice. 
Ms. Joy asked if there is a possibility of expanding space for the day programs, such as in 
schools or outside spaces, to accommodate social distancing. Ms. Takemoto responded that 
individuals who can wear a mask for a short period of time, could go to an outside space 
and then return to the program and resume wearing their mask.  Ms. Takemoto and Ms. 
Skelly stated that looking for alternative space is a great suggestion.  This would allow for 
individuals to not have to attend on alternating days.       

 
➢ Ms. Takemoto suggested that she, Ms. Kozma, Ms. Skelly and DHS leadership meet to 

determine if there is flexibility in resolving the situation of the reopening of DD day and 
employment programs.  

 
➢ Ms. Warren stated that DHS will respond to all of the DD motions by the July 21st CSB full 

board meeting.  She added that DHS leadership would welcome meeting with members of 
the DD committee.  She stated that DHS will meet with each program vendor individually 
to determine which issues can resolved. 

 
➢ Mr. Gallagher asked Ms. Skelly about the expectation of the DD committee from the CSB 

members present at tonight’s meeting.  Chair O’Keefe responded that, from her 
perspective, the recommendations, which have already been presented to staff at tonight’s 
meeting, will be considered by staff as indicated by Ms. Warren. 

 
Ms. Skelly responded that the DD committee is not expecting the CSB members to go into 
the details at the same level that occurred within the DD committee. She added that the DD 
committee wanted to bring the recommendations to the CSB to bring awareness of the 
issues and to be heard.     

 
➢ The members held an in-depth conversation about the DD concerns. 

 
➢ Mr. Carolla called for a motion of affirmation for the CSB to go on record as supporting the 

DD recommendations.  Mr. Gallagher seconded the motion.  The official motion is as 
follows: To go on record as supporting the spirit and goals of  the DD committee and 
encourage the continued collaboration of the committee and DHS staff to reopen services 
for CSB clients with developmental disabilities.  All friendly amendments were accepted.  
Chair O’Keefe asked for all who are in favor to say I.  The members said I, no one opposed, 
and the motioned was passed.    

 

• Chair O’Keefe asked Mr. Russell if an update is available about the Virginia Hospital Center (VHC) 
expansion.  Mr. Russell responded that the next meeting will be held June 25th.  He noted that the 
architect is working on changes to the space.  The VHC Working Group was able to tour the outside of 
the facility a couple of weeks ago.  Mr. Russell announced that Adrian Stanton, Vice President, 
Business Development & Community Relations, is retiring at the end of June and that the architect, 
Anthony Fuserilli, has been promoted to Planning Division Chief, Community Planning, Housing and 
Development (CPHD).  Mr. Fuserilli has assigned a member of his staff to the Working Group.  A 
replacement has not been announced to fill Mr. Stanton’s position.         

                
Executive Director’s Report: Updates  

• Ms. Warren provided an update about the Mental Health Awareness Response and Community 
Understanding Services (Marcus Alert), Marcus David Peters Act legislation that was signed into law 
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in late 2020.  She noted that the Marcus Alert is complimentary to a number of other plans and 
investments that are currently occurring including the regional grant for a regional crisis call center, 
the 988 Federal requirement that by July 16th 2022 an access point for mobile crisis services and 
connection to the National Suicide Prevention Hotline will be implemented, and other services over 
the crisis care continuum.  The State plan will be finalized by July 1st.  Each locality will need to 
finalize a local plan that will involve community engagement and a large stakeholder group.  The local 
plan will need to be approved by the State by July 1, 2022. 

 
Ms. Friedman noted that the local plan will dove-tail with the Police Practices Group (PPG) 
recommendations.   
 

• Ms. Warren reported that the DD group home located at 1212 Irving Street is being rebuilt utilizing $1 
million in grant funding from the State.  She stated that the County included $3 million in funding in 
its capital improvement plan a few years ago.  She noted that construction is ready to begin but that 
the cost has increased to $4.8 million.  The County was able to allocate an additional $800,00 in 
funding.    
 

• Ms. Warren stated that the CSB has been very influential in advocating to update RFPs and contracts 
with vendors.  She stated that the short-term residential RFP has been resolved as well as the assisted 
living RFP for mental health.  The awards to the vendors were publicly posted, going to Pathway 
Homes, however, the current vendor at the time, CRI, opposed the awards.  The awards have been 
rescinded.  The next steps are for staff to develop interim contracts for the next 18 months with CRI 
and to develop new RFPs for rebidding. 

 

• Ms. Warren reported about grants and RFPs. 
 

o DHS was successful in its application for StepVA Peer funding and has been allocated $130,000 to 
hire a full-time Family Support Partner who will be dedicated to Child and Youth Behavioral 
Health to support family members through advocacy and navigation of the complex child services 
system. 

 
o Allocated $130,000 to share with Alexandria for services for service members, veterans and their 

families. 
 
o A grant application was submitted today for $204,000 for outpatient services relating to First 

Episode Psychosis (FEP).  The Mental Health Committee, the Arlington Mental Health & Disability 
(AMHDA), and NAMI are all strong advocates for FEP services.  A staffing plan has been 
developed to include consultation with an individual who has expertise in FEP services.   

 
o Applying for an FEP grant through a mental health block grant for Federal funding through the 

Rescue Act. The funding would be in the amount of $450,000 to be utilized over a 24-month period.  
The application will be submitted June 30th.   

 
o Applied for and was granted Behavioral Health Docket Diversion renewal funding of $73,000. 
 
o Applied for and was awarded an equity mini grant to strengthen services for individuals who are 

LGBTQ.  
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o Awarded a Permanent Supportive Housing expansion grant in the amount of $567,000 to support 
13 apartments, a housing specialist, a housing locator, a subsidy administrator and also to 
implement critical time intervention case management. 

 
o Applied for but not awarded grant funding for Crisis Intervention CIT services. 

 
o The sum total of the amount of grant funding applied for, and have been successful with, is 

$1,560,000. 
 

➢ Ms. Takemoto asked if the funding for Permanent Supportive Housing, is for support or for 
the housing.  Ms. Warren responded that the funding is for both; individuals with 
behavioral health issues but can also be utilized for individuals with a developmental 
disability.    

 

• Ms. Warren announced that the recruiting and hiring process for the BHD Division Chief position has 
been completed.  She stated that Carol Layer has accepted the position and will begin on September 
13th.  Ms. Layer is currently the CSB Executive Director for Alexandria and the Center Director for 
adult services in Alexandria.  Ms. Warren provided an overview of Ms. Layers 32 years of experience. 

 
Presentation: Teen Network  

Due to time constraints, Ms. Patton-Smith and Ms. Carria will present about the Teen Network at the July 21st 
CSB Full Board meeting. 

 
Brief Committee Chair Reports 

Due to time constraints, committee chair reports, except for SUD, will be provided at the July 21st CSB Full 
Board meeting.  

 
• Mr. Kalchbrenner provided an update about the Substance Use Disorder (SUD) committee. 

o The Safe Station Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) has been signed.  Medical detox, 
clinical training for the Fire Department, and public awareness will need to be completed prior 
to launching the program.  

o Decriminalization of marijuana goes into effect in two weeks.  If an individual is 21 years of age 
or older, they can possess up to an ounce of marijuana. 

o The Governor included $1 million in funding for public education.  
o There were approximately 2,300 fatal overdoses in Virginia in 2020, a 41% increase over 2019. 

 
• Mary Marshall Assisted Living Residence (MMALR) – Anne Hermann 

 
• Mental Health (MH) – Dave FitzGerald and Steve Gallagher 

 
• Child and Youth (CY) - Wendy Carria and Asha Patton-Smith 

 
• Developmental Disabilities (DD) – Carol Skelly 

 
Additional Updates/Information 

Chair O’Keefe asked the members for any additional information or questions. 
 

• Mr. Gallagher reported that the Mental Health Committee is recommending that the Group Home 
Task Force be disbanded.  Anyone interested in joining the committee meeting can attend on June 26th 
at 6:00 p.m.  

 
Adjournment 
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Chair O’Keefe called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. FitzGerald motioned to adjourn the meeting, 
Mr. Gallagher seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Kelly Mauller 

 
 
Upcoming Committee Meetings – ALL SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS WILL BE HELD VIRTUALLY 
Child and Youth (CY) – Not meeting in July/August TBA – 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Developmental Disabilities (DD) – Tuesday July 13th 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m./ August 4th – 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Substance Use Disorder (SUD) – Monday July 26th – 6:00 – 7:30/ Not meeting in August 
Mental Health (MH) – Not meeting in July or August/ Wednesday September 22nd – 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 


